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Easter 2021 

“Has God Got You?” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

 

Reflection on Matthew 28:1-10 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 

who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 

he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,[b] and indeed 

he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they 

left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 

them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 

him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 

they will see me.” 

 

1) 

Easter is about an empty tomb. Christians all over the world celebrate that the tomb 

of Jesus was empty. Last year our church was also empty on Easter due to the 

coronavirus – but that didn’t keep us from celebrating God’s victory in Christ. We 

firmly proclaimed and celebrated that God’s got this. Remember? 

 

 Play video from Easter sermon 2020, all singing “he’s got the whole world” 

 

“God’s got this!” It was not only our Easter message last year, it became somewhat 

of a slogan that many of you used to encourage each other throughout the wildest 

days of the pandemic.  

Since then over 2.8 million people have died due to complications with the 

coronavirus infection, since then our country has seen acts of violence, acts of 

racism, and acts of storming the capitol.  

Myanmar has terrible human rights violations, Europe has a continued refugee 

crisis, so does Asia, so does our southern border, and I could go on counting up a lot 

more acts of terror. 

Has God really got this? 

 

How has God got this then? Can we really boast in God’s omnipotence when there is 

so much suffering in the world and in our society?  

How can we boast in God and be confident in God when people die 

prematurely, when people experience abusive terror and injustice and when the 

forces of polarization, hatred and mistrust keep shaking the foundations of our lives?  

How can we? 

 

2) 

We can because of Easter! Easter is the heavenly interference with all of earth’s 

terrors. It’s an answer that was accomplished on earth, within human 

society/creation, through the incarnation of God in this world in his son Jesus. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24199a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24200b
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We can full heartedly sing “he’s got the whole world” and the wonderfully 

triumphant Easter songs – because they do not stand in a vacuum.  

They are not disconnected from the terrors of this world. Our Easter songs 

respond to the terrors of this world in the same way as God responded to the terror 

of Christ’s death with a resurrection. 

 

On Easter we naturally focus on triumph and positivity – we have to, that’s what 

Easter is – but we can’t forget what Easter is triumphing over:  

It’s God’s triumph over the forces of terror, hatred and sin – it’s Christ’s 

triumph over the awful 6 hours on the cross and the torture beforehand. In this 

tragedy of Christ carrying the weight of humanity’s sin, we find that God meets us in 

the terror of our lives (…). 

 

Maybe you find my choice of words too strong: “terror.” But I would say we all 

experience terrors of different kinds throughout our lives even when we live pretty 

sheltered lives. 

 

If it’s really true that God meets our terrors in Christ’s terror – then God also meets 

us in the resurrection of his son.  

 

If God meets us in the terror Christ experienced, he also meets us in his 

resurrection. 

 

When Jesus rose from the dead and walked out of his tomb – he became the 

firstfruits (example) of an experience that all shall have who place their trust in 

Jesus.  

 

In Jesus’ resurrection we receive the hope that all of our terrors and pointless 

sufferings will be met with redemption. And that’s why we get to sing loud and bold 

God’s really got the whole world in his hands! 

 

The resurrection of Jesus wasn’t just there to vindicate the son of man from an 

unjust experience – it was so we would rise too into the redemption of God and 

God’s effort to renew his terror-stray creation. There is purpose in the resurrection. 

 

3) 

Do you struggle with the resurrection? It wouldn’t be unusual. It’s anti-scientific 

– it really is. And not only that, it’s also anti-medical and anti-historic. Sometimes 

you hear it said: “The church should go a little bit more with the times.” Modern 

Christianity should recognize that some doctrines are antiquated and that it’s not 

feasible to expect that people can still believe in a resurrection, other miracles or a 

miracle birth.  

But you know, it’s always been challenging – it’s always been anti-reasonable to 

believe such things because reason and experience don’t confirm miracles. 
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The resurrection of Jesus was as much an unbelievable miracle back then as it is 

today. While science back than may have been a different ball park, people back 

then knew very well how to distinguish from something that can be rationally 

explained and something that cannot. 

 

You cannot rationally explain the resurrection of Jesus. 

- You couldn’t do it in 33AD,  

- you couldn’t do it when the scientific methods originate  

- you couldn’t do it when the enlightenment period started,  

- and you can’t do it today. Humanly speaking resurrection is impossible – 

and I am a human! 

 

The biblical writers new fully well what they were asking people to believe. I should 

rather say, God knows what he’s asking us to believe! It’s no accident that the 

apostle Paul calls the message of the cross foolishness to educated ears. 

 

God answering the terror and agony of the cross through resurrection goes beyond 

human comprehension and that’s why it becomes a power in those who believe.  

There is power in the resurrection… 

 

- It becomes a power to the scientist who believes… 

- It becomes a power to the non-educated person who believes… 

- It becomes a power to all who experience terror right now as they believe 

- It becomes a power to all who are oppressed, betrayed, hated, disadvantaged, 

mocked, or killed as they believe. 

 

It’s then, when you believe, that you become God’s own.  

There is power in the resurrection… 

You’re invited to become God’s own. 

 

That’s when God can say ‘I’ve got the whole world AND I’ve got you in my hands!’ 

If I understand the story of holy week and Easter right, then it’s fair to say that God 

is more interested in holding you in his hands than it is for him to be an omnipotent 

God who holds the universe. God wants to have got you! (funny grammar!) 

You, he wants Wendy, Steve, Alex, Rachel, Jessica, Markus, Hae-Jeong, Bob and 

Tiffani – he wants all of us in his hands. 

 

Believing that God’s got this is a beautiful thing that gives much peace. But God 

wants more – he loves you and wants you to be his. 

 

Don’t despair when you struggle with the resurrection of Christ. It transcends the 

realm of human experience. There is a reason why the gospel of Matthew’s only 

significant Easter Sunday morning message is:  
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“Do not be afraid” – because confronting the news of a resurrected person is just out 

of this world. Don’t struggle with a dogma – struggle with God. God does not mind 

when people struggle with him – it’s a way of becoming his! 

  

And when you’re his, some pretty good things can happen.  

Good things happen when you are God’s. 

 

See, the resurrection has a purpose. It invites you to become a follower of all the 

teachings of Christ in the power of his resurrection.  

 

Where people do that the terrors of this world start to be confronted. Our hope lies 

not only in the coming world that God will make when this world comes to its end – 

our hope lies in this world ALREADY.  

 

Nowhere in the NT will you see a reference that the sole purpose of Christian life is 

to go to heaven and finally find the peace there that cannot be had on earth. God tells 

us that he wants to renew this world into the world it was intended to be. For this he 

needs people to follow his risen son. He needs you! God wants you! 

 

You may have your own battles to fight but that doesn’t mean that you have to wait 

for heaven to experience redemption. God invites you in the here and now already to 

oppose the terrors of this life. We pray it every time we are in worship together 

when we say “your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  

 

Through the resurrection of Jesus, heaven and earth meet and want to be joined 

together until God will indeed make all things new and the final enemy of 

humankind – death – will be destroyed.  

 

--------------- 

 

For right now, death is not destroyed. More people will die of the coronavirus, many 

more people will die of other causes – many more terrors will be suffered by God’s 

human family – but it doesn’t change the call the risen Christ has for you:  

 

“Do not be afraid – I really have the whole world in my hands now. Will you be 

mine? Will you partner with me and my people to make all things new? I’d love to 

be able to say: I’ve got you.”  

 

Amen.  

 

 


