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Easter Sermon 2020 

“God’s Got This” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

John 20:1-10 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set 

out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 

the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 

scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

 

1) 

How do you see God at work in your life these days? Do you have a sense of 

God’s presence – can you see it?  

Do you have to see in order to believe in God? 

 

I’m telling you what I want to see right now: I want to see you! I want to see how 

you are celebrating Easter with me on your screens or as you are reading this 

sermon manuscript. But I can’t see you. All I see is empty pews. (camera shot) 

 

I don’t know this for certain, but this might be the very first time in the history of 

our church that an Easter service has no attendance. Maybe during the 1918 flu 

epidemic – I don’t know. 

 

An empty church on Easter. Hmm. You know, emptiness is not always bad. 

Especially on Easter I’d say, because Easter, if you think about it, is about 

emptiness! 

 

The Easter story from John’s gospel tells us the exciting story of Mary Magdalene 

going to the tomb early in the morning. She is taken aback when she sees the stone 

rolled away, she gets Peter and another disciple, they race to the tomb, the other 

disciple gets there first, looks inside and sees: nothing much! Nothing but an empty 

tomb with empty wrappings lying there. He sees the nothing, the emptiness, and it 

makes him believe – that’s what it said in the story: 

 
…the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, went in, and he saw and believed – John 20:8 

 

Sometimes there isn’t much to see and yet we believe! 

 

So how do you see God active in your life right now – especially now, when you 

see so much emptiness around you? 
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2) 

A few days ago I went on a Sunday afternoon walk with my 7 year old son Hans. 

We walked past a driveway in our neighborhood and the kids were writing down 

messages with chalk. One statement was especially large and I had Hans read it out 

loud: “God -’s - got - this! God’s got this. Huh! What does that mean daddy?” 

 

I have to tell you, I got the greatest kick out of explaining to Hans that I believed 

people wrote it down because they wanted to encourage others in this time of 

severe crisis our world is in right now. 

 

But I have to admit. One of my initial thoughts was: What if things go really bad? 

What happens when this pandemic starts killing people that are dear to me? When 

our economy really tanks and we go not only in a recession but a full blown 

depression? Will I still say that God’s got this?  

What do you say: Is it premature and naïve to put down a statement like that? 

 

I’m embarrassed to admit that I struggled with such thoughts. Today is Easter – 

today we celebrate the foundational element of our faith: That God got this, when 

all hope seemed lost and Jesus had died a cruel and premature death – Easter came 

along and God reversed the curse into a blessing.  

Every time there is tragedy in God’s world we get to turn to our God who got 

things in his hands. No matter how chaotic things in this world and your life get – 

God invites you to trust the Good News in Jesus Christ. 

 

When things go all dark around me, I need to hear the good old story of Jesus and 

his love, of Good Friday that is followed by Easter, of light defeating the powers of 

darkness.  

We live in a dark and empty world right now. Now is the time to believe that 

God’s light shines in the darkness and that the darkness has not overcome it (John 

1:5). Now is the time to put on our sidewalks and on our FB posts and on our lives 

that God does indeed got this. 

 

“God’s got this.” It’s our new slogan here at church, we put it on our web page, we 

purchased a banner for the outside – and I invite you to make it the banner of your 

life! Because this world needs to hear it. This is not a time to be timid and to doubt 

in God’s goodness – this is a time to shout it out loud. 

  

3) 

I don’t know about you, but sometimes I feel like I have to defend my faith when 

tragedy strikes. The other day I was scrolling through newsfeeds on my phone and 

a headline caught my attention:  

“Christianity offers no answer about the coronavirus,” it read. I 

immediately assumed that it was an article that was going after some preachers 

who had made unfortunate statements. 
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But to my surprise it wasn’t. The headline had a sub title: “Christianity offers no 

answer about the coronavirus - it’s not supposed to. It turned out the article was 

written by a famous English theologian and bishop of the Anglican Church.  

 

At the end of the article he writes: 

 
It is no part of the Christian vocation, then, to be able to explain what’s happening and 
why. In fact, it is part of the Christian vocation not to be able to explain—and to lament 
instead. As the Spirit laments within us, so we become, even in our self -isolation, small 
shrines where the presence and healing love of God can dwell. And out of that there can 
emerge new possibilities, new acts of kindness, new scientific understanding, new hope… 

God’s light shines in the darkness, that is the only answer we can offer, that is the 

answer we can live. Every Day.  

 

Now is the time to profess that God’s got this – it’s the story of Easter, of Christ 

defeating death, darkness and sin, proofing to the world that he’s got it. 

 

Now is the time to encourage each other that God still does have this whole world 

in his hands. Shouldn’t we? 
 

Markus, singing: 
1 He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

 

Pastor Liz, singing 
2 He's got the wind and the rain in his hands.  
(Sing three times)  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

 

Bob, Larry and Bruce, singing 
3 He's got the little tiny baby in his hands. . . .  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

 

Markus, singing 

He’s got Covid19, in his hands… 

  

All, singing 
6 He's got everybody out there in his hands. . .  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  

 

GOD’S GOT THIS!  

I don’t want to make light of a serious situation. Yes people are dying, you and I, 

we may be dying, loved ones may be dying – the economy will further tank, and 

isolation is going to create real issues. 

 

But that’s why we have to keep it together and trust that God’s got this. That our 

lives and the human race is not in the hands of a virus or a viral accident but in the 

hands of God in the same way as the world was in God’s hand when Jesus died but 

came back to life to offer us the same.  

 

We don’t always see how God’s got this, but seeing is not always believing. 

Sometimes God’s light can be felt rather than seen. 

 

May you all feel the hope and the light of God that overcomes the darkness. May 

you all share in Christ’s victory over sin and death. May you all find comfort and 

hope in your faith that God’s got this. Amen. 
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