
Sermon Ash Wednesday 2021 

“In the Wild - Part Two!!” – Rev. Markus Wegenast  

Daniel 9:3-4a 

 
3 Then I turned to the Lord God, to seek an answer by prayer and supplication with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. 4 I 

prayed to the LORD my God and made confession 

 

 Play: “In the Wild” – VBS 2019 theme song until refrain is over… 

 

1) 

Do you know this song? “In the wild, in the wild, explosion of emotions when we see what we see, in the wild, in the wild, 

so much to discover for you and me…” 

It was our 2019 VBS theme song –we used it also as theme song for our 2020 Ash Wednesday service last year. 

 

Ash Wednesday 2020 – my, that seems like an eternity away – how much the world has changed since… 

 

Back then we compared the theme of being “in the wild” with the 40 day wildness journey of Jesus. We realized that our 

lives have wilderness stretches too…And what a wilderness we all got into only three weeks later. The whole world did!  

 

Can you believe that this world has been dealing with a pandemic for a year now? 

What a wilderness! But we realize the coronavirus pandemic is only one of the many wildernesses that we have. It’s on 

top of all the other wilderness experiences of your life. 

 

2) 

I felt that our prelude today that Jack sang was so appropriate. I wonder how the lyrics of that song connected with you: 

 

…Are you with me after all? 

Why can't I hear you? 

Are you with me through it all? 

Then why can't I feel you? 

Stay with me don't let me go… 

 

Did you find yourself in these words? What causes you these days to wonder if God is still with you? There is no shame to 

admitting this – the Psalms of the Bible are full with words of questioning whether God is still present. The life experiences 

of some of the greatest figures of faith are filled with moments where they wonder: “God, are you still there? Are you with 

me through it all? Then why can’t I feel you.” 

 

Martin Luther, John Wesley, Mother Theresa – all had moments in which they felt abandoned by God. Even Jesus felt 

abandoned on the cross! 

 

How do you encounter God when you can’t feel God? How does the sovereignty, the power, the grace and the love of 

God become real and sustain you when you can’t feel him? 

 

3) 

Ash Wednesday is a great day to ponder such a question. Ash Wednesday is a day for us to focus on our own mortality 

and sin that disconnects us from God. It’s not a negative day. AW points us into a direction that overcomes the wilderness 

of death and disconnect with God; it’s a day that wants to give context to our question: “God, where are you?” 

 

In the OT book of Daniel we heard a brief but powerful piece of advice: 

 
3 Then I turned to the Lord God, to seek an answer by prayer and supplication with fasting and sackcloth and 

ashes. 4 I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession… 

 

 

 



Daniel experienced the wilderness and it caused him to turn to God to find answers. His wilderness experience was not a 

pandemic. He was living in a foreign land because his homeland was taken over by a powerful enemy.  

Daniel grew up as member of a defeated people. He and his people had plenty of reason to lose their faith and I’m sure, at 

times they did. But faith kept coming back to them in the midst of their wilderness experience. 

 

Can you relate to that? 

 

Daniel started to study scripture in his wilderness journey. He studied the writings of an old prophet from his homeland. 

He studied the prophesies of Jeremiah. It’s possible Daniel knew Jeremiah personally when he was still back in his 

homeland as a little boy – but now he is reading his words. What he reads makes a huge difference in his life.  

 

Jeremiah actually prophesied the amount of time that it would take for Daniel and his people to be in the wilderness 

abroad. “When 70 years are over, God is ready to bring you back home.” (paraphrased) 

 

And Daniel realizes: “70 years, wait a minute, that is about now. God really is still at work in our lives!” Can you imagine 

how excited he was about that?  

 

What’s interesting to me is that he used a certain method of finding God’s presence: He fasted, he put on sackcloth, and 

he used ashes… and it helped! 

 

I know people who still fast when they are searching for answers, the sackcloth and ashes are probably a bit harder to 

translate into our times.  

But all these actions show us one thing: Daniel took his question seriously. He did whatever was natural for him to search 

for answers. 

 

I think this is what we are invited to learn today. When we feel that God has abandoned us, when we feel that the wildness 

is just bit too much for us to handle, when we feel like being stuck in a spiritual desert – we should cry out to God and to 

other: I can’t feel God.  

 

Just, let’s not give up with the question. We may feel we are at a standstill when we have the guts to say out loud: “God I 

can’t feel you.” Maybe you even have to stand still for a bit.  

But you can search God even when you stand still and stuck. God will let himself be found whenever we search – when 

we show him that we’re serious about our searching and put on our forms of sackcloth, when we fast or when we put on 

ashes.  

 

Today we all have the opportunity to literally put on ashes. It is just an outward sign – no magic.  

 

When you put it on, may it become for you an internal reality.  

May you come before God and honestly seek him in the mist of your wilderness experience – whatever that wilderness 

may be for you.  

And may you find how God will let himself be found for you. 

 

Amen. 

 

  


