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Sermon 09-07/08-2019 

Out of Sight, Out of Mind – Finding God in the “Thin Places” of Life (1 of 8) 

Finding God in the Rollercoaster Rides of Life – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Psalm 27:1,8f,13f 

 

Triumphant Song of Confidence 

Of David. 
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

    whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

    of whom shall I be afraid? 

… 
8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 

    Your face, LORD, do I seek. 
9     Do not hide your face from me. 

… 
13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD 

    in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the LORD; 

    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

    wait for the LORD! 

 

 

1) 

It was the last week of the semester. I had completed my one-year stay in the 

United States (…). I came here in 2001 to get a more international perspective on 

my theological studies and to improve my English. But I was about to leave with 

something I didn’t expect: a girlfriend! 

 

Carrie and I met on the first day of school at the seminary in Chicago. Little did we 

know that half a year later we started dating, and by the end of the school year we 

were faced with the humongous question: Is this going to work out? Can we really 

maintain a trans-Atlantic relationship and eventually get married? 

 

I remember so vividly the thing one of my teachers at the seminary told me: 

“Markus,” she said, “you are standing at a cross roads of your life. There are two 

things that can happen now…” and she introduced me to two English sayings that I 

wasn’t familiar with. You, I’m sure, know them: 

“Out of sight, out of mind.” vs. “Distances make the heart grow fonder.” 

 

Well, 17 years later, you don’t have to guess which of the opposing sayings turned 

out to be true for the relationship of Carrie and I: 

Indeed, distance did make our heart grow fonder and last month we got to celebrate 

our 15th wedding anniversary. 

 

“Distance makes the heart grow fonder…” – what an interesting concept! 
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Do you think it works in terms of your relationship with God!! That’s got to be the 

weirdest question a pastor could ask of you: Why would your love for God get 

stronger in times when you feel distant or even forsaken by him? 

 

The Bible tells us that God is never distant to us. Sure, there are things we can do 

to distance ourselves from God. We do have the free will to wander off, but there 

is nothing, no power, that prohibits to draw near him again if we long for it.  

In the Bible we find powerful stories of people who feel close to God even 

though their life-circumstances suggest that they are miles away from him (i.e. 

Jonah’s heart grows fond of God when he’s in the belly of a fish; the Israelites 

grow fond of God when they’re stuck in the wilderness; and Paul writes powerful 

words of scripture when he is in prison…). 

 

I have to tell you it seems to me that the other statement that my seminary teacher 

taught me is far more dangerous when it comes to our relationship with God: “Out 

of sight, out of mind.” 

 

Take this statement and apply it to your relationship with God. Doesn’t it hit 

home? God so easily escapes our consciousness when we don’t look for him 

anymore. I don’t say this with judgment – just with objectivity.  

For some reason that I don’t understand it is so easy that the most high God, 

the Maker in whom we live, can just slip away from our consciousness when we 

start not paying attention to him. Isn’t that absurd? But that’s the world we live in; 

that’s the lives we live: God is easily lost through our un-consciousness.  

 

The good thing, the grace of the matter, is that God knows that. And so throughout 

the human story, God has shown us that he breaks into our unconsciousness of 

him. God loves breaking our distance, God loves to come into our mind when we 

lost sight of him! God proves to us that distance indeed can make the heart grow 

fonder… when we look for him! 

 

2) 

The title of our fall message series for the next 8 weeks is: Out of Sight, Out of 

Mind – Finding God in the “Thin Places” of Life. 

What is a thin place? (point out note in bulletin) … 
 

Prior to the arrival of the Christian message on the British Isles, Celtic spirituality 

embraced the idea that there are special places in which divine encounters happen 

– they called those: Thin Places. When the Good News of Christ spread, Celtic 

Christians extended their understanding of Thin Places to encompass all areas of 

life (not just physical locations) in which they experienced God through Christ. A 

thin place is when or where you encounter God in surprising and powerful ways, 

when there seems to be no room in between the love of Christ and you. 
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Have you had such thin place experiences in your life? Have you lost sight of God 

in a way that he seemed completely out of your mind but then the distance made 

your heart grow fonder? Your heart grew so fond of God that all of the sudden you 

met him in a thin place of your life? 

 

Oh, how powerful it is to find God in everyday life. How powerful it is to have 

these moments in life when God shows up… 

 Read selected verses of Psalm 27  

 

I want to share with you how I myself got to experience this: 

 

“Distance makes the heart grow fonder” – yes, this turned out true for Carrie and I. We 

got married in 2004 and decided not to rush having children. At some point in our 

marriage we started trying – but for some reason it just didn’t work out. We grew 

concerned and started a series of testing that eventually resulted in a fertility doctor 

telling us that we will not be able to have children without severe medical intervention.  

So now what? We thought. We decided to give modern medicine a try and went 

through some of those severe medical interventions but it just wouldn’t work out: 

“You can’t have kids after all” – was the conclusion by the fertility experts.  

 

I still remember that day when we got that information. We each had our own way of 

trying to cope with the news. At some point we took a walk together through the Kettle 

Moraine – and it somehow helped. I’m not sure if it was a ‘thin place’ experience. 

Most parts felt more like it was a walk through the valley of the shadow of death – no 

hope of having kids – just Carrie and I – the couple whose hearts grew fonder when 

they were distant…  

 

But then another thought occurred: What about adoption? And so we went through 

that process. It was a long and complicated process but finally we got our name 

into the Wisconsin lottery to be chosen to become adoptive parents. Carrie was 

optimistic and her optimism was contagious. 

 

It was a Saturday when we got the letter that messed up our optimism: “We are 

sorry to inform you” it read “that you did not make it into our pool of potential 

adoptive parents. Please try again next year.” 

That was a blow in the face. Come on God – we thought. We understand that 

sometimes life in this world just prohibits couples from being parents, that’s ok, 

but why not even grant us to adopt?  

 

No, God was not out of sight, God was on the hot seat of our judgment and 

disappointment. But little did we know what God had in store for us. Less than 24 

hours later Carrie took a random – absolutely random – pregnancy test and found 

out: Surprise, we are pregnant! 
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3) 

Friends, how much I wish I could now end this story with telling you: “And then 

just everything went well. We got a baby boy.” No, not everything went well. 

Things went absolutely horrific with Hans’ pregnancy. We had this miracle 

conception and the very doctor who told us we can’t have kids, actually guided us 

through the initial stages of the pregnancy. But then things turned for the worse 

and we were told that the life that was growing in Carrie’s belly had major… major 

issues. There was a possibility, the new doctors told us, that this baby wouldn’t 

make it through the first hours of life, that things are just completely out of order 

with this “miracle” baby that we weren’t supposed to conceive. Chromosomal 

defects were taken into consideration but even the doctors felt that abortion was 

not the way to go for this little miracle pregnancy. 

And so we went into the delivery of our first child who decided to come one month 

early, interrupting the 8 year distance-makes-the-heart-grow-fonder-wedding- 

anniversary we were celebrating. A beautiful, healthy young boy was born.  

 

Was that a thin place of our lives? Yes it was, but it was pre-ceded by multiple 

thin places. On every horrific stage of the development of Hans’s birth there was a 

thin place. I don’t want to paint an idealized picture of this story – there were many 

moments when out of sight out of mind seemed appropriate. But instead “distance 

made the heart grow fonder” and won us over.  

 

4) 

I don’t know why but I felt for some time that I needed to share this anxious 

rollercoaster episode of Carrie’s and my life with you today. The beginning of fall, 

kick off Sunday, and going back to school, is often accompanied by anxiety. 

How many of you parents had to encourage nervous kids about going back to 

school? How many of us grownups suffer from anxiety in our lives? I’ve read 

somewhere that despite all our technological and social advances our generation is 

more anxious than ever. 

 

The one thing that today’s scripture reading wants to bring across is that anxiety is 

fought best by confidence in God. Read verses…  

 

Please, let this Psalm encourage you. Take it not just as an ancient writing – take it 

as a Word of God: hear the triumphant confidence that is displayed here. It’s a 

confidence that is upheld in the midst of hardship and that’s important to note. It 

encourages everyone who is stuck in hardship to cultivate confidence.  

Is that something you think you can do? Cultivate confidence? Not through self-

improvement tapes but through finding God. He may be out of sight but he doesn’t 

have to be out of mind and heart. Even in the distance, in the hardship of life, your 

love can grow fonder and work miracles. 

May we all find many thin places this fall and fall in love with God again. Amen.  


