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Sermon 09-28/29-2019 

The Justice of God - Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 18:1-8 

 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2 He 

said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In 

that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 

opponent.’ 4 For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 

and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, 

so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what 

the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 

night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 

yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

 

1) 

Today our series of thin places leads us to the topic of injustice… 

 

I want to invite you to take a look at the image on the insert in your bulletin. It’s an 

image of lady justice, the goddess Iustitia in her famous depiction wearing a toga, a 

blindfold, and the scales. It’s not visible on the image here but in her hand she 

would typically hold a sword representing justice’s authority. 

 

Many of us look at this image and see in it an expression of the impartiality of a 

good justice system. In a just world cases are weighed against each other solely 

based on the strengths of a case's support and opposition – no cheating, no peaking, 

just the facts and the laws applied. 

 

But is this how you experience justice in all matters of your life in this world? 

 

2) 

70 years ago in a concentration camp somewhere in Germany. A Romanian Jew 

has to observe the gruesome hanging of three fellow prisoners, one of them just a 

child. All the prisoners are forced to witness the hanging, in fact, they have to walk 

past the gallows and watch their friends die. The child would struggle the longest 

since his bodyweight is lower.  

During this senseless and barbaric act someone asks a question that was 

probably on the mind of every single person witnessing the cruel hanging: “Where 

is God?”…1 

 

Yes, where is God in this world when injustice strikes? Why does God not show 

up as the sovereign, impartial, fair judge with a sword in his hand to wield divine 

authority? What does God have in common with the image of the fair Greek 

goddess? 

 

                                                           
1 Night, Elie Wiesel, 1960, p. 62 
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3)  

The Bible tells us that God is just. How do you reconcile the presence of abhorrent 

injustices with a belief that God is good, all powerful and just? 

Maybe today’s lesson from Luke’s gospel can help us. 

 

In the story that we just heard we have Jesus describe God’s love and justice. He 

tells a parable about a widow who kept coming to a pretty ignorant secular judge. 

She wanted to be helped in the injustice that she experienced and the judge 

eventually helps her because she kept bothering him with her case. 

 

Is that how you experience God in the world?  

 

4) 

There is one important thing that we have to do first when we want to understand 

Jesus’ parable about the widow and the judge. Some Bibles give this parable the 

headline:  

“The unjust judge” – and that is exactly what the judge in the story is. 

He is not a neutral judge who blindly and faithfully wants to apply the laws of his 

day – he is an unjust judge who neither feared God nor respected the basic rights of 

people (Verse 4). The only reason the judge helps the widow is because she is so 

persistent and he gets tired of her. 

 

It’s a life reality that I’m sure many of you have actually experienced. Sometimes 

this is how our world works. We have to be persistent enough and eventually, if we 

just work hard enough on it, then, sometimes, we do get what we want. [e.g. you 

keep calling a company that send you a malfunctioning product until you get reimbursed; your 

trial loses in court and goes up to the next level until all the way to the supreme court…] 
Jesus knows that this is how this world works, but he tells us this is NOT 

how God works! 

 

Jesus tells us that God is different. The justice of God is not brought about by 

wearing him out because our God is a God who loves his children. 

 
“…will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay 

long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them.” – Verse 7f 

 

“Quickly” … Quickly! 

 

It didn’t seem to work for many of the Jews – who are still God’s people – in the 

Nazi concentration camps. And I wonder if it is your experience when you 

encounter in justice. 

 

What do we do with that statement of Jesus? Ignore it? Rationalize it? Take it not 

so seriously? I find none of that acceptable… 
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5) 

Maybe what we have to do is look at all of what Jesus says in the story… Does that 

sound like a good idea? 

 

Telling us that God grants justice quickly is one thing he says, but he also asks a 

pretty spectacular and provocative question in the end: 

 
”And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” – V.8 

 

For Jesus justice and faith belong somehow together. And more: A way to express 

faith for him is to never give up praying. That’s what this whole parable is about: 

 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. – V.1 

 

How does this play out in real life – the non-parable life? 

 

I have no doubt in my mind that the Jews in WWII concentration camps prayed 

fervently and did not lose heart. They were confronted with horrific versions of 

injustice and there was no judge who grew tired of their praying to grant them 

justice.  

“Where is God?” Was the question a man asked who saw a young boy dying 

on the gallows. Maybe it was a prayer: “God, where are you?” 

One Jewish man in the concentration camp gave an answer, he thought to 

himself: “Where is God? He’s right there, hanging on the gallows.” 

 

With that Elie Wiesel, the Jewish man from Romania, gave one of the most 

Christian answers in regards to the justice of God: 

God is the God who suffers with us when the curses of humanity play out. When 

humanity is at its worst, God is at his best and quickly. Suffering for us, suffering 

with us.  

 

I have no doubt, many of us would like to see a different approach. We’d rather see 

God intervene with a sword, coming quickly in the fashion of a supernatural 

science fiction super hero. For some reason, this is not how this world works. This 

world has real injustices. And this world has a real God. 

 

Jesus tells his followers:  

You’re not going to be spared – you will find yourselves in situations in 

which you have to cry out to God. Do it – and don’t give up crying out to him! 

 

Some of us will and have experienced injustice despite our faith in Christ. Some of 

us … because of our faith in Christ. 

Jesus tells us to not stop praying because of it but to keep praying & never give up. 
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6) 

What can you do to follow his instruction? What can you do to keep staying in 

love with God and not lose your faith? Could it be… 

 

Fellowship with other believers? 

Searching scripture? 

Engaging in worship? 

Celebrating communion? 

Practicing family and personal prayer? 

Fasting or abstinence? 

Leading a fervent devotional life? 

 

Christians throughout the centuries, particularly Christians of the Methodist 

movement, have found such acts to be means by which God’s grace can be 

experienced anew. 

When we are intentional about our devotional life we open ourselves up for having 

thin spaces with God in our lives.  

 

Not only does it strengthen our determination to pray – it will also keep us from 

becoming someone who inflicts injustice. 

Do you believe you’re capable to inflict injustice? I believe we all can – I believe 

we all can escape it by staying in love with the God who suffers with us. 

 

May we go forth from here today, embracing a God who is ready to come quickly 

to people who do not quit their faith and keep praying. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

After moments of reflection: discard image of Iusticia since it is NOT at all an 

image that works to portray the justice of God… 

 

 


