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Sermon 09-27-2020 

Courage and Love – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

1 Corinthians 13: 1-8a, 13 
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I 

have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I 

may boast,[a] but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 

not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never ends… 

13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

 

1) 

I walk into our kitchen on Friday evening. I see Carrie and say: “Did you see they are discussing the succession for Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg? Is she retiring?” Carrie looks at me with a very odd facial expression, pauses for a moment and says: 

“Honey, she died.” 

I had not watched the news that day yet, but I kept checking the news all day on my cell phone. Not once did I see in the 

news that RBG died, all I saw was the discussion about her replacement! 

Friends, I understand that in American politics filling a vacant Supreme Court justice seat is a heated and important topic. 

But I have to wonder: Isn’t it unfortunate that we live in a time when the news of someone’s death is almost immediately 

taken over by news about their replacement? 

RBG was probably the most well-known of the current Supreme Court justices. Some loved her, some found her deeply 

problematic. 

On Saturday I watched a news segment where they highlighted an interesting episode of Ginsburg’s life: It was no 

secret that she was very much at odds with her conservative colleagues on the SC. But for some reason that didn’t keep 

her from having a sincere relationship with conservative justice Antonin Scalia. RBG shared on several occasions what 

her conservative friend said. When people asked him how he can be friends with Ruth, he responded: 

 

“I attack ideas, I don't attack people…”1 

The context of this Ginsburg/Scalia relationship quote is the courtroom, but the essence of it brings us right to our topic of 

today: courageous love! 

It takes courageous love to do what Judge Scalia said. And unfortunately what he and RBG practiced is rather exceptional 

than standard. 

 

2) 

What is love? God is love the Bible tells us (1 John 4:6). And in today’s famous passage from the Bible we hear powerful 

words that spell out what divine love is: 

 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 

not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never ends… 

 

Believe it or not, we are not the first society in world history that struggles with living out love toward each other.  

The Corinthian Christians struggled to love each other. They were polarized in their opinions, in their ideas about life, in 

their practice on how to live in this world. And so I feel the instruction that the Apostle Paul gave them are instructions 

that we in our day need just as desperately.  

                                                           
1 I attack ideas. I don't attack people. And some very good people have some very bad ideas. And if you can't separate the 

two, you gotta get another day job. You don't want to be a judge. At least not a judge on a multi-member panel. Antonin 
Scalia 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A+1-8a%2C13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28653a
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/antonin-scalia-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/antonin-scalia-quotes
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In the midst of a polarized society, God’s word tells us that there is “a better way.” Let’s be honest, don’t we want to live 

by that better way? We can’t be satisfied about the level of dividedness that we are experiencing day in and day out.  

We are divided about how to best fight racism, how to best do school for children during a pandemic, how to best deal 

with public health, how to best vote, how to best do politics and Supreme Court justice nominations. 

Don’t we want to overcome such dividedness and find a better way? 

I don’t think we will ever find a way to all agree – but hearing today’s scripture I think God wants us to find a way to all 

love each other.  

If we love each other we are going to be able to see the best in us instead of focusing on the worst in each other. It helps 

us to stop attacking people and instead attacking ideas. Some ideas have to be attached and when we do it in love we will 

maintain the humility that what we attack may actually not be so wrong! But if we keep confusing the idea with the 

person – it’s hard to live with each other. 

Love “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 

Love looks for the good in people and does not have prejudice. 

 

3) 

One day, Billy Graham, the famous evangelist, went golfing with people he didn’t personally know. One of the golfers 

was a famous athlete and he was asked what it was like to golf together with BG. The athlete talked about how 

challenging it was to put up with the judgmentalism of BG. 

Another golfer just stared at the athlete and said: “Dude, BG didn’t say a word.” 

I’m not sure if I conceived this story 100% accurately, but the morale of the story is that sometimes we reduce a person to 

what we make them out to be without ever getting to know them, let alone listening to them. 

For some reason the athlete who golfed with BG just assumed that BG must be a judgmental person and his predjudice 

wouldn’t let him experience who BG really was. 

We do not have love when we let our preconceived notions about someone make it impossible for us to get to know the 

person.  

I believe this is especially true in this election season. 

 

Check for yourself: What do you think when you drive by your neighbor’s house who has a sign for the other party/person 

in her front yard? Do you reduce her to your suspiciousness about the candidate or do you still see the best in her (V7)? 

Love believes the best of others and hopes the best for them. [This may even help you to cope with an election result that 

goes against what you desire for.] 

 

4) 

A long time ago the Apostle Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit of God, wanted to save the Corinthians from their disunity 

by prescribing them love. He knew that love is the glue that binds Christians to God and to each other. 

See, the message from the AP is directed to people of faith; to people who believe and follow Jesus. Chances are that 

someone who hears this message today has not made this decision. If that is you, I want to encourage you: Don’t turn 

away from these words that Paul directed to Corinthian believers – God wants to speak through these words to you as 

well. I want to invite you: take the hand of this God of love that he extends to all of us. Make this step of commitment and 

follow him, trust him. 

Do I say this because I want to grow the Christian family? I say this because I want to see how God’s love transforms us. 

Some of you have decided many ages ago to follow Jesus – but you too have to understand that Jesus always needs us to 

renew our commitment. This is a time when we have to do that! 

Love the way 1 Corinthians 13 describes it is love that leads to unity and the well-being of the community. We can’t be 

surprised that we don’t have this when we don’t commit to the guidance of our God. 

 

These next couple of weeks, you will have many opportunities to be patient and kind. When you feel the anger rise in you, 

turn to God. Choose love and live love – from the heart – authentically – as often as you can. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


