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September Memory Verse: 
 

 

“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God.”   Romans 15:7 
 

 

DEADLINE 

FOR  
OCTOBER 

NEWSLETTER 
ALL ARTICLES ARE 

DUE 
 BY SEPTEMBER 16TH  

 

 

 

 

We have been getting ready for Kick Off weekend with many events 

in August welcoming our members and friends back to church!  We 

hope you have enjoyed the Back-to-School Ice Cream Social, Picnic & 

Worship Wednesday events, and our Cuban Event celebrating our 

Sister Church. We also had a night out at the ball park!  

(see pictures on page 5) 

 

 
 

 

Join us for worship as we formally kick off our  

First Church program year with… 
 

 

 A Ministry Fair after each worship service  

 The kids starting Sunday School!! (see page 6) 

  A Dessert Buffet! 

 A Bounce House! (Sunday morning) 
 

More Welcome Back Events throughout September- see page 15! 

 

 

 

Weekend! 
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SEPTEMBER 2021 PASTOR PONDERINGS 

THE POWER OF AN INVITATION 

 

 

I’ve said it before, I still believe it, I have not seen this truth debunked: If 

someone sincerely and personally invites you to something, it changes something 

within you. I have been invited to many events in my life that I would have never 

attended and had no interest nor intention to attend – but the heartfelt invitation 

that was given me changed everything. I haven’t always enjoyed each event that I 

was personally invited to, but I have rarely regretted going.  

 

Has this been true for you? Have you followed an invitation even though you 

didn’t feel like going? And afterwards you felt better for going? There is great 

power in a sincere invitation. 

 

Throughout August and continuing into September we’ve had and will have 

many events at our church to which we welcome people from our church family 

and our community. I believe we are good in the art of welcoming here at First 

Church – but welcoming in itself is not sufficient. Each act of welcoming 

someone has to be preceded by the act of invitation. So I want to invite you, all 

of you, to do your best to not only be welcoming as you engage with people at 

our church events – also be invitational. You may not feel like a very effective 

inviter, but if you invite someone to church sincerely it WILL make a difference 

in that person. They may not always be able to come, but your invitation stands 

and will be the opportunity for continued conversation with that person. 

 

God has a standing invitation for you at all times: “Come and see” (John 1:39), 

and what we get to see is life changing.  

 

See you in September! 

 

             
 

Pastor Markus 
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In September we will make God’s welcoming love the main theme for our worship services, and we want to 

practice welcoming hospitality. Join us not only for worship but also for the mid-week fellowship events. Please 

be welcoming and hospitable yourself, invite a friend, a neighbor or a family member to join you for worship, 

food and good fellowship. 

 

 

September 2021 Preaching Plan 

Theme: “Welcomed Back by God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 4/5 – Communion, Labor Day weekend, Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: Leviticus 19:34 & Hebrews 13:2 

Theme: Hospitality toward strangers 

 

September 11/12 – Kick-off Sunday, Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: Romans 15:5-9a 

Theme: God’s welcoming love, our welcoming love 

 

Wednesday, September 15 in City Park 

 Pig Roast (5:15pm) 

 Worship (6pm) 

 Fellowship (6:30-7:30pm) 

 

September 18/19 – Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: Luke 10: 30-37 

Theme: Bent-over-backwards hospitality 

 

Wednesday, September 22 

 Celebrating our Public Servants (5:15pm in the parking lot, food and mini-talks) 

 

September 25/26 – Pastor Hae-Jeong preaching  

Text: Galatians 3:23-29 

Theme: The power of cross-cultural 

 

Wednesday, September 22 

   Cross Cultural Celebration with communion (5:15pm in the parking lot, food and mini-talks) 

 
 
     

Preaching Plan
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Did you receive grace from the Lord? Do you want to grow as a mature Christian? Do 

you want to have the joy of living in Christ? If yes, then be a facilitator of a small group. 

 

In last month's newsletter, I talked about the importance of small groups. It is an essential 

part of the Christian journey. Our main worship service is surely a powerful time to meet 

God and be empowered by his word and presence. However, it is not enough. But our 

worship should continue in our daily life as a living sacrifice. And we need to gather 

together regularly to reflect our motivation of thoughts, words, and life, and be helped by 

God. There are no life circumstances that we cannot overcome.  

 

We need our brothers and sisters to hold hands together before God and pray together for 

our faults and needs! We cannot do it alone; we need each other because God created us 

to be a holy community in the image of the trinity God.  

 

Christian life means a loving relationship with others and with God. For this life, we need 

a particular Christian principle following the example of Jesus. We will learn it from the 

facilitator training sessions by Sue D'Alessio in September. All small groups will be 

empowered and transformed by the word, care for each other, prayer, outreach and 

service. (This principle is handled in the book The Walk. Cynthia Whitely and Kathi 

West will lead a small group study in September.) Facilitator training sessions will give 

you more energy through the principle of how we can apply it to our groups. 

 

There can be various small groups; 

• Neighborhood-based Small Groups allow for the opportunity to live life 

 together by being constant source of encouragement instead of meeting only once 

 a week.  

• Hobby Small Groups such as knitting, sewing, car repair, exercise, etc. gather 

 together around their joy, and use their joy as a tool of service for others.  

• Prayer Small Groups pray for each other, and for the needs of the church,  

 community, and nation, and of the world. The guideline will be provided by 

 pastor Hae-Jeong weekly. 

• Young parents, seniors, and singles Small Groups can benefit from meeting 

 with others who understand their particular challenges: each group can support 

 specific needs.   

• Bible Study Small Groups learn the life principles through the word of God.  

• Special interest Small Groups such as choir, trustees, justice, visitation, 

 helping others, etc.; you will serve by what you are specifically interested in. 
 

Are you motivated to be a facilitator? Then, please send me an email, sign up for the 

facilitator training sheet at the reception desk or in the office. I will support you with 

resources and prayers so that you may further venture into the ocean of the Lord. 
 

Grace and peace,  

 

 

 

Pastor Hae-Jeong 

 

Grace and peace, 
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Rehoboth Congolese Congregation 
 

We have the opportunity in September to support the Rehoboth Congolese Congregation with donations of various hygiene 

and cleaning supplies. Purchasing these types of supplies can be confusing for someone not familiar with the retail practices 

in the USA. Also, these supplies are not covered by government financial assistance like food is. We have opened our 

church doors to the Congregation and this is a way to help with our hearts. Following is a list of most needed items: size 4,5 

and 6 diapers, baby wipes, feminine hygiene pads, shampoo, toothpaste, men and women’s deodorant, bars of hand soap, 

laundry detergent, liquid dish detergent, toilet bowl cleaner, and toilet paper.  

Please put items in the designated box near the Wesley Room. If you are unable to drop off items and wish to donate, 

please forward cash or check donations to the church office indicating it is for the September Mission of the Month. The 

shopping will be done for you! 

As always, the Mission Committee thanks you for your support. If you have any questions about the September Mission of 

the Month, feel free to contact Cynthia Whitely. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Are you looking for ways to live out your faith by serving those in need in our local community?  Does 

your employer offer time-off to participate in volunteer activities?  Each month, First Church will provide 

opportunities for anyone to participate in hands-on volunteering opportunities throughout our local 

community.   
 

On July 30th, ten First Church volunteers prepared and served a delicious and nutritious meal to the 

residents of the Pillars Adult Shelter. From desserts to meal prep, serving and cleanup, they were all the 

hands and feet of God. 
 

On Aug. 3rd, at least five First Church volunteers participated in the inaugural Appleton RUBY’S PANTRY 

drive-through food distribution at First English Lutheran Church providing food to at least 200 families.  

First Church volunteers served as hospitality team members as well as food loaders.  Opportunities to 

volunteer for Ruby’s Pantry will be the first Thursday of each month at First English Lutheran. All 

volunteers for Ruby’s Pantry need to register at https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer . Be sure 

to enter Appleton, WI as your primary location, and indicate that you are part of a First United Methodist 

Church group, with Donna Frick as Contact Person.  The volunteer coordinator from First English will be 

in contact to confirm your participation 

 

On Aug. 19th, six First Church volunteers sorted product donations at Jake’s Network of Hope.  More than 

40 boxes of random products were sorted into appropriate categories for ultimate distribution to local non-

profits. 
 

Upcoming opportunities include JAKE’S NETWORK OF HOPE. 
 

JAKE’S NETWORK OF HOPE (formerly Jake’s Diapers) has begun a new program they are calling “Turn 

Truckloads of Fun into Truckloads of Hope”.  Jake’s is seeking volunteers with a sense of adventure, 

mixed with a commitment to make our world a better place.  Truckloads of Fun are random product 

donations from their corporate partners. Products are then sorted into logical categories that their nonprofit 

partners need.  We will have a team volunteer at Jake’s Network of Hope on Friday, Oct. 1 from 12-2 pm.  

Sign up [HERE] or by going on the church website (appfumc.org).  Come and join the fun on Oct. 1st! 
 

If you have any questions about these, or other Hands-On Ministry opportunities, please contact 

Richard Dodge at (920) 216-6842, randpdodge@gmail.com or  

Donna Frick at (920) 470-8584, dfrick47@new.rr.com  

https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer
https://appfumc.org/handson_ministry_jakes_network_of_hope_formerly_jakes_diapers
mailto:randpdodge@gmail.com
mailto:dfrick47@new.rr.com
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We are happy to announce that Holly Doughty has accepted the position of Nursery Coordinator for First 

Church in Appleton.  With the uncertainty of the pandemic, care in our nursery and toddler rooms was 

suspended.  We are thrilled to announce that effective Sunday September 12th, Holly will be responsible 

for the operation of this important ministry.  Our church will be providing Childcare for all Sunday 

worship services and all Wednesday evening activities from 5:30pm – 8:00pm during the program year 

(September-May).  Please join us in welcoming Holly to her new position!  

WELCOME HOLLY DOUGHTY OUR NEW NURSERY COORDINATOR! 

 
 
  

 

Kidz Konnection will begin on Wednesday, 

September 15th at 5:15 pm with an outdoor 

celebration for the whole family! Come join us in 

City Park for dinner, worship and fellowship. 

There will be some fun kidz activities, too! 

Regular classes will begin on Wednesday, 

September 22nd at 6:00pm in room 314. Kidz 

Konnection is for children in kindergarten thru 

5th grade. Teacher Becky Brazil Hurlbutt is 

looking forward to see you all! 
 

 

STARTING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH 

9:00AM-10:00AM 
  

Kidz get ready for an amazing  

Sunday School adventure at “CAMP OUT”  

in room 314! 
 

We’ll enjoy exciting campfire music, stories from the Bible, 

fun camp activities, and yummy Camp snacks! We can’t 

wait to see you in Sunday School! Register on our website 

appfumc.org or by calling or emailing the church office 

office@apppfumc.org . 

All children age 3-5th grade are invited. Bring a friend! 

Sunday School 2021 

mailto:office@apppfumc.org
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2021 BUDGET UPDATE AS OF JULY 31, 2021 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support of First Church.   We are truly blessed to have such a faithful congregation.  

At this time in 2021, we have received $18,000 over budget; expenses continue to remain low but anticipate that may even 

out with the return of Fall programs.   

 

Total Income             July $67,814                Year to Date  $535,444 

Budgeted Income      July $61,576                Year to Date  $517,219 

                                       Total Expenses          July $61,929                Year to Date  $412,261 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL WITH SCRIP 

 

Get back in the swing of your shopping with SCRIP!  The Scrip team is looking forward to seeing everyone back in-person 

at all worship services!  New to Scrip?   It’s easy!   Just stop by the Scrip table and purchase a gift card to anywhere that 

you shop - groceries, gas, home improvements, restaurants, you name it; we can get it!   A percent of every purchase comes 

back to the church - so you are helping the church without any extra money coming out of your pocket!  Scrip is also 

available via an app on your phone!  Just upload the RaiseRite app and use code BD4E7AC639651 for our church and you 

can buy gift cards right through your phone!   Your SCRIP team hopes to see you soon!  If you have any questions please 

contact Lynn Halley lhalley@appfumc.org  

mailto:lhalley@appfumc.org
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Habitat for Humanity 2021 Faith Build is Underway 
 

The Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity 2021 Faith Build is underway.  A new home is 

being built on 6th Street in Menasha for the Hnia and Sue Thao family.  Representatives from various 

faith communities across the Fox Cities are coming together to support this effort.  Opportunities 

exist for individuals or small groups to participate during construction workdays in August, 

September, and October.  Volunteers are needed to: 

 be a part of the work crew 

 provide site support during work day mornings 

 provide an on-site lunch for the work crew 
 

If you, or a small group of family/friends, are interested in being a part of this year’s Faith Build, 

please contact Jody Thiede at JodieT@FoxCitiesHabitat.org to inquire about availability of volunteer 

opportunities. 

PILLARS- KEYS TO HOPE! 
 

 
 

Pillars will hold its annual fund-raising benefit on November 4th.  This will include 

a silent auction, dinner, and other activities.  FUMC wants to sponsor a basket for 

the silent auction.  If you would like to help, please submit a cash donation to the 

church office indicating it is for the Pillars silent auction basket. The theme of the 

basket will be games.   

Depending on how much is collected, we might be able to create more than one 

basket. 

All donations are requested by September 27th.  If you have questions or prefer 

donating a smaller sized new game that would fit into a basket, feel free to contact 

either Pam Chitek or Cynthia Whitely.   

 

 
 

As a part of evangelism, we decided to distribute free water at First Church during the Saturday morning Appleton 

downtown Farmer’s Market on September 4th and October 2nd. You can sign up for a 2 hour shift from 8-10, or 10-noon.  

Also, we will have a booth at OCTOBERFEST in Appleton on September 25th and need volunteers.  We need your help! 

Please volunteer!! You can sign up on the You Can Count On Me insert in your bulletin or by calling the church office. 

 

 

mailto:JodieT@FoxCitiesHabitat.org
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Creating a space where youth will be excited to engage in conversations about Faith.         

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP (GRADES 6-12)        
IN THE YOUTH LOUNGE! 

STARTS SEPTEMBER 22 at 6:00 PM  
Large Group -  6:00-6:30 pm 

Classes (Including Confirmation) - 6:30-7:45 pm 

  

Sell Parking Spots 
and earn money 
for future Youth 

Ministries         
Opportunities!  

Contact Brian to 
sign up! 

  

LIMITED     

SPACES            

REMAIN! 

LIMITED     

SPACES            

REMAIN! 
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OUR CHURCH’S COVID-PROTOCOL 
 

Here are our guidelines for September: 
 

- MASK WEARING IN WORSHIP IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED.  

- SOCIAL DISTANCING AND 50% WORSHIP SPACE CAPACITY WILL BE MAINTAINED 

- BE EXTRA CONSCIOUS ABOUT MAINTAINING SOCIAL DISTANCE FROM CHILDREN IN CHURCH. 

- COFFEE HOUR AFTER WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE. 

- FUNERAL LUNCHES WILL CONTINUE TO BE OFFERED. 

-  
 

The sanctuary has been comfortably full on most Sundays and given the size of our worship space we have not exceeded 50% 

occupancy on any Sunday, so far. If you are able to return to church, please come, there is room! 

 

If you are not vaccinated we ask you to continue to take utmost precaution, we will continue to have masks available if you 

need one and online services will continue.  
 

 

 

First United Methodist Church of Appleton has an opening for our Director of Children & Family 

Ministries whose primary responsibility is the Christian Education of children from birth through 

grade 5.  This is a full-time position that recently became open with the resignation of Christine 

Ladewig after 8 years of dutiful service. If you believe this may be your calling, please contact 

Steve Spangenberg, SPRC Chairperson at stevespangenberg142@gmail.com  for more 

information. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY AT FIRST CHURCH! 

 

 

MINISTRY FAIR SEPTEMBER 12TH
 

COME AND SEE WHAT MINISTRIES ARE HERE AT FIRST CHURCH. YOU CAN LEARN OF ALL OF THE 

MINISTRIES THAT ARE A PART OF FIRST CHURCH AND ALSO THOSE GROUPS THAT DO MINISTRY IN 

OUR BUILDING. 

SEE YOU THE WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 11/12 FOLLOWING EACH SERVICE! 

mailto:stevespangenberg142@gmail.com
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HOW TO 

REGISTER? 

GO TO OUR 

CHURCH WEBSITE 

UNDER THE 

ADULT CLASSES 

AND SMALL 

GROUPS PAGE OR 

CALL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women of the Word 
“The Faithful- Heroes of the Old Testament” 

 

 

Featuring Best-Selling Studies by Beth Moore, Priscilla Shirer, Lisa Harper, Kelly Minter, and 

Jennifer Rothschild. Explore crucial moments in the lives of five Old Testament figures—Queen Esther, 

Gideon, Hosea, Malachi, and Nehemiah. Strengthen your faith as you walk alongside these larger-than-

life figures who all chose to obey God no matter the circumstances.  

Mondays, September 13-October 11. Class meets over ZOOM, 7:00-8:30 p.m., facilitated by Sue Stehula.  

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE 

IN A YEAR 

 

Sundays at 10:00am in the Wesley Room 

This study allows for connections between 

the Old and New Testament while reading 

the Bible with a group! 

We bring people deeper relationship with Jesus, develop their spiritual maturity to be like a little Christ, equip them to 

their ministry in the church and life for the joy of God. 

 

Adult Classes 

A variety of classes are scheduled through the year to help adults explore and grow in their Christian faith, and 

discipleship. Every month, several classes are scheduled in various areas. It is designed for shalom of our body, mind 

and soul such as Bible Studies, prayer meeting, facilitator’s training, meditation, physical exercises, and retreat etc. 

Many classes run four to six weeks, some meet only once.  Whether you are new to faith or have been in the church for a 

long time, you can join the company of love and faith together through the classes. Sign up through the office. 920-734-

2677 or office@appfumc.org.  

 

Teaching /facilitating 

For facilitator or leadership training, there will be workshops, classes by professionals or pastors. It will be posted in our 

newsletter Connections.  If you desire to teach, facilitate, and share your gift through classes, please connect with Pastor 

Hae-Jeong Yoon 415-846-3278, hjyoon@appfumc.org. 

PRAYER MEETINGS WITH PASTOR HAE-JEONG 
 

Starting, Monday, August 23rd at 6pm in Asbury 

Lounge.  What a privilege that we can pray to God! 

When two or three gather together, God said I will be 

with you. 

If you can pray as God wants us, you will own what 

God owns.  Let’s find joy in prayer and see the miracles 

that God works in our lives. 

WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUP 
“THE WALK” 

 

Join the Wednesday Study Group for a six-session study of Rev Adam Hamilton’s, The Walk.   

The Walk examines five essential spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’s own walk with God and  

taught through out the New Testament.  The five practices are:  worship, prayer, study, serving,  

giving, and sharing. How we carry out these practices daily is essential to our life and health of  

the church. 

Time:  Gather at 11:15 with discussion from 11:30-12:30 p.m. 

Location:  Asbury Lounge. 

Dates:  Wednesday September 29-November 3. 

Facilitators:  Kathi West and Cynthia Whitely 

Note:  both new and used books available through various book sellers.  Need help? Contact Cynthia Whitely. 

 

https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
mailto:office@appfumc.org
mailto:hjyoon@appfumc.org
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Tai Chi: helps older adults improve their balance and reduce the likelihood of falling. Research has 

shown that people who complete a Tai Chi program are half as likely to fall and are less fearful about 

falling.  In addition, Tai Chi has been proven to help with memory, stamina, concentration, relaxation, 

balance and muscle strength. 

 

Join the new Tai Chi class at FUMC starting Wednesday, September 15th at 10am.  Class is filling 

quickly and you must be pre-registered to attend! 

 

StrongBodies: Is an evidence-based strength training class that meets twice a week.  Strength training 

helps increase strength, muscle mass, bone density and maintain independence!  It is also proven to 

reduce the risks and symptoms of many chronic illnesses. 

 

Join StrongBodies at FUMC starting Monday, September 20th.   Class meets Mondays/Wednesday 

from 1:00pm-2:00pm.   Only three spots left- register quickly to secure your spot! 

 

For Registration and More information for both Tai Chi and StrongBodies, contact Nancy Krueger at 

920-740-9572 email nkrueger@vpind.com 

 

ADRC CLASSES OFFERED AT FIRST CHURCH 

 
 

 

We will be holding a Small Group Facilitator Training on September 14th and 28th at 6:30 pm. The speaker will be 

our former District Superintendent, Sue D’Allesio. We encourage all leaders, small group facilitators, and future 

facilitators to participate in this workshop, and receive the fresh breath that make the amber of our church be 

alive! For now, we planned it as in-person sessions; but in case needed, caused by rising COVID, it can be 

changed into ZOOM sessions.  Please let Pastor Hae-Jeong or Amy know if you plan to join the sessions. 

(hjyoon@appfumc.org) 

 

GROWING WIDE, GROWING DEEP – THE GIFTS OF SMALL GROUPS  

               Leading, supporting and Developing Disciples through Small Group Ministry 

Each session will incorporate practical information and training in leadership skills for small group ministry. 

  

 Session 1 Gifts of Small Groups /September 14th  

       (Small groups allow opportunities for people to both grow and learn as individuals, and to be formed, 

 known, and supported in a small community of faith…. ) 

  

 Session 2 Growing Wide, Growing Deep/ September 28th   

      (Small group ministry creates paths for making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

 world. They deepen spiritual formation and expand participation by creating enjoyable, interesting, 

 engaging welcome points for more people to become involved. )  

 

 

SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR TRAINING 

“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”  Romans 15:7 

mailto:nkrueger@vpind.com
mailto:hjyoon@appfumc.org
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CHURCH RECORDS 
 

Baptism: 
 

 8/29/2021 Eli Evans, Son of Mark & Sheri Evans 
 

 

Deaths: 
 

 8/04/2021 Barbara Coghlan 

 8/15/2021 Don Moore 

 8/17/2021 M. Joyce Edwards 

   

  

    

 

  

 
 
 

 

We need your help! The box is filled almost daily and certainly is appreciated by our homeless/less fortunate 

persons in the neighborhood.  The items that clear out the fastest are: 

 

Cans of spaghetti/meatballs; macaroni & meat  Tuna pouches 

Small cans of beans/wieners    Boxes w/crackers and chicken/tuna/ham 

Microwaveable single-serving soups   Single serving cereal boxes 

Individual sausage sticks     Individual jerky 

Vienna sausages      Fruit and applesauce containers 

Sardines       Puddings 

Snacks (protein bars, crackers/cheese, candy, etc.) Juices 

Wash cloths/soap in zip lock baggies 

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation please drop it off in the offering basket or  

church office- clearly marked for Blessing Box. Thank you. 

 

During your travels please remember the Blessing Box and  

bring in your un-opened shampoo and soaps from hotel.  

BLESSING BOX 

Please place donations in the collection 

closet by Wesley Room 

Kidz we 
can’t wait 
to see you 
for Sunday 

School 
starting 
Sunday, 

September 
12th 

9:00am!! 

Register by emailing the 
church office TODAY! 

OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG 

mailto:OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG
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SHARING SCHOOL SUPPLIES WITH  

THE CHILDREN OF THE REHOBOTH 

CONGREGATION 

AND COLUMBUS ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 
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The Befriender Ministry is available for anyone who may 

need extra support and spiritual care.  One way to reach 

out to the Befrienders is to contact pschitek@gmail.com 

Pam Chitek,  Befriender Visitation/Referral Coordinator. 

 

 

  
  

 

PRAYER 

 

     In our recent Befrienders meeting, we talked about the importance of prayer:  prayer for 

ourselves, prayer for other people, and prayer for the church and for events being offered 

by the church.  That led me to thinking about prayer.  When should I pray?  What should I 

say?  And why is it good to pray with others, as Befrienders do?  The following are some 

Biblical answers that resonate with me.   

     When should I pray?   Always!   “Pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances . . 

.” says 1Thessalonians 5:17.   And James 5:13-14 says:  “Is anyone of you in trouble?  He 

should pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise.  Is any one of you sick?  He 

should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of 

the Lord.”   

     What should I say when I pray?  I believe what the Bible tells us is that there are no 

magic words to use; rather, my prayers will be heard if I speak honestly and simply.  In 

Romans, it states:  “We do not know what to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 

us with groans that words cannot express.”  (Romans 8:26)  Jesus himself said:  “And when 

you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 

their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you 

ask him.”  (Matthew 6:7-8)  Jesus then went on to give us what we know as the Lord ’s 

Prayer.   

     Why pray with others?  James said “And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 

person well; the Lord will raise him up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore, 

confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The 

prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  (James 5:13-16)    And in Matthew 

18:19-20, Jesus said:  “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything 

you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three come 

together in my name, there am I with them.”  I believe that praying with someone else 

brings both of us closer to God and thus to knowing what His Will is for the particular 

situation we are praying about.   

     The Befrienders will continue in their prayers for each other, the church and its 

missions, and the congregation.  At least one of us will be available after the 5:30 and 9:00 

church services to pray with you, if you would like.  If you would like prayers any other 

time, please leave a card in one of the prayer boxes, or contact the church office to be put in 

touch.  We ask for your prayers, as well.   

 

Margit Williams, Befriender 

 

 

mailto:pschitek@gmail.com
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Psalm 150, verses 3-6 is culmination of praising God and encourages us to 

 

Praise him with trumpet sound; 

praise him with lute and harp! 

Praise his with tambourine and dance; 

praise him with strings and pipe! 

Praise him with clanging cymbals; 

praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord! 

 

First Church has a wonderful musical tradition of doing all of this and more. My prayers each day are for the 

strength to continue this glorious tradition and use our ministry of music to draw others closer to God’s love for 

each of us. 

 

We are in the midst of working to restart our choirs and ensembles while still working through the pandemic. I 

hope that you will join with us to be a part of our music ministry. With this in mind, here is news for when 

some of the specific groups will restart. 

 

The Sanctuary Choir will have its first rehearsal on September 1, 2021 in the Sanctuary. I know that his is 

before Labor Day Weekend, but actually later than I usually begin rehearsals. I hope that the compromise might 

make it possible for us to sing an Anthem on Kick-Off Sunday, September 12th. We will start in the Sanctuary 

so that it is possible to distance a little. More information mailed to former members with specifics at the end of 

August. 

 

Grace will begin rehearsals on Monday, September 13th. Depending on the number of singers, you should be 

able to meet in the choir room, but I will let Cindy reach out to you with more information.  

 

Bass Clef will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 22nd. The later start is due to the Service in the Park 

on Wednesday, September 15th. 

 

The Wesley Handbell Choir started their rehearsals in August and we look forward to hearing them play for 

Worship on October 10th. 

 

A-1 Brass actually played on Sunday, August 22nd, and my hope is that we can have a chance to fellowship 

with our instruments.  

 

The Festival Choir will begin rehearsals in October. More news to follow. 

 

We hope that you will return to the ensembles you participated in previous to the pandemic and I look forward 

to hearing your music as we worship the Lord.  

 

May God continue to bless our music ministry at First Church.  

 

Blessings, 

Matthew 
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GRIEFSHARE SEMINAR AND SUPPORT GROUP 

 

GriefShare is held weekly in Asbury Lounge on Tuesdays from 1p-3p, starting September 7th.  GriefShare is a program 

specifically for those grieving the death of a family member or friend.  There is a different topic and video presentation 

each week (13 weeks). There is no cost for GriefShare.  If you are interested in more information or have questions or 

concerns, please feel free to contact Phyllis Freeman at 574-2859.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet the last Thursday of the 

month starting September 30, 2021. We will meet in Asbury 

Lounge at 1:00 until about 3:00. Hope to see you there. 

 

We need your time and talents on the Chancel Committee!  There are needs 

for workers for Christmas and Easter decorating, as well as making artificial 

arrangements for general décor. Leadership is needed for the sanctuary 

chancel portion of the team. Responsibilities have been spread out a bit so it 

is not as large a commitment as in the past. Please consider helping to make 

our tasteful décor continue. Being on the chancel team is a beautiful way to 

serve your congregation.  Call the church office for more information.   

 

 

Church may not be fully open yet but your 

hearts sure are!  Thank you to all who 

donated to the July Mission of the Month for 

Salvation Army.  We were able to donate 65 

jars of peanut butter and 59 jars of jelly.  

That will help make a lot of peanut butter and 

jelly sandwiches for children’s (and adults, 

too) lunches.  As always, your generosity is 

greatly appreciated! 

Kick- Off Weekend 
Saturday, September 11th 5:30pm and  

Sunday, September 12th 9:00am 
Hope to see you! 
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We welcomed 62 children and over 25 volunteers  

at this year’s  

KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE VBS 2021! 

It was a wonderful and exciting week of ministry. 

The children 

donated 7 laundry 

baskets of snacks 

that were dropped 

off at our city's two 

hospitals as a thank 

you for all that our 

healthcare workers 

have done. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 325 E Franklin St. 

Appleton, WI 54911 

  

 

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com      
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com    
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org   
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 

 Rev. Dr. Hae-Jeong Yoon HJyoon@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com     
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Please see our job posting on page 11 
 

Director of Music and Worship Ministries: 

 Matthew Harden MHarden@appfumc.org  
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net    
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com     
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org    
 

Nursery Coordinator:   
  Holly Doughty  Holly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens and Doug Herge 
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 COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. 

SATURDAYS AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

LIVE-STREAMED SERVICES CAN BE WATCHED ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL (APPLETON FUMC) 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

ON  

VIMEO FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG   

AND ON 

 FACEBOOK 

 

 OFFICE PHONE 920-734-2677      FAX NUMBER 920-882-1461    

WEBSITE  WWW.APPFUMC.ORG  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL?   

E-MAIL OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG  WITH THAT REQUEST. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK –  

APPLETON: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCAPPLETON 
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