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1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-5, 9-14 
 

10 Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. 11 The time that 

David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three 

years in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David;  

and his kingdom was firmly established. 

… 
3 Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and 

offered incense at the high places. 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the 

principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon 

the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said,  

“Ask what I should give you.”   

… 
9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 

between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”  10 It pleased the Lord that 

Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked 

for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a 

wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise 

after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no 

other king shall compare with you. 14 If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 

commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.” 

 

 

We’ve been through a lot this summer.  We began it all with Samuel’s calling.  A barren woman 

who became pregnant because of God, and dedicated her son, Samuel to God.  Samuel became a 

prophet, and helped Israel after they wanted a monarchy.  Saul was chosen as the first king, and 

began his reign following God’s instructions, but began disobeying.  God, then, anointed David 

because of Saul’s disobedience, and David became a very popular warrior starting with his fight 

with Goliath.  When King Saul and his son Jonathan are killed in battle, David mourns them to 

all of Jerusalem, and continues to fight to make Israel the victor.  He brings back the Ark of the 

Covenant, the box that God was present in, and rejoiced undignified throughout the city.  King 

David strays eventually from God’s will, and wants to build a house for God, which reminded us 

of when God tells us, “Not yet” or even “No”.  We heard of David’s greatest sins adultery and 

murder, and God’s punishment for David. 

 

It seems as if we are in the lowest of the low, but there is hope. 

 

Our scripture begins by letting us know that King David had passed away and was buried in 

Jerusalem after 40 years of being king.  This doesn’t seem very hopeful, but the leadership of a 

new king seems promising.  Solomon, one of David & Bathsheba’s sons, is placed on the throne. 

 

Our story of Solomon, today, shares with us a seemingly devoted man.  We happily read that 

Solomon “loved the Lord” in verse 3.  He sacrificed and offered incense to God, and Solomon 

was blessed with God’s presence. 



 

This is a little strange though.  Think about it.  Solomon went to Gibeon to sacrifice.  The Ark of 

the Covenant where God was…was in Jerusalem.  They were 7 miles apart.  Why would 

Solomon go to a different city in order to sacrifice to God?  Why go to the high places?  Maybe 

Solomon wanted to get as close to God, as he believed he could.  Maybe Solomon wanted to 

praise God extra by going to a different sacred location.  The honest truth is: we don’t know why 

he chose a different spot than God’s holy place: the Ark of the Covenant. 

 

Even so, after Solomon sacrificed and offered incense this specific time, God appeared to him 

while he was sleeping in Gibeon.  God expressed to Solomon: “Ask what I should give you.” 

 

First of all, can you imagine…the God of the whole world (all they knew at time) coming to you, 

and telling you to ask for whatever you want and then granting it to you.  It almost seems if God 

is acting more like a genie.  But, really, the statement from God was more like a test of the heart.  

If we skip the request itself, we see that what Solomon asked for, pleased God, and so, God 

blessed him exponentially more. 

 

Verse 9 shares with us, “Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern people, 

able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this you great people?”  The 

explanation of why he wanted a discerning heart, and ability to administer justice is explained in 

verses 6-8. 

 

Solomon believed that because he was too young to have the wisdom that his father, David, had 

during David’s reign.  Solomon wanted to glorify God in the best way, and lead the people 

Like his father had, in the good years. 

 

In verses 6-8, Solomon, as pointed out in commentaries, “acknowledges God’s grace to him, 

recognizes that he is undeserving of God’s special favor, and then asks for God’s gift of wisdom 

so that he can carry out his duty as ruler of God’s people, the chosen people.” 

 

God’s response…abundance.  Verse 13 says, (let’s read it together) 

“I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; No other king shall 

compare with you.” 

 

And then God adds, “If you walk in my ways…I will lengthen your life.”  You can’t get much 

better than that. 

 

Solomon had already married outside of God’s law, by marrying outside of God’s chosen people.  

He had already praised God outside of God’s law, by doing sacrifices 7 miles from God’s holy 

space.  Solomon had a seemingly innocence devotion, yet didn’t necessarily walk in God’s ways. 

God responds to Solomon’s imperfect love with blessing. 

 

Let’s take a few moments though and think about this response.  Imperfect love. 

 

We’ve all seen imperfect love, like when your child makes a huge mess on the carpet with red 

Kool-aid, but then tells you, they love you, or when your spouse tries to do the dishes or laundry 



or lawn, but they do it all wrong, or when friends, or parents do something that seemingly hurts 

us.  Imperfect love. 

 

You know, we as humans struggle because we are not perfect.  As hard as we might try, we still 

are imperfect.  Yet, with God, imperfect love is enough.  God has known for a long time that we 

can’t be perfect, yet God loves us anyways. 

 

As many of you know, I just recently got back from a vacation.  Now, my vacations don’t tend to 

be extravagant. they normally involve me driving down to my parents, a three hour drive, and 

spending time with them. 

 

During this vacation, my parents and I went camping at Governor Dodge State Park, which is by 

Dodgeville and Spring Green, WI, about a half hour from Madison.  My parents have been 

camping there since before they got married.  They have many memories there, and they wanted 

to pass those fond memories to their children. 

 

Each time we are there we visit Stephen’s falls, a 20-foot cascade that trickles over a moss-

covered cliff that had slide down into a small pool.  The falls are created by a nearby natural 

spring that would have provided water for the farmers who settled there. 

 

With all of the copious amount of rain that Madison received on Monday, and how it rained the 

whole day while we were camping, my mom and I were sure that Stephen’s Falls would be 

overflowing with extra water.  When we arrived down there, however, we did not find the 

perfect love that we had hoped for.  Instead, we found a waterfall that was only slightly falling.  

The water was low in the pool below because of the lack of rain most of the summer,  and my 

mom expressed her disappointment. 

 

To me, however, the falls brought back the same memories.  The breeding ground for mosquitos, 

but something much better, the memories of happiness, of beauty, of relationships. 

 

God looks at us the same way.  We may have sin (like a breeding ground for mosquitos), but 

God looks deeper, and sees happiness, beauty, and relationship with us. 

  

Solomon asked God for wisdom, and God gave him so much more.  God loves us the same way.  

We may have imperfect love, but God loves us anyway. 


