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Let mutual love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 

entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 

prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let 

marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge 

fornicators and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you 

have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, 

“The Lord is my helper; 

    I will not be afraid. 

What can anyone do to me?” 
7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of 

life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

- Hebrews 13:1-8  

 

There are 2 different couples doing what is known now as “church shopping” after moving to a new 

town.  There are several different ways that their experience might turn out.  We’ll look at two different 

scenarios.   

 

The first is a feel good.  The couple park in the parking lot, walk towards the door of the church and are 

greeted by a friendly face their own age as the door is opened for them to enter.  As they approach the 

sanctuary, they are greeted with smiles and gentleness by the ushers while hearing the laughter of 

children around them.  As they sit down in a pew, a person sitting near them strikes up a casual 

conversation, and the couple feel very welcome in worship.  They may just come back to this church. 

 

But what happens in another church?  As a couple pulls into the driveway, there seems to only be spots 

far away, this makes life a little harder since it’s in the middle of winter and the husband just had 

surgery on his knee.  The couple enters the church is stared at by the congregation who is already there, 

and is given half-heartedly a bulletin.  They sit in the pew realizing that they are being stared at, yet no 

one says a word to them.  An elderly woman approaches them and tells them, that they are in her seat.  

As they move over, they hear snickering from a few pews back.  When the service starts the pastor calls 

for all visitors to stand up so they can be greeted.  The couple decides that is beyond their comfort zone 

but the pastor insists on them needing to stand.  They will never again step foot in this church. 

 

We have two very different scenarios, and there are hundreds more.  Consider what would happen in a 

church if a Latino or Black stepped foot in an all-white church, or if a homeless person came to an 

upper-middle class congregation.  These things are very real. 

 

We like to think that we are the best we can be.  God tells us we have farther to go. 

 

Our scripture today tells us of a need that isn’t always met.  This particular instruction was written to the 

early Jewish believers who, because of persecution and hardship, were tempted to revert back to their 

Old Testament way of life and give up their new found faith and freedom in Jesus.  Scholars believe that 



even though this instruction was written to this specific group, it did not mean that they were not loving 

strangers and neglecting the oppressed.  It was very possible that they were being reminded of 

something they were already doing.  No matter what the purpose was, it was brought to their attention as 

well as ours. 

 

Now while the “strangers” brought up here may have very well been the Christians who depended on 

local Christian communities for hospitality while they were traveling, for us it may as well be a call to 

all our brothers and sisters of all backgrounds in the Fox Valley and beyond. 

 

It’s not just in the New Testament that there is this significance of loving the stranger.  Commands 

urging people to love strangers is first seen in Leviticus 19 in the time of Moses, and first seen with 

Abraham. 

 

The author tells us next that we are to be in full remembrance of our brothers and sisters who are in 

prison or tortured. By remembering, people were and are called to be in full solidary with those who are 

suffering at the hands of others.  This speaks very strong to us.  The words in Greek tell people to 

behave as if you are in prison yourself.  Behave as if you are being mistreated yourself.  True solidarity. 

 

I’m not sure if we can all admit it, but we live in a word today that is not kind to the stranger, not even 

kind to our neighbor. We come across people, maybe even ourselves, who say, “They deserve that.”  But 

I wonder with my “rose-colored glasses” on, how our world would be different if we took this calling 

from God just a little more seriously.  What if we stood up to the “haters”?  What if we stood up and 

said “No” to those who make our black brothers and sisters feel like less of human beings.  What if we 

stood up and said “No” to those who tell our Latino brothers and sisters that they don’t belong here, 

whether or not they are illegal or full-fledged citizens.  What if we stood up and said “No” to the 

families being ripped a part whether by ICE raids or gun violence? The list of “No” could go on. 

 

But what does it mean for us to say “No”?  Frankly, it doesn’t matter where we stand on the spectrum of 

politics.  It doesn’t matter how literally we read out Bible.  The message here is clear.  We are to love 

and to have hospitality, “the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests, visitors, or 

strangers” as the dictionary states.  God calls us to love.  Our “No” can simply be our knowledge and 

affirmation that God loves everyone no matter where they are at in this life.  Our “No” can complexly be 

standing up for equality in all matters.  It depends on how God is calling you. 

 

The writer of this letter continues, 

“…be content with what you have; for he [God] has said,  

‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’  
6 So we can say with confidence, 

‘The Lord is my helper; 

    I will not be afraid. 

What can anyone do to me?’” 

 

By keeping our eyes on God, we have all we need.  We are given assurance and we are given 

challenges.  We are told through a quote in this passage from Psalm 118 that no person should bring us 

fear when we keep our eyes on God, which in some instances is way easier said than done (the 

challenging part).  But as Deuteronomy 31 shares with us in this passage, God says, “I will never leave 



you or forsake you.” Whether we are in the midst of injustice or on the outside looking in, God will 

never leave us. Can we acknowledge our God being always with us?  

 

Our scripture ends, 

“7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you;  

consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.  
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 

 

Who are the leaders of your life?  Of your faith?  Do you consider their successes, their failures, their 

trials, their outcomes? In our recognition of these people, do we also recognize that our God never 

changes, in God’s work in them and outside of them. The love, the challenging, the calling never 

changes.  In the midst of torture, God is still there, somewhere.  

 

So, whether we feel challenged today or turned off today as individuals, we are called into a church that 

is a hospitable habitat.  We find ourselves flocking together, yet we are challenged to be even more 

hospitable.   

 

We pride ourselves on what we do well: our greeters, welcome desk, and overall fellowship. We also 

must continue to dream about how we can be a church that is continually growing in hospitality.  

Several months ago, the Church Council visioned what growing in hospitality might look like.  I invite 

you to vision with me: having people escort newer guests where they need to go (this church is a maze), 

getting to know one another better (getting out of our comfort zone to reach out to a person we haven’t 

talked to before), wearing our name tags that we have, and having more people being greeters and at the 

Welcome Desk.  All these dreams are within reason. 

 

For others, the hospitality of the church flows from our passion for giving light to injustices.  Our 

Concern and Action works hard to bring awareness into our church, and some attendees work very hard 

outside of the church to be Jesus in the light of injustices. 

 

So, where do you fall? 

 

Next weekend is Kick-Off Weekend (previously Rally Sunday).  Next weekend we excite people with 

all the ministries we do and hope to equip more to be a part of said ministries. We enthusiastically start 

Sunday School and programing for the year.  With this Kick-Off Weekend and every other weekend, we 

welcome new guests into our church.   

 

So, I challenge you. How will you be hospitable? How will you go the next step in your hospitality? 


