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“Time and God”  
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Psalm 90:4 

For a thousand years in your sight 

    are like yesterday when it is past, 

    or like a watch in the night. 

 

2 Peter 3:8 

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years,  

and a thousand years are like one day. 

 

I’ve made the confession to you before: When it comes to driving a car I’m not the most patient person. For me, 

most of the time, driving is about getting from point A to point B and everything that makes this longer than 

necessary bothers me. 

 

When I hit a red light, I see it as something negative. When I get to a stop light that just turned green, I consider 

it lucky and good. Do you feel that way too? 

I have little sympathy for people that drive slower than the speed limit and I DON’T like it when people 

think their cars or trucks can’t handle the railroad tracks on Mead Street in normal speed! (Trucks!... Is it 

allowed to pass on the tracks?) 

 

I don’t know why I am that way. There was this commercial on German TV in the 80s. You see a driver stuck 

in traffic. As the camera zooms in, it turns out he’s sitting in a Mercedes-Benz and a caption reads: “If you’re 

stuck in traffic, at least get stuck with luxury.” Yeah, that just doesn’t work for me! I get impatient no matter 

how many cup-holders I have in my car. 

And it’s not only traffic. I don’t like standing in line, and I don’t like it when I go to a fast food place 

and it takes forever. It’s called drive through, not stop through or wait through!!  

 

Sigh! Do you ever get impatient?  

 

The other day I was reading a devotion about time. The person who wrote it shared a testimony on how she 

often feels rushed but that God helped her understand that her time is in God’s hands.  

“My time is in God’s hands.” 

Do you believe that? I believe that, wholeheartedly, but I don’t always think about it. 

 

If only I approached my daily life and every day challenges with this perspective – I’m sure it would change 

everything for me. Imagine, I’m hitting a red light, and instead of getting upset, I just meditate on my belief that 

my time is in God’s hand. I think it would make my life better, more in touch with God, more in touch with my 

neighbors. 

 

Why is it so hard to do this when it really counts?  

When God created this world I’m pretty sure it wasn’t an accident for him to determine the length of a day to be 

what we call 24 hours. > Go to hour glass… 

 

I fully believe that with God’s help there is all the time in the world that we need to do the things God wants us 

to accomplish. But at the same time: 

 

 



 

Time for God is different than for us:… 

 

 Read scriptures… 

One day is like 1,000 years 

1,000 years is like a day 

 

For God the issue of time is not the same issue as it is for us. For us, time is like this (> show hourglass): Un-

changing, un-manipulative.  

 

For God, time is different, for God, time can be this: 

 Turn to lesser angle to slow time, turn to neutral, and turn to backwards. 

 

There is actually a very powerful story in the book of Joshua where God stops time so the Israelites have more 

time to win a very important battle. 

 

We all have our battles with time. I know some of us battle with it more than others, but I’m sure that we all 

struggle with time at times! 

 

That’s why it is the greatest comfort to walk our lives with the one who is sovereign over time; for whom a day is 

like a 1000 years and a 1000 years is like a day. 

God is sovereign over time. 

 

The context of the Bible verse from 2 Peter is the second coming of Jesus – or the end of time as we know it.  

2 Peter is talking about how in the future there will be people who will doubt that Jesus will ever return 

and bring history to a conclusion. 2 Peter explains that people who have faith in God should not see the “delay” 

of Christ’s return as something to be discouraged about, but rather as a sign of God’s grace.  

 

When the NT books were written most people expected Christ to return very soon. “Very soon” in human 

terms. Well, 2000 years later Christ has not returned in the glorious way the Bible prophesies about but 2 Peter 

tells us that this is not an accident. God made history of human kind to be long so that there would be a lot of 

time for Good News to spread and to reach deeply into this world. 

 

Now, wouldn’t you say that if God is sovereign over world history he’s also sovereign over your personal time?  

If God is sovereign over time… 

He’s also sovereign over your personal time!... 

 

If God can handle time universal, God can also handle the delay in your day when you hit a red light. Make 

sense? What other red-light moments are there in your life? 

 

You know, I’ve been thinking about this and how it relates to our specific times right now.  

 

The world is once again under the influence of a great pandemic. It reaches into almost every nook and cranny 

of this world and changes how we experience time.  

But that doesn’t mean that God’s amazing grace and timing are out of control. God’s got this - no matter 

how well or how ill the different agencies, local governments, health organization, and behaviors of people deal 

with it – these times are not out of God’s control! 

 

What may seem like an eternity for you and I in terms of dealing with Covid 19 is less than a day for our God. 

And let’s reverse that: The suffering that many people experience these days may seem like nothing in terms of 

the expanse of world history, but for God human suffering is like a 1000 years because God is so fully present 

in each single microsecond of our suffering! 



Friends, if this is true, and I believe it from the bottom of my heart – then I need to let this inform how I cope 

with time.  

 

Faith in God’s sovereignty over time shapes the way how we live in time. 

 

Every time is the time to be holy and to invite the holy One into our lives. Every single second of our lives are 

times when God is great and mighty at work.  

 

There is no reason to think that a red light is a waste of time if I believe that God is in control of my time. If 

God could give time to the Israelites he can give time to you and me!  

 

Impatience is a struggle of mine – you may have it too. But I will not give up, I believe that times like this 

worship service help and make a difference.  

 

 I want to encourage you – the next time you feel rushed or impatient, maybe you can recall today’s 

scriptures and words on time.  

 

 The next time you are with someone who feels rushed and stressed – I wonder what happened if you just 

made a statement like “our time is in God’s hand.” A simple testimony can make such a difference. 

Maybe the person you are with is not a person of faith or believes differently, but you can still be 

you and make such a statement and leave it up to God to use your testimony to work in the person’s 

heart.  

 

 And what will you do when you’re rushed and there is someone in your life that tells you that God’s got 

this – how will you react? Will you scoff and ignore or will you scoff but then let this message work and 

shape your heart? 

 

God loves you so much – he doesn’t want you to get lost in issues of timing. If we only rush, we won’t be able to 

slow down when we want to. I need to recall this the next time I go over the railroad tracks on Mead – when will 

you need to recall it? 

 

May God bless you richly in the huge but great task of making each moment of your life holy because God’s 

got this all in his hands. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastoral Prayer from Pastor Liz: 

 

There has been much unrest in our world this week, so we come before our God in prayer rejoicing in life, and 

praying for comfort in death. Let us pray. 

 

Creator, Sustainer, Liberator, in the midst of chaos you are still God. We come to you today asking for peace for 

those who are experiencing loss at this time. Especially God, we ask that you be will the people of Beruit. With 

many who have died and thousands who are injured, we pray to you for comfort, for compassion, for assistance 

to our brothers and sisters. We ask that you give the people of Beruit your comforting arms as they face this 

along with their political and economic unrest. May they see your face and find hope.  

 

Almighty God, we ask that while in the midst of our 19th month of COVID that you bring us back to a place of 

compassion for one another. Whether we agree with our recent mandate of masks, let us truly be Christ’s body 

that works together for the greater good of the community. Let us love one another. 

 

As we pray for these things this morning God, we are also thankful for the safe return of our astronauts last 

weekend as we continue to learn more about your creation above our planet. Help us to see the beauty and 

remember who created it.  

 

As we remember all whom we prayed for, let us remember that you have called us to be your body in this 

world. As you have called us, we are reminded of the prayer that we have been taught to pray, 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen.    

 


