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August Memory Verse: 
 

Don’t be afraid, little flock, because your Father delights in giving 
you the kingdom…Be dressed for service and keep your lamps lit.  

– Luke 12:32.35 
 

 
 

This year we will hold our annual Backpack Blessing  

at our last Wednesday evening  

Worship in the Courtyard.  

Join us on Wednesday, August 21st   

5:15 p.m. for dinner and 6:15 p.m. for Worship. 

Kidz Kamp starts at   

6:00 p.m. in room 221.  

Kidz will then join the Courtyard Worship for a special 

backpack blessing. 

 Bring your backpacks! 

 

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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August 2019 Preaching Plan 
 

August 3/4 – Pastor Markus preaching, communion 

Theme: Greed 

Text: Luke 12:13-21 

 

August 10/11 – Pastor Liz preaching 

Theme: Fear 

Text: Luke 12:32-40 

 

August 17/18 – Pastor Markus preaching; Befriender commissioning 

Theme: Division & War 

Text: Luke 12:49-56 

 

Wednesday, August 21 – Courtyard service, backpack blessing, 

Pastor Markus preaching 

Theme: Persistence; Size doesn’t matter 

Text: Ephesians 3: 14-21  

 

August 24/25 – Pastor Markus preaching 

Theme: Hypocrisy  

Scripture: Luke 13:10-17 
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Pastor Ponderings August 2019 
 

“Worship Styles” 

 
The style of worship is one of the most defining characters of the DNA of a church. Some 

congregations are highly liturgical, others extremely casual; some churches sing a lot of 

gospel music, some focus on traditional music, some go contemporary and still others use no 

music! Some congregations have the tradition of dressing up for church while others stress the 

need for casual clothing.  

 

Our church too has a worship DNA. While all three of our weekend services are mainly 

considered traditional, there is a wide variety of different elements present. We find great 

diversity in people’s choice of outfit, we follow a liturgical setting in our order of worship yet 

take a rather casual approach to its delivery, and even our music has diversified in that we are 

using a wide range of musical styles and songs. 

 

Last month I had the great privilege of preaching the sermon at one of the Sunday afternoon 

worship services of our Living Water Congolese Congregation, which is a United Methodist 

ministry currently financed by our Wisconsin Conference, the national UMC, and First UMC 

in Oshkosh where their Sunday morning service takes place. 

 

It was a great experience being with them. Their worship typically runs for several hours and 

contains lots of upbeat traditional and contemporary music from Africa. Their worship style is 

best described as charismatic and casual. There is lots of shouting and dancing going on – 

very different from our Saturday and Sunday morning services. 

 

 

~continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

                                          

 

 
 
 
  

 

GREED, FEAR, DIVISION & WAR, and HYPOCRISY. 

 These are the four major themes that are encountering us 

on weekend services in August. This month we are 

following these for lectionary stories from the Gospel of 

Luke. They are not the most uplifting subjects – I 

remember when I mentioned them to my wife Carrie she 

wondered whether we’d be in for a heavy month! I hope 

we won’t feel that these themes and the services will be 

heavy. These are 4 topics that Jesus chose to speak about 

consecutively on his journey to Jerusalem and, as always 

with Jesus, I believe we have valuable life lessons to 

learn from him. Looking forward to being in worship 

with you during these final weeks of high summer. 
 

August 2019 

Pulpit  

Preview 
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The cursed August has come. The summer months 

are coming to a close, and we are not ready for 

what fall has in store for us. Or are we?  

The ministries of the church have slowed down 

slightly over the summer but are getting ready to do 

great things this fall. In this month’s newsletter, 

there is full page gearing us up for our Ministry 

Fair in September. It is amazing to see how many 

ministries we have in our church that have different 

kinds of needs. Some need more members, some 

need supplies, some need our prayers, some need 

all of these things. As we approach our Ministry 

Fair on September 7th & 8th, we encourage you to 

look at our ministries (along with what they need, 

which will be provided later August), pray about 

how you can support our ministries, and, of course, 

join us on the 7th and 8th, where literally there will 

be treats in each corner.  Find your place here. 

 

With God’s love, 

 

 

Pastor Liz  
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 ~ 

 

I feel privileged that we as a congregation offer a spiritual and 

physical haven for the many Congolese refugees that live in 

Appleton. I hope that we can invite their praise team to provide 

a musical witness at one of our services at some time in the 

future. And I hope that we will continue to find more avenues to 

interact with our Congolese neighbors. Our church is already 

very involved in providing driver services, literary education 

services through our church’s LESI program, and plans for a 

hygiene bank are in the making. But apart from us providing 

services for them, I believe they also provide a huge service to 

us. We get to learn more about a culture completely different 

from ours and get to appreciate the ways how God’s Holy Spirit 

works in their faith life as they share it with us. 

 

May God bless us as we are growing together.  

 

Truly yours,  

 

Pastor Markus 
 

 
 
 

Did you know…? 
 

 

There are multiple outside 

organizations that use our 

facilities on a 

weekly/monthly basis:  

Troop 2 and Troop 6002 of 

the BSA, AA, Alanon,  

Circles of Support, 

Congolese, Darting Needles, 

ESTHER, LESI, NAMI, 

TIPS, and TOPS, just to 

name a few.  
  

Church Records 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deaths: 

   7-6-2019 

  Shirley Younk 
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A new ministry of hope and healing will soon begin at First United Methodist Church. It is for those 

who are ready to make choices to move beyond the life-shaking impact of a pending or past divorce. It 

is designed for individual healing. Couples who are divorced, divorcing, or dating one another should 

not attend together. You don’t have be a member of First Church to attend. 

 

The workshop will be on Thursdays, starting September 5 and continue weekly until October 24 from 

7:00 to approx. 9:00 pm in the Asbury Lounge at First Church. If you are interested in attending or have 

questions, please either contact the church office, Lori WIllyoung (920-257-4207) or Robert 

Matthewson (920-850-7165) co-facilitators. 

 

Guide Book Directory 
 

Advertising Opportunity 
 

We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book Directory for the 

church. This book will contain everything pertinent to our church: the 

various ministries, organizations, committees, activities, functions and 

events plus a complete directory of all members. This book is being 

provided and direct-mailed to each family at no cost to our church, and it is 

again being subsidized by local businesses that advertise. If you own or 

manage a business and would like to find out about advertising in our book, 

please call the Church Office. 

Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show that 92.1% of 

families would rather patronize a Guide Book & Directory advertiser over a 

non-advertiser. It “will pay” to advertise in our new Guide Book & 

Directory. 

 

Update Membership Information 
 

Does our Church database have YOUR family membership record correct? 

Here is your chance to update YOUR record for our annual Guide Book & 

Directory (if you haven’t already done so). 

It is time for us to update our database with any changes, additions, or 

deletions that may have occurred in YOUR family over the past year. 

Have you changed your phone number? Have you moved? Are you 

preparing to move soon? Are all of your children still at home and are they 

all included in your membership record? Do you want your record 

published? 

If you have not already informed the Church Office about changes to your 

record, please let us know now so that the information in the Guide Book & 

Directory is correct.  

The Church Office number is 920-734-2677. 

 

Thank you for your help! 

 

Save the 
Date! 

 

Sanctuary 
Choir begins 

rehearsals 
Wednesday, 

September 4th  
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Come out on Wednesday night to Memorial Park in Appleton to cheer on our Softball team! 
 

August 7th            9:00 p.m.         FUMC vs. Followers of God          Field #4 

  

 Harbor House is an independent non-profit agency which offers safe shelter 

and basic crisis services to women and children hurt by domestic abuse.  

Services include one-on-one counseling, support groups, legal advocacy, 

and awareness training for community members and school groups. The 

agency maintains a 24-hour telephone helpline at 1-800-970-1171.  

Harbor House serves over 1,200 women and children each year.  
 

What can we do to help? Harbor House has provided a very short list of 

requests this year. They are:  PAPER TOWELS, SIZE 5 DIAPERS, TWIN 

SHEET SETS, LAUNDRY BASKETS, and GIFT CARDS (Target, 

Walmart, Home Depot, Woodman’s). Any gift cards should be turned in to 

the church office and specified for Harbor House. All other items may be 

placed in the marked bin by the Wesley Room.  

Any questions can be directed to Donna Frick or Chris Hartman.  

As always, thank you very much for your continued generosity as you 

support our Mission of the Month. 
 
 

 

                                       JOIN THE FUMC MISSION TEAM! 
 

Do you enjoy helping others?  Do you prefer action over just words?  Do you appreciate lively committee meetings?   

If so, you might want to consider joining the FUMC Mission Team. Our committee is a hard-working and fun-loving 

group who provides opportunities to become connected with various agencies in our community. Each month we sponsor 

a Mission of the Month (coordinated by an individual or group from our committee) to collect and deliver donated items 

to places like Harbor House, Pillars, Salvation Army, Riverview Gardens, and more. We also organize our church’s 

Thanksgiving food drive. We meet just 5 times a year (no meetings in the summer) on the first Tuesday evening of the 

odd-numbered months. Our meetings usually last less than an hour, and the time commitment for this committee’s work 

is fairly minimal. We are presently seeking additional committee members to help us do God’s work. This is an excellent 

opportunity to get to know new people and put your faith into action. If you think you might be interested or if you have 

further questions, please contact Chris Hartman (committee chair) at cdmhart@sbcglobal.net or by calling 920-739-5368. 

Our first meeting is Tuesday, September 3rd, at 6:30 in the Wesley Room. We hope to see some new faces--- won’t you 

consider joining us? 

 

HEADS UP!! 

 

VIM STOCK SALE 

COMING SOON! 
 

Once again the VIM 

(Volunteers in Mission) group 

will be selling “stock” to help 

fund their fall adult mission 

trip to Mississippi, where they 

will do flood and tornado 

recovery work.  Purchasing a 

share of “stock” will raise 

money for their efforts and will 

also entitle you to attend the 

Mission Trip Dinner on 

November 10th! Stock prices 

are $10 per individual or $25 

per family and will be sold 

after all church services (or by 

individuals of the team) 

starting September 1st. Your 

support will be greatly 

appreciated. 
 

mailto:cdmhart@sbcglobal.net
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Would you like to join our summer walk in choir, and use that musical 

talent that has been waiting to come out!?  We will be gathering on 

Sunday morning (August 25th) at 8:15 in the sanctuary to sing for both 

the 9:00 and 10:30 services. It's such a joy to share music with 

others! You can call Betsy Benoit at (920) 574-3482 or email at 

benoitphillip@aol.com to let us know you will bring your smiling 

face. Rehearsal will follow the Wednesday evening service on August 

21st.  See you in Church! 
 

 
 

Weed Warriors Needed 
 

If you would like to help keep our church  

grounds neat and weed-free, please 

volunteer to be a Weed Warrior!  You can 

pick an area and weed whenever you 

have the time!  Thank you for your service. 

Please contact Bonnie LeClair at 

(920) 739-6944. 

 

 

Compassion International's  

"The Compassion Journey" 

is coming to FUMC! 
 

Our church will be hosting a free event sponsored by Compassion 

International, a leading authority on child sponsorship which 

works to release children from poverty globally. This event will be 

held on October 4th, 5th and 6th and will take place in the 

fellowship hall. Visitors will be invited on a short self-guided 

journey where they will be immersed in the daily life of Kevin, a 

child sponsored by Compassion International who is growing up 

under the weight of poverty in the nation of Kenya. The 

experience is meant to be informative and everyone is welcome! It 

is very interactive and a great opportunity for families to teach 

children about global poverty. 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer during this event, 

please see anyone on the Concern and Action Ministry Team. 

 

 

 

  Capital  

Campaign  

Projects 
 

 

The church has gone through a tremendous 

transition with all of the Capital Projects that have 

been completed and those projects that are still 

being worked on.  The major single project, 

HVAC, (heating, ventilation and air-conditioning) 

has been the most complicated of all of the 

projects as well as the most costly project, with a 

cost in excess of $568,000. The controls for the 

air-conditioning are still being programmed as of 

this writing. Programming includes set run times 

by the different zones as well as temperatures 

when running and temperature settings during 

non-run times with the ability to override with an 

override function at the units wall control. Many 

of the HVAC zones will be controlled through the 

computer program. The school wing classrooms 

will not be part of the computer controlled units. 

The school wing classroom units are individually 

controlled in each of the classrooms themselves. 

In the very near future this summer, select staff 

personnel will be taught how to operate the 

computer program driven controls. When all of 

the systems are complete and operational the 

church facility will have an effective and efficient 

HVAC system.  

Thank you and God Bless everyone for your 

support both financially and through your prayers. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 

with all of the transition the church has gone 

through with the Capital Projects. 

 

Board of Trustees 

 

mailto:benoitphillip@aol.com
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Upcoming Events 

 

Dates and activities are subject to change. 
 Please check schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated bulletins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

     

August 21 Last Kidz Kamp/BackPack Blessing 6:00-7:00 

August 25 Last Day Summer Sunday School  

September 1 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Labor Day Weekend 

September 9 Sunday School Kickoff! Sunday School Kickoff! 

September 11 First Day of Kidz Konnection! 6:00-7:00 pm Room 314 

September 15 NEW Sunday School Format begins! 9:00-10:00 

      

                                                                                              

& Backpack Blessing
     Wednesday,  

  August 21,  
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  

 

All kidz 3 and up are invited to 
join us for a fun Kidz Kamp at  

6:00 in room 221. We will then join 
the courtyard worship for a special 
backpack blessing. All children will 

receive a backpack tag! 

 
 
 BE Involved in Children’s Ministries! 

 

Do you like to work with a fun bunch of people? Do you have a passion for Jesus and children’s 
ministry? Is planning events and fun things to do your cup of tea? Then our Children’s Ministry 
Team is the place for you!  We are a group of parents, grandparents, or people that love children 
and care about their spiritual needs. We plan and implement all the special events in the children’s 
ministry, make curriculum decisions, and try to find ways to show appreciation to our volunteers.  
We meet the third Sunday of the month from 10:30-11:30 in room 314. 
Our first meeting will take place August 18! We would love to have you join our team! Please 
contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org for more information!  

 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
 

We are now recruiting for teachers for the 2019-20 
school season.  This year we will again be using 
Group Publishing’s Hands-on-Bible curriculum.  

Our hope is to have teaching teams made up of 4 teachers per 
team. This allows teachers to work together and to help cover in 
emergencies and during illness. No experience is required, and all 
materials and training are provided. Please contact Christine 
Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org or by calling the church office 
for more information! 

 

Kickoff Sunday September 8! 
 

Sunday School classes will resume September 8. Children will attend the worship service with 
their parents and then proceed to their classrooms after a fun puppet show.  Children ages 3 
years-5th grade will meet from 9:15 – 10:00.  Schedules and classrooms will be posted outside of 
the chapel, on the children’s ministry bulletin board, and on the walls near the water fountains on 
the 2nd and 3rd floor. Please be sure to check the schedule as it may change from time to time.  

 

Begins September 11 

Yes! We are starting earlier and ending later!  

will run from September 11 – May 20 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. We are 
excited to be adding more lessons, more games, more Bible skills, and 
more fun to our program. If your child is in Kindergarten – 5th grade 
then we would love for them to join us!   
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BEFRIENDERS MINISTRY 

 
As Befrienders, we look for ways to reach out to someone who is hurting, so that we can help them   

through a difficult time.  Sharing face to face is not always possible.  Sometimes the person who’s    

hurting doesn’t want to talk.  Another way to help is to provide resources the person can explore on    

her own.  You may have noticed a display of “CareNotes” located on the table outside the entrance 

to the Chapel.  Befrienders is donating these faith-based pamphlets, which cover a wide array of subjects.  Samples titles 

are: “Climbing Up From Depression,” “When Your Prayers Go Unanswered,” “Living With Cancer – A Day At A Time,” 

and “Caring For Yourself When You’re Caring for Someone Ill.”   We hope you will browse through the CareNotes and 

use them as needed.  Befrienders has also donated several books to the FUMC Adult Library.  The call letters begin with 

the letters “BEF” and they are located behind the table just inside the library in the “new books” section.  Some sample 

titles are: “Blessed Are the Crazy” by Sarah Griffin; “Unwelcome Inheritance:  Break Your Family’s Cycle of Addictive 

Behaviors” by Sue Woititz, and “Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart” by Kenneth Haugk.  These books donated by 

Befrienders and many other books in the library are available to be checked out.  One could be just what you need to help 

you through a rough patch or help you understand what a loved one is experiencing.  Of course, please do not hesitate to 

reach out to a Befriender if you would like “in person” support or prayers. 

                     ~Margit Williams  

 

 

 

2019 Budget Update as of June 30, 2019  
  

Thank you for your continued support of the church during the busy summer months.  Overall we continue to be running a 

little behind in giving, so your thoughts and prayers are appreciated as we still have bills to be paid! If you are planning 

vacations, consider signing up for electronic giving to stay current throughout the summer.  You can sign up on the church 

website, or just give Lynn a call in the Church office!    

 

Total Income              June $79,991                      Year to Date  $437,416 

Budgeted Income    June $79,754                      Year to Date  $449,985 

Total Expenses          June $77,663                      Year to Date  $458,032 
 

 

Tithe in July is still underway!  Please consider ‘Celebrating God’s Generosity’ in your life by supporting the ministries of 

the church through your donation.  A special envelope has been mailed to you and is also available at the Church. 
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Appleton’s BSA Troop 2 Celebrates  

  100th Anniversary 
 

 

August 10, 2019 will mark a very special anniversary.  First United Methodist Church’s Boy Scout Troop 2 celebrates 100 

continuous years together.  We will mark the occasion with 3 events: 2 hour service project 9:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m.,  

Program in the sanctuary 1:22 p.m.-3:00 p.m., Reception in Fellowship Hall 3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Troop 2 is part of the Gathering Waters District of the Bay-Lakes Council.  It was established in 1919 by Scout Master 

Leigh Hooley at First Methodist Church.  This centennial anniversary marks Troop 2 as the oldest continuous Boy Scout 

Troop in the Fox Valley.   Four other troops were chartered with Troop 2, but only Troop 2 has met continuously since 

1919.  The longest serving Scout Master in the troop’s history was Harold Brown who served from 1925-1962.  He kept 

the troop active and relevant during the Depression, WWII and the Korean War allowing for our continuous charter.  

After almost folding in 2013 with only 6 scouts registered in Troop 2, a number of scouts transferred into Troop 2, and 

now the troop is over 50 members strong.  Today, Ron Litsheim is proud to be the current Scout Master of Troop 2. 

Historically, Troop 2 did building and maintaining work at Gardner Dam Scout Camp. The troop camps every month, and 

Scout Master Ron Litsheim leads a trip to the Boundary Waters every year. Over 40 members of the troop attended Scout 

camp this year.  Scout Master Ron Litsheim’s unofficial motto for Troop 2 is “Camp and have fun!”   

Our list of Scout Masters: Leigh Hooley, 1919-23, Dr. Guy Carlson 1923-25, Harold Brown 1925-62, Mervin Farmer 

1962-67, Ranald Grunert 1968-70, Perry Pollard 1970-77, Dean Sauers 1977-85, Rick Appleton 1985-86, Tony Sherville 

1986-91, Daniel Burnhans19 91-92, Lindor Young 1992-98, Steve Doekper 1998-2012, Ron Listheim 2012-Present. 

The troop has had many accomplishments over the years. First and foremost is the fact that Troop 2 has produced over 

120 Eagle Scouts; a great achievement for any troop. Our first Eagle was Kenneth Walworth in 1928, and our last 3 in the 

spring of 2019: Jack Czaplewski, Daniel Mares, and Sam Rospenda in the spring of this year. Keith Buxton, member of 

FUMC, is the oldest Eagle Scout (1942) that we know of.   The Order of the Arrow is another Scout Achievement Award, 

based on peer recognition that places a Scout in the top percentiles of Scouting. Many of the currently eligible members of 

the troop have earned this award.  Troop 2 also has a recent scout, Hayden Holz that has received the William T. 

Hornaday Award, a conservation award given out only 1,100 times in the 80 years of the BSA. Troop 2 has is proud to 

have earned the Boy Scouts of America Gathering Waters District’s Outstanding Service Award in 2017.    

The troop very active and has spent countless hours in service to the community.   Heckrodt Wetland Preserve, Purdy 

Nature Reserve, Apple Creek YMCA, Mosquito Hill, Coles Cancer Crusade and many other organizations have benefited 

from the boys willingness to make service one of the most important aspects of their troop’s activities.  For many years, 

the troop has assisted in trash and recycling efforts for Oktoberfest, Mile of Music, and Appleton Downtown’s Thursday 

night concert series. 

 

This year First United Methodist Church embarked on a new adventure as they chartered a new Girl’s Boy Scout Troop in 

April. Troop 6002 began with 8 girls ages 11 -17 and they hope to have 2 Eagle Scouts in only two years.  Troop 2 and 

Troop 6002 held their first joint outing in June of this year and it was a great success.  

 

Please join us for all the Centennial Celebration events:    

Troop 2 will host a Centennial Celebration on Saturday, August 10th.  The day will begin at 9:00 a.m. with numerous 

community service projects in Appleton including work at River View Gardens, constructing a Habitat for Humanity 

Picnic Table, a Pillars work project, lasting two hours.  All participants in the service project will be dispatched from First 

United Methodist Church at 9:00 a.m. A program celebrating the history and honors of Troop 2 will begin at 1:22 p.m.   

A reception will follow the program.  All events will begin at the First United Methodist Church, 325 E. Franklin St, 

Appleton. WI.  For more information, email us at 100troop2appleton@gmail.com or contact: 

 

     Jason Fetting, Charter Organization Rep. 

       920-915-6055 

       FettingJasonJ@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Ron Litsheim, Scout Master 

920-851-6594 

ronlitsheim@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:100troop2appleton@gmail.com
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8TH Annual Charity 

Golf Outing 
 

 
 

The annual Senegal golf event with our circuit churches has been scheduled for Wednesday, August 14th at 

Bridgewood Golf Course in Neenah. Cost for golf and cart will again be $50 per golfer or $27 per mini golfer. 

Sponsorships are always needed to support the Senegal Ministry! Our purpose is to support the Senegal Mission 

Initiative of the United Methodist Church, and the Gibsons, members of Emmanuel UMC in Appleton and now 

retired from their assignment as Missionaries to Senegal, Africa. We allocate the money raised among missionary 

support and support of the projects in Senegal, which include pastor/church support, Women’s Skill Center, 

Wellness Program, Prison Ministry and Agriculture. Information is available in the church office or contact 

Pastor Dave Farina at 608-434-1502 to sign-up or sponsor a golfer. 

The Book Sale Is Coming!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only 5 Weeks left until the Used Book Sale!  

The sale is: 

 

September 7th 
8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 

September 8th 
8:00 a.m. - Noon. 

 

We will begin collecting donated books, records, 

DVDs, CDs, games, and puzzles on August 1st in 

the gym. No magazines, please, unless they are 

quilting, crafting, or cooking. There will be carts 

in the hall for taking items downstairs. We also 

need people to help with the Book Sale in all 

areas:  sorting, set-up, selling, and clean-up.  

These dates and times can be found in the You 

Can Count On Me insert in the weekly church 

bulletin or you can call the church office at  

734-2677. See you at the Sale!   
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Theology on Mondays  

 

Thank God for Evolution: How the 

Marriage of Science and Religion 

Will Transform Your Life and Our World” 

by Michael Dowd 
 

 1st/3rd/5th Mondays  

10:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Wesley Room 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Sunday Bible Study 
(starting September 15th ) 

 

Led by Wendy 

Anzelmo & Pastor Liz 

 

Wesley Room 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Book Study 

(Starting September 11th)  

 

11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Asbury Lounge 

 

 “To Kill a Mockingbird”  

A study of culture and faith 

 

Led by: Pastor Liz 

Women’s Thursday 

Noon Study 

Starting September 12th 

 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 

 

“The Light in Our Lives: 

Seeing God in the Gospel 

of John” 

 

Led by Pastor Liz   

Conference Room 

 

Alpha Study:  

Intro to 

Christianity 
 

Wednesday Nights 

6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Led by: Pastor Liz 

  

 

Theology on Tap 

May 23rd  

 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 

p.m. 

 

Good Company 

 

 

Tuesday Study Group 

Starting September 10th 

 

1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m. 

 

“The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage” 

by Sister Joan Chittister 

 

Facilitated by Sue Swanson 

Asbury Lounge 

 

Women of The Word  

(starting September 9th ) 
 

Mondays 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 

  Led by Sue Stehula  

Wesley Room 

Men’s Thursday Noon Study 

Starting September 12th 

 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 

 

 “Mark Revisited: Discovering 

How the Gospel of Mark Speaks 

into a Modern Man’s life” 

 

Led by Pastor Markus  

Wesley Room 

Please fill out the 

 You Can Count On Me bulletin 

insert if you would like to attend 

one (or more!) of the classes 

listed, or you can call the  

church office  

734-2677. 

Theology on Tap 
 

6:00 p.m.– 

8:00 p.m. 
 

September 19th 

Stone Arch 
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We’d like to introduce you to two born and raised 

Appletonians!   Terry Anderson has a younger brother, 

Todd, and graduated from Appleton West High School.  

He graduated from UW-Oshkosh majoring in Business 

Administration/Marketing.  He is an IT Analyst at 

Secura Insurance Company.  Denise Anderson has two 

older sisters and one younger brother – all D’s, Debbie, 

Darlene, Denise and David.  She graduated from Fox 

Valley Lutheran High School as well as from FVTC 

majoring in Childcare and Development.  She is 

working at Medspeed as a Logistics Service 

Representative.  Denise likes to read, do crafts, kayak, 

golf and bowl.  She also likes to attend plays, concerts 

and Timber Rattler games. 

Terry likes to bowl, golf, and listen to music, read, and 

do crossword puzzles.  He also enjoys following sports.  

Their family includes a 12 ½ year-old Collie named 

Jazz, and a 7 year-old cat named Rusty. 

Terry and Denise met at 41 Bowl through a mutual 

friend.  They joined Fist Church in December 1988.  

Terry grew up in FUMC (was baptized and confirmed 

here) and Denise found it very welcoming and it fit 

with her beliefs.  Denise sings in the Grace Choir, is a 

liturgist, Welcome Desk Coordinator (always looking 

for more volunteers), gives rides to church, card 

ministry, Bible studies, kayaking group, past member 

of VIM (we hope she finds the time to re-join in the 

future), and the counting team. 

Terry has been involved in the video ministry for 17 

years, on the counting team, serves on the Concern & 

Action Committee and is a past member of the Finance 

Committee and Church Council.  They both supported 

the Habitat for Humanity build, as well as the Timber 

Rattlers, Appleton City Band, Jazz @ the Trout, and the 

UW-Fox Theater. 

They enjoy renting cabins up north for a week during 

the summer.  Denise wrote, “Home Away hasn’t let us 

down yet!”  (As long as you keep coming back down 

south!) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would like to introduce you to members of our congregation who 

were raised Up North – WAY Up North – Canada, to be precise! 
Paul Baker was born in Antrim, N. Ireland and immigrated to 

Canada in 1968.  He was raised in Kingston, ON and Mississauga, 

ON Canada. He graduated from Queen’s University in Kingston, 

ON Canada majoring in Mechanical Engineering.  He has worked 

for Kimberly-Clark since 1990 in Huntsville, ON Canada, Chester, 

PA and currently in Neenah as a Mechanical Engineer in Research 

and Engineering. Heather Baker was born and raised in Huntsville, 

ON Canada and attended Brock University, St. Catherine’s, ON 

Canada and Canadore College, North Bay, ON Canada majoring in 

History/Sociology/Social Work. Since 2007 she has worked at the 

Neenah-Menasha YMCA first as a personal trainer and now the 

instructor for Livestrong (cancer survivorship class). Since 2004, 

she is the owner/operator of Heather Baker Photography. Their son 

Matthew, age 19, attends St. Cloud State, majoring in Biomedical 

Science/Pre-Med. His life goal is to be a Radiation Oncologist 

(thanks Dr. Ray!).  He works at the Y in Neenah as a Livestrong 

Instructor (after volunteering for three years) and on the Wellness 

floor. He also referees soccer games in his free time. Their second 

son, Ethan, age 17, is a senior at Appleton West HS. He is active in 

the National Honor Society, Student Leadership Program, Appleton 

West Peer Crew and plays Varsity soccer and hockey. He has been 

named as the Captain for Appleton United Hockey for the 2019-20 

season as well as playing Tier II hockey on the weekends. He is 

currently employed as a cook at the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers 

Stadium. 

Paul enjoys playing golf, reading and “fixing stuff.” Heather likes 

gardening, reading, genealogy, and, of course, photography.  

Heather has worked in the church nursery, Mothers of Growing 

Disciples, VBS, Church Dinner Group, a member at large of the 

Church Council, and is active in the Concern and Action Ministry 

Team.Paul has helped in the nursery, active in the Church Dinner 

Group, and whatever volunteer work Heather “cons him into” for 

her many activities at church.  Matthew has been involved with VBS 

and seven mission trips.  Ethan has also been involved with VBS 

and six mission trips.  Both help out the Concerns and Action 

Ministry Team with their local mission. They are a global family. 

They moved from Huntsville, ON Canada to Wilmington, DE in 

1998, and moved to Appleton in 1999. Their families are spread out 

around the globe in Canada, Australia, N Ireland, Norway, England 

and Japan.  Interesting note: Paul has two citizenships, Heather has 

one and the boys have three!  

They joined First Church in 2000.  They were looking for a church 
similar to what they grew up with, Anglican for Heather and United 

Church of Canada for Paul.  On their first visit to First Church, 

Heather wrote “Someone took the time to talk to us and welcome us 

in the pew.  That was the reason we came back again!”  So, whoever 

welcomed them to First Church, thank you!  Because of you they 
came back and we are glad they did! 

 

The Baker 

Family 

Terry & Denise 

Anderson 
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Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    

 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   swessley37@gmail.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Summer Sunday School begins at 9:00 a.m. in room 221. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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              325 E Franklin St     
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August Schedule 
 

Wed. 8/7  First Presbyterian Church, Neenah 

            Derek Nickels  

Wed. 8/14    St. Paul Lutheran Church, Neenah 

            Kartika Putri           

           Annual 4th of July Patriotic sing-along 

Wed. 8/21    First United Methodist Church, Appleton 

             Ethan Mellema 

Wed. 8/28    St. Joseph Catholic Church, Appleton 

             Bruce Bengtson 

THE 2019 LUNCHTIME 

ORGAN RECITAL 

SERIES 
 

lunchtimeorganrecital.org 
 

All recitals start at  

12:15 p.m. unless 

otherwise stated. 
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