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August Memory Verse:   
 “
Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides                                  

soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 

               Hebrews 4:12 
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CONNECTIONS 
“Making Christian Disciples” 

Published monthly by First United Methodist Church - Appleton, Wisconsin 

YOU ARE INVITED! 
Sunday, August 28th we will have a combined Worship service 

at 10:00 a.m.   

At  

City Park  

(right across from our church) 
 

We are celebrating YOU! 
After worship we will have food, fellowship and fun! 

 

Bring your own chair (we will have some provided) and lawn games (we will have 

organized games, as well. Special music will be provided by The MacDowell Male 

Chorus.  First Church would like to thank you for all you do for our church, 

whether it be attending worship, participating in group study, teaching, cooking, 

decorating, cleaning, weeding, mowing, folding newsletters, counting money, 

working in the library, sorting, serving, weeding, mowing, ringing, singing, 

knitting, crocheting, speaking and any other way you minister within our church!  

We are so blessed and want to ‘Thank You’ for making First Church great! 

Please note: 
We will have one combined worship service Sunday, August 28

th
 at 10 a.m. 

We will still have our Saturday service as usual at 5:30 p.m. on August 27
th

. If you 

can’t make it to the Sunday service, or if allergies (etc.) make an outdoor service 

challenging for you, please make sure to worship with us on Saturday evening.  

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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 -by 
Pastor 
Markus 
 

Is it Reasonable to Have Hope 

These Days? 

 

Twice last month we encountered 

the theme of hope as the central 

aspect of our times of worship. We 

sang hymns that expressed hope, 

assurance and the comfort that 

comes from knowing a God who 

will be creating a new heaven and 

a new earth. 

Last month was also a month in 

which horrific events here and 

abroad shook up our lives. African 

Americans have been killed by 

cops creating a new outcry 

regarding racial tensions in the US; 

cops have been killed by African 

American shooters creating an 

outcry regarding the way we fight 

racism and violence; people in 

France have been killed by a man 

who was influenced by the outlets 

of radical Islam; the Turkish 

government increases an 

authoritarian route of politics after 

a failed military coup; an Afghani 

teenager in Germany attacks 

almost 20 people in a train in 

Germany and ISIS is claiming it as 

a successful terrorist attack of 

theirs,… I could fill this whole 

page with news that challenges our 

sense of hope.   

I’m wondering how you personally 

feel about hope in the light of 

world events or your personal life. 

Do you sometimes feel it is not 

reasonable to be a person of hope 

because life-reality shows you so 

much that is dim? 

In one of my recent sermons I 

shared the quote of French 

philosopher Jacques Ellul (1912-

1994):  

“The Challenge of the church 

today is not giving people 

something to believe in; it is giving 

people something to hope for.” 

He said that years before events 

like 9/11 and years before we used 

the expression ‘radical Islam’ in 

our every-day language. When we 

are church and encourage each 

other in the hope we have in God 

through Jesus Christ we need to 

understand that having hope does 

NOT mean to expect that 

everything in our lives will turn 

out well. We know better! We 

know that not everything in our 

lives always turns out well. There 

are injustices and hardships going 

on in our lives that are hard to cope 

with. Having hope does not mean 

to expect we’ll be spared from 

hardship. Having hope in God 

means that we live out hope and do 

not give up being the best people 

we can be. Having hope in God 

means that we trust that one day 

indeed God’s goodness will prevail 

in a new heaven and a new earth. 

Having hope in God means that we 

keep on working with God on this 

new heaven and new earth by 

living it out here in the context of 

this life. Having hope in God 

means that we radically (!) insist 

on being people who choose love 

over hatred and violence.  

I understand that we’d rather hold 

on to a different sort of hope; the 

hope that everything will be ok. I 

myself would very much enjoy 

believing that as persons of faith 

we can expect that all will be fine. 

But God warns us from 

subscribing to this sort of hope 

when he tells us through the 

Apostle Paul that “…we also boast 

in our sufferings” (Romans 5:3). 

The fascinating thing about God’s 

hope is that even in the darkest 

aspects of human life, we do not 

have to give up on hoping for God 

to do something good. Even in the 

darkest aspects  

 

 

 

of our lives; God will still use us to 

not contribute to the dark, but to 

make it a bit lighter. In the same 

way Jesus, himself, lived out hope; 

even in the deepest darkness and 

struggles of his own death, he 

commended his body into the 

hands of his heavenly father who 

indeed responded to this hope 

through the glorious resurrection.  

In Christ, God has showed the 

world that it is never inappropriate 

to hold on to hope, even…, even 

when we feel like crying out “My 

God, why have thou forsaken me?” 

Living out hope means to 

stubbornly not join the forces of 

darkness in the world, but to keep 

being a bringer of light.  

May God bless you for being such 

a hope filled light bringer to the 

people around you. 

For the first three weekends in 

August we will use The Wired 

Word curriculum as a focus in our 

times of worship. The Wired Word 

is an adult study that we are using 

at our church. Each week it picks 

two topics that were in national or 

world news recently and explores 

those topics through a scriptural 

lens. Jayneann and I look forward 

to using the Bible studies of The 

Wired Word for an engaging time 

of worshipful reflection. On the 

last weekend of August we 

celebrate the spirit of volunteerism 

in our community and church with 

a big celebration on Sunday, 

August 28.  

(Pulpit Preview continued on p. 4) 
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Gardening… hanging out with 

friends… VBS… camping … 

visiting family… My calendar’s so 

full that it’s been easy for a day to 

go by and I haven’t checked in 

with God. This isn’t good – but not 

because I’m a pastor. It’s not good 

because I’m a follower of Christ. 

I’m a disciple. (And, I hope you 

are, too. If you’re not sure, let’s 

talk.) 

In July, I spent ten days on the 

Wesley Pilgrimage with new 

friends from all over the states as 

well as Liberia and Nigeria. Yes, it 

was great. Yes, we saw many 

historic places that are part of our 

Methodist heritage. Yes, I learned 

a lot – a big plus for me. But... one 

of the best things I came back with 

(after a whole lot of new friends) 

was the beginnings of a morning 

prayers practice. 

Let me explain. For those ten days, 

we 37 pilgrims started each day 

with prayers, a hymn, and 

Eucharist. We ended each day with 

a hymn and prayers. We followed 

a traditional liturgy and used the 

Revised Common Lectionary 

which lays out psalm and scripture 

readings for each day of the year. 

Some days we were tired, but we 

all were there as often as we could 

be. It was fantastic, connecting 

with God together in this way as 

we started and ended our days. 

I’ve been praying each day for as 

long as I can remember, but in the 

mornings it’s generally been an 

on-the-fly kind of prayer. Lately, 

I’ve been wanting to get into a 

habit of quiet prayer and scripture  

time as my day begins. So as our 

pilgrimage drew to an end, I 

looked for and purchased a book 

from the store at Sarum College  

 

(where we were staying) of Celtic 

morning and evening prayers so 

that I can continue at home. Care 

to join me?  

 

 
Pastor Jayneann 

would like to invite 

you to look at 

something she’s 

been writing and posting online. 

You can check it out by going to 

the church webpage. Click “Links” 

in the top ribbon. Scroll down. 

Under “First United Methodist” is 

“Fierce Joy & Hope.” Click it. Or 

type at 

fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

into your browser address line and 

it’ll take you there. 

 

 

 

Join the Conference on 
Facebook 
Are you connected with the 

Wisconsin Conference United 

Methodist Church on Facebook? 

‘Like’ the Conference page to keep 

up with UMC news during the 

week, get updates, and be the first 

to know about new resources 

available for you and your church. 

Go to facebook.com/wisconsinumc 

and ‘Like’ the Conference 

Facebook page! 

 

 
 

 

New Address for the 

North East District Office 

The North East District, currently 

located in Appleton, will be 

moving to a shared building space 

with Neenah: Faith UMC as of 

July 1. The district office’s new 

address will be: North East District 

Office, 1025 Tullar Road, Neenah, 

WI 54956. Phone (920.991.0548) 

and fax (920.991.0549) numbers 

will remain the same. 

 

 

  

 what if … 
 

… we practiced believing in 

God’s forgiving nature? And 

then, what if we trusted that 

even tho’the other person is all 

wrong about God or church 

or… God would forgive? (And 

would even forgive us if – 

horrors – we were wrong!) 

What would change about the 

way we do church? 

 

 
 

Do you remember 

when you were young, 

asking God what s/he 

would like you to do 

with your life? What 

did God answer? 
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(Pulpit Preview continued …) 

 

August 6/7 – Communion Sunday 

Theme: “Burnout and Depression” 

Texts: 1 King 19:4; Exodus 

18:17f; Galatians 6:2 

 

August 13/14  

Theme: “The Nones: 

belief/unbelief as it relates to 

atheism” 

Texts: Luke 7:2-5; Ephesians 2:8 

and/or Romans 12:3 

 

August 20/21  

Theme: “Praying for Healing” 

Texts: 2 Kings 5:13-14; James 

5:14 and/or Philippians 4:6 

Francois Russell will preach the 

sermon at our Saturday evening 

service. Come support him! 

 

August 27/28 – Communion will 

be served 

Theme: “Celebrating the spirit to 

volunteer” 

Texts: Mark 10:45 & 1 Peter 4:10b  

Saturday-service as normal at  

5:30 p.m. 

Sunday- one combined service at 

10 a.m. at City Park. Free lunch 

and entertainment to follow.  

Please bring your lawn chair! 

Electronic Giving 
 

Looking for a way to stay current 

on your giving during these busy 

summer travel months?  Electronic 

giving is now easier than ever!   

With the new link on our church 

website, you can now easily sign 

up to give online.   Choose the date 

you would like to donate and 

whether you would like to give 

weekly, monthly, etc.   It is quick, 

easy, and leaves the choices up to 

you! 

Electronic giving is good for the 

giver as it reduces the need to 

carry checks and keeps you current 

on pledges even when you can’t be 

at church.   It is good for the 

church because it keeps donations 

consistent, relieves some of the 

work for volunteer counters, and 

helps the church with budgeting 

and planning.   

Questions?   Contact Lynn Halley, 

Finance Manager, at the church 

office .  To sign up for electronic 

giving, visit the church website at 

www.appfumc.org.    

 

Traveling Tea Party 
Our traveling tea party serves tea 

with dessert and conversation to 

those who are alone, the grieving, 

the recuperating, or the home 

bound. You may have heard that 

the team’s leader Trish is taking 

some time off from her ministry 

duties to focus on health issues. 

She is asking if you might be 

interested in taking over her duties 

on a temporary basis. It involves: 

- a few phone calls to set up the 

day and time of the party 

- arranging it with the assisted 

living facility 

- sending notice to the volunteers 

- assigning duties (make dessert, 

provide devotions, etc) 

The team has a basket with all the 

dishes, and such that are used for 

the parties. We usually do a party 

about every 2 months. 

 

LUNCHTIME ORGAN 

RECITALS… their 21
st
 year  

Summer organ concerts in the Fox 

Valley on Wednesdays at 12:15 

Aug 3  St. Bernard Catholic 

Aug 4 St. Joe’s Catholic 7 p.m.  

Aug 10 St. Mary’s Catholic 

 Menasha 

Aug 11   St Paul Lutheran, Neenah 

Aug 17 1
st
 Congregational UCC  

Aug 24   Memorial Presbyterian  

Aug 31 St. Paul Lutheran, Neenah 

 

 
August 21

st
 

Now that we’ve had one Walk-In 

Choir sing this summer, are you 

ready to join another?  

We will gather in the chapel on 

Sunday, August 21
st
 at 8:15 a.m. to 

rehearse for both the 9:00 & 10:30 

worship services. Even if you 

didn’t join the group in July, 

you’re still welcome to come and 

sing on August 21
st
.  

We will be singing a medley using 

“It’s Me, It’s Me, O Lord” and 

“Sweet Hour of Prayer” (both in 

our hymnal). It's such a joy to 

share music together, especially in 

worship! You can call or email 

Pastor Jayneann (920.734.2677  or 

jmcintosh@appfumc.org) if you 

hope join us. 

The more voices the better! 

Church Records 
 

Deaths: 

6-9-2016      

Helen Meidam 

  

Weddings: 

7-1-2016 

Allie Theuerkauf & Michael 

Babbitts 

 

7-8-2016 

Brooke Mayer & Matt Stormer 

 

7-16-2016 

Kara Buck & Kevin Fulcer 

 

7-23-2016 

Stephanie Olson & Samuel 

Kuhn 

 

 

 

http://www.appfumc.org/
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Host Families Needed: 

First Church is joining area United 

Methodist Churches to host the 

“Korean Christian Music & Dance 

Troop” August 10-12 when they 

come to present their message and 

art. If you would be interested in 

hosting one or more youth and/or 

adults, please contact Amy at the 

church office.  

 

 

Habitat for Humanity – 

Interfaith Building 

Project 

 
First has partnered with 7 other 

Fox City area Methodist churches 

(and other faith communities) to 

work on two home-building 

projects this summer.  Mai Ya and 

Tina & Doua are partnering with 

the Interfaith Build members to 

build strength, stability, self-

reliance and shelter for their 

families.  The homes are located at 

2300 & 2310 W. Russet Ct on the 

north side of Appleton.  Check 

them out if you happen to be in the 

neighborhood.  

Appleton First volunteers include 

Denise & Terry Anderson, Ann 

Hackinson, Lee Martin, Austin 

Scott, Lisa & Jim Urbaniak.  Many 

thanks go to them for taking time 

out of their busy summer schedule 

to do God’s work. 

 
Pictured:  Lee Martin & Austin 

Scott constructing walls for the 

Habitat of Humanity Interfaith 

Build 

 

 

Grand-Friends 

Are you ready to be in ministry? 

Would you like to be a vital part 

of a Sunday schooler’s year? 

We are starting a new ministry 

here at First Church -Grandfriends! 

Older adults in our church will be 

paired up with a Sunday School 

child. They will be given a photo 

and simple information about that 

child. They will pray for the 

children and maybe even send 

them a letter every so often. The 

children are also invited to send 

their grandfriend a card!   

We are excited to help the children 

and their families make 

connections with their church 

family and build bridges between 

the generations! Look for 

information and permission cards 

to be sent home sometime in 

August.  

 

Couldn’t make 

Vacation Bible School  

at First Church? 
 

The Family 

Church is also 

hosting VBS 

the evenings of 

Aug 1
st
 – 4

th
. 

2318 American 

Drive Neenah, 

info@familychurchumc.org, 882-

0544. “Just like God prepared Paul 

to go to new places, take risks and 

soar to great heights, we too are 

called to be part of God’s 

awesome-est adventure.” 

 

 

Price Increase for  

Altar Flowers 

 
Having pretty flowers on the altar 

does add to the beauty of our 

worship space and gives 

congregants an opportunity to 

celebrate special occasions or 

honor family or friends.  Due to an 

increase in flower prices, the cost 

of Altar flowers will be raised 

from $20 to $25.  This will start on 

September 1
st
, 2016.   You can 

sign up on the flower chart on the 

board near the kitchen, and grace 

our altar with a beautiful 

arrangement that you can take 

home after that Sunday's 

services.  Look for the 2017 

Flower chart that will be up soon.   

 

 

A-1 Health Ministry 
 

The Health Ministry Team 

continues to offer blood pressure 

& blood sugar checks on the 4
th
 

Sunday of each month throughout 

the summer.   

We are available in the Wesley 

Room before and after the 9am 

service. 

Dan, Lisa, Jim,  

Health Ministry Team 
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Adult Opportunities for Growth, Learning, Discipleship & Fun 

   
Group:  Monday Theology Group (Ongoing) 

Dates: Every 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Monday  

Time:  10:00-12:00 noon 

First Meeting of the Fall Season:  September 19 

Title and Description:  More information coming soon! 
 

Group:  Monday Evening Group 

Dates and Time:  Mondays, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.   

First Meeting of the Fall Season:  September 19 

Title:  Book of Daniel, a continuation of the June study 

Description:  This is a Beth Moore study, speaking to 

her “Sisters in Christ”. Study emphasizes the dreams and 

prophesies within the book of Daniel.   

Facilitator:  Donna Leicht 
 

Group:  Tuesday Afternoon Book Study (Five Sessions) 

Dates:  September 20, 27, October 18, 25, November 1    

Time: 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

Title:  Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help 

Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say 

Description:  These words sound Christian—like 

something you might find in the Bible.  We’ve all heard 

them; maybe we’ve said them. Adam Hamilton’s 

narrates this book and video series by comparing the 

ministry of Jesus to these common clichés: Everything 

happens for a reason; God helps those who help 

themselves; God won’t give you more than you can 

handle; God said it, I believe it, that settles it; Love the 

sinner, hate the sin.  

Facilitators:  Cynthia Whitely and Linda Dawson 
 

Group:  Wednesday Book Study (Ongoing) 

Dates and Time:  Gather at 11:15, meets until 12:30 

First Meeting of the Fall Season:  September 7 

Descriptions:  Fall study features two books,  

On This Sprit Walk by Mann and Phillips and 

Night by Elie Wiesel.  Schedule adjustments will 

arise as the group plans activities together for fall. 
Facilitator: Cynthia Whitely, Linda Farina (study of 

Night) and Margie Johnson (On This Spirit Walk) 
 

Group:  Thursday Noon Women’s Study (Ongoing) 

Dates and Time:  Every Thursday 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

First Meeting of the Fall Season:  September 22 

Titles:  Happy (Five Sessions) and  

One Thousand Gifts (Five Sessions) 

Description: We will be viewing the award winning 

video “Happy” which combines real life stories of 

people from around the world and powerful interviews 

with the leading scientists in happiness research.   This 

will be followed by five weeks of study with the video 

“One Thousand Gifts” which encourages us to look at 

our life and find the good in it—expressing the gratitude 

for the life we have helps us be fully alive. 
 

Group:  Thursday Noon Men’s Study (ongoing) 

Dates and Time:  Every Thursday 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

First Meeting of the Fall Season:  September 19 

Title:  “When Faith Makes Life Go South! – A Journey 

Through the Two Letters of Peter.” 

Description:  The two letters of Peter in the New 

Testament are known for their provoking subject of 

Christian suffering.  We’ll explore how these writings 

can help us deal with the challenges that our faith 

provides today. 
 

Group:  Sunday Morning Study (Six Sessions) 

Dates:  September 25, October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Time: 10:30 -11:30 a.m. 

Title:  Me Too!  You Are Not Alone in This 

Description:  This will be a group discussion using TED 

talks, articles, and research by Brené Brown on shame 

and vulnerability. Brené Brown is a research professor at 

the University of Huston and has spent the last ten years 

studying vulnerability courage, authenticity, and shame.  

Her books include The Gifts of Imperfection, Daring 

Greatly, and Women and Shame.  During our Sunday 

morning class we will watch videos and read short 

articles in order to discuss Brené Brown’s findings and 

insights.  No preparation is needed to attend this class.  

To learn more about Brené Brown before the class starts, 

google ‘TED talk Brené Brown.’ 

Facilitator:  Pastor Carrie Kreps Wegenast  
 
 

 
 

Come; join new and old friends for a relaxed 

 theological conversation. We’ll share a bit of our stories 

and talk about how God is active in the world. 
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Church Facilities Improvements Update from the Board of Trustees 

 
The Board of Trustees have approved and are in the process of completing and starting a number of improvements to the 

church facility. The concrete walkways leading to the outside kitchen door and the outside door leading to the Fellowship 

Hall have been replaced.  Two sections of the concrete walkway, that were uneven, leading to the courtyard entrance have 

been raised eliminating a trip hazard. The cost of doing the mentioned concrete walk has been funded through the 

Building Fund in the amount of $2,900. The lights in the portico ceiling are being replaced with new LED fixtures, the 

ceiling of the portico will be painted, the concrete entrance walk will be epoxied and the concrete relief designs in the side 

walls will be stained. The cost of this project is $5,970. The North wall of the Fellowship Hall will be pressure washed. 

The cost of the mentioned projects are being funded through the Building Fund.  The kitchen will undergo some needed 

refurbishing. A new ceiling will be installed with new LED lighting the walls will be painted and the sink area backsplash 

epoxy coated.  The cost of this project is $10,860 which is being funded through the Building Maintenance and Capital 

Improvement Endowment.  All of the mentioned projects will be completed by the end of the summer months. 

The Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

                     

   
   
 

Board of Trustees Capital Campaign Update 

 
This is the second article in a series of articles with regards to the Board of Trustees building 

projects within the Capital Campaign.  As mentioned in the first article preliminary quotes for 

all work required have been obtained.  Another very important item on the list of projects is a 

retrofit of the window wells surrounding the 1924 building.  There are 24 window wells which 

have not been repaired in the past 92 years since the building was constructed.  The drains are 

undersized, there are missing or damaged drain covers and the concrete walls are detreating.  

One of the options proposed is to eliminate the window wells and bring the lower portion of the 

window to grade level, leaving the upper portion of the windows.  This would require blocking up the portion of the 

windows that are within the window wells below grade.  The interior walls would require refinishing in each of the lower 

level rooms with window wells.  The church lower level has experienced a number of flooded rooms over the past several 

years, due to window well drain problems.  The window well drains are incapable of draining the water off fast enough 

during heavy rains, when the storm sewers are burdened with rain water. This structural repair procedure would eliminate 

the threat of lower level flooding occurring in the future.  The cost of eliminating the window wells and replacing the 

existing windows is quoted at $157,000.  This is a large expenditure within the Capital Campaign list of items. 

The Board of Trustees 
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A blessed group of 19 Middle School Youth and 5 Adult Leaders served with YouthWorks in Lincoln 

County, West Virginia July 10-15.  This group has served on 35 combined trips with 15 serving on their 

first trip.  This year’s theme was 1 John 4:19, “We love because He first loved us.”  Our Youth and Adult 

Leaders were reminded that because of God’s prodigal love for them, they are compelled to share that 

amazing love with others.  This summer YouthWorks celebrates 20 years partnering with the communities 

of Hamlin and West Hamlin, West Virginia.  Our group was blessed to be a small part of what God is doing 

through the ministry of YouthWorks.  Our group served alongside churches from Lake Orion, Michigan 

and Morgantown, West Virginia.  The participants lead a Kid’s Club, a mini Vacation Bible School, visited 

nursing homes, and completed work projects. One of our groups built three wheelchair ramps.   I am blown 

away by the hard work and genuine love that the Youth and Adult Leaders shared with the people of 

community.  Many lives were impacted and hearts and minds were changed!  Thank you to all who served. 

Our world is a better place because you are part of it.  #CountryRoads 

After two successful trips, it’s not too early to begin planning for next summer’s Youth Mission 

Trips.  Every other year, our church sends out three mission teams.  Our Middle School Trip, for grades 6-

8, will serve in Duluth, Minnesota June 11-16, 2017.  Our first High School Trip, for grades 11-12, will 

serve in Arecibo, Puerto Rico June 24-30, 2017. Our second High School Trip, for grades 9-12, will serve 

in Detroit, Michigan July 9-14, 2017. The cost of the trips is still being determined.  An informational 

meeting for Parents and Participants will be held Wednesday, August 10 at 7 p.m. in the Chapel.  Following 

the meeting, deposits will be collected to reserve spaces.  A deposit of $100 will reserve a space for Duluth 

and Detroit, and a deposit of $200 will reserve a space for Arecibo. The spaces are limited and will be filled 

on a first come basis.  
 
 
Brian Stahl 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
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Web: http://www.appfumc.org/page/fumc_kidz 
Email: cladewig@appfumc.org 

Mission Statement:  Making Christian Disciples by teaching children to honestly, faithfully, and openly 

walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ 

Upcoming Events 
August 24 Teacher/Helper Training Asbury Lounge 6-8 p.m. 

August 28 Volunteer Appreciation Picnic No Sunday School 

September 4 Labor Day No Sunday School 

September 11 Rally Day 1st day of classes! 

September 18 Acolyte Installation 9:00 service 

Dates and activities are subject to change. Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry 
board and updated newsletters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

August 28th All Church 
Volunteer Celebration 

Picnic! 
 

We hope that you will join us at 10:00 for a 
special combined worship service in City Park. 
Childcare will be available at the park while 
you worship!   
After worship the church will host a picnic fit 
for a king!  There will be games, music, food, 
and plenty of fun! 
Feel free to bring some of your favorite yard 
games and some chairs!  

Thank you for all that you do for our 
children! 

 

Teacher/Helper 
Training 

 Save the Date!  
 
 
 
 
 
This year we will offer a training for new 
teachers as well as those interested in helping 
in the classrooms.  
Training will take place in the Asbury Lounge on 
Wednesday, August 24 at 6 p.m. 
This training will introduce those new to the 
program or who have been away for a while to 
our new curriculum, best practices, discipline, 
how to sign up with your team and find lesson 
plans, and teacher/helper responsibilities.  
 

http://www.appfumc.org/page/fumc_kidz
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NEW!! Grandfriends Ministry 
 

We are starting a new ministry here at First Church! 
Older adults in our church will be paired up with a Sunday School child. They will be given a photo and 
simple information about that child. They will pray for the children and maybe even send them a letter 
every so often. The children are also invited to send their grandfriend a card!   
We are excited to help the children and their families make connections with their church family and build 
bridges between the generations! Look for information and permission cards to be sent home sometime in 
August.  

 

Sunday School Teachers and Helpers 
 

We are currently looking for adults, and youth to teach and help in the classrooms this coming school year.  
If you would like more information on how our program works, teaching teams, commitment levels, and 
training please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org. 
 

VBS Update 
 

As of this writing we are getting ready for Surf Shack VBS in a few days! We are so excited to be ministering 
to over 100 children this year!  
We will make sure to update you on our week, God sightings, and our mission project with the Community 
Clothes Closet! 
 

Friday Updates Returning in August 
 

Parents please check your email the last Friday of August as we will resume our Friday Updates. This weekly 
update is a great tool to reach out to parents, reminders of upcoming events, and a place to communicate 
items that didn’t make it in our monthly newsletter.  
 
 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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Mission of the Month 

 

 
 

Harbor House is an independent non-profit agency which offers safe shelter and basic crisis services to 

women and children hurt by domestic abuse.  Services include one-on-one counseling, support groups, 

legal advocacy, and awareness training for community members and school groups. The agency 

maintains a 24-hour telephone helpline at 920 832-1666. Harbor House serves over 1,200 women and 

children each year.  

What can we do to help? 

 

The most urgent needs are new laundry baskets and new pillows. Other items on the wish list include 

bath towels, twin sheets, new pajamas or slippers for women and children, diapers (size 4 and 5), ladies 

shaving cream, ziplock bags, garbage bags, cleaning supplies, and ground coffee. Gas cards, home 

improvement gift cards, bus tickets, and department store gift cards are always welcome. Items may be 

placed in the marked bin by the Wesley Room. Any questions can be directed to Donna Frick or Chris 

Hartman. As always, thank you very much for your continued generosity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Book sale is 

getting closer – September 17 & 18. We will 

be collecitng items in the gym. Items to be 

collected are:  books, records, DVDs, CDs, 

VHS tapes, games and puzzles in August. 

No magazines please; unless they are 

quilting, craft or cooking. There will be carts 

in the hallway by the protico entry labeled 

for books. If you would like books picked 

up, please call the church at 734-2677 and 

we will make arrangements. We will need 

help with the sale. Watch for sign ups in the 

“You Can Count on Me” bulletin inserts in 

July and August. 

 
The 5th Annual Senegal Mission Charity Golf Outing will be 

held at Bridgewood Golf Course in Neenah from  

8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on August 17
th
. 

The event includes all Methodist churches in our circuit, and 

supports the Senegal mission and missionaries Bill and 

Gwen Gibson from Emmanuel church in Appleton. 

Put together your own foursome or sign up individually for 9 

holes of golf, or play miniature golf. If you are not a golfer, 

you can support the Senegal mission by sponsoring someone 

who is golfing. The goal is to raise $250 per golfer ($50 per 

miniature golfer) for the Senegal mission. Guests are 

welcome. Join the fun and support a great cause!!  For more 

information and to sign up please contact Rev. Dave Farina 

by phone at 608-434-1502.   

There are golf balls on sale in the main hallway, by 

Fellowship Hall (prices as marked).  All money received 

from golf ball sales will support the Senegal missions. 

 

5
TH

 Annual Charity Golf Outing 
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Capital Campaign Update 
By Pastor Markus 

 

Last month our capital campaign subcommittee was 

busy meeting with representatives of companies that 

help churches discern a capital campaign. We 

interviewed three consultants and it was our task to 

pick the one we felt would be most appropriate for 

First Church (by the time this newsletter was printed 

the decision has not been made yet). There is a variety 

of different companies out there that specializes on 

doing capital campaigns with churches. Earlier this 

summer the members of our church council have 

decided that in order for First Church to reasonably 

discern the potential for a capital campaign we need to 

go ahead and have a feasibility study done. The 

feasibility study will be conducted by the company we 

chose to help us and will give us a good idea how 

much support there is within our church for the 

projects we try to tackle. The findings of this 

feasibility study will make it a lot easier making an 

educated decision later this year. As I told you earlier 

this year we will do a congregational vote on the ‘yes’ 

or ‘no’ regarding a capital campaign. Once we have a 

timeline to start the feasibility study I hope to soon 

start congregational information events. I realize you 

may start having specific questions regarding the 

campaign, so there will be info events. I would expect 

those to happen in the fall of this year. 

 

In the meantime I kindly ask you to continue to pray 

for us at First Church and our efforts to keep moving 

forward as a church.  

 

Phoebe Circle   

Collecting 
School Supplies for UMCOR 

 

Need a cool place? 
 

Please feel free to seek out our library (door to the right 

of the chancel area) or chapel (to the lefty of chancel 

area) at any time on Sunday morning if you need a 

place to cool down. Both rooms are air conditioned. 

The library also has a live feed of the 9a.m. service. 

 

SAVE THIS DATE:  

Thursday, October 20, 2106 

LESI PROMOTES AWARENESS OF 

ADULT LITERACY ISSUES 

 
Literacy Education Services is hosting a viewing 

party and is inviting you to participate in the 

screening of the Secret Lives of Americans on 

Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. here at 

First church.  This is a groundbreaking 

documentary on an adult with low literacy skills 

and takes an unflinching look at the secrets people 

keep and the strength that it takes to reveal them 

to friends and family.  Adult literacy is an 

important issue that affects each one of us. 

 

It is that time of year to again begin buying school supplies for the 

bags we put together for Annual Conference. The bags go to the 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Chatham, Illinois and are 

distributed from there and through UMCOR.  Now is the time to 

buy school supplies as they are so much cheaper and your money 

goes so much farther. The following is a list of the items 

needed: spiral notebooks, #2 unsharpened pencils (no 

advertisements), blunt school scissors, rulers with metric, 2.5 inch 

erasers, 24 count Crayola crayons, and hand held pencil sharpeners. 

These items may be brought to the church office or call Ellen Roe at 

734-7302. 
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Guide Book & Directory  

  

 We are in the process of 

updating our annual Guide Book & 

Directory for the Church.  This book is 

the one you receive in the mail every 

fall.  The book is being provided at no 

cost to our Church, including the 

mailing to each family, and again is 

being subsidized by local businesses 

that advertise in it.  If you own or 

manage a business and would like to 

find out about advertising in our book, 

please call or email Amy in the Church 

office 734-2677  or  

Amy@appfumc.org.  Please remember 

to update your phone number and 

address with the church office, so it is 

correct in the directory.  

 
  

The Memorial Committee has purchased and added several items to the church recently in memory of 

former church members.  An additional bench was added in the entry by Fellowship Hall.  Those 

benches are needed by members of the church or non-members, particularly on Wednesday, while 

waiting for transportation or waiting to eat.  The bench was purchased with David Hartman’s memorial 

money. As you perhaps had read in an earlier article, a room on the 3
rd

 floor of the Sunday School wing 

has been converted to an all-purpose room by the addition of audio-visual equipment.  A ceiling 

mounted projector, new speakers, and a large screen were purchased in memory of Bob Brandt.   This 

was particularly appropriate as Bob was a public school teacher, a Sunday School teacher and a former 

Sunday School superintendent.   Suggestions for purchases to be made by the Memorial Committee can 

be given to the pastors or directly to any member of the committee.   

Audrey Brandt, chair; Barbara Best; Marge Conkey; JoAnn DuVall; Doris and Ruel Gatewood; Martha 

Kulhavy; Bonnie LeClair; Edna Luckow; Lynda McLaughlin; Sue Tabbert; Lynn Haley; Tom 

Weinfurter 

 

mailto:Amy@appfumc.org
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Come worship with us! 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677        Kitchen Phone 920-364-0690        Fax number 920-882-1461 

http://www.appfumc.org 

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton 

Pastor Jayneann’s blog: fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
            

             FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

             325 E Franklin St     

            Appleton, WI  54911             

 

      RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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“Come, Christians, join to sing!”  

 

Sanctuary Choir  
Rehearsals resume Wednesday, September 7, 6:30 p.m., Room 301 

 

 
Stay “tuned” for start-up dates for other choirs! 
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 Ministers:        All members and friends 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson 

 Betsy Hovde  hovdefam@new.rr.com  

Lead Pastor: 
 Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Jayneann McIntoshJMcIntosh@appfumc.org  

Visitation Pastor 
 Dave Farina   DLFarina71@hotmail.com  

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir & Bass 

Clef:  Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 

Organist: 
 Kathy Orth (Lead)   Lkorth8285@att.net  

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  

Wesley Handbells: 
     Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    

SonshineSingers:  

Gabriella Makuc 

gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu 

Genesis Choir: 
 Clara Imon-Pedtke 

 clara.y.imonpedtke@lawrence.edu   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   

Office Assistant: 

 Jill Tetzlaff   Jill@appfumc.org  

Custodians:   
     Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

     and Tom Martens 
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