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Sermon 08-18/19-2018 

“Why?” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 

 

Intro to scripture:  

Last Wednesday evening at our 3rd summer outdoor service in the courtyard we listened to the 

account of King David’s most terrible decision. He got attracted to a beautiful married woman 

and abuses his power to get her to sleep with him. When he finds out that she got pregnant he 

tries to cover it all up but it doesn’t work out. So he decides to have the husband killed. His name 

was Uriah, a formidable hero in Israel’s army. Uriah dies on command of his own king. Let’s 

hear what happened next…  

 
26 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for 

him. 27 When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became 

his wife, and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 

12 1 and the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men 

in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many flocks and 

herds; 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought 

it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink 

from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveler 

to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer 

who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had 

come to him.” 5 Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, 

“As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6 he shall restore the lamb 

fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” 
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I anointed 

you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8 I gave you your master’s house, 

and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if 

that had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of 

the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 

and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.  
10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and 

have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11 Thus says the LORD: I will raise up 

trouble against you from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, 

and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very 

sun. 12 For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the 

sun.” 13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 
 

 

King David cheated on his two wives Michal and Abigail, he commits adultery with 

the wife of one of his own soldier, he plots against him and has him murdered. 

 

What happened to our hero David? The young boy who slayed the giant Goliath 

because of his great faith. What happened to our hero David who was declared 

king by God’s prophet while he was still a youth? What happened to our hero 

David who wrote beautiful Psalms, was so faithful to his God, and captured the 

seemingly impenetrable city of Jerusalem?  

What happened? 

Why did David turn like this? Why? 



Page 2 of 5 
 

1) Why did David “turn”? 

I’d be curious to hear your answers to this question. There are probably a lot of 

answers that could be offered. Why did King David commit such terrible deeds? 

- Power got him. Many people fail when they rise and have huge amounts of 

power all of the sudden. If you climb high you can fall deep. 

- Lust got him. Plain old human lust – hardly anyone is immune against it, 

especially not when you have the power of a king to just get what your 

lustful eye sees. 

- Maybe David was overworked and overburdened by his responsibilities. 

There are some indications in the biblical text (staying behind in Jerusalem 

while his army fights a war) that he may have been burned out and we know 

how much that can mess with one’s judgment. 

 

Human life is complex and there are many reasons for each and every single one of 

us to fall deep into a chain of making poor decisions – decisions that hurt and 

damage the lives of others and ultimately our own lives.  

 

What’s tragically fascinating is that we can grow completely numb to the pain we 

cause due to wrong sinful decisions. Our conscience fails us and we keep doing 

wrong, dancing around our God given conscience to the point that we grow blind 

toward the injustices we commit… 
 

There's an old story about a Roman Catholic priest who was hearing confessions. Nothing the 

priest heard that day was out of the ordinary until one particular man walked in, sat down and 

closed the door. 

 

In anguished tones, the man explained how it had been many years since his last confession. He 

shared how, for years, he had systematically stolen building supplies from the lumberyard where 

he worked. He'd done it so cleverly, no one had noticed. 

 

"How much do you figure you stole, in all those years?" asked the priest. 

 

"Well, let me put it this way," the man replied. "Enough to build my own house, a house for my 

son, and one each for my daughters." 

 

"That's a lot of lumber," replied the astonished priest. 

"Oh, and did I tell you we also had enough left over to build a cottage by the lake?" 

 

The priest continued, in his sternest ecclesiastical voice: "What you have told me, my son, is 

very, very serious. I need to think of a highly demanding penance to give you. Let me ask you: 

have you ever done a retreat?" 

 

"No, Father, I have not," said the man. "But if you get me the plans, I can get you the lumber!" 

Some people have no shame. (Homiletcisonline.com August 2, 2015) 

 

It’s hard to quit doing wrong once it has become a habit. Maybe you have 

experienced that in your own live.  
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[The first time you shop lift you may wrestle with your conscience but then you do it again and it 

becomes a habit and while your brain still knows you commit a crime you don’t see it anymore – 

you just keep doing it – maybe even justifying your actions. 

You gossip once and then twice and it becomes a habit and you don’t realize anymore 

that it is actually a sin. You think it’s normal because everyone else does it too. 

Substitute shoplifting and gossiping with any other sin that you may practice in your life 

and you realize how easy it is to form a conscience-muting habits.] 

 

It sure happened to David. Once he started doing wrong he didn’t seem to get out 

of it again – he kept making poorer and poorer choices leading all the way to 

murder and he didn’t even realize anymore that he did wrong! 

 

It took God sending his prophet Nathan who had the task to repair David’s 

conscience – or should I say: his heart? 

 

I’m sure Nathan did not feel comfortable going to the king and explain to him by 

means of a parable that the king did wrong. 

 

I wish for all of us to have such brave people in our lives who claim the role of 

Nathan and convict us of our mistakes.  

I know, it’s a slippery slope. We’ve probably all got burned at one time or 

another by ridiculously judgmental persons in our lives.  

But that must not stop us from the integrity of hearing God’s correcting 

voice in the voice of other people. 

 

I’m no fool, I know how unlikely it is at times to be open for honest criticism and 

judgment. Who wants to be judged? We live in a day and age in which nothing is 

more difficult than accepting to be told that we are sinning. 

 

Would you agree with that? It’s a phenomenon. While most people, particularly 

Christians, have no issue saying that we are all sinners in general – we cannot 

handle being told that we sin personally. Right? …Right? 

 

When you have a prophet Nathan in your life – don’t focus on Nathan, focus on 

your God who loves you… 

 

2) Why does God judge? 

Does God really love you? How can you be in love with a God who is presented to 

us as a God who sharply retaliates for the sins we commit? We want to be in love 

with a God who forgives, not a God who judges and punishes. 

 

That is my second “why?” question for today that I’d like to tackle with you. 

Check out the underlined parts in Verses 10 and 11. 
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First we asked: What happened to David, but now we have to ask: What happened 

to God? Is this my God, a God who retaliates for my sin in a way that almost 

seems kindergarten-ish:  

“You hurt me now I hurt you?” I mean, look at this: God says “I will raise 

up trouble against you” – when you read about that trouble later on in the book of 2 

Samuel and see what actually was going on you must ask:  

“So, does God punish sin by causing more sin to happen – how is that 

supposed to make sense?  

 

A retaliating God, isn’t that what humanity has to liberate itself from? Aren’t we 

stuck in the deepest of the dark ages if we see God that way and isn’t that a God-

image that we need to overcome?  

 

These are fair questions to ask, these are natural questions to ask, and these are 

important questions to ask – but we must not stay with the questions – we must 

move beyond the questions and search for answers and that requires some hard 

thinking and some good soul-searching.  

I know this is hard to do because we prefer religion to be easy but it can’t be 

– not if religion is indeed about a relationship with our redeeming creator. How 

could that ever be an easy thing? 

 

And so I want to invite you to do that hard thinking. Reflect and meditate about 

how you see your relationship with God in the context of a biblical text that tells us 

about the retaliating justice of our God.  

 

I trust that in the living relationship that you have with your God you will find 

answers to the deep and uncomfortable questions you ask. 

 

Here are some reflections that may help you: 

 

Imagine how this account of the Bible would come across if we found a God in it 

that remains ignorant toward the injustice that David committed. Imagine God 

saying: “Ah my David, that wasn’t very nice of you what you did to that woman 

and her husband – but now let’s forget about it, just try a bit harder next time…!” 

 

No, that’s not how God’s accountable love is displayed in this world and in an 

active relationship. God can’t let this slip. I don’t even think this has anything to do 

with retaliation actually. It has all to do with the justice of God. Because there is a 

just God in this world.  

“Trouble must arise” when an injustice has been committed. Sins have 

consequences - that’s why God does not want us to sin. Yes there is complete 

forgiveness with God, always, but that does not eliminate the consequences that 

our actions pose.  
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When we hurt someone, that pain is not undone through forgiveness. When 

you stab someone with a knife you may do great things to ask forgiveness of the 

person you hurt and you may move to a complete restoration of your relationship 

with that person – but that will not take the scar away this person will carry for the 

rest of her life – neither the physical nor the emotional. 

 

When God says to David: “I will take your wives before your eyes and give them 

to our neighbor” I do not see this as God causing harm to happen but as a natural 

way for how our sins have consequences: 

One scholar wrote that in this act of divine punishment we can see the 

principle of “as the father so the son:” David committed a crime and it shaped his 

personality, a personality that would find expression in his own son who would 

also commit crimes later on against his own father.  

 

It’s terrible to just think about what that means for our lives but it is how this world 

works and God wants to save us from it. 

 

He needs people who are willing to be saved from their own sinfulness.  

 

Following the train of thought of today’s Bible story we can see that it is this 

principle that leads to a new start: 

 

God announces to David the consequences of his sins… and David returns to being 

the hero he once was by finally recognizing and saying: “I have sinned against the 

Lord.” Now forgiveness can happen, now restitution can happen, now the curse 

that loomed over David can be lifted. But the consequences of his actions, the 

murder of Uriah for example, can’t be undone – it never can be undone and David 

has to suffer these consequences. 

 

Nothing is more uncomfortable for a Christian than to hear a sermon about the 

unstoppable consequences of sin. I hope that the tough Bible lesson from today 

leads you toward growth in your discipleship. 

 

In Jesus Christ, God encounters us, and he reaches us a hand into our complicated 

lives that are marked by injustices. No, the presence of Christ does not mean that 

our crimes and sins won’t have consequences. But the presence of Christ shows us 

the depths of God’s care for us that builds a highway beyond the terrible 

consequences of our harmful actions. 

 

That is hope, that is power, that is a way to live with the “why’s” of our 

complicated lives. Thanks be to God. Amen. 


