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32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear 

out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for their 

master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he 

comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly 

I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 

them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 

and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had 

known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

- Luke 12:32-40 

 
Language is such a fascinating thing.  Meanings can change for words based on their geographic 

location.  Or even a misspelling by one letter can create a whole new meaning.  Take the word 

“scared”.  It implies an uncomfortability, a sense of fear.  Yet, when you switch the “a” and the 

“c” you transform the word to “sacred”.  A word not producing the same kind of 

uncomfortability or fear, but rather awe, possible contentment, safeness. 

 

Our scripture today gives us both sense of these words, scared and sacred. 

 

We come into our scripture in the middle of a teaching from Jesus.  Jesus had just finished 

calming his disciples’ minds with the passage that we may be familiar with,  
 

27“Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in 

all his glory was not clothed like one of these.” 
 

Jesus tells us, Don’t worry.  Don’t be fearful. We are shown God’s providence, God’s protective 

care. 

 

Jesus gives us the reassurance that God is caring for us. 

“Don’t be afraid...it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

 

In this scripture, we see a call to not worry, a call to keep the right treasure in mind. The showing 

of God’s protective care is illustrated by our call to figure out what we treasure.   

- Are we a people who treasure our possessions? 

- Are we a people who treasure what we don’t have?  

- Are we a people who treasure our relationships? 

- Are we a people who treasure the future? 

- Are we a people who treasure the past? 

- Do we treasure God? 

 



The biggest question becomes: What qualities do we show when we treasure something? These 

are the things that we feel have great worth or value, that we keep precious, that we store within 

our hearts, or in our homes. 

 

Things that bring us joy often become treasures.  Things that peak more than one of our senses 

tend to become our treasures, especially those with good memories.  When we treasure 

something our whole being flows with feelings for it. 

 

Think of our treasures being like throwing a pot, not chucking but creating.  How many of us 

have ever tried throwing pots on a wheel?  It is no easy task, but let’s think about the process. 

 

After you have the wheel going fast, you throw your blob of clay onto the wheel.  The next step 

is critical.  You have use your hands to center the clay on the wheel.  The clay has to be perfectly 

centered on the wheel. If it’s off just a little bit, you’ll wreck your pot. As you build up the sides 

of the pot, the balance will be off.  The pot will go wonky and collapse.  The clay must be 

perfectly centered on the wheel.  It’s the basis for all that will come.  What the treasure of our 

heart is becomes our centering. 

 

When we treasure God and God’s kingdom, we approach it wholeheartedly and know that 

nothing can destroy it, no thief or moth. 

 

But how do we even comprehend a world, a being, a place that is indestructible?  Everything that 

we encounter on this earth is destructible.  From the physical plants to the relationships that we 

have, nothing is safe from being destroyed, yet we are told that God’s protection over us cannot 

be destroyed.  That our treasure in God is not something that can perish.  It is always there.  No 

need to be scared, because we have found the sacred. 

 

Jesus’s teaching then shifts to two similar parables, both dealing with slaves and masters.  Now, 

our culture is unfamiliar with the wedding practices that are assumed here and the agreements 

that defined the relationship between masters and slaves in Biblical times.  So, instead of 

focusing on our context within this story, let us look past and see what Jesus is trying to tell us. 

 

In a time of no electricity, it was important for those working to constantly be watching, with 

lamps lit, for their master to come home.  It was common in Jewish culture to divide the night 

watch into three segments.  If the master would find the people awake and waiting, there would 

be great reward.  These parables allude to alertness being awarded with blessing. 

 

The second parable focuses the story of the master and servants on the second coming of Jesus. 

In the New Testament, the people anticipated that Jesus would come back shortly after he left.  

They had great anticipation of the end-of-the-world judgment. 

 

Because we live in a world where Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection are thousands of years in 

the past, we are unfamiliar with the nearness of the end-of-the-world expectations and of the 

coming judgment.  The idea of keeping one’s lamp lit and being dressed for action, was and is a 

call to be ready for Jesus’s return. 

 



What does that look like us for us now to be ready for the second coming?  Well, certainly we 

are pointed back to our treasures.  Have we led the life that points to God, that points to God’s 

kingdom that has treasured both God and God’s kingdom? 

 

In a time when we are told to find solace in God’s providence, God’s protective care, and in a 

time when we are told to be aware and awake for Jesus’s return, we are left in a potential mixture 

of emotions. 

 

The idea of scared and sacred may once more come into our minds.  The future (whether close in 

proximity or life eternal) is uncertain.  With uncertainty comes fear, comes something potentially 

more than worry. 

 

We are supposed to hold onto the sacred, but sometimes switching that “a” and “c” is the hardest 

thing for us.  It becomes for us an issue of trust.  Yes, our Song of Preparation does shed light on 

this scripture.  We sang,  

“just from Jesus simply taking life and rest, 

and joy and peace… 

O for grace to trust him more.” 

 

In our trust of God, we keep our lamps lit, we keep our hearts ready for God’s call on our lives. 

But, in what way do we keep our lamps lit now? Is it in hope? Is it in action? Is it in devotion? 

Sometimes looking for hope is enough for us to keep our lamps lit.  Other times we need to be 

full be action. And yet other times, we just have to stand firm in our devotion, even if we don’t 

feel with hope or action. 

 

God will come again, whether we are ready or not.  Will we live in fear of it or will we have our 

lamps lit, waiting with God as our treasure?  

 

In the words of the gospel blues song, 

“Keep your lamps trimmed and burning 

For this old world is almost done.” 

 


