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Sermon 08-15-18 3rd Summer Wednesday Courtyard Service 
– Rev. Markus Wegenast 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 
 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers 

and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained 

at Jerusalem. 
2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on the 

roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very 

beautiful. 3 David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba 

daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 So David sent messengers to get her, and she 

came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she 

returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 
6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to 

David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war 

was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah 

went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9 But Uriah slept at 

the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his 

house. 10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, 

“You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” 11 Uriah said to 

David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths;[a] and my lord Joab and the servants of 

my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie 

with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.” 12 Then David said 

to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in 

Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 13 David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and 

made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, 

but he did not go down to his house. 
14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter he 

wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that 

he may be struck down and die.” 

 

1) 

Is it reasonable to make one of the most outrageous stories of the entire Bible the 

center of a casual and relaxed outdoor service? Isn’t it embarrassing to talk about 

tough themes like lust, adultery, power abuse, cover up actions, and murder? 

Well, yeah, it is. ‘I don’t like the idea of someone walking past our church 

tonight and overhearing fragments of this uncomfortable sermon…’ 

That’s one way to think about it. Another way is to say: Isn’t that the power 

of our faith, that it addresses tough subjects instead of ignoring them? 

 

The story of David, Bathsheba and her murdered husband Uriah is a story that has 

found countless repeats in human life. Many a great celebrity, even and especially 

devout ones like David, have fallen into their lust and caused great harm.  

But ordinary people like you and I too find our place in this uncomfortable 

story. So let’s take a closer look… 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+samuel+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8271a
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2) 

I don’t want this to be a super long sermon, so let’s just do a very efficient question 

and answer approach to this tragic story we just heard: 

1) Q: Why did king David stay behind in his palace when his armies were 

fighting a tough battle elsewhere? A: I don’t have one!  
Sometimes kings did stay behind when their army went into battle, but David was a young 

warrior-king, he would have been expected to be there. We don’t know why he stayed 

behind. Had he gone, a huge tragedy might never have occurred 

 

2) Q: Is it normal for a king to walk on the rooftop of his palace? Just picture 

the situation… A: Quick answer: Yes, that was normal! 

 

3) Q: Did Bathsheba maybe purposely seduce that poor innocent man David? 

A: No. Nothing in the story even hints that way.  
It was absolutely normal for people in Jerusalem to take their baths on their rooftops. It’s 

very likely that David saw several people taking a bath as he was overlooking his city 

from the elevated palace. 

 

4) Q: Could the king really just order a woman to come to his palace and have 

his way with her? A: Yes, he could.  
It wasn’t legal for him to do so, but he had that power and Bathsheba had no power to 

resist him. 

 

5) Q: Does it make sense to believe that Bathsheba would really go back to the 

king and tell him that she’s pregnant by him. A: What else could she have 

done? … 

 

6) Q: Does that whole Uriah part of the story make sense?  
David calls B’s husband – one of his greatest war heroes by the way – back home from 

the battle. He makes him drunk and sends him to his wife with the express order to have 

intercourse with her. Kind of a good idea in terms of trying to cover everything up – but 

Uriah does not go to his wife. Why not? Does that make sense?  

A: Yes, because an Israelite soldier in the middle of a battle was not allowed 

to lie with his wife.  
The king hoped Uriah would break his vow of abstinence, but Uriah was faithful. 

 

7) Q: Was Uriah clueless about what happened? A: Probably not.  
The story said that instead of going back to his wife Uriah hung out with the servants at 

the palace. Servants talk and servants know everything that’s going on at court.  

 

Do you know what this means? That meant that U was probably fully aware that he 

was carrying his death sentence in his pocket when David sent him back to the 

battlefield.  

U was faithful unto death! He wouldn’t lie with his wife because it was 

against his religious military orders, and he dutifully carried the message of his 

death sentence that his cheating king gave him back to his general. 
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3) 

What an embarrassing and tragic story! How can you possibly find yourself in it? 

Have you ever been tempted by lust? A question that I’d assume is almost 

rhetorical. Have you ever given in to temptation of lust? Maybe also a rhetorical 

question (especially when you consider Jesus’ definition of it). Have you ever tried 

to cover up a crime that you committed? Maybe I should use less sharp language: 

Have you ever covered up actions of your life that you weren’t proud of? 

 

I believe we all can find connecting points to this story. 

 

Maybe your connecting point is an especially tragic one in that you were or are the 

victim. Maybe you can identify with B or even U. We are mandated to reflect on 

what the Bible tells us about B and U. We have to sympathize with them and cry out 

with them. But at the same time we have to acknowledge that the biblical story arch 

does not focus on them and how they coped. The Bible highlights their integrity and 

their faith, but the focus is fully on David and on how he will handle this situation. 

 

In a time when the “Me Too” movement is strong and when we as a society are 

very keen on hearing the victim’s story it is especially hard to deal with the biblical 

D and B story. But it must not turn us off to follow the Bible’s lead otherwise we 

leave this sad story behind empty handed. 

 

4) 

What do you take away? 

You don’t need to be a king David, a Bill Cosby or a world famous pastor of Willow 

Creek community church in order to hear your God speak to you in this story. 

 

Don’t walk away from this story solely reflecting about how bad David’s actions 

were and how good you are compared to him. What would you gain from that?  

 

Consider what the Catholic theologian Henri Nouwen said: 

 
How do we befriend our inner enemies, lust and anger? By listening to what they are saying. They say, 

"I have some unfulfilled needs" and "Who really loves me?" Instead of pushing our lust and anger 

away as unwelcome guests, we can recognize that our anxious, driven hearts need some healing. Our 

restlessness calls us to look for the true inner rest where lust and anger can be converted into a deeper 

way of loving. 
There is a lot of unruly energy in lust and anger! When that energy can be directed toward loving well, 

we can transform not only ourselves but even those who might otherwise become the victims of our 

anger and lust. This takes patience, but it is possible.1 
 

May you seek and find ever new ways to be honest with yourself, with your 

neighbors and with your God to make the right choices. Amen. 

                                                           
1 Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey: A Daybook of Wisdom and Faith (Zondervan, 2006), reading for February 3. 

 


