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Sermon 08-11/12-2018 

Great Ideas…crushed – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 

cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 

mind; for the LORD is with you.” 

4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant David: 

Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived in a house 

since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 

about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, 

did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders[a] of Israel, whom I commanded to 

shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8 Now 

therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from 

the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9 and I have been with 

you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for 

you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for 

my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed 

no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed 

judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover 

the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled 

and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 

forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, 

and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he shall 

be a son to me… 

 

1) Not a great idea 
It was about 6 years ago. My wife Carrie and I lived in the beautiful Wisconsin 

small town of East Troy, 45 minutes southwest of Milwaukee. I drove home from 

an event at my wife’s church when I saw a homeless man walking along the side 

walk. I immediately recognized him. It was Larry. I had met Larry years prior 

when I served another church over an hour away from East Troy. How did he get 

all the way here? But see, that’s what he did. He walked from town to town fully 

embracing the life of a hobo.  

I’m not a super spontaneous person but I managed to decide to pull over so I 

could say “hi” to him. I thought, maybe that’s a God-given opportunity for me to 

be a Good Samaritan and help Larry out. We talked for a bit and I finally pulled 

out my wallet and I said: “Hey Larry, do you need some money?” Oh was I excited 

to have the opportunity to give my homeless friend a token. But he surprised me. 

He looked at me and said: “Oh no Markus, I’m okay, I don’t need no money.” 
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And that was it! Larry got ready to move on and leave his bedazzled pastor-friend 

behind. I managed to invite him to the event at my wife’s church but I had to put 

my wallet back in my pocket. I thought it was such a good idea to offer him 

money, but money was not what Larry needed… 

 

2) David’s great idea 
Our story from the 2nd book of Samuel started with King David having a great idea 

– much grander scale than me offering a couple of bucks to my homeless friend. 

David was settled in his elaborate house in Jerusalem – the very city he conquered. 

He was a successful king and has a moment of spiritual clarity. He is in love with 

his God, he is thinking about his living relationship with his God and he realizes: 

Wait a minute! Here I am, the second king of God’s holy nation, much more 

powerful and popular than the first king; I live in a beautiful city, in a beautiful 

house, but where does my God live? He still lives in a tent. 

 

See, back then the presence of God was mainly identified with the location of the 

Ark of the Covenant. From the time that Israel wandered through the desert over 

400 hundred years prior to David the ark was kept in the tent of meeting (except 

for the time when it was abducted by the Philistines).  

David now compares his own luxurious house with the simple tent in which 

the Lord houses and he feels convicted. So he comes up with this great idea: Let’s 

build an elaborate temple for our God. It’s not an unusual, let alone original, idea - 

that’s what kings did back then: they built temples for their deities, so why not 

David too? After all that’s what the people who crowned him wanted: a king like 

all the other nations (1 Samuel 8:20), a king who does the typical things that kings 

do: building temples for their gods. It was a great idea. Even the king’s prophet, 

the prophet Nathan, thought so: 

 

Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” – V.3 

 

But then God comes into the picture and God did not think so! It almost sounded 

like God was giving David a hard time for coming up with his ‘great’ idea.  

 
… did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders[a] of Israel, whom I commanded to 

shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” – V.7b 

  

God does not seem to care about a temple. Makes you wonder if David was a bit 

out of whack in his relationship with God. It appears he completely misunderstood 

what a great idea was in God’s eyes.  
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3) Our great ideas 
What about you? Have you ever been thinking if you’re out of whack in your 

spiritual life? Have you had a great idea about something that you thought God or 

the church need and it turned out that all you got was a cold shoulder? 

 

There was a shut in in a church I served several years ago. He was passionate about 

us getting an elevator for our church that wasn’t handicap accessible. One time he 

handed me a check for $1,000 to start an elevator fund. After prayerful 

consideration and with much love and thankfulness, I had to turn him down. I had 

to explain to him that at this time our church did not need an elevator fund. 

 

Pretty awkward situation to turn someone down for a donation, huh?! 

 

Have you been turned down when you thought you had a great idea? How did you 

handle it? 

 

4) God’s great ideas 
I think we see in our Bible story from today a similar movement. God is turning 

David down but at the same time he does much more: 

 

I’m not sure if you caught it in the reading. Take a look at it: David wants to build 

his God a house, but instead God tells David that he will build a house for David! 

 
Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. – V. 11b 

 

That is the house that God is really interested in, the house, the dynasty that God is 

going to build through David. Because it is a dynasty that will lead into the coming 

of a new king, the king Messiah, the king Christ who will be king for all people 

and for all peoples. 

  

Yes, I am reading this Old Testament text with my Christian eyes - but how else 

would you understand the last verse of our reading from a Christian perspective: 

 
He [Solomon] shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 

forever.  – V. 13 
 

There is an immense power in this text when you read it from a Christian 

perspective! Christians are not concerned about the physical whereabouts of God. 

We don’t see God as confined to an ark or a temple because we are just influenced 

by the way Jesus presented God to us who is a God that is in us, through the Holy 

Spirit. Yes, we build beautiful cathedrals in honor of our God but not in the sense 

that we think that God lives there. God lives in us, and we meet at places - some 

grand some not so grand - in which we worship this God who lives in us. 
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I believe it is not an injustice to the Old Testament text to say that God already cast 

this idea back then. I’m fully aware that God acknowledged the building of the 

temple later on and blessed it in the same way as Jesus honored the tradition and 

the presence of the temple. But Jesus also pointed beyond that chapter of God and 

his people and told us that we are the temples for God: You and I, our bodies, our 

lives.  

 

5) Your great take-away 
And so I ask you: what do you take away from today’s OT Bible lesson? 

 

Is it that sometimes we have great ideas but it turns out when we actually bring 

them before God we might be confronted with a ‘no’? It’s not a terrible experience 

to hear God say ‘no’. It doesn’t mean that God is disappointed in you or that you 

failed – hearing ‘no’ to an idea is just part of life. How often did we hear ‘no’ from 

our parents as kids to ideas that we thought were great: 

 

Mommy look, I can actually balance the fish tank over my head while standing on 

one leg.  

 

A great idea, but a responsible parent will say no! 

God also says no to some of our great ideas. 

 

Or maybe you learned the opposite today: that David was on to something when he 

had the idea of building a temple for God. Maybe you learned that it will always 

lead to good things when you think about the role of God in your life and what you 

can do for God. 

 

Please think about the role of God in your life. Who is God to you? What do you 

feel you need to do for God? Is God just an idea or is God actually real to you? 

Don’t give up on thinking hard and coming up with great ideas regarding your 

relationship with God – even, even if in the end you hear God say no – not yet! 

 

God is great in working with people who care and love him and I would really love 

for you to experience this. 

 

Amen.  

 

 


