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Sermon 08-10f-2019 

Jesus the Divider – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 12:49-56 

 
49 “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism with 

which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come 

to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on five in one household will 

be divided, three against two and two against three; 53 they will be divided: 

father against son 

    and son against father, 

mother against daughter 

    and daughter against mother, 

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

    and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 

1) 

We sat around a campfire late at night toward the end of a school leaving party. 

We were all older teenagers. It was a pretty wild party but for some reason we 

started talking religion and faith. It was a very special moment when one of my 

classmates, Wolfgang, said that he would like to be a follower of Jesus.  

I believe he grew up in a Lutheran family but he didn’t really practice his 

faith – until that night when he found a personal relationship with Christ. 

 

Wolfgang was a curious guy. He loved to listen to heavy metal music. He typically 

wore a dark leather jacket and would often come to school on a motorbike. 

Becoming a Christian didn’t make him change his outer appearance and he would, 

of course, still ride his motorbike – but other things changed… 

 

Being a follower of Jesus changes things. It just does. One of Wolfgang’s friends 

also listened to heavy metal music. When he became a Christian he decided that he 

couldn’t listen to the dark lyrics that his brand of heavy metal contained anymore. 

He decided to make a radical cut. He collected all of his albums and burned them 

in a fire pit! It was a drastic decision seeing thousands of dollars’ worth of music 

going up in flames – but he felt this was the only authentic choice for him. He 

couldn’t deal with the satanic lyrics of his favorite bands anymore. From now on 

he would listen to Christian heavy metal music… 

 

How do you think his peers reacted to this rather significant life change? How 

would it shape the friendships in the secular heavy metal scene that he had? I don’t 

know – I can only imagine that it significantly influenced those relationships. 

 

The words of Jesus from today’s Bible reading come to mind: 
“Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!”  

 

These are some of Jesus’ most disturbing words. You don’t hear that often - that 

faith in Jesus would cause division and disunity. But it acknowledges that turning 

to Jesus can be off-putting to others. It can turn relationships upside down.  
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Have you ever experienced that? Have you found that your relationship with Jesus 

has created a rift between others and you? You may not have turned away from the 

secular heavy metal scene; for you it may’ve been other things: 

Some people tell me that when they became Christians or had a revival of 

their faith that one of the big life changes was their withdrawal from gossip with 

coworkers. If this is what you used to do on a regular basis together with other 

people from your work place and all of the sudden you don’t do that anymore… 

well, don’t you think that changes your relationship with those co-workers? It may 

even bring separation, division, from those very co-workers of yours. 

 

2) 

Friends, I have to tell you how awkward it is for me to talk about this subject with 

you. I normally see Christ as a uniter and peace bringer – not a divider. I have to 

admit that the words we hear from Jesus today are challenging for me to the core. I 

have no doubt they are challenging to you also.  

 

Didn’t heaven declare peace on earth when Jesus was born and doesn’t even the 

Old Testament (OT) say that God loves it when people live together in unity?  

Then why does the coming of Jesus create dis-unity? 

 

Suspiciously whispering: Is there a mistake in the Bible maybe?!  

Or is this statement from Jesus just a huge exception that shouldn’t be taken 

too seriously? 

 

Neither of the two! This passage here in Luke is firmly rooted in OT prophecy, 

going back to the prophet Micah who prophesied about future division (Micah 

7:5f).1  

 

It also, and more disturbingly, goes along with something similar Jesus said at a 

different time: 

 
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but 

a sword.”- Matthew 10:34 

 

This statement is even sharper than the one we heard earlier… 

 

And then there is John the Baptist who prepared the way for Jesus and said that 

while he baptized people ordinarily with water, the messiah Jesus would baptize 

with fire – that’s not a very soothing harmony-creating image, is it? 

 

So what do we do with that? What do you do with that; with that kind of Jesus; a 

Jesus who is a divider, rather than a unifier?  

                                                           
1 Put no trust in a friend, have no confidence in a loved one; guard the doors of your mouth    from her who lies in your embrace;  for 
the son treats the father with contempt, the daughter rises up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law; your enemies are members of your own household. 
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3) 

I’m not going to say anything today that will make the words of Jesus on division 

less challenging – Jesus had a reason for being so blunt and I’m not going to 

sweet-talk it. 

 

Jesus, throughout his ministry, asks people to make a decision; a decision and a 

commitment to who he is and what he stands for. Making a decision and 

commitment always brings division! If you take a stand for something or someone 

you will find that others will not - and there you have your division!  

“Decision and division go hand in hand,” I read somewhere. Decision may 

indeed make you lose SOME friends before you find new ones. 

 

But does it HAVE TO?  

 

I don’t think so! The fact that people like my friend Wolfgang quit secular and 

satanic heavy metal does not force him to quit his friends! It’s up to the friends to 

decide whether they can bear the ‘Wolfgang’ who is different now. 

 

You don’t have to reject your coworkers who like to gossip and they don’t have to 

reject you because you won’t join them for gossiping anymore – it depends on how 

solid your relationships are. The very same is true for family members… 

 

In our Bible text Jesus says that deciding upon him has the power to divide even 

families – the most close-knit unit of social togetherness of his day. Yes, taking a 

stand for Jesus has the power to divide – but it does not have to.  

Some people are capable of navigating through that. Jesus himself was such 

a person in that he maintained friendships with enemies for the purpose of drawing 

them to him. 

And think about it: Can you really draw anyone close to you if you quit on them! 

 

Of course, it’s complicated: You can’t love things that are directly opposed: 

Wolfgang couldn’t love both satanic heavy metal AND Christian heavy metal 

because they are opposing. There are some things that are exclusive of each other. 

Jesus elsewhere said that we can’t love both God and the Mammon – no, there are 

areas where decision brings division – no question about it. 

 

But let’s not think that deciding for Jesus FORCES us to quit on others. If others 

quit on you because of your faith, well, there’s not much you can do about it… or 

maybe you can!!! Sometimes we need to ask Jesus for some extra guidance in how 

we best behave towards friends who don’t share the same faith we do. 

  

Please don’t make it easy on yourself – because Jesus didn’t make it easy on 

himself. I will show how he didn’t make it easy on himself… 
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4) 

He opened up this whole challenging part by saying: 

 
I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism 

with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 

 

What was that baptism that he came to be baptized in? It was his death! He went 

through the fire of Good Friday but he did it willfully longing for it to happen 

because he knew that power was coming from it.  

Upon completion - the resurrection - Jesus would unleash a power in this 

world that has the capability to unite what many think is un-uniteable!  

 

Do we get this? Jesus – along with John the Baptist - became the very first 

casualties of the division they brought. They could not convince all the people in 

power and on the streets. And so Jesus gave himself up for them… and for us. 

 

Friends, I’m a big believer in the uniting power that is found in Christ. I think you 

know that of me. God has a thing not to give up so quickly on someone – he’s not 

interested in losing anyone, and neither should you! 

 

If you find that your commitment to Christ stands in the way of a relationship - you 

may see this as an opportunity, rather than something to surrender to. Don’t be 

afraid to take a stand for Christ – the division that may result from it - sharp as it 

may be - does not have to be the end of the story. Don’t make it the end of the 

story. Don’t quit friendships. Let Christ the healer and peace bringer do his good 

work with your commitment to him. 

  

THAT is the Christ we follow. Thanks be to God. Amen.  


