
Sermon 07-25f-2020 

“Now thank [we] all our God” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Sirach 50:22-24 
 

22 And now bless the God of all, 

    who everywhere works great wonders, 

who fosters our growth from birth, 

    and deals with us according to his mercy. 
23 May he give us gladness of heart, 

    and may there be peace in our days 

    in Israel, as in the days of old. 
24 May he entrust to us his mercy, 

    and may he deliver us in our days! 

 

1) 

Thank you Jamie and Raylin for reading this passage from scripture for us. Not only did they do a great job reading this passage, 

they also did a great job finding this passage because most Bibles don’t have it! The book of Sirach is one of the 

deuterocanonical books (= apocrypha) in the Bible and most Bible publishers don’t include them.  

 

Apocrypha = biblical books that are not accepted as “authoritative” in most protestant traditions 

 

Check your own Bible and see if they’re in (…).  

 

Some even find it controversial to include the apocrypha in the Bible altogether.  

 

I remember a day in middle school. Somehow we started talking about the Bible and the apocrypha (A.) – you know, one 

of those typical things 14 year olds talk about during recess! One of my good friends made a statement:  

“The apocrypha, uhhh! Those are awful, they should be banned. I just read them, they’re super brutal.” 

 

Now, first of all: kudos to my middle school friend for reading the apocrypha. In case you’re wondering: No, not every 

adolescent in Germany typically reads the A. for fun.  

And yes, he was absolutely right: Some stories in the A. are very brutal – but so are some of the canonical books of the 

OT of course. 

 

It’s actually a very old debate whether to include the A. in the Bible or not. Martin Luther the reformer already dealt with 

the question as to how to treat the deuterocanonical books. He famously concluded that they are  

 

The Apocrypha - “not equal to scripture but good and useful to read.”  

– M. Luther, 16th century. 

 

Our church fathers John and Charles Wesley used them pretty regularly in their preaching as well. 

 

2)  

So the reason we have a reading from the apocrypha for today is that this particular passage from the book of Sirach is the 

basis for the beautiful hymn PJ talked about: 

“Now thank we all our God” is based on Sirach 50:22 

 

 

Growing up this song was one of the most sung hymns in German church services. Kind of the German version of 

Amazing Grace in terms of popularity.  

I still cherish the memory when our sanctuary choir sang it in its original German setting a couple of years ago.  

“Now thank we all our God” is the English translation of the German “Nun danket alle Gott.” I compared the two versions 

this week and I have to say that the English version is a very good and meaningful rendering of the German original 

version. 

 

 



But here is one thing that I found interesting: 

In English we sing: “Now thank we all our God.” In German we sing “Now thank all God.” 

So we have an imperative voice in German, a command to thank God - while the English has an indicative voice, a 

statement.  

Now thank all God = imperative vs. Now thank we all our God = indicative 

 

I don’t want to be compulsive about this but I find it so interesting because I feel our whole faith story plays out in the 

realm between imperative and indicative.  

 

We frequently are asked – commanded even – to do things in the Bible: “love our neighbor, love God, praise God.” And 

we also find language that avoids an imperative command voice and rather speaks through stories or encouragement. We 

need both! (vgl kids: Owen you have to clean up this mess you made. Owen, look how nicely your brother just cleaned up 

his room. Do you think you can do it just as nice?) 

 

If we take a look at the actual Bible verse in Sirach we find that it also uses an imperative voice:  

 

“And now bless the God of all”- Sirach 50:22 

 

It’s a command – it’s not put in super assertive command – it doesn’t say: “And now you all must bless the God of all, 

else” – no, it’s just a simple imperative order: “Bless/praise/ thank God.” 

 

One thing that’s super meaningful to me to that Sirach also gives us reasons as to why we should praise God.  

We should thank God because he’s a God… 

“…who everywhere works great wonders,” 

“…who fosters our growth from birth,” 

“…and deals with us according to his mercy.” 

3) 

Is this how you have experienced God in your life?  

Have you experienced God to be a great wonder worker in your life? Did and does he foster you from birth? Did and does 

he deal mercifully with you? 

 

Think about your life and your experience of God. How did and do you experience God when things aren’t going well for 

you? 

---- 

 

In the beginning I told you about my good middle school friend, the one who read the apocrypha and concluded that they 

are awful and brutal. 

I want to tell you a bit more about him. He got married very soon after graduating from high school. He started a family 

much sooner than most of the rest of us who graduated with him. He enjoyed building a family. Their last child was born 

with severe physical disabilities – one of those situations where the survival of the baby was at stake. 

My friend experienced life from the very rough side, brutal like some of those passages that he read in the apocrypha.  

And yet, that didn’t keep him from being instructed to be a person that joins in with others to sing and mean “now thank 

we all our God.” 

He has become the senior elder in his large home church. He is putting many, many hours into giving leadership to his 

local church while working a full time job. 

I want to say: In his life the indicative and the imperative of thanking God met reality. He met the God who deserves to be 

blessed even when things are brutal. He experiences how giving thanks is part of the fostering process of God. 

 

--- 

 

Your life story too may entail brutal aspects. Find the fostering God in all of your lives episodes and find how being 

instructed and invited to thank him shapes the way you live.  

I don’t think this makes our lives more complicated but brings healing, hope and support into our lives. 

 

Friends, I wish you from the bottom of my heart to find ever new meaning in thanking now your God who still works 

wonders, still fosters and still shows his mercy to you every day. Amen. 


