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Sermon 07-20f-2019 

“Noisy Church” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Psalm 100 

 

A Psalm of thanksgiving. 

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

2     Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come into his presence with singing. 

3 Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he that made us, and we are his;[a] 

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise. 

    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

5 For the Lord is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

[a]Another reading is and not we ourselves 

 

1)  

I’d like to ask you a question of which I hope to actually hear some answers from 

you: What are situations in your life when you shout? 

Listen for responses… 

 

For me personally I have a hard time thinking of situations when I shout. I’m not a 

big sports fan so that area is out for me. Sometimes I shout when there’s no 

progress in cleaning up the family room in our house due to some boys’ reluctance!  

Even though that is an effective strategy, I would not consider it a positive 

form of shouting. 

 

Psalm 100, one of the greatest Psalms of praise, contains an element of shouting 

that is merely positive: 

 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord” can also be rendered “Shout to the Lord.” Is 

shouting to the Lord part of your spiritual life? 

 

In my ministry I have met several Christians that use the element of shouting in 

their way of worship. A few weeks ago I had the honor of preaching for the 

Congolese Living Water congregation here at our church on a Sunday afternoon. 

They have a very charismatic form of worship and shouting out loud to the Lord is 

definitely a very prevalent practice in their form of worship. 

 

If you want to explore noise as a part of your personal devotion and worship, I 

want to encourage you to do so. But I also want to say that the Psalm we 

heard/read today has even more to offer than the encouragement to shout… 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+100&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15512a
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2) 
Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come into his presence with singing. 

 

I have already asked you a personal question when I asked about times when you 

shout. I have an even more personal question for you now: 

 

Are you glad when you come into the presence of God? 

 

We can come into God’s presence at all times; that is the fascinating thing about 

God. He is a God that invites us to be in his presence (…). The context of Psalm 

100 has a very explicit form of presence with God in mind: that of corporate 

worship. Back than it was a psalm sung by pilgrims journeying toward the 

Jerusalem temple. As Christians we read it as an invitation to approach God in 

worship, particularly a communal church service. 

 

How do you go to church on a Sunday/ Saturday/Wednesday?! I know that’s a 

loaded question I know! How do you come to church for worship? 

 

Again I have to bring up my two boys – they are not always in the mood to go to 

church on Sunday mornings. I know, I know, that must be absolutely unique – I’m 

sure the Wegenast family is the only family at First Church that has kids that 

sometimes don’t want to go to church.  

But jokes aside, this is not an issue unique to kids. Adults too can dread going to 

church – right? [Can I tell you a secret? Sometimes pastors do!} 

 
“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise.” 

 

It’s not always happening! What I do hear often from many of you is that you 

leave church with thanksgiving. I don’t mean that the cynical way: that you are 

glad worship is over because it’s the time longest away from the next service! I 

have heard genuine testimonies from many of you that leaving church is so often 

accompanied by feeling good, better, richer… 

 

I’m encouraged by those testimonies but I don’t want to distract from the fact that 

Psalm 100 has a different expectation of us. The spirituality expressed here states 

that we enter God’s presence [aka worship in church] with gladness? 

 

I know that many of you are mature in your faith and many of you indeed come to 

church with authentic gladness. 

 

For those of us who struggle at times to come to church in gladness and 

thanksgiving I want to point out an instruction of help that Psalm 100 gives us… 
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3) 
Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he that made us, and we are his 

 

“Know!” Worshipping the Lord with gladness has something to do with knowing 

who he is! I don’t know if you care for me telling you this: but the Hebrew word 

used in this verse is an imperative verb form. That means that we are instructed – 

“commanded” if you will – to know God. 

 

So, how can you know God? [Point out Pastor Liz’s sermon on God not fitting in a 

box…] How do you know anyone? How do you get to know someone? 

 

Listen for responses… 

 

Sure, you can read up on someone (i.e. dating bio) or do research (ask someone 

who knows that person). In terms of God I’d say it’s a great spiritual exercise to 

get to know God through his self-revelation in the Bible. But I also think you can 

be more pragmatic about it: We all can get to know God through experience.  

 

Why else would we have a God that wants us to “come into his presence” as our 

Psalm suggested? 

 

Did you know that the Hebrew word for presence is closely related to the word 

“face?” What do you know about the face of God? 

The OT tells us that seeing God’s face means dying on the spot because God 

is holy and humans can’t see God. That truth never got taken back…BUT, God did 

a new thing. In Jesus Christ, God did show us his face. I want to say: in Jesus 

Christ God showed his face to the whole wide world.  

Contrary to popular belief Christianity is not an exclusive religion in which 

we believe that God only showed his face to the Christians. In Jesus, through Israel, 

God showed his face to the world, and the whole wide world is invited to see him. 

 

What do you see when you see God through the face of Jesus? What does that 

mean for people like you and I who live 2000 years removed from factually seeing 

the literal face of Jesus? I tell you what it means. Through Jesus we see that: 

 
…the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

May I invite you today: See God through Jesus? Make a joyful noise as you get to 

know this kind of God. Worship him and do so with gladness; come into his 

presence with singing. Continue to get to know that the Lord is God and that we 

are his people. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give 

thanks to him, bless his name.  

If you agree with this, would you noisily shout out loud: Amen? 


