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Sermon 07-18f-2020 

Alone or Together? – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

John 20:11-18 

 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] into the 

tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 

the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 

to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When 

she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 

and said to him in Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not 

hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 

them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that 

he had said these things to her. 

 

“Footprints in the Sand” is one of the most famous inspirational writings in recent 

Christian history. Many of you are probably familiar with it, those of you who hear 

it for the first time today – I’m excited for you! Let’s hear it: 

 
One night I dreamed a dream. 

As I was walking along the beach with my Lord. 

Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 

For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, 

One belonging to me and one to my Lord. 

After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 

I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

I noticed that at many times along the path of my life, 

especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 

there was only one set of footprints. 

This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. 

"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 

You'd walk with me all the way. 

But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life, 

there was only one set of footprints. 

I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me." 

He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you 

Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 

When you saw only one set of footprints, 

It was then that I carried you." 

 

The nature of our life is that we don’t see Jesus always as clearly as we’d like to – 

but he is always there. 

That’s what Mary Magdalene experienced on the first Easter in the story we 

heard today from the Reiter family.  
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Mary is the first one to discover the tomb is empty and she is the first one who 

actually encounters the risen Lord. But she doesn’t recognize him.  

Like the person who wrote footprints in the sand, Mary Magdalene is in a 

most difficult situation of her life. She thinks that Jesus is gone – taken from the 

tomb, but instead he is right there.  

He reveals himself to her, calling her by name. And all of the sudden, 

everything becomes clear to Mary:  

“These last couple of desperate hours when I thought you were dead and 

taken away from me Jesus: you actually carried me!” 

 

I would like to find out how this encounter between Mary and Jesus informs us in 

our life story. We too have those moments when we feel all alone, all abandoned 

by God. What should we do then? What did Mary do? It seems like all the action 

was on Jesus. 

 

But I would say Mary did something too. She got up early in the morning and went 

to the garden with the tomb. From other gospels (Luke) we know she wanted to put 

spices on the dead body of Jesus – but she had no plan on how to deal with the big 

tomb stone. She just went, she did something, she didn’t just sit at home lamenting. 

 

I’m not sure if I like this lesson, but it stands out to me clearly. Does it strike you 

too? Do you ever feel God wants you to do something? Do you feel God talks 

with you and walks with you through this story and wants you to walk and do 

something like Mary did?  

 

The comforting part is that Mary didn’t have to do it all by herself. She just had to 

get up and go, Jesus did the rest.  

 

I once listened to the advice of a retiring pastor at Annual Conference. He was 

asked: what is the most important ministry lesson you want to pass on to your 

younger colleagues? And he answered: “Show up!” go where people are that may 

need you. 

 

I am more of an introvert person so just showing up unannounced is hard for me –

the advice from that seasoned pastor challenged me. But I believe that God works 

with introverts just as much as with extroverts.  

 

How about you? Do you hear God calling you to get up…, to do something…, to 

show up? What would be the best way for you to do that? How and when could 

you just go and leave the rest up to God?! 

 

--------- 
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The encounter between Mary and Jesus continues and Jesus stresses that he wants 

Mary to even continue to “go.” But go where? 

Here is the famous line where Jesus says to Mary:  

 

“Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.” 

– John 20:17a 

 

Many wild theories have been made about this somewhat cryptic statement of 

Jesus. How about we take an answer from the hymn PJ explained to us earlier? The 

hymn “In the Garden” is based on the story of Mary and Jesus on Easter. 

 

In the third stance of the song it says: 

 

I’d stay in the garden with Him,… 

But He bids me go… 

 

Maybe Mary just wanted to hold on to Jesus to spend a little bit more time with 

him. She was so happy he was there. If you have experienced “together,” how can 

you want to be alone again?  

 

But Jesus has a different idea for Mary – she can’t stick with him, she has a life to 

live and a task to do (vgl. Transfiguration). And so he tells her: 

 

“… go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’” – John 20:17b 

 

Jesus understands how we long to be with him and with him alone – but he sends 

us to be with others and that is where he is also! 

 

And that’s what Mary did. She went to the others and told them about Jesus’ 

resurrection – it was super important that she did that.  

 

Can you identify with Mary? Do you have times in your life when you are just 

interested in personal devotion to Jesus? There is of course nothing wrong with 

that – but in the end Jesus will always have us “go.”  

Jesus bids us “go,” too 

– go and show up, go so we can be together with others and experience him in 

togetherness with others. 

 

Jesus made himself known to Mary by calling her by her name. She called Jesus by 

his title “Rabbouni” which means teacher. Yes, Jesus is a teacher, but the mark of a 

disciple is not merely to be a student and to be taught. Jesus didn’t say “go into the 

world and make classrooms and study” Jesus sent us to “make disciples.” We can’t 

do this without showing up and walking alongside others.  
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I’d like to give two examples form within our church before we “go:” 

 

1) Three years ago our church council did some studying. We discerned how to 

share a portion of our capital campaign with the community. We studied 

diverse causes but the studying then lead to going, showing up and doing 

something: We built the house with Habitat for Humanity. 

 

2) Last week we had a speaker who talked to us about issues of racism. That 

doesn’t mean we are done now just because we had an educational event. 

Now we can put into action what we learned. Some of you have done so by 

becoming involved with our Congolese congregation, some of you have 

embraced other community programs, some of you have intentionally 

participated in our Tithe in July campaign in which we share a tithe with the 

boys and girls club for one of their programs on racial reconciliation. 

 

I think those are two great examples for how learning leads to going and doing! 

---------- 

Mary was the first Easter person. She did something, she took the initiative and 

went to the garden without any plan, just trusting God. She enjoyed the 

togetherness with Jesus but found out that he had a task for her.  

 

We too are Easter people and Jesus sends us into the world. 

 

In that world there are people who feel they walk all alone. When they meet you as 

you show up, they will realize that it is like Jesus carrying them.  

 

May you go and be such a person. Amen. 
 


