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Sermon 07-17/18-2021 

“On being a fool…” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Psalm 14 
 

1 Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” 

    They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; 

    there is no one who does good. 
2 The LORD looks down from heaven on humankind 

    to see if there are any who are wise, 

    who seek after God. 
3 They have all gone astray, they are all alike perverse; 

    there is no one who does good, 

    no, not one. 
4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers 

    who eat up my people as they eat bread, 

    and do not call upon the LORD? 
5 There they shall be in great terror, 

    for God is with the company of the righteous. 
6 You would confound the plans of the poor, 

    but the LORD is their refuge. 
7 O that deliverance for Israel would come from Zion! 

    When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, 

    Jacob will rejoice; Israel will be glad. 

 

It’s fools that say in their heart: there is no God. 

Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”- Psalm 14:1 
 

This is the opening sentence of our Psalm from the OT for today. 

A statement like this opens doors that can go in many directions, some of those 

directions are unfortunate. Today I want to take an honest look with you at this 

Psalm and in particular at this statement: Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” 

 

There is no doubt: some people take this Psalm opening and are real aggressive 

with it. They use it to take on atheists and agnostics, saying: “If you’re an atheist, if 

you don’t believe there’s a god, you’re a fool.”  

 

I have to discourage us from understanding and using Psalm 14 that way and I tell 

you why: 

Think about it historically; think about the time this Psalm was composed. It 

says it’s a Psalm of David, that means we’re talking about the year 1000-ish BC. 

Here is the thing, in the year 1000, there were no atheists!! 

 

There were no atheists in the year 1,000BC! 

 

Considering all that we know about the year 1000 BC in the Mediterranean region: 

everyone believed in one or many gods! So what is Psalm 14 about then? 
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Friends, I want you to know that I have the highest respect of the Bible. I do believe that 

the words of the Bible are not random but are words of truth, words of power, God’s 

Word in which we meet the living God. So I do not want to take this statement lightly. If 

God’s word says: Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” I must take it seriously, I want 

to honor scripture and explore with you what God wants us to understand. 

 

Is God’s word telling us to be mean to unbelievers and critics - calling them 

names? No, probably not. But then what is it about? It is about truth, and truth, as 

you know, can sometimes be pretty frank and may even hurt. (…)  

Psalm 14 is about truth, truth can be sharp…and even hurt. 

 

So again, there were no atheists in David’s time. But there were people who lived 

with a “there is no God”- attitude. Some bible translations therefor render these 

words, saying: 

“Fools say: ‘God is not here.’” – Psalm 14:1 

It’s almost like a form of practical atheism – it’s not about belief itself it’s about 

how you act. We realize we can have deep faith, we can believe in a creed, say it, 

mean it, but still act as if there was no God. If I’m honest with you - and I should 

be, I told you I’d be – I have to admit that sometimes I qualify to be such a fool. I 

have strong faith. I believe that the revelation of God as it comes to us through the 

history of God’s people is true – but sometimes I don’t act like it. 

 

We all realize that this is not what faith is supposed to be. Jesus said a thousand 

years after Psalm 14 was composed that people who have true faith are doers of the 

words he spoke and not just in agreement with them. According to Psalm 14 – 

should I say: according to God’s word – I can make the following statement: 

Believing in God but not heeding what God says is foolish; and yes, sometimes I 

am that fool. 

 

If I act as if there was no living and active God, everything falls apart. If I believe 

in a god but act as if God was not here I could say: “Well, I can get away with 

certain things as long as I don’t get caught.” But if I believe that God is here I 

know I cannot escape God’s care.  

If you’re a criminal you can escape the law, you can be clever and hide your 

crimes; but if you believe, if you really believe that God is real & here, you cannot 

live your life that way. You know that there is justice that is above the imperfect 

human justice systems.  

 

Psalm 14 does not say that people who don’t believe in God’s intervention are 

stupid. No, they can be super smart – the foolishness comes from assuming that 

you can live a meaningful life without paying attention to God and making God 

your priority. 
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It’s foolish to assume that life can be meaningful if you live a “God is not 

here” attitude. 

Friends, I fully understand that what I just said is offensive. I just made a really 

harsh statement about anyone who lives without a living relationship with our God 

– I’m not trying to be mean or ignorant. On the contrary. I hope you believe me 

when I say that I try to have utmost respect for every living person in this world no 

matter what their belief system or lack thereof is.  

But I also want to be faithful to the faith that I have in God’s Word which I 

understand to be a word of love and concern for everyone in this world. 

 

I understand the harsh words of today’s psalm as originating from God’s heart of 

love and care for all creation. God does not want us live with the attitude that there 

is no God because nothing good comes from it. I believe we all know that there are 

atheists, agnostics and un-churched people that do super good things in this world 

– there is absolutely no question about it. 

 

So how do we heed the words from this Psalm that warn us of the foolishness to 

believe that our actions – both good and bad – are conducted in a vacuum, with no 

divine accountability and guidance?  

 

There is the Methodist belief in prevenient grace. PG says that every person is a 

child of God and can do good deeds because we are all made in the image of God.  

 

Prevenient Grace: 

The grace that draws us to God and helps us to do good deeds BEFORE we 

belief. 

 

I have to tell you, I really don’t care for the belief that is found in some Christian 

circles that says: if you don’t belief in God you can only act wickedly. No, that is 

not what I see. I see that even the strongest atheists can do good works and good 

works always have their origin in God – God is the only source of goodness in this 

world. That is my belief and it is grounded in scripture.  

 

I believe we are getting closer to figuring out what God wants us to understand. 

  

By now we realize that Psalm 14 goes into many directions. Let’s stop wondering 

about the foolishness of atheism and agnosticism, let’s start wondering about how 

we fit in. How do you fit into Psalm 14’s statement? 

 

Let’s be honest: haven’t you been the person Psalm 14 is talking about? Haven’t 

you been the person who doesn’t believe in divine presence and consequences?  

 

Let’s be honest for moment:  
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Let’s be honest for a moment: 

How often have you doubted that God actually intervenes? 

 

How often have you been doubtful that God actually intervenes in your life and 

actions?  

How often have you thought: Ah, I’ll get away with it – God won’t do anything?  

How often have you been confronted with a crushing health diagnosis and you 

worry about getting the best doctor rather than trusting that you already have the 

best physician in God? 

 

I hope you don’t feel that me asking these questions is mean. I hope you find 

encouragement that your faith is actually making a difference. 

 

I have to tell you, I’m not sure how concerned I really am about atheism – it 

bothers me that it becomes increasingly aggressive in the Western World. But how 

do they say? 

- The first gulp from the glass of natural sciences will make you an atheist, 

but, at the bottom of the glass, God is waiting for you. 

 

- If atheists are right and there really is no God, they will never find out that 

they are right because they will die into oblivion. If you do believe in God 

and it turns out there is no God you will never find out that you were wrong! 

 

These are witty ways to engage with the notion that there is no God. But I believe 

we have found out that Psalm 14 is asking us to do something different.  

 

The best action we as people of faith can take from Psalm 14 is to recommit our 

lives to Jesus Christ.  

The best action we can take: 

- Recommit our lives to Christ 

- Trust that he is indeed Immanuel – God with us. 

 

God loves every single one of his children so much – he does not want anyone to 

live as though God is not here. After all, God’s name is Immanuel, God with us – 

always with us, even in doubts – God is here. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


