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Sermon 07-14/15-2018 

Inner Beauty vs. Outer Bias - Rev. Markus Wegenast  

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
 

Intro to today’s scripture: 

- Last weekend we heard about the leaders of Israel coming to their leader Samuel with a demand: 

“We want a king like all the other nations around us.” 

- We wondered how God felt about being rejected (he was Israel’s king but they wanted a human 

king); we talked about rejection and idolatry. 

- Astonishingly: God granted their wish and selected a king for them. We skip that story entirely 

and instead today we will hear the story of God selecting a second king for Israel, because the first 

king, King Saul, just didn’t work out.  

- Let’s hear what that was like… 
 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Samuel did 

not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was 

sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

16 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I 

go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 

have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you 

shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD 

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and 

said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 

sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 

invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before 

the LORD.”[a] 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height 

of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look 

on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, 

and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then 

Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse 

made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen 

any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains 

yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; 

for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 

and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 

one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 

and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set 

out and went to Ramah. 

 

1) Appearances and Biases 
God has to select a new king for Israel. It is no exaggeration to say that he will 

become one of the most famous kings of world history. And at the center of the 

selection process stands a lesson on the inner beauty and outward bias… 

 

Let me tell you a story1 that will help us relate: 

                                                           
1 Homileticsonline, Image Isn’t Everything, June 17, 2012. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7602a
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There are special lines of therapeutic makeup products, designed for those with disfiguring skin 

conditions. One young woman was brought into a department store where such products were 

sold. The woman's face was covered, from one side to the other, by a huge birthmark. The 

doctors had tried every medical means to remove it, but to no avail. So self-conscious was this 

woman about her appearance that she hung her head in shame, refusing even to look the 

cosmetologist in the eye. 

 

The makeup specialist went to work, and a crowd gathered to watch the magic. When it was all 

over, the cosmetologist had to reach under the woman's chin and gently lift up her head, to get 

her to look in the mirror. 

 

"Why, I'm beautiful!” she exclaimed, possibly for the first time in her life. So skillfully had the 

birthmark been covered over, there was no hint of its presence. 

 

But then, the young woman did something that appeared very strange. She began immediately to 

wash all the makeup off her face. The cosmetologists were flabbergasted "Don't you want to stay 

beautiful?" they asked. 

 

"Not now," she said. "I'm going to be married soon, and my fiancé loves me just the way I am. 

The first time I want him to see me beautiful is when I walk down the aisle." 

 

Can you see why I told you this story in light of today’s passage from the Bible?  
 

What a glorious thing it is to find someone who judges us not by outward appearance, but by 

looking upon our heart! 

 

It’s quite biblical, it’s a divine approach to life, love and relationships. But it’s a 

hard thing to do. You and I we live in a world in which we are just prone to judge 

by outward appearance. It’s the world in which we live.  

 

But it’s also the world that God created and he shows us a different way to live in 

it. Can you believe it: We are using a story today, over 3000 years old, to teach us 

a lesson in how to live in this world? Are you up for that? Really? 

 

God cast a new standard when it came to making David the new king of Israel. The 

first king, Saul, was very tall. David was shorter, he was also shorter than his 

brothers. Yes, the Bible states that he was handsome, but before that God states a 

new standard: 

 
…the LORD said to Samuel, “Do NOT look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 

because I have rejected him [referring to Eliab]; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they 

look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 

 

Can you see this divine statement as a sharp prophetic truth for your life?  

- When are you tempted to be more concerned about your outer appearance 

than your inner beauty? 

- When do you judge others by the way they appear instead of getting to know 

them? 
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The other day I saw two young men walking down the street where I live. I know 

my neighborhood and I saw immediately that these two fellows were not from 

around. They were waring tank tops and very, very wide pants. Throw in the 

element of a different race and the conviction was perfect: I did judge by outward 

appearance. It’s not that I condemned them, but my focus on their outward 

appearance kept me from getting to know them/their hearts. 

 

Is that something you experience? Have you pre-judged people by their outward 

appearance, whether it’s cloths, race, language, status, or whatever you may come 

up with in terms of outward appearances? Has it kept you from going for the heart 

of people?  

 

You can go for the old test of going in a store wearing a suit jacket vs. wearing 

shorts to notice the difference in treatment you receive.  

Or you can go for a much more profound test. You can question yourself about 

how you build biases toward the people around you and ask yourself:   

 

- Do I judge people by wondering whether they are conservative or liberal? 

- Do I judge my neighbor by the signs she is putting up in her front yard that 

clearly identify her as democrat or republican? 

- Do I judge people by the bumper stickers they put on their vehicles? 

- Do I judge people by the church [or lack thereof] they are going to? 

 

Oh, the list of examples can just go on. The question is: What can you and I do to 

stop judging people according to our biases? What can we do to look at people’s 

heart? See what their fears, dreams and hopes are regardless of the regalia they are 

wearing or professing. What can we do? [Examples of boy not allowed to play with 

Republican neighbor boy; girl not allowed to associate with inner Milwaukee “class” people] 

 

I think of Jesus and think of his welcoming presence in this world. He didn’t 

sacrifice truth or what he was about – he lived truth, was truth, embodied truth in 

going for the heart of people. You can’t get to know people if you’re stuck on an 

outward bias. Everything that keeps you from searching peoples’ hearts is such an 

outward bias. 

 

How can you go for the heart of your neighbor instead of being distracted by 

outward biases? 

 

I believe that you can come up with an answer to this question, I really do. It 

doesn’t matter how conservative, how liberal, how traditional, how out-there you 

are. You can overcome biases and go for the heart of people. You can. You really 

can. Believe it and invite God to be your guide. 

Will you? 

And if not, please ponder what exactly it is that keeps you? 
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[2) God’s transcending presence in our bias 

But let’s take one more look at today’s story from the first book of Samuel, maybe 

it is the elephant in the room: 

And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

 

Can that really be biblical – can God regret a decision? Yes it can, and it’s not the 

first time that it states in the Bible that God is sorry and regrets something (E.g. 

Genesis 6:6). Yes, it makes us doubt God’s almightiness but it shouldn’t. Here is 

what an OT scholar wrote: 
“This is the language of human analogy…, God is in reality no fallible human being who makes 

mistakes and is obliged to change his mind….”2 

 

In his almightiness God could have ended the whole enterprise of Israel going for a 

monarchy. He could have told them: “See, told cha so! Rejecting my kingship and 

desiring to be like all the other nations won’t do ya any good.”  

No, that’s not what God is like, instead he chooses a new king and gives this new 

king who is not about appearance but about heart, a new chance to be that king for 

his people that they need. More importantly, in David God will give a king from 

whose line will come forth the true king, Jesus, the Christ.  

 

I think we can count on God having the same attitude when it comes to us. Have 

you come to crossroads of your life where you thought: Why would a God still 

care for me, let alone love me or be willing to guide me? It’s because God is not 

like us, he does not easily give up on us. Yes, in human language, God may be 

sorry at times and regret things he has done for you but that does not eliminate his 

never ending care and giving of second chances. Will you accept the gift of the 

Holy Spirit God desires to give to you just as he gave it to David?  

 

Don’t ever think that you are not qualified to accept God’s caring love for you. If 

God could see the potential of an ordinary youngest son who knew nothing but 

being a sheep-herd, he can see the potential that is in your heart.] 

 

Yes, we can always work on making ourselves appear a bit better than we are - like 

that fiancée from our opening story. But our true beauty lies within and God sees 

it. He invites us to see such beauty in the people around us and to treat each other 

that way. 

 

Are you up for it? Prove it to God, and prove it to your neighbors, especially those 

you hold deep biases and judgments against. Amen. 

 

                                                           
2 David Payne, 1&2 Samuel, The Daily Study Bible Series, p.80. 


