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1 Samuel 3:1-5, 8-10, 19-20 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and 

he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 

did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I 

am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli 

said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant 

is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
19 As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And 

all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

 

 

Our scripture today is centered around a possible preteen or teenage boy, Samuel.  Samuel was 

given up at birth by his mother to go live in the temple with the high priests.  His whole life had 

been revolved around God, even before his birth. 

 

Samuel’s mother, Hannah, had problems getting pregnant.  She had to plea with God. She had to 

make a vow with God.  You see, there was friction between Hannah and Pe-nin-nah, the two 

wives of El-ka-nah.  El-ka-nah treasured Hannah more, and so Pen-nin-nah would taunt Hannah 

because she was barren. 

 

When Hannah could take it no more, our Bible tells us, “She was deeply distressed and prayed to 

the Lord, and wept bitterly.” (1 Samuel 1:10)  When she prayed, she asked for a son.  Sons were 

especially valued in ancient societies.  They had worth.  She promised that if this child were 

born, she would dedicate him to the temple, as a servant to God, for the rest of his days. 

 

God provided. 

 

Samuel was dedicated to the temple, to work with the high priests, and that is where we find 

Samuel in our passage today. 

 

The second sentence of our passage, which is underlined, reads, “The word of the Lord was rare 

in those days; visions were not widespread.”  This is crucial to our story, especially since we 



know after reading it, that the Lord spoke to Samuel. But, why was the word of the Lord rare?  

Why were visions not widespread? 

 

Backing up one book in the Bible, we are given the book of Judges.  We can only imagine what 

kind of book this was.  It was about the Israelites being judged by God.  Historically and 

morally, the people of Israel had continually blown it.  They had turned away from God 

countless times.  They had worshiped other gods.  They had blamed God for their issues, and not 

praised God for their joys.  They were not deserving of God’s love. 

 

God’s word was rare, and visions were not widespread. 

 

Let us get a little educational here and look at some literary suggestions.  There are two different 

themes in here: Sight and insight, vision and wisdom.  Both have ironic endings. 

 

Eli is an old high priest, whose eyesight is almost gone, known for wisdom because of his many 

years, while Samuel is a young ever-learning young man. 

 

No matter how good each of these male’s eyes are, there is the problem of literal night, and the 

reminder that God’s visions are frankly not happening. 

 

There’s another insight part that we need to think of.  The ark of the covenant, The place where 

God was thought to be in.  The ark of the covenant, because of God’s presence, was thought to 

have its own illumination of wisdom and the light of God. 

 

Wouldn’t we think that because Samuel slept next to the ark that wisdom and God’s light would 

shine through to Samuel, yet, even though he sleeps nearest to God, Samuel cannot tell that God 

is calling to him.  In the end, it is the almost blind man who is the one to recognize that God is 

speaking, but not until Samuel tries to respond 3 times. 

 

“Samuel!” 

“Samuel!” 

God calls to Samuel.  God calls out to a boy in a time of spiritual desolation, of religious 

corruption, of political danger, of social upheaval. 

“Samuel!” 

 

Samuel didn’t know God’s voice.  Samuel had never experienced God before.  Remember the 

word of God was not common.  So, Samuel went to the only person that really had a relationship 

with him, Eli. 

 

We know from reading our scripture, that Eli knew nothing about what is going on.  In fact, if we 

were to read the whole passage, we would learn that Eli would be condemned through God’s 

vision to Samuel.  Samuel views Eli as being a good enough spiritual guide and respected him 

very much, yet because of the sins of Eli’s sons, all power is taken away from Eli and is given to 

Samuel. 

 

The climax of the story is actually when Samuel is identified as God’s next prophet. 



 

Can you imagine? A preteen or teenage boy was chosen to be the ONLY source of God’s 

teaching at that time.  People at that time were supposed to listen to some child, even though 

there were many who claimed to be wiser. 

 

This passage encourages us to look for the wisdom of others who might aid us to see where God 

is calling us. 

 

Who is that uncharacteristic person in your life that gives you the wisdom of God that you need? 

 

How do we open ourselves to unsuspecting avenues that God has built to share with us who God 

has put in our lives? 

 

It may be a youth.  It may be an elderly person.  It may be the homeless person, or our next door 

neighbor, or even our spouse. 

 

God is intentional in all God does.  God puts people in our lives for a reason.  Where is God’s  

Samuel in your life? 

 


