
Sermon 06-6/7-2020 

How God’s Got This – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Jonah 1-3:3a 

 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach 

against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 
3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish… 

 

After Jonah got into a great storm, was thrown over-board a ship, was swallowed by a fish, sat in that 

fish for 3 days and three nights, and got vomited back out on land by the fish… 
 

…the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time:  
2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 

3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. 

 

1)How by any means can the story of Jonah be of any help in times like? While the fish that swallowed 

Jonah is an important and “big” part of the story, it also is a “big” distraction. A postmodern person may 

come to the conclusion that this story can’t possibly be real and therefore can’t help us. But I believe it 

can and it must. 

 

God wants Jonah to go to the far away city of Nineveh to deliver a message for them to stop the injustices 

and evil that are going on there lest the city be destroyed. (The book of Nahum in the OT tells us a bit 

more detail what was going on in the city…) 

So God sends Jonah to save the city and all its people, but Jonah won’t let himself be sent and takes off 

the other way. It takes an enormous disaster including a fierce storm and that big fish to get Jonah to do 

what God originally hoped for him to do. 

 

It’s a story about the clashing of God’s will and hopes with man’s will and desires – a battle of free will if 

you will. But it is also a story about how things go terribly wrong and God is still in charge. I think this is 

where we can connect with and find hope for our current lives. 

When Jonah turned down God and ran away, hope for Nineveh’s people seemed a far reach. When a 

storm comes and Jonah goes overboard the situation becomes more hopeless. And when he is swallowed 

by a fish even the last glimpse of hope seems gone. Nineveh is doomed! 

But it turns out that God’s got this. He does not alter the free will of Jonah, he does not make him 

his puppet – instead he walks with Jonah through the disaster of his running away. And who knows, 

maybe Jonah is better equipped for his task now because he has experienced the mighty hand of God. 

 

Friends, isn’t that something we want to apply to our lives and our world today? 

 

2)Ever since the WHO declared the Coronavirus to be a pandemic, this world feels like being stuck in a 

huge disaster of history. We look at our country and we realize that while the pandemic did bring us 

closer together in some aspects of live, it did not repair some other aspects of life. Racial tensions have 

not been healed by the pandemic, on the contrary. The pandemic has revealed that it is not neutral but 

affects some ethnic and social groups in society more than others – and it did not bring to a stop the forces 

of racism. What a year 2020 is. 

 

The NYT had an article recently in which an author (Michelle Goldberg) assessed 2020 this way: 

 

- It started off like 1974 with an impeachment crisis 

- It quickly became 1918 with a pandemic,  

- It turned into 1929 with an economic crash,  

- and it is now 1968 with massive urban unrest. And we could add 1992 and the images of Los 

Angeles burning after four police officers were acquitted in the beating of Rodney King.  

 

What a dramatic disaster our country is experiencing. Aren’t you tempted to wonder: How much more 

can we take? How much more can a nation cope with? How much more derailing’s are we capable of 

dealing with as individuals of all colors and socio economic states?  

 



But then it seems like God wants to speak to us through the story of Jonah where all the derailing, all the 

damage, all the hurt, all the trauma, all the disaster was held in God’s hand. The story of Jonah is a story 

of “God’s got this” and I believe God invites us to hear and apply it to our lives today. How? 

 

3)Let me ask you this: When you talk to a friend about the pandemic, or about the state of US politics, or 

the economy, or about racism – and your friend concludes the conversation by saying “God’s got this” – 

how does that strike you? 

 

I have found that sometimes this can be misunderstood in a way to imply: “Oh, it’s not all that bad – God 

will fix it all.” 

 

That’s not what I believe. I’d say the situation our world and country is in is terrible – just as Jonah being 

thrown overboard was terrible – for him and for the sailors who had to do it.  

 

Now, you can blame God for sending a storm and a terrifying fish – or you can say: well, this only 

happened because Jonah ran away! 

 

You can blame the Coronavirus on God because it’s his creation and you can blame racism on God for 

creating us in different races. Or you can take responsibility and say that the spread of the virus and the 

tensions between the races is on us, not on God! 

 

I personally would say that all the 2020 disasters that we are dealing with are manmade. But I’m not 

interested in playing a blaming game, I’m interested to learn from Jonah’s story. I want to understand 

how hope wins because God’s got it even when we are the reasons for the storms in our lives. God will 

not stop working with you even when you run away. 

 

When Jonah was vomited back out on land he could have decided to run away from God’s good mission 

again – but he didn’t. How does that apply to you? 

 

How can you partner with God as Jonah did? You know, throughout the Bible we see that God’s 

sovereignty and the fact that God’s got this is accompanied by the invitation toward humans to partner 

with God in his good purposes. 

 

How could you partner with God right now in the midst of the manifold derailments in our country and 

world? 

 

- Could you help out a neighbor who shouldn’t go to the grocery store? 

- Could you do an act of encouragement for your neighbor who is of a different race who is scared 

or upset right now? 

- Could you reach out to our Congolese friends through the church and see if they need help in this 

pandemic and in their struggles of experiencing racism in our community. 

- Could you support a local business owner who is struggling getting business? 

- Could we use the difficult situation our country is in to stand in solidarity with countries that have 

been like that and much worse for decades? Can we find new passion that gives birth to action for 

the people of Yemen, Sudan, Somalia, Syria, Gaza, or North Korea?  

 

The injustices and hardships in this world are tremendous – but so is our God who always works toward 

having this whole world in his hands. 

 

Sometimes I wonder what would have happened, had Jonah refused to go to Nineveh the second time 

around? But I guess it’s not so important to know. What’s important is that we don’t refuse God’s good 

call.  

Healing and wholeness will unfold when we partner with God - even in the midst of utter derailment?  

Amen. 

 

 

 



Pastoral Prayer by Pastor Liz: 

 

Intro: 

We come before our Lord in prayer, acknowledging the hurt that is in our world, the brokenness 

that we face, and the sorrow as we mourn the loss of life. We are reminded of Breonna, Ahmaud, 

and of George. As our brothers and sisters of color fear to live their lives and as we are called to 

be God’s love for all. Earlier this week, our bishop sent out a letter, a statement, encouraging us 

to step into our call, to get rid of the injustices that we face and to stand up, to let others know 

that we affirm all life, that we give goodness of God’s creation, that we are glad for all of God’s 

creation, and that God’s love shines through all. We give God’s message of mercy and justice, of 

humility, and peace and unity. And so as we pray today, we pray that we may live up to our call. 

Let us pray 

Almighty God, you have called us in this time, to not be still, to not be silent. God, no matter 

where we are in our diversity, no matter where we are in our divisiveness, God, we know that 

you love all of humanity and so we ask that you charge us, that you challenge us, that you bring 

us to a point of bringing justice for those who face injustices. God, we ask that you help us to 

stand up with our brothers and sisters, that no one may live in fear. That we may join together as 

your children because you have taught us that we are your children. We ask that you bring us 

into unity, that you help us to see the compassion in all. That you help us to be who you created 

us to be. That we may fulfill your plan for us in our lives and for this earth. We ask this in your 

name, Amen. 
 


