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Sermon 06-20/21-2020 
Kiss while you still can! – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

11 Finally, brothers and sisters,[a] farewell.[b] Put things in order, listen to my appeal,[c] agree 
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one 

another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of[d] the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

Have you ever wondered how kids come up with the things they say?  So the other day 
my five year old son Owen comes into the kitchen and says: “Daddy, one day I will be a 
dad and I will be married.”  I say: “Who will you be married to, Gabriella?”  Owen with a 
very, very serious look on his face, says: “No daddy, it has to be true love.  Only when we 
love each other we can marry and then we kiss on the lips.” 

I find it adorable when Owen educates me about true love.  And what is it about kissing 
on the lips?  My boys have a whole lot to say about kissing on the lips.  For the most part 
they say it’s gross, but every once in a while I do get a kiss on the lips from them – I’m 
sure they will hate me for telling you. 
  
But enough about my sons, let’s talk more about kissing!  Isn’t it fascinating how 
different cultures deal with kissing differently?  

Growing up in Germany I remember it was quite common that kids would kiss 
their parents or other relatives on the lips before going to bed – a good night kiss.  

What we wouldn’t do in Germany is kissing strangers on the cheek which is what 
my relatives in Switzerland did.  Whenever there were Swiss people to visit, we would all 
know; that meant kissing!  And not only once, three times, on the cheeks. 

Our French relatives would kiss only twice on the cheek, but they told us that it is 
different from region to region in France – in some parts up to 4 times.  

The Russians on the other hand go for the full blown kiss on the lips.  Since 
Eastern Germany was under Russian control for many years I have interesting memories 
about seeing East Germany politicians on TV kissing their Russian colleagues at state 
visits – right on the lips.  There is even a word for it in the German language: “The 
Russian brother kiss,” – and I think it is actually men who practice it – I don’t remember 
ever seeing a female Russian politician kissing someone on the lips at a state visit. 

So are you uncomfortable enough for now with me talking about all this kissing 
business?  It’s not going to get better… 

In our reading from 2 Corinthians we hear the authoritative biblical instruction by the 
Apostle Paul for people who follow Jesus to greet each with a holy kiss.  When I came 
across this Bible passage I couldn’t help but think about our special days in which we 
live.  Kissing and the coronavirus pandemic do not go along with each other.  In times 
when you aren’t even supposed to shake hands, how could you possibly consider kissing 
a non-family member? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+13%253A11-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29039a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+13%253A11-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29039b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+13%253A11-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29039c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+13%253A11-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29041d
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I also was struck by this Bible passage in light of today’s Father’s Day weekend. 
Covid-19 is not the only force that keeps us from kissing.  If your dad is still alive, when 
was the last time you kissed him?  

I know it’s an awkward question.  I understand that not every North American family has 
a strong kissing culture.  But it actually doesn’t even have to do with culture.  There is 
something in the human DNA that changes our attitude in kissing our parents – especially 
when we hit puberty.  And then there is the problem of estrangement.  Father’s Day and 
Mother’s Day can be very painful days for some of us who live in estrangement from our 
moms and dads.  There mere thought of kissing them is a far-fetched idea.  

My hope for today’s message is not to promote kissing – though if you have that family 
tradition, please go for it…My hope is for us to heed the concern the Apostle Paul has: 
For us to express our affection and appreciation of each other. 

No, it’s not about kissing in itself.  Think about it, the disciples Judas kissed Jesus and it 
was a mark of betrayal.  I think it’s safe to say that a kiss in itself is meaningless, it’s 
about the intention.  Do you intent to show and express your love for your father, for your 
mother, your child, your fellow Christian, your neighbor?  That is what Paul is getting at. 
Show your love, let the other person know that you love them. 

Because it’s Father’s Day today I want to encourage you to think about how you can 
express your love for you father.  If your father is no longer alive, I wholeheartedly want 
to invite you to think about ways to honor your father today.  If you are a father I want to 
encourage you to think about ways how you can honor and show love to your child.  
But I think we all understand that the encouragement the Apostle Paul has is not related 
to gender, parental status or age.  Whoever you are, whatever stage in life you are in: 
What are the things you can do to express you honest love for the people around you?  

The title for this sermon is: “Kiss while you still can.”  For some of us the opportunity to 
kiss someone is long gone!  Too complex are the issues of conflict and estrangement, 
greeting that person with a kiss is un-imaginable.  And then there are the external 
circumstance.  The new coronavirus pandemic has taken away every opportunity to greet 
each other with a kiss. 

Fortunately for us, we don’t live in a strong kissing culture.  But the essence of the 
concern is the same.  What can we do to express our love for each other?  
Isn’t that the point of today’s scripture lesson? Relationships are important.  “Greet each 
other with a holy kiss.”  This is the instruction the Apostle Paul gives at the very end of a 
long letter that contained a wealth of instruction, bitter admonition, heartwarming 
encouragement, and deep ethical instruction. 

And it also contained these powerful words:  
“…agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.” 

- 2 Corinthians 13:11b 
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Hmm, agree with one another!  We live in times when agreeing with one another seems 
as far a goal as kissing one’s father on the lips!  We disagree about how to deal with a 
world-pandemic, we disagree on how to fix racial tensions, we disagree about our 
president, we disagree about what social justice is, we disagree about pretty much 
anything! 

As a Christian, doesn’t it tear your heart apart when you hear that the Bible says: “agree 
with one another and live in peace?”  Doesn’t it tear your heart even more to hear that the 
Bible says the love and peace of God will be with us when we do it?  How can we find 
love and peace when we have a hard time agreeing with each other and living in peace 
with one another? 
  
What a desperate situation we are in.  Aren’t we?  How can we find hope? 

------------------------- 

We find hope in knowing that God did exactly what we needed: he “put things in order 
for us” (see Verse 11b).  He made peace with us so that we could make peace with one 
another. 

Many of us may be estranged from our fathers, many of us may be estranged from each 
other due to differences in opinions and convictions.  Please, don’t let your conviction 
make you hate your father, mother, brother, sister, or neighbor.  

It is so tempting and so prevalent in our times and in our church.  Please, don’t.  You 
can’t always agree, I wish we could, but we can’t.  But let’s agree to love each other.  No 
opinion should have the power to make us withholding a kiss – that is: a way for us to 
show our love.  Show your love – you can do this!  You can agree to love [anyone] your 
father, your mother, your sister, your brother, your neighbor even if everything they say 
or believe is contrary to what you think is right. (repeat)  

Only if you love them you have the power to engage with them.  The Apostle Paul knew 
what he was talking about when he instructed us to have this kind of harmony.  It’s a 
harmony that transcends our opinions and believes. 

What will you do today to agree and show your love to the person that God has put into 
your life’s path?  What will you do?


