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June Memory Verse: 
 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new!   

                   2 Corinthians 5:17   
 

 

DEADLINE 

FOR  

JULY NEWSLETTER 

ALL ARTICLES ARE 

DUE 

 BY JUNE 17TH  

 

 SUMMER OUTDOOR MEALS, SERVICES,  

AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Every third Wednesday of the month we invite you  

to a great and meaningful time of summer fellowship and worship. 

 
  

WEDNESDAYS, JUNE 16, JULY 21, AUGUST 18 
 

5:30pm - PICNIC MEAL in the parking lot 

6:00pm - KIDS ART CAMP in the Courtyard (thru 6:45) 

6:15pm - CHURCH SERVICE in the parking lot 

6:45pm-7:30pm - Join in one of these FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES: 

·Join a RIVER WALK · play CROQUET - join a MEDITATION CLASS  

·Walk a MEDITATIVE LABYRINTH (off site)  

(more information about the activities on page 8) 
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PASTOR PONDERINGS JUNE 2021 

 
 

“What is the most significant mark about being a Christian?” Different people 

will answer this question in different ways – you may answer this question in one 

way today and in a different way tomorrow, let alone a year from now. 

 

I once heard a person say that the most significant mark of being a follower of 

Jesus is that you change the way you live. Hmm! I can see how this description 

may make you feel uncomfortable – change is hard! At the same time this 

‘definition’ of a Christian is a great recipe against complacency. For many Jesus-

followers it is quite common to experience the feeling of ‘being stuck’ in their 

spiritual journey. I’ve been there multiple times throughout my faith-life. Have 

you been there? Are you there right now? “I’ve done this whole church thing for 

so long, I wonder: is that all or is there more to it?” 

 

Deep down you probably know the answer: “Of course there is more to it – 

always!” Because following the Christ means to be on a journey on which we are 

invited to discover just how unfathomable and incomprehensible “the breadth, 

the length, the height and the depth” (Ephesians 2:19) of God’s fullness really is. 

If we are open to discovering the fullness of God, it is quite natural for us to be 

changed by our discoveries – changed and renewed. 

 

Our June memory verse puts it this way: 

 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new! – 2 Corinthians 5:17 

  

What a wonderful and simple way to put it: If we’re in Christ, we are new. When 

our old ways are passing away and everything in our life journey keeps becoming 

new, that is the kind of change that gets us unstuck from any complacency. 

 

If you feel it is time for you to experience some renewal, I encourage you to do 

the following:  

- First, don’t beat yourself up – it won’t do any good!  

- Second, give thanks to God for all the good he’s done.  

- Third, ask God to bless you anew with his Holy Spirit; ask God to show you 

something new in your faith life.  

 

May God bless you this month. Remember: you ARE a new creation through 

Christ and you are precious. 

 

Truly yours, 

 

             
 

Pastor Markus 
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God is a God of life. God invented life, God sustains life, and God gives new life. All messages 

in June have the core theme of life in them. May our time together – online or in person - be 

lively and life-giving! 

 

 

June 6 – Communion 

Text: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Theme: We’re Built to Last! 

 

June 13 –  

Text: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

Theme: Confidence not Fear 

 

June 20 – Pastor Dave Farina preaching, Father’s Day, 

Annual Conference 

Text: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

Theme: A word for Christian fathers/parents/everyone! 

 

June 27 

Text: Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 

Theme: God does not run out of time. 

 
 
    

Preaching Plan

 

 

PREPARING FOR OUR NEW PASTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP 
 

Our church’s Staff Parish Relations Committee met the other day and reviewed a form titled “50 ways to welcome a 

new pastor.” It’s a form the committee has used in the past to welcome new incoming clergy. We want to share with 

you our top 10 picks as we feel that every single one of us can do them: 
 

1. Open your heart and decide that you are going to love your new pastor. 

2. Begin praying daily for the new pastor.  

3. Celebrate the ministry of the departing pastor. 

4. Invite the new pastor to any social events held by church groups you belong to. 

5. Introduce yourself to the pastor repeatedly! You have one name to learn; your pastor has many names 

to learn. 

6. Wear your name tag.  

7. Introduce the new pastor to a significant civic group you belong to. 

8. Send a welcome card to the new pastor (you can mail to our church office). 

9. If your new pastor is of a different ethnic, national, or cultural background – try to learn something 

about it. 

10. Share with others (including non-members) how excited you are about the arrival of the new pastor. 

Invite them to join you in welcoming the new pastor in these practical ways. 
 

We are so thankful to God for calling Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon to become our new Pastor of Discipleship.  
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Now that I am here, I realize that Appleton is the home that God has prepared me for during a lifetime of love 

and service. 

 

Several have asked me to share a bit more about myself. One could say that my roots are the Methodist and 

later the United Methodist Church. My call to ministry happened when I was 16 and I knew that God had 

plans for me, he spoke to me in prayers one night as I spent several hours in meditation and prayer uncertain 

where my future would lead. Even then, uncertainty about what those plans were causing me to first look at 

becoming an Ordained Minister like my father and the people I grew up with, but God kept pulling me back to 

music. Thus, I have followed that calling nearly all of my life. 

 

As mentioned previously, my father was a Methodist minister, and my mother was a nurse (although she could 

have also been ordained). I am the oldest of five children with the boys all named for a gospel, but my sister 

was named for St. Bridget. Growing up in the church I was expected to attend 3 services a week, 2 Bible 

studies, and in addition be on call to assist as needed. We were a singing family and basically my father took 

his choir with him from church to church.  

 

My wife, Shellie, and I met in college choir (it is a long story) and soon will celebrate 39 years of marriage. I 

am immensely proud of my children. Timothy is an artist and created many of the works of art in my office 

and home. Noelle is an Extension Educator for the University of Minnesota Extension, the mother of currently 

our only grandchild, Berry, and works diligently on the critical issues of hunger and food access. My youngest 

CJ (Christian Jerome) is a countertenor and teaches voice, as well as private piano lessons. CJ’s wife, Becca, is 

a nurse working for the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

First United Methodist Church Appleton feels like the answer to the call God gave me years ago. At 17 I 

started college working on the Liberal Arts degree required at that time for those planning to pursue seminary. 

Partway through my undergraduate experience I was involved in a head on collision with a semi-truck and 

spent the next two years recovering. During this time, I was a happy patient and sang all the time. Not 

realizing it at the time, God had given me this ministry of music to others who were going through life’s 

hardships.  I kept thinking that being ordained was my calling, but little did I know that God had other plans 

for me. After a year working for a church, it became a reality that music was God’s calling for my life and that 

it provided a ministry that has allowed the opportunity to reach out to many people over the years. It has also 

enabled me to fulfill my other life goal and that is “to make music with as many people in the world as 

possible before I am called to come home.” 

 

As a musician, I did not realize that God was allowing me to touch other’s lives. Prayer, silent as well as 

vocal, sung as well as played, is the center of daily communication with the Almighty. My life and heart have 

been centered throughout the years by my favorite hymn, “Be Thou, My Vision.” May God has given each of 

us a song and may he continue to let your heart sing it daily. 
 

MEET MATTHEW HARDEN 

OUR DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & WORSHIP MINISTRIES 



5 | P a g e  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission Team Committee has chosen Pillars Adult Shelter (formerly called the Fox Valley Warming Shelter) as the 

Mission of the Month for June. This much-needed and well-used facility seeks to provide overnight, temporary shelter to 

homeless adult men and women in our community.  Its employees help to stabilize clients in crisis by providing basic 

needs, structure, and safety. Individuals in their care are directed towards community resources which can help empower 

them and create more stability and self-sufficiency as soon as possible.  

     The present wish list for the Pillars Adult Shelter includes the following: 

• OTC Medications 

• Hand Warmers 

• Fitted Twin Sheets and Twin Bedding 

• Food Service Gloves 

• Garbage Bags (13, 39, or 55 Gallons) 

• Hand Soap 

If you prefer to donate money, please turn it in to the church office with a note indicating June Mission of the Month. All 

other donated items can be placed in the wooden box in the hallway by the Wesley Room. Thanks in advance for your 

generous response!  

 

 

 
 

Are you looking for ways to live out your faith by serving those in need in our local community?   

Does your employer offer time-off to participate in volunteer activities?  Each month, First Church 

will provide opportunities for anyone to participate in hands-on volunteering opportunities throughout 

our local community.   
 

On April 23, ten volunteers from First Church sorted and boxed over 3000 pounds of frozen meat at 

Feeding America!!  This food has been distributed to food pantries across Eastern Wisconsin. 
 

On May 10, ten volunteers from First Church did a variety of activities at St. Joseph Food Program.  

From filling bags with food staples and produce, to sorting food from recent food drives, to breaking 

down the endless supply of boxes, to repackaging eggs, we helped St. Joe’s in their efforts to address 

food insecurity in the Fox Cities.  
 

Upcoming opportunities include Pillars Adult Shelter. 
 

Pillars Adult Shelter provides overnight shelter to adults experiencing homelessness in our 

community.  On an average night about 55 adults are provided a hearty meal and a warm, dry place to 

sleep.  On Saturday, June 26 at noon we will prepare a meal at the First Church kitchen. We will serve 

the evening meal from 5-7 pm to the residents at the Pillars Adult Shelter located at 1928 W. College 

Ave.  We’ll need about 6 people to prepare and serve the meal.  We also need 4 people to prepare a 

dessert at home and drop it off at church.  Go to our website or click [here] to sign-up to volunteer on 

June 26 being sure to indicate how you want to serve.  Sign-up deadline is June 16. 

If you have any questions about these, or other Hands-On Ministry opportunities,  

please contact Richard Dodge at (920) 216-6842, randpdodge@gmail.com or  

Donna Frick at (920) 470-8584, dfrick47@new.rr.com 

https://appfumc.org/handson_ministry_pillars_adult_shelter
mailto:PANDLDODGE@gmail.com
mailto:dfrick47@new.rr.com
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VBS KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE 
 

VBS will take place July 26-30 from 9am-noon. 

Registration and volunteer signups are online at 

www.appfumc.org  on our Children’s Ministry page! 
 

Save the date for VBS Knights of North Castle 2021!  

We are so excited to be looking ahead and planning this 

annual event! Although we are prepared to change if needed, 

we pray that our event can take place as it normally has.  

 

  

 
 
  
 
  

Hi Boys and Girls! 

Happy June! Summer begins this month! Are you excited for the warm 

weather, playing outside, bbqs, swimming, traveling? I know I can’t wait.  

Don’t forget to add summer Sunday School to your list!  

There are a lot of things planned this summer and we hope you will join in 

on all of the fun! 
 

God’s blessings,  
 

Ms. Christine 
 

LUNCH WITH MS. CHRISTINE IS BACK!! 
 

Join Ms. Christine in the Courtyard Wednesdays at noon for lunch. Bring your 

picnic lunch and a blanket and we will eat together, play games in the 

courtyard, and have a lot of fun!   

Our first lunch will be June 9th! If it rains we will take the fun inside to one of 

our classrooms.  

Summer Sunday 

School  
 

Join us Sunday mornings for Summer 

Sunday School. Children 3 years old – 

completed 1st grade are invited to join 

us in room 314 at 9:00 beginning on 

June 6th.  Of course older children are 

always welcome to come help! 
 

We have a great need for teachers and 

assistants for the summer. Please 

contact Ms. Christine to sign up!  
 

Children ages 3-5th grade are invited to join 

us at 6:00, June 16th for a Wednesday night 

Art Camp in the courtyard. Crafts might be 

messy so dress accordingly! We can’t wait 

to see you there!  

Wednesday 

Night 

Art Camp 

CONGRATULATIONS 

TO OUR 3RD GRADE  

BIBLE RECIPIENTS! 

http://www.appfumc.org/
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale 
SATURDAY, JULY 24TH DURING ART IN THE PARK 

 

Once again, the VIM (Volunteers in Mission) Team will be 

holding its annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale on the church 

lawn, Saturday, July 24th during Appleton’s annual Art in the 

Park. This year, Art in the Park will be a two day event (Saturday, 

July 24th, and Sunday, July 25th), however we will only hold our 

sale on Saturday, July 24th. Collection boxes and baskets are 

located outside of the church office. Your donations of gently 

used jewelry, scarves and purses are greatly appreciated. The 

proceeds from this sale have been an integral part in funding our 

annual fall mission trip and also supporting needs in the 

community. If you have any questions or would like to help out 

with this sale, you can sign up on the You Can Count on Me sheet 

or on-online (Church Website). Thank you for your donations and 

continued support of the FUMC Volunteers in Mission Team!! 

Check out our video here! 

 

 
 

A lot has happened since our Congolese congregation temporarily moved to the church building of Neenah Family 

Church (UMC). When they left they were still named “Living Water United Methodist Church” but this was hard to 

pronounce and so they renamed themselves to Rehoboth United Methodist Church (based on the story in Genesis 26:22). 

The Congolese Rehoboth congregation has done well at the Family Church in Neenah but quickly outgrew the small 

building. As of May 23rd they have returned here to First Church where they have much more space for their growing 

community. You will be able to see them in our building on Sunday afternoons and for some team meetings mostly on 

Saturdays. 

At this time we are uncertain how long our partnership with the Rehoboth church will continue as our district and 

conference are in the process of discerning further options for our Congolese friends. 

CONGOLESE REHOBOTH UMC 

https://appfumc.org/
https://fb.watch/5K6z1kJcU_/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYJ7owzGP6uYKhiYfXDzvEw
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“DO WE STILL HAVE TO WEAR MASKS IN CHURCH?” 
 

That is the question everyone was wondering when the CDC came out with its new guidelines for vaccinated people. While 

many businesses in our community have started to relax their mask and distancing rules we felt that a worship setting that 

includes congregational singing is still a different ball park. Our Church Council also took into consideration that the 

children who are with us in worship remain unvaccinated and that some vaccinated people have pre-existing conditions that 

still make them vulnerable.  
 

So here is what we do for the month of June:  
 

We will continue to wear masks in worship and continue to provide distancing in the sanctuary (roughly every other 

pew roped off). At the same time we won’t be as strict about the maximum occupancy which was at 25% capacity. If 

we see that our capacity will come closer to the 50% mark we will add a second service. We will also bring our 

beloved coffee hour back, it will be outdoors. Pre-registration for services is no longer required. Service-length will 

return to ‘normal,’ meaning: it all depends on how long those preachers preach! In group meetings masks are optional 

as long as distancing is maintained.  
 

We find that this approach is a good compromise acknowledging the progress in numbers of people getting vaccinated 

while still maintaining a basic measure of carefulness. 

  Yard Games!   

Join Liza and Jim Van Horn for a bit of Croquet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  River Walk - Walk for the Health of it!   

Join Carrie Kreps Wegenast for a fun two  

mile river loop walk that includes hills. 

 

 

 

 Soothing the Soul!   

Learn about Centering Prayer and Meditation,  

leader Rich Elrod.  (Asbury Lounge). 

 

 

 

 

 Reflecting on Peace and tranquility 
Experience a labyrinth walk at the First Congregational  

Church on East South River, leader Lynn Herge. 
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CREATING A SPACE WHERE YOUTH WILL BE EXCITED TO ENGAGE IN CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH.         

Being NEIGHBORS isn’t just about where we live but                                                  

about how we love the people around us. 

The Return of Youth Mission Trips!!!! 

 

Please pray for the following Youth and  

Their Adult Leaders serving this summer: 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Middle School - Duluth, Minnesota June 6-11 

Jack Bartel, Olivia Bartel, Kate Fahrenkrug, Greta Melzl,  

Lisa Nerenhausen, Brian Stahl, Sam Stahl, and Megan Wepfer 

  

High School - Arecibo, Puerto Rico June 13-18 

José Concepción, Amy Conway, Kaitlyn Conway, Alex Fahrenkrug, Jadyn Feucht,  

Kamil Parker, Josh Reiter, Maddie Roerdink, Brian Stahl, and BJ Steffen 

  

High School - Denver, Colorado June 26-July 3 

Nathan Baer, Erin Breister, Allison Butkiewicz,  

Megan Conway, Evan Elrod, Polly Elrod, Ella Freeman, Lynn Herge,  

Garrett Kilgas, Vienna Melzl, Mackenzie Moderson, Alexia Nagy,  

Allison Ruege, Anna Slocum, Steve Slocum, Ben Stahl,  

Brian Stahl, and Matthew Wepfer 

ATTENTION FAMILIES, SUMMER HAS ARRIVED!  PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON 

OUR YOUTH FACEBOOK: FUMC APPLETON YOUTH MINISTRIES AND 

INSTAGRAM: FUMCAPPLETONYOUTH FOR UPDATES AND OPPORTUNITIES!  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/4989033901
https://www.instagram.com/fumcappletonyouth/
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TUNING UP YOUR  

SINGING VOICE! 
 

 

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

(June 9-July 28) 

In the Chapel 
 

Join Dr. Matthew, FUMC’s new Director of 

Music and Worship Ministries, for a great 

opportunity to get your voice in shape for fall 

choirs or just to feel better about singing 

hymns or in the shower! 

Voice skills will be reviewed each week and 

new ones added.  A bonus is that the skills 

taught will help you breathe easier.  Matthew 

has been teaching voice since 1983 and looks 

forward to helping people discover their 

singing instrument and getting to know each 

other.  Come once or each time!  Register 

online at www.appfumc.org or call the 

church office.  

 

Participate in an exciting opportunity provided by church member, Jim Pahlow, personal trainer/coach and owner of THRIVE 

GYMFarm, Neenah.  Jim’s life story is one of faith, tragedy, searching, recovery and helping others to thrive. You can read 

Jim’s story by going to www.gymfarm.org/jim. 
 

THRIVE is an eight-week, one hour, twice a week small group training program that emphasizes eight dimensions of wellness:   

physical, intellectual, social, occupational, financial, environmental and spiritual. The first 45 minutes is designed as the 

“workout” portion and includes a variety of workouts, cardio training, mindfulness, nutrition information, bodyweight exercises, 

and more.  The last 15 minutes is designed to promote each participant’s THRIVE moments. Modifications and alternatives are 

accommodated based on individual needs. Jim’s passion is more than helping people with fitness; it is to help people improve 

their overall mind, body, and spirit for an enhanced quality of life. 
 

This summer Jim will provide his Thrive Program, free of charge to church members ($160.00 value).  

Dates:  Monday & Wednesday, 6:00-7:00 p.m. June 7th – July 28th (will meet following worship on June 16th & July 21st). 

Location:  Fellowship Hall 

Registration Information:  Class is limited to 10 adults.  Register at  www.appfumc.org or call the church office. 
 

NOTE: After registering, it is essential to contact Jim to obtain forms to be completed in advance  

regarding your interests and health status. Jim wants to receive the completed forms prior to Monday the 7th.   

Questions?  Contact Jim at 773-706-1251 or THRIVE@GYMFarm.org  
 

Turn to p. 14- to read a testimonial from a participant of THRIVE. 

 “ART WASHES AWAY FROM THE SOUL  

THE DUST OF EVERY DAY LIFE”.....Picasso 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Let your soul enjoy an art experience as we dust away our covid 

pandemic memories! Participate in our three summer acrylic art 

workshops!  All the workshops are led by Chris Scott, FUMC member 

and retired art educator. 

WORKSHOP #1:   Acrylic Vase Pour (Create a colorful painted vase 

from a clear glass vase.  You chose the colors and design!  See the 

photos as examples. 

Date/Times:  Tuesday, June 22, either 3-5:00 pm or 6-8:00 pm. 

Cost:  $15.00 to cover all supplies, including the vase. 

Additional Information:  Wear clothing suitable for working with paint.  

Vase will be carried home wet or can be left overnight to dry. Workshop 

held in the church gym. 

Register online at www.appfumc.org or call the church office. Register 

and pay by June 15 to reserve your spot!   

Questions?  Please call the church office. 
 

For your planning: 

Workshop #2, Tuesday, July 20, 3-5:00 pm or 6-8:00pm,  

Project will be a Dirty Cup Pour, which is done on canvas.   

Workshop # 3, Tuesday, August 17, 3-5:00pm or 6-8:00pm,  

Project will be Flowers on Painted Glass. 

www.appfumc.org
http://www.gymfarm.org/jim
http://www.appfumc.org/
mailto:THRIVE@GYMFarm.org
http://www.appfumc.org/
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A huge THANK YOU to all who have donated food items to the Blessing Box!  The box is filled almost 

daily and certainly is appreciated by our homeless/less fortunate persons in the neighborhood.  We 

continue to need your support.  The items that clear out the fastest are: 

 

Cans of spaghetti/meatballs; macaroni & meat  Tuna pouches 

Small cans of beans/wieners    Boxes w/crackers and chicken/tuna/ham 

Microwaveable single-serving soups   Single serving cereal boxes 

Individual sausage sticks    Individual jerky 

Vienna sausages     Fruit and applesauce containers 

Sardines      Puddings 

Snacks (protein bars, crackers/cheese, candy, etc.) Juices 

Wash cloths/soap in zip lock baggies 

 

BLESSING BOX 

 

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

In August First Church’s youth and children’s ministries will host a Back-to-School event. We will help 

parents in our community collect items from their children’s school supply list. Please consider donating the 

following items: 

 

 Crayons 

 Markers 

 Colored pencils 

 #2 pencils 

 Pens – blue, black 

 Rulers 

 Wide and college ruled papers 

 1 subject notebooks in assorted colors 

 Folders in assorted colors 

 Highlighters yellow 

 Composition books 

 

 Pink pearl erasers/ Pencil top erasers 

 Glue sticks/ bottles 

 Pencil boxes 

 1” binders 

 Dry erase markers- black 

 Scissors- assorted kinds 

 3x3 post it notes 

 1 gallon Ziploc bags 

 Sandwich size Ziploc bags 

 Boxes of Tissues 

 Loose leaf notebook paper 

 Plastic pencil boxes 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who provided meals, sides, and 

desserts to the Appleton police officer who recently lost 

his wife in childbirth! He and his family are extremely 

thankful!!! We provided 12 main meals, 10 side dishes, 

and 14 desserts!! God is so good!!! Thank you all!!! 

Please place 

donations in the 

bin outside of 

Brian and 

Christine’s office 

on the 2nd floor 

office wing. 

Please place donations in the collection 

closet by Wesley Room 
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NEIGHBORS 

 

 

 

NEIGHBORS, we all have them and God calls our youth this summer to go out and be a  

“neighbor” to people in Puerto Rico, Denver, CO and Sisseton, SD as a part of First Church’s 

 youth mission trips.  The theme this year is Neighbors: Not where, but who. Not if, but how. 

The theme is based on The Good Samaritan from Luke 10: 27- “Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and, ‘Love our neighbor as 

yourself.’” How fitting after the year we have all had.  Reaching out to our neighbors to share our stories with each 

other.   

 

The Befriender Ministry is a “neighboring” ministry and one of the areas we have focused our efforts over the past 

year is sending cards, emails and making calls to our “neighbors” and to church families with children to encourage 

and support them through the pandemic.  As Befrienders, we share our ministry with everyone young and old and I 

felt drawn to focus our prayers for the months of June & July on our youth that will be participating in First 

Church’s youth mission trips.   Our youth play a big part in our church’s life and ministry.  I am so impressed with 

our youth mission trip ministry. I had always wanted to go on mission trips as a youth, but did not have the 

opportunity at my church.  We are blessed to have this opportunity at First Church.  Last year the excitement of 

going on the various mission trips for middle and high school youth was halted due to the pandemic.  This year, our 

youth and adult leaders have a special opportunity to experience befriending new people and places across our 

country and abroad.   

 

The anticipation of traveling to a new “neighborhood”, meeting & sharing experiences with new people, the 

unknown of what mission work we are called to do, and making lasting impacts in just one week of ministry is 

amazing.  The work may be playing with youth, visiting elderly, building, painting, or cleaning up a city block that 

is used as a dumpsite where people live.  God has a unique plan for each and every one of us and we are to go out, 

and sometimes out of our comfort zones, to grow in our faith, love unconditionally and leave a little something 

special behind with our “neighbors”.  We don’t have to travel anywhere to be a “Good Neighbor”, but on behalf of 

the Befriender Ministry we will pray for our youth and adult leaders that they have safe travels, great experiences 

and share God’s love.  We also ask our congregation to pray for them and reach out to your “neighbors” and share 

your story.   

 

 

Blessings, 

 

Polly Elrod, Befriender 

 

 

 

 
 

The Befriender Ministry is available for anyone who 

may need extra support and spiritual care.  One way to 

reach out to the Befrienders is to contact 

pschitek@gmail.com 

Pam Chitek,  Befriender Visitation/Referral Coordinator. 

mailto:pschitek@gmail.com
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WHAT’S NEW WITH VIM AND HANDS ON MINISTRY? 

BEING THE HANDS AND FEET OF GOD 
 

What have the Volunteers in Mission Team and the Hands on Ministry been up to you ask? Well, here is a glimpse of 

our outreach ministries and how they have been the hands and feet of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check your monthly Connections, weekly bulletins and the church website for upcoming opportunities to be the 

Hands and Feet of God! 
 
 

May 10th found our 

 Hands on Ministry 

volunteers at  

St. Joe’s Food Program 
sorting food for 

distribution, breaking down 

boxes and putting together 

210 dozen eggs. It was a 

very productive and “egg-

citing” afternoon! 

On May 7th, 10 members 

of our Volunteers in 

Mission Team traveled to 

Pine Lake Methodist 

Camp in Westfield, WI to 

help prepare for the camp 

opening. As you can see, 

we put our rakes and 

gardening tools to good 

use. It was also a great day 

for some team bonding and 

fellowship.  

 

April 23rd found our Hands 

on Ministry Team 

volunteering at Feeding 

America. This awesome 

group sorted and boxed over 

3,000 pounds of meat to be 

distributed throughout the 

community. It brings a 

whole new meaning to 

“Where’s the beef?” 
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GRIEFSHARE SEMINAR AND SUPPORT GROUP 

 

GriefShare is held weekly in Asbury Lounge on Tuesdays from 1p-3p, and 6p-8p.  GriefShare is a program 

specifically for those grieving the death of a family member or friend.  There is a different topic and video 

presentation each week. There is no cost for GriefShare.  If you are interested in more information or have 

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Phyllis Freeman at 574-2859.   

 

CHURCH RECORDS 
 

Baptism: 
 

 5/09//2021 Aria Marie Dunn,  

   daughter of Ryan and Allie Dunn 

 

 5/23/2021 Guy Shepherd Bold,  

   son of Russell and Hayley Bold 

 

Deaths: 

 

 4/26/2021 Lona Heublein 

    

 

Message from past THRIVE participant, Christine Ladewig, Director of 

Children’s Ministries: 
 

“I really enjoyed my time in Jim’s class.  The exercises were easily 

adaptable to my fitness level.  I was part of a group that offered amazing 

support to me and were my cheerleaders when I did not think I could do 

it.  I love that Jim focuses on the whole person and not just the physical 

part. The meditation and nutrition classes were awesome!” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Message from past THRIVE participant, Christine Ladewig, Director of Children’s 

Ministries: 

“I really enjoyed my time in Jim’s class. The exercises were easily adaptable to my 
fitnesslevel. I was part of a group that offered amazing support to me and were my 
cheerleaderswhen I did not think I could do it. I love that Jim focuses on the whole 
person and not just thephysical part. The meditation and nutrition classes were 
awesome!” 

See more 

information on 

Jim Pahlow’s 

class on p.10. 

 

Our Men’s Church Softball League started in May! 

They play every Wednesday evening between 6p-9p at 

Memorial Park in Appleton. They would love to have our 

church family cheer them on! For more information, and if 

you are interested in playing on the team, please contact 

Paul LeClair at paul.LeClair@hotmail.com or contact the 

church office. June schedule will be posted in the church 

bulletin and on our website.  

  

 

A SWEET MINISTRY 
 

A limited supply of Tony Fuller’s Joyful 

Acres Pure 2021 Maple Syrup is for sale! 
  

It’s available for a minimum contribution of 

$15/qt to the First United Methodist Church 

– Neenah/Menasha Affordable Housing 

Mission project.  Funds are accruing as the 

Affordable Housing Task Force finalizes 

plans to address the shortage of low-income 

housing in Neenah and Menasha. 
  

Please contact the church office (we have 

some on hand) or Al Kahl (920-725-

6474/aakmtk@tds.net) for more information 

or to place your order and enjoy the 

sweetness of God's work in nature and 

through the people of God. 

mailto:paul.LeClair@hotmail.com
appfumc.org
mailto:920-725-6474/aakmtk@tds.net
mailto:920-725-6474/aakmtk@tds.net
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2021 BUDGET UPDATE AS OF APRIL 30, 2021 

 

The generous giving at First Church continued in April with income over $16,000 above budget.  Easter giving concluded 

with a wonderful $9,000 in donations!  Expenses continue to be low due to staffing but that will now change!  Total 

income is presently over $100,000 more than expenses.  Thank you for your continued support - we couldn’t do all that 

we do without you! 

 
Total Income              April $83,045                 Year to Date  $338,581 

Budgeted Income      April $66,099                 Year to Date  $313,256 

Total Expenses        April $55,204                 Budgeted Expenses  $70,796 

 
 

 

 

SCRIP IS HERE FOR YOU! 

 

Remember - the SCRIP team is back in-person and ready to fill your gift card orders at every worship service!   You 

will find Scrip in the Fellowship Hall safely distanced behind plexi-glass.    Ready to dine out or looking for a new 

takeout meal?  The $25 Happy Dining gift card is valid at Buffalo Wild Wings, Cheesecake Factory, Cracker Barrel, 

PF Chang’s, and Red Lobster!   This card would make a great graduation, anniversary or birthday gift!  Pick one up 

today!  Starting those Spring projects?   Scrip carries in-stock cards for places like Fleet Farm, Menard’s, Home 

Depot, Lowe’s and Amazon!  Of course we always have cards for your everyday gas, groceries and dining.  Stop by 

Fellowship Hall or continue to call the church office with your orders.  Remember your gift card purchases support the 

Church without any extra money out of your pocket! 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 325 E Franklin St. 

Appleton, WI 54911 

  

 

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com      
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com    
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org   
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com     
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org   
 

Director of Music and Worship Ministries: 

 Matthew Harden MHarden@appfumc.org  
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net    
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com     
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org    
 

Custodians:   

  Tom Martens and Doug Herge 
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 COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

LIVE-STREAMED SERVICES CAN BE WATCHED ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL (APPLETON FUMC) 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

ON  

VIMEO FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG  AND ON 

FACEBOOK 

 

 OFFICE PHONE 920-734-2677      FAX NUMBER 920-882-1461    

WEBSITE  WWW.APPFUMC.ORG  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL?   

E-MAIL OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG WITH THAT REQUEST. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK –  

APPLETON: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCAPPLETON 
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