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Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your 
own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 

straight your paths.                                 Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us online 

www.appfumc.org 

for weekend worship, 

midweek devotion, 

and to keep up-to-date on 

news from First Church.   

 

If you haven’t been 

receiving weekly emails 

from First Church, please 

email the church office at 

office@appfumc.org  

and we will be sure to get 

you on our emailing list.  

 

 

 

To create some extra fun and make sure you read this newsletter thoroughly  - we are 

asking you to play along and find the following things in this issue of Connections:  

1-kissing cow, 2- an apple, 3- straight path, 4- promise keeper, and 5- a refreshing drink.  

Please contact the church office when you have found all of them!  The first five people 

who have the correct answers will receive a special treat.  Are you game?!  Good luck!  

 

 

 

http://www.appfumc.org/
mailto:office@appfumc.org
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June 13/14, Pastor Markus 

Text: Hebrews 10:11-18 

Theme: We all need fixing 
 

June 20/21, Markus – Father’s Day 

Text: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Theme: Kiss while you still can! 
 

June 27/28, Liz preaching 

Text: Genesis 22:1-14  

Theme: Unforeseen Sacrifice 
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Mid-June 2020 Pastor Ponderings 
 

 

The Power of Together 
 

Our Drive-By prayer event here at church on June 6th and 7th was a powerful experience for me 

personally. It was high energy, great weather, good attendance, a steady stream of people 

seeking community with and as the church. These were all contributors to making it powerful, 

but the most powerful aspect was to reflect on the diversity of the prayer requests: 
  

 Intercessory for others 

 Peace 

 Sanity 

 For racial minorities 

 Praise for God 

 Safety for police and protestors 

 Our neighbors 

 For forgiveness of sins  

 For people suffering from racism 

 For change of heart in people inflicting racism 

 The church’s ministries 

 People suffering from Covid 

 For the virus to go away! 

 Those laid off and unemployed. 

 Those overworked and burned out by the  pandemic 

 For those scared  

 

I don’t know if I captured them all; as I was driving home I was so amazed about the wideness 

of concerns we had lifted up to God. It showed me something powerful about the church: It is 

hard for just one person to think and pray for everything and everyone. Together, though, it is a 

different story. Our prayers became a beautiful mosaic, inclusive of the many concerns and 

joys in our hearts. I believe this is an image for how God envisions our life together as a church 

family. There is a reason why God’s call for the church as a community and not a philosophy 

for personal life enhancement. 

May our beautiful prayers rise to God and transform our hearts to live out our joys and 

concerns. None of us can do all of it – but together we do a great deal that reaches into the most 

diverse nooks and crannies of God’s world. Thank you for what you do as part of God’s whole, 

even if it’s ever so tiny in your perception. 
 

Truly yours,  
 

  
Pastor Markus 
 

 

                                          

 

Mid- June 2020 Preaching Plan 
 

Please know that we will continue to have our  

Wednesday Night Live-devotions  

every week at 6:00 – 6:20pm.  

Join us via ZOOM 

(link is emailed out each week on Tuesday)  

or find it on Facebook live. 

 



3 | P a g e  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

   

Our world has changed drastically in the last few 

months, and it continues to become more and more 

divisive. Our secular beliefs seem to be tearing us 

apart from one another. One thing remains the 

same: God. No matter what chaos is occurring 

around us, God is still present with us. The 

decision becomes, will we let God lead our hearts 

or will we continue to try to figure this out on our 

own. 

The Women of the Word group is currently 

studying “Surrendered: Letting Go and Living Like 

Jesus.” Even though the group is still near the 

beginning of their study, there was the deep call to 

let go of the control that we think we should have, 

and let God take over. 

This is not a call to act like everything is okay, 

because it is not. It is not a call to ignore the 

injustices all around us. It is not a call to stay in our 

own little worlds. This is a call to live like Jesus. 

Jesus spent most of his ministry standing up and 

fight for those who were experiencing injustice. I 

believe in our time, Jesus would be standing up for 

small business owners who don’t know whether to 

open because of COVID-19; people with at-risk 

health who don’t know if it is safe; people of color 

who live in fear; people who see violence as the 

only way to be heard. There is a tendency to see 

only an either/or rather than seeing the good that is 

trying to come from those in between. The 

disciples even struggled at times to not be either/or 

people. What is important for us is to remember 

that we want to be those people who are not 

divisive, but the people who could see Jesus for 

who he was, as someone who lived a life of love 

for all. 

As we continue to grow in our faith, we are called 

to be like Jesus, who lived above divisiveness. May 

we be people who love like Jesus.  
 

With God’s love, 

 

 

Pastor Liz  
     
 

 

 

VIM Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale Update 
 

Hello First Church! Art in the Park* has been cancelled for 

2020 and will instead be held virtually this year, therefore, 

Volunteers In Mission will NOT hold its annual Jewelry, 

Scarf and Purse Sale this year. If you have collected items, it 

would be great if you could hold on to them. Otherwise, contact 

me, Donna Frick (920-470-8584) about collecting them. Once 

again, stay safe and thanks for your continued support of 

Volunteers In Mission. 
 

*Artisans, through the Trout Museum, will display their artwork, 

crafts, etc. online for purchase for the entire year. Art in the 

Park is sponsored by The Trout Museum. Check their website 

for further details. 
   

 

Other Adult Education Opportunities 
 

Please call the church office or sign up online through the 

“Adult Education Page” to receive the ZOOM link. We ask that 

during this time, all interested order their own books. All are 

welcome at any time. 

 

WOMEN OF THE WORD 

Mondays, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 pm., via ZOOM. 

Led by: Sue Stehula 

On June 1st, we started discussing “Surrendered: Letting Go and 

Living like Jesus” by Barb Roose. In this six-week Bible study 

of Jesus in the wilderness, Barb explores Jesus' time of testing 

and contrasts it with the Israelites' failures in the wilderness.  

 

TUESDAY STUDY GROUP 

Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m., via ZOOM 

Led by: Various Facilitators 

To help alleviate the stresses of all that is going on, join the 

Tuesday Study Group as we continue our time together through 

the summer with podcasts and books. Once you sign up, you 

will receive information about how to be connected on ZOOM 

and the podcast for that week or book discussion.  

 

KAYAKING SUMMER GROUP 

Our Kayaking Group will be having our first venture on Sunday, 

June 28th at 1p.m. We are excited to get together and enjoy 

God’s beautiful creation. Once you sign up, you will receive 

more information on destination and cost. 

 

BIKING SUMMER GROUP  

Our Biking Group will determine the first ride based on people’s 

schedules. If you are interested in being a part of this group, all 

are welcome! We have a wide range of experience and our 

routes reflect and respect all.  

 

https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups_32667


4 | P a g e  

 
   

 

Dear Church Family,  
 

When the Covid-19 Pandemic hit, my hope was that it would draw us together,  

to treat one another with more patience, with more kindness, with more love.   

And I have a lot of that.  It has been awesome.  It’s been great to see strangers  

helping strangers, communities banding together to help one another.  And yet, I have seen the opposite.  I 

have seen camps divided, I have seen people blatantly hate, treat one another with disrespect and suspicion, 

with all the ugliness that sometimes is our humanity.  
 

With the events of the past few weeks, I am looking inward and asking myself in what ways am I helping elevate 

the problem.  The problem of how I treat people as less than human.  How I fail and falter to offer that 

respect and love to others that they deserve.  How can I help the situation?  Even with the people who 

frustrate me, who anger me, who are adamantly oppose the things I believe in and stand for?  How do I 

respectfully disagree?  How do I see them as made in God’s image?  Because that is who they are.  That is who 

you are.  I don’t want to settle.  I don’t want any of us to settle for hate.  Nobody deserves that.   Every day I 

have the opportunity to make choices.  To make choices about how I will treat people I may encounter.  The 

people I pass by on a walk, as I am driving my van, as I put on my mask and go into the grocery store.  I get to 

choose every single time how I treat other people.  Will I treat them as human beings or will I treat them as 

less than that?  I encourage you to take care of yourselves, but to also take care of each other.  To show your 

neighbor love, and care, and kindness.  To treat other people they way you would like to be treated.  I need to 

do that more.  How about you?  Be well, take care of yourself, and take care of each other.  #YouAreLoved 

#YouAreEnough #ChurchOfToday 
 

Brian Stahl 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
 

 

Dignity Kits 
 

Phoebe Circle has 72 complete Dignity Kits ready to be distributed to people in need.  Word from The Conference indicated 

that in the last month 3,480 kits were distributed.  Even though Annual Conference has been postponed, collection sites were 

given, and we can take our kits to Green Bay.  Last year we were able to contribute 200 kits. Listed below are the supplies we 

still need to reach our goal of 200 kits.  Any help would be appreciated. 
 

Hand towels 125 

Toothbrushes 65 

Toothpaste (2.5 oz. or larger)  83 

Deodorant (2-3 oz.)  97 

Shampoo (3-4 oz.)  128 

Nail clippers 85 

Combs (6-7 inches of teeth)   126 

Razors  65 

Bar soap (3-4 oz.)  50 

Band-Aids  570 (these we package in groups of 10) 
 

Items may be given to Ellen Roe or you can call her at 920-734-7302, and she will pick them up. Thank you to all those who 

have already contributed.  These Dignity Kits are greatly needed during this pandemic. 
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We’d like to introduce you to Dennis and Mary Ann 

Wepfer.  Dennis was born and raised in South Haven, 

MI along with five siblings.  He graduated from L.C. 

Mohr HS in South Haven, and received his BA degree 

from Michigan State University and his MBA from 

Eastern Michigan University, majoring in Business 

and Management.  He was the Executive Director of 

Thermal Papers at Appvion, retiring in 2009.  He also 

was an adjunct professor at UW-Oshkosh, retiring in 

2018.  He enjoys golf, boating, gardening, traveling 

and percussion/drums in an ensemble band. 

Mary Ann was born and raised in Queens, NY and 

later Lake Carmel, NY.  She was raised with seven 

brothers and sisters.  She attended Ladycliff Academy 

in Mohegan, NY, and attended Michigan State 

University and Eastern Michigan University, majoring 

in Marketing and Consumer Affairs.  She retired in 

2009 as Marketing Director for Appleton Downtown, 

Inc.  She likes to golf, cook, read, playing bridge, 

traveling and volunteering. 

Dennis and Mary Ann met while attending Michigan 

State and were married in the Alumni Chapel on 

campus.  They have two children and three wonderful 

grandchildren (see their stories).   

They joined First Church in 1998.  Mary Ann was 

raised Catholic and Dennis was raised as a 

Congregationalist so Methodist seemed to be the best 

compromise.  Mary Ann wrote, “First Church just fit 

us when we were transferred to Appleton.”  Dennis has 

been involved with the Staff Parish and Endowment 

committees while Mary Ann has served on the Church 

Council, Trustees, Finance, and Stewardship 

committees, and chairs the current capital campaign.  

They serve as ushers. 

They are both involved in the local Kiwanis Club and 

volunteer at numerous Appleton community events.  
Dennis is also a member of the Neenah Club. 

Mary Ann writes, “Dennis promised her a trip to 

Hawaii if she followed him to Appleton from her 

adopted Chicago home.  Since then he has kept his 

promise 10 times, most recently, visiting the Big 

Island for their 50th wedding anniversary.”   The man 
can keep a promise! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Wepfer, son of Dennis and Mary Ann, was born in East 

Lansing, MI.  He was raised in Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin.  

He graduated from Appleton West HS and UW-Madison, 

majoring in economics.  He is a Senior Advisor for Concentrix.  

His hobbies include softball, golf and walking. 

At First Church, he is currently on the Board of Trustees, the CIA 

Puppet Team and the men’s softball team (for over 25 years). 

His son, Matthew, will be in 10th grade at Appleton East HS and 

his interests include track and Gaming Club.  He enjoys online 

gaming and walking.  He is involved in the church Youth Group, 

confirmation and the CIA Puppet Team.  Matthew loved last 

year’s mission trip and is very disappointed that it was cancelled 

for this year. 

His daughter, Megan, will be entering 7th grade at Madison 

Middle School and her interest are art and playing the violin.  She 

also likes archery, drawing and reading.  Megan enjoys Youth 

Group, is on the VBS staff, and has sung in all the children’s 

choirs, as well as being involved in the Christmas plays. 

Brian joined First Church with his parents in 1998, and Matthew 

and Megan were both baptized in First Church.  We’re glad you 
are here!!   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Following is the information of John and Terri (nee Wepfer) Stan 
and their son, Nicholas.  John was born and raised in Two Rivers, 

WI and graduated from Washington High School majoring in 

accounting.  He is employed as a salesperson.  John enjoys 

golfing, boating and walking. 

Terri was born and raised in South Haven, MI, Ann Arbor, MI 

and Libertyville, IL.  She graduated from Libertyville High 

School, as well as UW-Stout majoring in BFA, and she is 

working on getting her master’s degree in Graphic Design.  Her 

hobbies include art, boating and walking.  She is a member of the 

Church Council and has been a craft leader in VBS. 

John and Terri met while working at The Northwestern 

newspaper in Oshkosh, and were married in 1999.  Terri joined 

First Church when her parents did and John joined when they got 

married. 

Nicholas is a 2020 Appleton East High School graduate and will 

be attending UW-Stout this fall studying micro-biology.  He has 

been involved in band, likes to golf, and is an Eagle Scout.  He 

has been a member of the Bass Clef choir and involved in Youth 

Ministry. 

As a family, they like traveling to Orange Beach during spring 

break.  In the summer they enjoy boat rides on Little Lake Butte 
Des Morts and/or enjoying the sun when they are at the Appleton 

Yacht Club.  I bet they are glad that summer has arrived! 
 

Dennis & Mary 

Ann Wepfer 

The Wepfer 

Family 

The Stan Family 
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Thank you to all of those who tuned in and raised their voices together with us in our Tuesday Night Hymn Sings! Since 

we are not entirely sure what this summer looks like, we are planning on having a few more of these Hymn Sings happen 

throughout the summer on the last Tuesday of June, July, and August! Mark your calendars for the following days at 

7:00pm, we will plan on singing for about 30-45 minutes. Hope to see you there! 

Tuesday, June 30th @ 7:00pm - Tuesday, July 28th @ 7:00pm - Tuesday, August 25th @ 7:00pm 

 

 

  

 

Michigan-born conductor and baritone PJ Uhazie has had the privilege of performing 

opera, oratorio, musical theater, and choral music throughout the Midwest. 

As a conductor and music educator, PJ is grateful to have led ensembles to success on both 

the concert and theatrical stage. As a public school teacher, Uhazie’s ensembles have 

received awards for both their arts advocacy and musical excellence, including the 2020 

national gold medal for community engagement through Music for All’s Arts in Advocacy 

program and perfect scores at state festivals. In 2020, PJ was also awarded “Best Musical 

Direction of a Musical” through the Wisconsin Jerry Awards for Mukwonago High 

School’s production of Hello Dolly! PJ’s ensembles were also thankful to have performed 

the 2019 American premier of Howard Skempton’s “Alice is One.” 

PJ currently teaches at Mukwonago High School where he teaches 4 curricular choirs, a 

show choir, individual voice lessons, and 3 extra-curricular ensembles. PJ is taking on a 

new role as our Interim Director of Music Ministries. His face is familiar as he has worked 

here at First Church since 2014, as the Director of Bass Clef, a music intern, and most 

recently the Interim Assistant to the Director of Music Ministries.  

PJ graduated magna cum laude from Lawrence University’s Conservatory of Music in 

2017 where he received his undergraduate degree in music education and a minor in Vocal 

Pedagogy. In 2018, the university chose Uhazie as the recipient for the Pi Kappa Lambda 

award for excellence in music education. 

When not working with musicians, PJ likes to camp, hike, make his own cold brew coffee, 

spend time with his family and friends, listen to true crime podcasts, and volunteer for his 

community. He is grateful to be able to give back to his FUMC family and serve them in 

this time of transition.  

 

Shop Scrip from Home 
 

If you are sitting at home on your computer or phone all day, maybe now 

is the perfect time to sign up to purchase Scrip electronically! 

Just type www.MyScripWallet.com into the browser and you can log in 

using your ShopWithScrip account username and password.  If you 

haven’t set up an account yet, simply click on ‘Create an Account’ and 

follow the set-up steps.  

The enrollment codes is   BD4E7AC639651.    

Purchase gift cards and load them right into your phone or computer - 

then use it to pay for your online shopping!   

Your purchases help support all the programs in Church with $10,000 a 

year - every purchase counts! 
 

http://www.myscripwallet.com/
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   ZOOM with Kidz Konnection, Wednesday Evenings at 6:20 pm 
 

 

We will continue our Wednesday ZOOM meetings until we can meet face to face. Please join your 
friends for an hour of songs, Bible stories, sharing, and fun on Wednesday evenings for ZOOM 
with Kidz Konnection!  
Parents will receive the link each week in an email. If you would like to join our class and don’t 
have a link please contact Ms. Christine to get it!  

Hello Families! 
 

Happy almost summer.  Most of you are finished with school for this year, and ready to 
have some summer fun with your friends and family. Congratulations for getting through 
this unique school year! 
 

I miss you all, and our team is working on ways that we can all see each other safely!  
Please make sure your parents are checking emails and reading the weekly 
announcements. More information will be coming! 
 

I cannot wait to see you all again! 
 

God’s blessings to you all! 

Ms. Christine 
 

 

 

Join Ms. Christine Sunday mornings 
on Facebook for a prerecorded 
Summer Sunday School class! We 
will have a lesson video, Bible story, 
and short activities with items 
found around your house or to print 
at home. This class is designed for 
children ages 3 years – completed 
4th grade.  
 

 

FAMILY MINISTRY SERVES PILLARS 
 

On May 29th four members of the Family Ministry Team 
packed 90 grab and go dinners for Pillars! Thank you to 
Becky Brazil-Hurlbutt for setting up this awesome event! 
Thank you to Sabrina Fabian, Becky Brazil-Hurlbutt, Mike 
Kopplin, and Christine Ladewig for packing and delivering 
the meals! 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
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Come worship with us! 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we are not holding in-person worship at this time. 

Weekend Worship is streamed on Vimeo found on our website appfumc.org  and on Facebook 

Every Wednesday evening at 6:00pm- Devotion livestreamed via Zoom and on Facebook.  

When Governor Evers, state health and church officials give clearance to resume in-person gatherings,  

we will revert to our standard worship schedule, and look forward to seeing all of you! 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com    
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com   
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org  
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org   
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com   
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org   
 

Interim Director of Music Ministries 
 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com     
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net   
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com   
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Kelci Page Kelci.m.page@Lawrence.edu  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   swessley37@gmail.com   
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org  
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org    
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 
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