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June Memory Verse: 
 
 

 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day…”              

 Exodus 16:4a 

 
 

 

 

Join us on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in 

June/July/August 

Start with a family meal at 5:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

followed by 

Worship in the Courtyard at 6:15 p.m. 
(June 19, July 17, & August 21) 

There will be a special event each evening for children. 
 

Bring the whole family! 

 

 

Don’t forget that we will hold 3 weekend services 

throughout the summer: 
 

Saturdays 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Sundays 10:30 a.m. in the Chapel 
 

ALL AIR CONDITIONED!   

Be COOL come to church! 

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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June 2019 Preaching Plan 

 

 

June 1/2 – Pastor Carrie preaching 

Theme: Peek-a-Boo 

Text: Exodus 3:1-6 (Luke 10:30-37) 

 

June 8/9 – Pastor Markus preaching 

Theme: Wilderness – Part 1 

Text: Exodus 16:1-12 

 

June 15/16 – Brian Stahl preaching 

Theme: Being in Mission 

Text: Matthew 28:16-20 

 

June 22/23 – Pastor Markus preaching 

Theme: Wilderness – Part 2 

Text: Matthew 4:1-11 

 

June 29/30 – Pastor Liz preaching 

Theme: Following even when it’s hard 

Text: Luke 9:51-62  
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Pastor Ponderings June 2019 
 

A tragic shooting two blocks from our church… 

 
The Asbury Lounge was filled to the last chair with people taking my class on homosexuality 

and the Bible. We were half an hour into my final of three lessons. Then a very concerned 

looking member of the class, who told me earlier that she was always going to be late, walked 

into the room. Normally she would just quietly sit down but not this time. “There was a 

shooting…” she said. And from then on everything that night changed – not just at First 

Church, which had over 100 people in the building, but for our whole Appleton 

community… 

As far as our church was concerned, I have to say we did as well as one could expect in such 

an unreal situation. We promptly overrode our security system and auto-locked down all entry 

ways to the church. A security guard from the transit center was stationed in our church to 

monitor the situation and told people they shouldn’t exit the building. There were certainly 

some good lessons learned that night on how to efficiently do our part in maintaining order 

and safety for our people. 

But all that does not make up for the immense tragedy that played out two blocks away where 

two people lost their lives and two others were wounded. It is heartbreaking to think that a 

person, a firefighter, who came to help a person in need, got killed by the same person he was 

there to help. How much of it was due to mental impairment, or accidental reactions, or 

heinous intentions…?  In the end it doesn’t matter. People got killed…again, right here, in 

our community.  

Jesus once lamented over a city slightly bigger than Appleton:  

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 

How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing! 

 

~continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

 

-continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

                                          

 

 
 
 
  

Five Sundays and Four Preachers: June will be a diverse 

months in terms of our preaching schedule. Besides 

Pastors Markus & Liz we will also have Pastor Carrie 

Kreps Wegenast (June 1/2) and Brian Stahl, our director 

of Youth and Young Adult Ministries (June 15/16) who 

will fill the First Church pulpit. Brian will fill the spot for 

Pastor Steve Ward who was originally scheduled to 

preach that weekend but is not able to come in June. 

The two worship themes on “Wilderness” that I will be 

leading are based on the theme for our 2019 Wisconsin 

Annual Conference meeting in Green Bay this month. 

Our bishop intentionally changed this year’s theme to 

reflect the difficult position our church is in right now.  
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Hi Friends, I wanted to take time this newsletter to 

give you an update on my life as a pastor.  As many 

of you have heard in worship, I have finished my 

final educational requirement for my process to 

Ordination.  This is super exciting!  However, my 

process is far from over.  In July and again in 

November I will be having interviews with the 

District Committee on Ministry and the Board of 

Ordained Ministry to go through my theological 

paperwork (a dissertation of sorts).  If all goes well, 

I will become a provisional member at Wisconsin’s 

2020 Annual Conference.  After becoming a 

provisional member, I will have 3 more years of 

full-time ministry alongside of a peer/mentor group 

before applying for Ordination for the 2024 Annual 

Conference, which again requires a theological and 

ministry interview with the Board of Ordained 

Ministry.  I share this with you to ask for continued 

prayers in my process along with educating you on 

the Wisconsin United Methodist Church’s process.  

God is doing wonderful things here at First Church, 

and I am so blessed to be here with you! 

 

With God’s love, 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Liz  
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 ~ 

 

Clearly, his statement then had theological intentions and the 

killing of Jerusalem was on a different scale. But I can’t help but 

wonder what Jesus is thinking about our Appleton community. 

I’m sure that the enthroned and exalted Christ is still lamenting 

over another city that he loves: “Appleton, Appleton, how often 

have I desired to gather your children together… and you were 

not willing.” I’m not rephrasing Jesus to call out a judgment 

against Appleton. I’m rephrasing Jesus because I believe that he 

is hurting for us…and with us. He holds words (and deeds) of 

real and universal peace for us; in him there is something found 

that gives healing to the nations and the communities in which 

we live. 

These are the days when we are called to follow Jesus and let 

him gather us as children under his wings. “I have decided to 

follow Jesus” – this was the closing song we sang at a prayer 

vigil on May 16th, the day after the shooting. Representatives of 

a few downtown churches, including ours, gathered at the transit 

center to sing and pray together. There are many things we 

people of this Appleton community can do to do no harm and to 

do all the good we can. Deciding to follow Jesus, staying in love 

with God, is unequivocally one of the most comprehensive 

things we can do to live and to heal in this great community of 

ours. Please do it. 

 

Truly yours,  

 

Pastor Markus 
 

 
 
 

Pet Blessing 
 

June 26th 6:15 p.m. 

Rain or Shine 

Courtyard 

(Fellowship Hall if raining) 

All pets are welcome 

 

You are invited to attend our  

FUMC Riverview Gardens service morning 

June 1
st
 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 

Please go online from link below and also fill out and bring 

waivers with you.  

Remember kids are always welcome!  

And invite a friend! 

www.riverviewgardens.org 

 

http://www.riverviewgardens.org/
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Game day: June 23rd 

Game time: 1:05 p.m. 
 

We have 45 reserved seat                          

tickets available.   

Come out on Sunday and enjoy                      

an afternoon at the ball park  

and get your Adam Jones &                     

Danny Jansen Bobblehead! 

Please contact Pastor Liz or                        

call the church office                                    

to reserve your ticket(s) today! 

 

 

Take me out to 

the ball game… 
 

FUMC at the  

ball park! 

Capital Campaign Projects 
 

How exciting it is to each month or so to bring the members and friends of First United Methodist Church up to date 

regarding progress with the Capital Campaign Projects. At the meeting of the Board of Trustees held on May 12th the Board 

of Trustees discussed proposals brought forward for the remodel of the Fellowship Hall. The Board of Trustees discussed the 

project, a motion set forth and voted unanimously by the Board to proceed with remodeling the Fellowship Hall. The scope 

of the remodel consists of, new luxury vinyl flooring, wall guard solid surface around the perimeter of the room, new shades, 

projection screen and sound system replacement. In addition, the walls will be painted, wood trim redone, serving line and 

return line updated. The Fellowship Hall project will begin soon and is slated to be complete in time for Vacation Bible 

School in late July.  

The air-conditioning project for the Sanctuary is nearing completion. All of the air-conditioning units have been installed.  

Some electrical work is needed to facilitate getting electrical power to the added six units that have recently been installed.  

The heat control thermostats and related control valves are also near completion with work on the school wing classrooms to 

begin as this is being written. 

The Board of Trustees also approved additional security surveillance at specific locations within the facility. An upgrade to 

the boiler system will be done so as to save energy costs throughout the spring and fall months when the boilers are turned 

off and on for regulation of heat. 

Thank you and God Bless to everyone who continue to support the Capital Campaign Fund. Your financial support is 

making all these great things happen.         Board of Trustees 

 

Update from Cha Vang and Family  

We moved in during Thanksgiving week. We have been enjoying our new 

home. When we first moved in, Mee had a hard time remembering where 

the bathroom was, she kept on opening the basement door. Now she 

knows where things are. We have a garden (see picture below), which 

Mee has been very busy with; she has a green thumb. We all love that 

Aldi's is walking distance, and have been walking there a lot. Shaun and   

I have enjoyed the park a block away.  

Overall our home is awesome. At last HOME SWEET HOME!  

We want to thank everyone from First Methodist Church. Thank you! 

 ~ Cha, Shaun, and Mee 
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Come out on Wednesday nights to Memorial Park in Appleton to cheer on our Softball team! 
 

June 5th            8:00 p.m.         FUMC vs. Faith Lutheran             Field #3 

June 12th         8:00 p.m.         FUMC vs. Mount Olive                Field #1 

June 19th         9:00 p.m.         FUMC vs. Followers of God        Field #4 

June 26th         8:00 p.m.         FUMC vs. Xcel                             Field #3 

  

 
 

PILLARS ADULT SHELTER 
 

    The Mission Team Committee has chosen Pillars Adult Shelter (formerly 

called the Fox Valley Warming Shelter) as the Mission of the Month for June. 

This much-needed and well-used facility seeks to provide overnight, temporary 

shelter to homeless adult men and women in our community.  Its employees 

help to stabilize clients in crisis by providing basic needs, structure, and safety. 

Individuals in their care are directed towards community resources which can 

help empower them and create more stability and self-sufficiency as soon as 

possible.  

     The present wish list for the Pillars Adult Shelter includes the following: 

 Men’s/Women’s Underwear 

 Women’s sports bras 

 Belts (new or gently used) 

 Coffee (decaf and regular, no flavors please) 

 Dry creamer 

 Sugar packets 

 Bleach or tablets to clean the washing machines 

 Ear plugs needed for quiet sleep (can be purchased at Harbor 

Freight) 

 Sunscreen in small packets 

 Insect Repellent in small packets 

 Toilet Bowl cleaner 

 Fingernail Clippers / Emery Boards 

 Heavy duty 39-gallon garbage bags 

 Bus passes for 1 or 10 rides (from Valley Transit) 

 Gift Cards for Aldi’s or Sam’s Club 

  Bike locks, lights, or reflectors 

 Gas cards for Shelter van 

    Gift cards or cash should be turned in to the church office with a note 

indicating June Mission of the Month. All other donated items can be placed in 

the wooden box in the hallway by the Wesley Room. Thanks in advance for 

your generous response!  

 

 

Did you 

know…? 
 

 

First Church has 

a men’s softball 

team that plays 

on Wednesday 

nights. They could 

use a few more 

good men! For 

several years 

there were two 

teams! There was  

also a basketball 

team that played 

for a few years.  
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Lily Alberts: Parents: Kris &Amy 

Alberts. School: 9th Grade at 

Appleton West HS.  Favorite thing 

about FUMC: The people and the 

atmosphere of acceptance.  Hobbies 

& Interests: swimming, reading, and 

watching Netflix.  Bible Verse: 

“Hatred stirs up conflict, but love 
covers over all wrongs.” – Proverbs 

10:12. 
 

Ella Katherine Freeman: Parents: 

Todd & Terri Freeman. School: 9th 

Grade at Appleton North HS. 

Favorite thing about FUMC: the 

people, community, friends and the 

youth mission trips.  Hobbies & 

Interests: swimming, musical 

theater, dancing, and working with 

children. Bible Verse: “Evil people 

get rich for the moment but the 
reward of the godly will last.” – 

Proverbs 11:18. 
 

Logan Johnson: Parents: Chris & 

Lynn Johnson.  School: 9th Grade at 

Hortonville HS.  Favorite thing 

about FUMC: the community 

feeling and the volunteer 

opportunities.  Hobbies & Interests: 

playing soccer, science, engineering, 

hiking, camping, and kayaking.  

Bible Verse: “Be strong and of good 

courage, do not fear nor be afraid of 
them; for the Lord your God, He is 

the One who goes with you. He will 
not leave you nor forsake you.” – 

Deuteronomy 31:6 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Hayden Kihl: Parents: Steve & 

Caryn Kihl.  School: 9th Grade at 

Kaukauna HS.  Favorite thing about 

FUMC: the friendships that I have 

made on the mission trips and in 

Confirmation, Sunday Worship with 

the music and the sermon and I think 

that we are always talking about 

important things in the sermon that I 

can relate to in my life.  Hobbies & 

Interests: soccer, school, outdoor 

activities, video games, Boy Scouts.  

Bible Verse: “I can do all this 
through him who gives me 

strength.” – Philippians 4:13. 

 
Emma Catherine Lading: Parents: 

Chris & Shannon Lading.  School: 

9th Grade at Appleton West HS.  

Favorite thing about FUMC: How 

First Church welcomes everyone 

and everyone is equal.  Hobbies & 

Interests: volleyball, baking, writing, 

and spending time with friends.  

Bible Verse: “These things I have 

spoken unto you, that my joy may be 
in you and that your joy may be 

made full.” – John 15:11. 

 
Vienna Marie Lois Melzl: Parents: 

Aric & Tracy Melzl. School: 9th 

Grade at Kimberly HS. Favorite 

thing about FUMC: the people and 

the atmosphere.  Hobbies & 

Interests:  cross country, track, 

reading, and playing flute and 
saxophone.  Bible Verse: “Those 

who are kind benefit themselves, but 

the cruel bring ruin on themselves.” 
– Proverbs 11:17. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Kamil Parker: Parents: Gregg & 

Shelley Parker. School: 9th Grade at 

Appleton East HS. Favorite thing 

about FUMC: the programming, 

Financial Peace University, QPR 

Training, and the ability to share 

openly thoughts and ideas.  Hobbies 

& Interests: soccer, weightlifting, 

woodworking, and engine repair.   

Bible Verse: “But the Lord said to 
Samuel, ‘Do not consider his 

appearance or his height, for I have 

rejected him. The Lord does not look 
at the things people look at. People 

look at the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks at the heart.’” –  
1 Samuel 16:7. 

 

Josh Reiter: Parents: Mike & Chris 

Reiter.  School: 9th Grade at 

Menasha HS.  Favorite thing about 

FUMC: the inviting community.  

Hobbies & Interests: drawing, 

music, reading, photography, and 

the great outdoors.  Bible Verse: 

“Hatred stirs up conflict, but love 
covers over all wrongs.” – Proverbs 

10:12. 

 
Maddie Kaelie Roerdink: Parents: 

Kevin & Melanie Roerdink.  School: 

9th Grade at Hortonville HS.  

Favorite thing about FUMC: I like 

being with God and praising Him 

with my friends.  I love that First 

Church is welcoming and I feel 
loved here.  Hobbies & Interests: 

softball, volleyball, dance, running, 

cooking and baking.  Bible Verse: 
“The name of the Lord is a strong 

tower; the righteous run into it and 

are safe.” – Proverbs 18:10. 

2019 Confirmands 

~Confirmands continued on p. 7 
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Brooke Riley Smith: Parents: Daryl 

& Shanon Smith.  School: 9th Grade 

at Kimberly HS.  Favorite thing 

about FUMC: how Confirmation 

feels like a family, and the church is 

always open for anyone to come and 

talk.  Hobbies & Interests: 

basketball, track & field, painting, 

and music.  Bible Verse: “Be joyful 

in hope, patient in affliction, faithful 
in prayer.” – Romans 12:12. 

 

Robert Joseph Steffen: Parents: Bob 

& Jane Steffen.  School: 9th Grade at 

Appleton East HS.  Favorite thing 

about FUMC: having a place to hang 

out with people I usually don’t see.  

Hobbies & Interests: playing video 

games and coding.  Bible Verse: 

“To answer before listening- that is 

folly and shame.” – Proverbs 18:13. 
 

Amelia Rose Tegge: Parents: Rich 

& Katie Tegge. School: 9th Grade at 

Hortonville HS.  Favorite thing 

about FUMC: the church’s focus on 

equality and being welcoming.  It 

feels like a second home.  Hobbies 

& Interests: running, music, band, 

and being active outside. Bible 

Verse: “Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

worry about itself. Each day has 

enough trouble of its own.” – 
Matthew 6:34. 

 
Lucas Brian Ulrey: Parents: Brian 

& Judy Ulrey.  School: 9th Grade at 

Kaukauna HS. Favorite thing about 

FUMC: the church’s cool 

architecture.  Hobbies & Interests: 

football, basketball, track, Cleveland 

Browns, Xbox, history, hanging out 

with friends, and my pets.  Bible 

Verse: “I can do all this through 

him who gives me strength.” – 

Philippians 4:13. 
 

Landon Van Sistine: Parents: Tom 

& Jeanne Van Sistine.  School: 9th 

Grade at Xavier HS. Favorite thing 

about FUMC: the welcoming 

community and kinship.  Hobbies & 

Interests: fishing, sports, and 

technological tinkering.  Bible 

Verse: “For nothing is impossible 

with God.” – Luke 1:37. 

Mark Andrew Watson: Parents: Jim 

& Joan Watson.  School: 9th Grade 

at Xavier HS.  Favorite thing about 

FUMC:  I like the community that 

surrounds FUMC and talking with 

my friends.  Hobbies & Interests: 

playing hockey and baseball.  Bible 

Verse: “I can do all this through 

him who gives me strength.”- 
Philippians 4:13. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School Graduates 

Class of 2019 
 
 

Abby Alberts: Parents: Brian & 

DoBea Alberts.  High School: 

Kimberly. Future Plans: Carroll 

University for Physical Therapy. 

Favorite Church Memory: My first 

time at Youth Group and listening to 

Jesus is a Friend of Mine. 

 

Justin Alberts: Parents: Jim & 

Jennifer Alberts. High School: 

Kimberly. Future Plans: Fox Valley 

Technical College for General 

Studies.  Favorite Church Memory: 

My Confirmation day.  

 

Emily Briester: Parents: Jim & 

Kaye Breister.  High School: 

Appleton East.  Future Plans: Carrol 

University for Physical Therapy.  

Favorite Church Memory:  

Fantastical Balloon Wonderment. 

 
Kelly Cline: Parents: Rick Cline & 

Kirsten Cline-Schubbe & Chris 

Schubbe.  High School: Appleton 

North. Future Plans: University of 

Wisconsin-Stout for 

Communications & Emerging 

Media and Sports Broadcasting.  

Favorite Church Memory: New 

Orleans Mission Trip in 2016.  I 

learned so much about the different 

cultures and how much God has 

impacted the people.  

Zach Felton: Parents: Randey & 

Mary Felton. High School: Appleton 

North. Future Plans: University of 

Wisconsin-Oshkosh. Favorite 

Church Memory: 30 Hour Famine.  

 
Erin Gretzinger: Parents: Dan & 

Jane Gretzinger. High School: 

Appleton East. Future Plans: 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

for Journalism and French.  Favorite 

Church Memory: The bonds I have 

made on mission trips with 

individuals from around the country 

and in our own church.  

 

Evan Johnson: Parents: Lance & 

Sharon Johnson. High School: 

Kaukauna: Future Plans: University 

of Wisconsin-Madison. 

 

Hannah Kihl: Parents: Steve & 

Caryn Kihl.  High School: 

Kaukauna.  Future Plans: St. Norbert 

College for Elementary Education.  

Favorite Church Memory: Playing 

Sardines in the church with my 

Confirmation class during a Lock In. 

 

Andrew Ray: Parents: Michael & 

Sarah Ray. High School: Appleton 

North. Future Plans: University of 

Michigan for Engineering.  Favorite 

Church Memory: Detroit, Michigan 

Mission Trip in 2017. 

 

Tommy Olson: Parents: Kirk Olson 

& Michelle Anderson. High School: 

Appleton East.  

 

Maria Serna: Parents: Pablo Serna 

& Amy McAloon. High School: 

Appleton East  

 

Hope Reiter: Parents: Mike & Chris 

Reiter. High School: Menasha. 

Future Plans: Technical School for 

Interior Design or Photography.  

Favorite Church Memory: Mission 

Trips to New Orleans in 2016, 

Detroit, Michigan in 2017, and 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada in 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmands continued ~ 

 

~Graduates continued on p. 8 
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Graduates continued~ 

 
Julia Tegge: Parents: Rich & Katie 

Tegge. High School: Valley New 

School. Future Plans: Northern 

Michigan University for Forensic 

Biochemistry. Favorite Church 

Memory: Mission Trips, The 30 

Hour Famine, and Dressing up like a 

cow to get free food at Chick-fil-A.  

 

Nicole Uecker: Parents: Jim & 

Doris Uecker. High School: Xavier.  

Future Plans: Winona State 

University for Elementary 

Education. Favorite Church 

Memory: Mission Trip to Sisseton, 

South Dakota in 2015.  

 

Maddy Vantassel: Parents: Steve & 

Diane Vantassel. High School: 

Appleton West. Future Plans: 

University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. 

Favorite Church Memory: Lock Ins. 

 

Melanie Van Oss: Parents: Dennis 

& Mary Van Oss. High School: 

Stockbridge. 

 

Ashley Wessley: Parents: Cory & 

Shelby Wessley. High School: 

Appleton East, Future Plans: UW-

Fox Valley. Favorite Church 

Memory: Sisseton, South Dakota 

Mission Trip in 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Graduates  

Class of 2019 
 
Catherine Backer: Boston College.  

Bachelor of Arts in Theater.  

 

Will Engels: University of 

Wisconsin-Oshkosh. Bachelor of 

Arts in Criminal Justice.  Future 

Plans: Police Officer with Neenah 

Police Department.  

 

Beatrice Gretzinger: University of 

Minnesota-Twin Cities.  Master’s 

Degree in Speech-Language 

Pathology. 

 

Morgan Johnson: University of 

Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  Bachelor 

of Fine Arts in Graphic Design. 

 

Ben Luitjens: Carroll University.  

Master’s Degree in Physician 

Assistant Studies.   

 

Bridgette Nobbe: University of 

Arizona. Master’s Degree in Higher 

Education and Student Affairs.  

 
Kate Zuck: University of Iowa.  

Bachelor of Arts in Elementary 

Education with endorsements in 

Reading and Special Education. 
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The Sanctuary Choir, Bass Clef, Grace, the Wesley Handbell Choir, their directors and accompanists, 

and all of the instrumentalists who had a part in the glorious worship on Sunday, May 19th for the annul 

Musical Celebration of Pentecost here at First Church.  It was a moving and uplifting offering of praise 

to our God in celebration of the birth of the Church on Pentecost. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to join our summer walk in choir, and use that musical 

talent that has been waiting to come out!?  We will be gathering on 

Sunday morning (June 23rd) at 8:15 in the sanctuary to sing for both 

the 9:00 and 10:30 services. We will have other opportunities on July 

21st and August 25th, also. It's such a joy to share music with 

others! You can call Betsy Benoit at (920) 574-3482 or email at 

benoitphillip@aol.com to let us know you will bring your smiling 

face. Rehearsal for June will follow the Wednesday evening service 

on June 19th.  See you in Church! 

 

 

mailto:benoitphillip@aol.com
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Upcoming Events 
June 2 First day of Summer 

Sunday School 
Room 221 

July 22-26 ROAR- VBS Register at www.appfumc.org 

Dates and activities are subject to change. 
 Please check schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated bulletins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

Vacation Bible School will take place July 22- 26 from 9 a.m. – noon.  
Children ages 3 years old as of January 1 – completed 5th grade are 
invited to join us for a fun-filled week of crafts, games, snacks, 
music, while learning that when “Life is Wild, God is Good”!! 
This is a free event and all children are welcome to attend. 
Registration to attend and to volunteer are now on our website at 
www.appfumc.org. 
 
 
 

 VBS 2019 - Save the Date 

Coming this summer,  
 

                                                                                               

Wednesday June 19, 
July 17, and August 21, 

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Kidz 3 years - 

completed 1st grade 
are invited. 

 
 
 

All Summer Long - The Fruit of the Spirit 
Summer Sunday School 

Begins June 2 at 9:00 in room 221 
Children 3 years – completed first grade should come to 

class each week before the 9:00 worship service 
 

Kindness 

 

Faithfulness 

 

Gentleness 
 

 

Self-Control 
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What a great year it has been! This year in Kidz Konnection: 
 
 Pastor Liz taught the children how to pray the five-finger prayer,  

 Pastor Markus taught the kids about Korea and they were able to experience 

what Korean treats taste like (the loved the Seaweed!) 

 Shelley Parker taught them all how to be an acolyte,  

 Captain Todd Freeman with the Appleton Police Department talked to the 

children about how policemen keep us safe 

 The kids made survival bags for all 113 police officers, we had a movie night for 

Earth Day 

 And, Bruce Hetzler treated them to a suspenseful and fun magic show! 

 We also added three extra nights for fun crafts!  

Make sure to watch the bulletin announcements for information on when we begin next year!  
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What does a Befriender do?  A Befriender listens! 
 
When we are asked to listen, we will try to follow this advice from an anonymous source. 

When I ask you to listen to me and you start giving advice you have not done what I asked. 

When I ask you to listen to me and you begin to tell me why I shouldn’t feel that way, you are    

trampling on my feelings. 

When I ask you to listen to me and you feel you have to do something to solve my problem, you have failed me, strange as 

that may seem. 

Listen! All I asked, was that you listen not talk or do -- just hear me.  Advice is cheap.  I can do for myself; I’m not helpless.  

Maybe discouraged and faltering, but not helpless.   

When you do something for me that I can and need to do for myself, you contribute to my fear and weakness.   

But, when you accept as a simple fact that I do feel what I feel, no matter how irrational, then I can quit trying to convince 

you and get about the business of understanding what’s behind this irrational feeling.  And when that’s clear, the answers 

are obvious and I don’t need advice.  Irrational feelings make sense when we understand what’s behind them. 

Perhaps that’s why prayer works, sometimes, for some people because God is mute, and He doesn’t give advice or try to fix 

things.  “They” just listen and let you work it out for yourself.   

So, please listen and just hear me.  And, if you want to talk, wait a minute for your turn, and I’ll listen to you.   

There are Befrienders ready and willing to listen to you.  All you need to do is ask. 

        Jackie Booher, Befriender 

 

 

2019 Budget Update as of April 30, 2019 
  

Thank you for your continued support of First Church!   The weather is changing!  Please continue to remember the church 

when you are away this summer!  If you would like information on how you can give electronically, check out the website 

or contact Lynn in the office. 

 

Total Income            April $66,409                   Year to Date  $313,479 

Budgeted Income     April $71,296                   Year to Date  $315,493 

Total Expenses         April $78,513                   Budgeted for April $74,008 
 

Homosexuality, the Bible, and the Church 
 

Sunday, June 9th 

1:00-3:30 p.m. 
Led for a second time by: Pastor Markus 

Asbury Lounge 

 

Many of us have passionate opinions when it comes to 

discussing gay rights issues. This class is designed to help 

people gain a better understanding of the actual texts in 

the Bible that deal with same sex relations and how the 

church has been dealing with them.  

 

Book Sale! 
  
 

The First Church library will have a used book 

sale on September 7th and 8th. We are collecting 

donated books, records, DVDs, CDs, games and 

puzzles. No magazines, please; unless they are 

quilting, crafting, or cooking. We will begin 

collection on Thursday, August 1st in the gym. 

There will be carts in the hall for taking books 

downstairs.  

Watch for further information in the Bulletin 

and Connections. 
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We want to introduce you to a very musical couple – Larry and 

Kathy Orth.  Larry was born and raised in Rochester, WI and 

graduated from Waterford High School, as well as Lakeland 

College, majoring in music education/instrumental.  Before he 

retired, he taught at elementary and middle schools as a band 

director in Wisconsin and Texas. He was also a car salesman and 

realtor.  

Kathy was raised in Fond du Lac, graduated from Goodrich High 

School and Lawrence Conservatory of Music majoring in vocal/ 

general music education.  She received her Master’s Degree in 
Curriculum with a Fine Arts Emphasis from Lesley University.  

She retired as a vocal/general music specialist of 35 years in IL, 

WI and TX.  She taught grades K-12.  Kathy was principal 

organist at Memorial Presbyterian for 11 years and has been First 

Church’s principal organist for 11 years.  She started piano 

lessons at age four and organ lessons in 9th grade!   

Larry and Kathy met while teaching at Kiel Middle School.  

They attended the UCC church there where Kathy directed the 

adult choir and started its hand bell choir, and Larry was a choir 

member.  They have two sons:  Darin and Melissa live in Fox 

Crossing.  Darin is an auto technician and Melissa is an RN.  

Bryan is a pilot for United Airlines and lives in Orlando.   

Larry likes to golf, travel and enjoys walking.  He plays 

trombone in the Neenah Community Band, is a sub in a men’s 

golf league and also is an Army veteran playing in its band.   

Kathy likes to quilt, knit, read, golf, shop, bike, and travel.  She 

is a volunteer at the Community Clothes Closet and the PAC.  

They have traveled a lot and have been on three cruises.  Ask 

them about their collection of musical instruments! 

They are very involved at First Church.  Kathy, besides being 

organist/pianist for the choir and soloists, knits prayer shawls, 

likes game night, and is a member of the Meal Train team.  Larry 

sings in the sanctuary choir and Bass Clef, plays trombone in A-1 
Brass, Gabriel’s Brass, and the Christmas orchestra, and attends 

the Thursday Men’s Noon Study. 

They joined First Church in 1991 because of the quality music 

program, musical opportunities, the size and friendliness of the 

church and its beautiful building.  We agree and we are glad you 

are here! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’d like to introduce you to a man you have seen many 

times standing in front of the choir waving his arms – 

Robert (Bob) Butler!  Bob was born in San Mateo, CA 

and grew up in Seattle, WA.  He received his degree in 

music, social studies, and English education at Wheaton 

College, Wheaton, IL. He earned a Master’s Degree from 

UW-Oshkosh. 

Bob retired from the Neenah Public Schools in 2000 after 

teaching for 34 years.  He has supervised student teachers 

from UW-O since 2001.  He has been the Director of 

Music Ministries here since 2007.  Before that he was 

involved in the music ministry of a large Neenah church 

for 35 years and was the founding director of their Living 

Christmas Tree program. 

He met his wife Marlene at Wheaton.  She was the 

accompanist for the MacDowell Male Chorus for 30 years 

and was the organist at First Church for over 20 years.  

She also directed the Handbell Choir.  She passed away 

on January 23, 2009. 

He has two sons:  Chad and Michelle live in Tignall, GA.  

They own and operate Dunk Hill Farm raising chickens 

and selling eggs and organic vegetables at area farm 

markets.  They have three children; Grace (attending 

Wheaton College), Lauren (a high school sophomore) and 

Jake, age 4, who is Dad’s right hand man on the farm.  

Craig and Karen live in Prior Lake, MN.  Craig is a pilot 

for Delta Airlines and Karen teaches swimming, 

lifeguarding and CPR at an area pool.  They have two 

sons, Tyler (Midshipman at US Merchant Marine 

Academy, King’s Point, NY) and Brandon (a high school 

sophomore). 

Bob has traveled to all 50 states, likes to vacation in 

Colorado every year, and also has traveled in Europe 

(including Russia).  He likes to read, ride bike and garden.  

At First Church, he leads the Sanctuary Choir and enjoys 

Bible studies. 

After Marlene retired as organist at First Church, and Bob 

retired from his previous church music position they 

joined First Church in 2001.  Well, aren’t we glad he did?   

 

Bob  

Butler 
 

 

Larry & Kathy 

Orth 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    

 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Sally Alvarado sallye.alvarado@gmail.com 
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   swessley37@gmail.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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Back by Popular Demand 
 

Annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale 
 

Art in the Park, Sunday, July 28, 2019 
 

The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) Team will again  hold their 

annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale during Art in the Park on 

Sunday, July 28th. This is a good time to set aside and donate 

any gently used jewelry, scarves and purses as you do your 

spring  cleaning. Money raised from this fund raiser will help 

support our annual fall mission trip. We have begun collecting 

jewelry, scarves and purses and have marked containers by the 

church office for you  to drop off items. If you have any 

questions and/or would like to help with this sale, contact 

Donna  Frick (920-730-8584 (H) or (C) 920-470-8584).  

Thanks for your continued support!!! 
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