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Genesis 1:20-25 
20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 

the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and 

fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and 

there was morning, the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals 

of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the 

ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 

We read this morning of part of the creation story, particularly the fifth and sixth “days”, or if 

you are a logical/scientific thinker, the fifth and sixth “eras”.  In the first four days/eras of 

creation, God formed the light (v. 3), sky (v. 8), earth and sea (v. 10), vegetation (v. 11), stars, 

sun, and moon (v. 14, 16), “And God saw that it was good.” 

 

It was good.  It was beautiful.  It was pleasing.  It conformed with God’s will. 

 

Next, (in day 5) God formed the creatures of the seas and the creatures of the air.  Unlike the 

other creation days, God not only saw that it was good, but God also blesses these creatures.  “Be 

fruitful and multiply.”  No wonder we can fish and hunt every year. 

 

The next creation was a little more specific.  God created the things on the earth, and they are 

described as cattle or livestock and creeping things and wild animals or beasts.  I hope that we all 

know what cattle and livestock are.  Creeping things are thought of being, “creatures that move 

along the ground”, so that means: insects and reptiles.  Wild animals or beasts are those that hunt 

in some fashion, which would even include most of our household pets.  Yet, when it comes to 

God’s blessing about being fruitful and multiply, they get the short end of the stick.  Instead, they 

receive it as an indirect blessing that is exhibited for the creatures of the seas and the air. 

 

Now, the purpose of this blessing was not that God want to make sure everything multiplied, 

because wouldn’t that be absolute chaos.  Rather, the thought of fruitfulness and multiplying is a 

focus on life-giving powers, on life itself. 

 

Creation wasn’t just about life-giving powers.  In fact, if you look up in the Merriam-Webster 

Dictionary, that it’s not only about bringing into existence, but also “to produce or bring about by 

a course of action or behavior.” 

 



If we look at our bolded and underlined words in our bulletin we should see that God says 

something should be done, and then the action/deed is completed.  In fact, we see it right away in 

our passage.  In verse 20, “And God said”, and what is said in verse 21 right away “So God 

created.”  Speech and action.  “To produce or bring about by a course of action or behavior.” 

 

Maybe we could give this passage more credit than our science-minded, logical brains tend to 

lead us.  Maybe we could see that in this passage, God created, and it was beautiful and pleasing. 

It was God’s desire, and God not only spoke about it, but finished with the action of completion. 

 

Even though in the following verse in Genesis (v. 26) talks about how humanity has dominion 

over the creatures of the earth, this dominion is about nurturing, caring for, tending to the 

creatures of the earth.  Each individual creature has been created by God, and each individual 

creature has been blessed by God directly or indirectly. 

 

Now, I don’t know about you, but this kind of dominion calls me to a place that is 

uncomfortable. This place calls me and you to relate to creatures as God relates to us. 

 

While many of us understand the importance of keeping safe and protected our pets or those that 

are considered pets: Cats, dogs, hamsters, guinea pigs, fish, horses, bunnies (maybe), and more.  

How many of us truly have dominion (compassion, relation, understanding of life) for those icky 

creatures, like spiders, grasshoppers, bees, snakes, or how about foxes, deer, coyotes, bears, and 

more?  Yet, God blessed these creatures. 

 

So, what am I calling you to today?  Not only appreciation of creation, and what is created 

through the creation of creatures today, but more mindfulness. 

 

I would love to say that we need to stop killing these things.  I’m sure that would not go over 

well, especially with the hunters and people who fish.  In fact, it wouldn’t even go over well in 

my house, because those spiders can’t be trusted to stay out of my bathroom or bedroom. 

 

What does it mean for us to have mindfulness of the creatures that God formed and blessed?  It’s 

looking at not only the vegetation as God’s creation, but the creatures, and thanking God for the 

blessing of creatures in our lives, in this world. 

 

On Wednesday, June 27th, we will be having a pet blessing.  During this short service, we will be 

celebrating the joy that pets bring to our lives, and the thankfulness that we have to God for 

creating them. 

 

I invite you today to look at your pets, and when you see any creature to be thankful for God’s 

intricacy of forming each individual creature and blessing it. 

 

 

 

 


