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Earthly Tents and Eternal Homes – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
 

13 But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we also 

believe, and so we speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will 

bring us with you into his presence.  15 Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more 

people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 16 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is 

wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an 

eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18 because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 

what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

5 1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens. 

 

1) It is June now - even we Wisconsinites can get ready to get our camping equipment out of storage. Some of you are 

passionate tent campers – some of you would rather get a root canal. (Quiz) My family is really into tent camping. I 

remember many good trips that we’ve had. 

When Carrie and I started out tent camping we had a very humble 2.5 person tent. 

 Set up tent 

 

Carrie, do you remember the time? We had some great adventures with this tent (once almost got lost in a California 

dessert). I’m also sure this tent ruined my back and makes my chiropractor a rich man.  

Today we have a much bigger tent that holds a nice queen size air mattress – but I have to say: No matter how nice a 

camping trip is, there always comes a time when I think: ‘You know, Markus, why are we doing this? We have a perfectly 

nice home, with running water, AC and electricity – why would we give it all up for this?’ 

 Is that true for other tent campers here too? 

 

I firmly have to say: After each camping trip, no matter how nice and adventuresome it was, I do look forward to coming 

home. 

 

2)  Coming home – what an image that is to connect with our scripture reading from 2 Corinthians today.  
1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens. – 2 Corinthians 5:1 

It’s a pretty neat comparison the Apostle Paul is using here, comparing our current bodies and lives with a tent and our 

future eternal bodies and lives with a house.  

Current bodies & lives = perishable tent 

Future bodies & lives = eternal building 

Maybe this comparison is a little too dualistic for you, but I have to say: this comparison works for me. I don’t feel Paul is 

suggesting that my body and my life here are bad or don’t matter. In the same way as tents are awesome, so are our 

earthly lives – for a while that is! But like tents, our earthly lives are not meant to be eternal dwelling places – our eternal 

home is somewhere else. 

I know this is a tough statement to throw at you. I understand that we live in a time in which we naturally focus so much 

more on this life that we empirically experience. There was a time in history when we probably over-emphasized our 

eternal homes and left many issues of this life uncared for.  

Like when a monarch said: don’t complain that you’re poor and enslaved by me, you’ll be rich and free when you 

 get to heaven… 

This is not what Paul is promoting here. His message is that our earthly lives/tents matter!  

Our earthly lives/tents matter… 

Our bodies, our relationships, the quality of life we live – it all matters immensely. The New Testament is not suggesting 

that our tent-bodies are irrelevant. Sometimes Paul is mistakenly understood that way because ancient Greek philosophy 

went that route – but Paul’s theology, let alone the New Testament of the Bible – are not Greek philosophy. They are 

God’s Word to us: Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life… 

 

- These words tells us that our bodies are good because good created them good 

- These words tell us that life on this planet is a gift because God created it good.  

- These words tell us that the lives that we live on this planet have purpose. 



 

 But these words also tell us that our bodies and our lives are not eternal. 

Our earthly lives/tents matter… 

… but they are not eternal! 

In this world and in this life we are not invincible, we are rather fragile. The pandemic that has visited us for the last 15 

month is one great reminder of it. Our bodies can easily get sick, age does a number on all our bodies and even our 

minds/souls can get really, really sick.  

Do you the Apostle Paul is making the tent vs. eternal home comparison to rub it in? Nope, he doesn’t, he keeps things 

positive. Check it out: 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by 

day. 2 Corinthians 4:16 

Do you hear the hope and the encouragement in this? Do you hear how we are encouraged to not get too ‘bent out of 

shape’ over our easily bent out of shape tent-bodies and -lives?!  

Maybe we should all be a little bit more patient and more loving with each other as we consider that we’re all living 

vulnerable tent-camping lives. Maybe we should all follow Paul’s example and use our strength to encourage each other 

while we live tent-lives and while we wait until God’s new and eternal world begins. 

 

2) Here is my question for you:  

Do you believe that hoping (and longing) for God’s new world makes a difference for how you live today? 

If you are like me and find that tent camping is so much fun because it doesn’t last forever then maybe you can relate. It 

makes a difference to me going tent camping when I know that in a few days I will be back home again with a shower, a 

stove that doesn’t get knocked over by wind, and a bed that kisses my back!  

Contrary to my home in Peach Tree Ln Appleton I don’t know what my eternal home with God will be like – but I trust 

those words that tell me it’s going to be good. This trust makes all the difference for my life.  

When I hear the NT tell me that my future home is with God I can live a lot more free now. I do not have to compulsively 

accumulate toys and a legacy in my campground here because I understand that it’s all temporary.  

Trusting that my enteral home is with God frees me to live differently now: 

I am encouraged to freely give of myself, to grow in grace and patience with others on the campground because these 

things have an eternal value.  

Life now is not about turning my tent site into a fortress that is better than that of my neighbor, but it’s about getting to 

know my neighbors in the other tents, figuring out how I can be the best neighbor to them because one day I may have to 

spend an eternity with them in God’s eternal building. 

Trusting that my enteral home is with God frees me to live differently now: 

To the glory of God and as an encouragement to others. 

This to me is what it means to increase in grace to the glory of God (V.15). God invites all of us to make the most of our 

lives here and to give glory to God who offers me salvation from selfishness and hell through the blood of his son. 

Friends, I believe that our current society suffers from a very tragic confusion – I myself suffer from it because I’m part of 

this society: 

We are confused because we think that this life is all there is to live. And so we become compulsive about getting the 

most out of this life for ourselves.  

God tells us it isn’t that way: There is so much more to come – a home that is not temporary but for good.  

I don’t think anyone of us will ever make it there if we make our current life only about ourselves and those we like. In 

Jesus Christ God has shown us what tent camping/ aka living in this world is really like: it means to be willing to suffer 

for others – it means to not give up on others even if their existence and lifestyle tortures you. It means to love to the very 

end. 

 

Who do you have to love these days that you’d rather give up on? 

 

Embrace your life as a tent camper, live for others and to the glory of God, and look forward that one day you will be in 

your true home. Amen. 

 

 

 


