
Sermon 05-30/31-2020 

“Time to give up” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Deuteronomy 16: 10&17 and 2 Corinthians 8: 1-5; 8f 
 

10 Then you shall keep the festival of weeks to the LORD your God, contributing a freewill offering in  

proportion to the blessing that you have received from the LORD your God… 

 17 all shall give as they are able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God that he has given you. 

 

We want you to know, brothers and sisters,[a] about the grace of God that has been granted to the churches of 

Macedonia; 2 for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a 

wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond 

their means, 4 begging us earnestly for the privilege[b] of sharing in this ministry to the saints— 5 and this, not merely as we 

expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us… 
8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others. 9 For you 

know the generous act[f] of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by 

his poverty you might become rich. 

 

It was a hot summer day when the Millers* were hiking up the steep mountain near Estes Park in the Rockies. 

The hike started nicely when it was still somewhat cool, but now it was getting closer to noon and the sun just 

beat down on the family. The kids were especially frustrated. “Are we there yet? We can’t walk anymore – 

nobody told us it was going to be that hot and steep – we give up, we’re done, let’s go back, who needs to see a 

boring summit cross anyway?” But mom and dad kept pushing: “We’re the Millers, we never ever give up.” 

And so they went, up the mountain, all the way, until they reached that boring summit cross… 

 
Have you been tempted to give up? Have you ever given up? Are you thinking about giving up about something 

right now? 

 

Would you agree that we see the phrase “giving up” for the very most part as something negative? The Oxford 

dictionary defines “giving up” this way: 

 To “cease making an effort; resign oneself to failure” 

That’s pretty negative, isn’t it? 

 

But today I want to make a case for giving up.  

 

Last weekend our nation commemorated Memorial Day. As you think about the fallen service men and women of 

our country, you may immediately think of a redeeming quality in giving up. Didn’t they give up their lives for a 

good purpose, the purpose to serve their country and its people – in many cases serving even people of other 

countries? 

 

When it comes to your faith - you may also think of “giving up” in a positive, literally redeeming aspect as well: 

Didn’t Jesus give himself up for us? Didn’t he give himself up into punishment so that we could live and have 

eternal life?  

Jesus did give himself up, and then God rose him up from the dead, and fifty days later God would give it up for the 

Holy Spirit to come and fill this world in a new and powerful way. 

 

Here is another positive way of giving up: Don’t we use this term when we want to encourage others to cheer for 

someone?  

“Ladies and gentlemen, give it up for … David Hasselhoff” 

 

Now, God really gave it up - all of heaven gave it up for when the Holy Spirit finally arrived in Jerusalem and lifted 

up the hearts of the faithful.  

If the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday was already a winner in the eyes of the unsuspecting disciples, 

Pentecost just brought it home. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28918a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28921b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28926f


And the best thing is: Pentecost 2000 years ago was not a one-time event. I mean, the specific day was of course a 

one-time event, but what happened there is something that is determined to be repeated all over the place and all over 

the timeline.  

 

God’s gift of the Holy Spirit is generous – it is a gift promised to each and every person who puts their full trust in 

Jesus.  

- It is a gift that you and I can ask for throughout our lives, whenever we are in those moments in which 

we want to give up and “cease making an effort” and want to “resign ourselves to failure.”  

- We can also ask for the HS when we need help to give up on something that is bad for us! (Soda, 

smoking,…) 

- The HS is a gift that you and I can ask for whenever we feel like we have to give it up for someone and 

do something good. 

 

The HS is an awesome gift for our lives… How do you feel we should respond to such a gift? Aren’t gifts meant to 

be responded to?  

 

 

Our scripture passages from today give us a strong hint. It’s yet another way to see “giving up” in a positive way: 

 

In the passage from the Old Testament the people of Israel are encouraged give up to God in response to his mercies: 

“all shall give as they are able” it said in Dtn 16:17. 

 

And in the NT reading we hear about an impoverished local church that was determined to give up some of the little 

they had for a good cause: 
2 for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth 

of generosity on their part. 

 

How do we respond to the gift of God’s Holy Spirit? We give… up! We literally give up to God in joy.  

We can give money and material gifts up to God as the Israelites were instructed – but we can also give up our 

joy up to God, we can give our commitment and prayers up to God – we can give encouragement of others up to God. 

 

There is so much we can give up to God! 

 

I wouldn’t call our church an impoverished church like the one in 2 Corinthians, but we sure are a church that is in 

affliction – every church in this world is in affliction right now as we are battling a pandemic that interferes with our 

live styles and with the lives of those who get sick, let alone the over 350,000 people that have died from it.  

In the midst of this tragedy I find joy & hope that our church - and many other churches - are not using this 

current affliction as a pretext to stop doing good. Instead they give up to God. We have given up a lot to God 

recently and I believe our giving up makes a difference. 

 

On this Pentecost weekend 2020, let us rejoice that this world belongs to God and God’s Spirit – and let us live in it 

that way. With God’s Holy Spirit let us strife for this world not to be held captive by the spirit of sickness, of 

unemployment, a crumbled economy, of death, racism, gossip, slander, violence, war, or defeat. 

 

Let us strife to conquer the bad kind of giving up that makes us wanting to quit and cease making an effort. Let’s not 

resign ourselves to failure. 

 

Let us strife to embrace the good kind of giving up. Let us give up our very best unto God which will transform this 

world. 

 

Thank you God for giving yourself up for us, for giving up your very best for us, and for inviting us to give up our 

very best to you. Amen. 


