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Sermon 05/26/27-2018 

The Dangers of Curiosity – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

John 3: 1-21 

 

Intro to scripture: 1) conv. betw. J & N 2) N a prominent relig. leader, a member of Jewish high council – 

a group not favorable tow. J 3) but N is curious about him, he seeks security of the night to seek J 

 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus[a] by night and 

said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these 

signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one 

can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”[b] 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can 

anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 

born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born 

of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.[c] 7 Do not 

be astonished that I said to you, ‘You[d] must be born from above.’[e]8 The wind[f] blows where it chooses, 

and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 

answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you[g] do not 

receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man.[h] 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.[i] 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life. 
17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe 

are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is 

the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because 

their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds 

may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 

their deeds have been done in God.”[j] 

 

Are you a curious person? Are you excited about learning new things? Would you 

drive your parents and teachers crazy because of your inquisitive mind? What is 

the level of your curiosity these days? Do you like to question old beliefs and 

things that don’t make sense to you? 

 

A pastor once said: “Never stop asking questions when it comes to your faith.” That 

is a good piece of advice – it helps us to grow. Do you ask questions when it comes 

to your faith – or are you rather content with the answers that you already got?  

 

The story of Nicodemus shows us how asking questions can be a dangerous thing 

because Jesus overwhelmed him with answers.  

 

Technically, Nicodemus didn’t start out asking a real question. Look at it in Verses 

1 and 2 (read). He seems to just be making a statement, right? But then it says 

“Jesus answered.” It kind of gives away that Nicodemus indeed came with a 

question in disguise. 

 

What was the question?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26113a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26114b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26117c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26118d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26118e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26119f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26122g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26124h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26126i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26132j
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Nicodemus came to Jesus at night, indicating that he wasn’t comfortable asking his 

question publicly during the day when Jesus was surrounded by people. Maybe he 

was embarrassed about his question. But for some reason he was so curious that he 

took the opportunity and sought Jesus out in the safety of the night. He wraps his 

question in a careful statement? He uses “we”-language to further hide his personal 

curiosity:  
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God.” 

 

Is his question maybe: “Jesus, can it really be that you are a teacher who has come 

from God?” 

 

Jesus does not hesitate delivering an answer; an answer that goes much deeper than 

anything Nicodemus expected to hear… 

 

Are there questions in your faith life that you are not quite comfortable to ask 

publicly?  

My guess is that most of us have and are wrestling with good questions – including 

the ones we are not comfortable to ask publicly. The Nicodemus story shows us 

that it is okay to ask questions in a safe way, for Nicodemus it was the night, for 

you it may be something else. 

But I think the Nicodemus story teaches us even more. It shows us not only 

how to be brave and ask good questions but also how to deal with the answers!  

 

Maybe that’s even the primary purpose of this story, to show us that questions lead 

to answers. When we ask questions shouldn’t we also search for answers and be 

willing to deal with them! 

 

Here is what I want to say: Asking good questions should not be an end in itself. 

This may sound a little heretical to you because we hear so often in religious 

contexts that we should focus on our questions and that is right. It is good to ask 

questions. But we should not get lost in them and that can happen quite easily. In 

my ministry I have encountered many situations where people got a little lost in the 

questions they asked – it’s painful to see that. But I have also encountered many 

people who overcame their lost-ness and found answers – that’s very rewarding. 

  

Would you be willing to let me tell you: Don’t just ask questions, be willing to find 

answers, ~ to listen to answers, ~ to accept answers? There is a difference between 

questioning everything and searching for something. When questioning becomes 

an end in itself we easily lose ourselves in cynicism – but questioning with the goal 

and readiness to receive answers brings us to new levels of understanding. We 

have to understand that the answers may take a long time to be found and our state 

of questioning may take a lot longer than we hoped for, but as long as we keep 

looking for answers and expect to find them, our time of questioning has a forward 

purpose. 
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Nicodemus does not have to wait very long for his answers. Jesus goes into full 

throttle of giving spiritual answers.  

 

First Jesus ignores the initial question of Nicodemus and instead talks about what it 

takes to receive and live with his answers: ‘One has to be born again, born from 

above.’  

The answers that Jesus gives require a complete re-orientation in life. One 

has to be born of water and the spirit to truly understand the answers about the 

divine motive for human life on earth.  

 

That’s a tough pill to swallow for Nicodemus. He is struggling with it – he is 

learned in the field of religion, been around religion for a long time, but the 

answers Jesus gives baffle him. He realizes: it was dangerous to be curious – this 

man gives me answers I was not ready for. 

And then it just gets better. Jesus goes into a deep explanation of what it 

means that he is from God – finally answering Nicodemus’s original question: 

 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life. 

 

How are you dealing with the answer Jesus gave? Does it do anything for you? 

Does it lead you to new understanding? 

 
17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him.  

 

It’s another answer Jesus gave and it’s a pretty cool one, isn’t it? I don’t know 

though if you have asked the question for it, Nicodemus certainly didn’t but this is 

where his curiosity led him: “God did not send Jesus to condemn the world…” 

21st century life does not seem to rotate a lot around the question whether 

our God is a condemning or a saving God. You might be more curious about the 

future of our polarized society, the state of your or someone else’s health, the state 

of war & peace in the world on this Memorial Day weekend, or the state of 

women’s rights in our country. 

 

Our curiosity brings us into different areas and I understand that sometimes we feel 

the main document of our faith, the Bible, doesn’t answer the questions we really 

have. 

But even we busy people of the 21st century who are worried about very 

different things compared to people living in occupied Israel can appreciate Jesus’ 

answer on salvation and condemnation. Because it is good to believe and live with 

a son of God who is not out to condemn but to save.  



Page 4 of 4 
 

It is good to have a savior who doesn’t hold back answers even when they 

are harsh: 

 
18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, 

because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the 

light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 

 
Are you ready to hear such an answer? Is it an answer to a question you would 

never ask? Maybe Nicodemus never asked it but Jesus felt it was important to use 

his initial curiosity to give this very answer.  

 

He wants us to know that in him there is light in this world and that if we choose to 

ignore his light we also ignore his salvation which is his prime motive for coming 

into this world.  

Salvation is something to be lived out, not to be possessed. Salvation brings us into 

a new relationship with God and with others – it makes compassion possible and 

loving ones neighbor and enemy a reality. 

 

Yes, dealing with Jesus’ answers can be a terrifying thing – but it is still so very 

worth dealing with. Nicodemus was transformed by Jesus’ answers. Two more 

times does the Gospel of John reports about his faith development and we seem to 

learn that over the time span of about three years Nicodemus warmed up to the 

answers he received. He did not get lost in his questions, he was found in the 

answers Jesus provided.  

 

Don’t get lost in your questions, seek answers, be ready to receive them – and over 

time, just like Nicodemus, start to cherish them. That is a curiosity that has aim and 

purpose. That is a questioning that leads to new horizons. 

May God bless you for every question you ask, and for every answer you are 

willing to wrap your heart and mind around. 

Amen. 


