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May Memory Verse: 
 

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. John 3:17 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN UP- MAY 1st AT 10:15AM 
 

Would you like to help our church neighborhood? Join the Concern and Action Ministry 

Team on Sunday, May 1st, in the parking lot after church, where each family, group, or 

individual will receive a route to walk and pick up trash on the sidewalk. Garbage bags and 

plastic gloves will be provided. Lots of routes to pick from, short or long! 

 

 

 

 

MAY 1ST AT 10:30AM - 2:00PM IN ASBURY LOUNGE 
Rev Bill Beaton, UMC Elder, a licensed counselor and supervisor for substance abuse, 

family, and individuals in Sheboygan. Rev. Beaton is a frequent speaker on self-care and 

recovery issues at the National Rural Institute on Drug and Alcohol Abuse held yearly 

here in Wisconsin for the past 30 plus years, and Advisor to the Anchor of Hope which 

is a recovery service focused on God's healing grace. 

His idea of recovery means the recovery in the image that is created to be. We need to 

recover in all life areas: mind, soul, and heart. All people have bad habits, stress, and 

problems such as overeating, not praying enough, loneliness, alcohol, drugs, etc. His 

teaching helps people recover their original selves based upon spiritual and 

practical way. 

Register by calling/emailing the church office (920-734-2677 or 

 office@appfumc.org ) or on our website appfumc.org. 

 
 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
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PASTOR PONDERINGS MAY 2022 

 

Getting Ready for my Renewal Leave 

 

The tickets are purchased, the trips are planned, and a rough outline of the goals for my 

three month renewal leave from June through August this year are shaping up. 

 

I will spend the majority of my renewal leave in Germany. My boys Hans and Owen will be 

with me for the first couple of weeks with the goal to expose them more to their German 

heritage and family. My wife Carrie will join us in August and take the boys back to 

Wisconsin while I will stay a few more weeks until the end of my leave. 

 

The focus of my time of renewal will be threefold. 1) I look forward to some physical, 

mental, and spiritual renewal and rest. 2) I will be intentional about fostering relationships 

with family, colleagues, and friends in Germany. 3) And I will do a research project on the 

juxtaposing movements of pietism and the time-period of the enlightenment in church 

history and how both influence and shape our modern perception of the Christian faith. 

 

Please keep me in your prayers, especially as both the pandemic and the devastating war in 

Ukraine give my plans a certain level of uncertainty. I know First Church to be in good 

hands and am excited for you to have meaningful summer. The staff and ministry groups 

have wonderful events planned and we have great preachers lined up: Pastor Dave, Pastor 

Hae-Jeong, Pastor Graham West, Pastor Don Andrews and my father in law, Pastor Larry 

Kreps, along with two of our wonderful lay servants, Denise Anderson and Michelle Kilgas, 

will fill the pulpit. 

 

May the Lord bless you and fill your hearts as we have 5 great weeks left in ministry 

together before I leave. 

 

Truly yours,  

 
 

 

Pastor Markus 

 

            
 
 
 

 

 

 

                                          

CHURCH RECORDS 
 
 

Deaths:  
 

 02/21/2022 Barbara Mueller 

 04/04/2022 Donna Olson 

 04/14/2022 Gilbert Mueller 

 04/16/2022 Paul Reinhold 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Make sure to register for WNL Plus Classes! 

Starting May 4th! See page 13 for more info! 
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May is a natural month to have many highlights – not like holy week and Easter, but highlights still. We have 

Mother’s Day, our annual Pentecost Concert and various ministry celebrations such as graduation, acolyte 

installation, third grade Bibles and a befriender commissioning. In the midst, before, behind and above it all is our 

Lord who holds the affairs of our lives and his church in his loving and mighty hands. May we encounter the 

Holy One as we worship together. 

 

 

 

 

 May 2022 Preaching Plan 

 

 

 
 

April 30/May1 – Communion, 3rd grade Bible, Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: John 3:14-17 

Theme: Eternal Life  

 

May 7/8 – Pastor Hae-Jeong preaching, Mother’s Day, befriender installation 

Text: John 14:16-17, 26 

Theme: Mother God 

 

May 14/15 – Pastor Markus preaching, acolyte installation, graduation recognition  

Text: Galatians 6:9-10  

Theme: Perseverance 

 

May 21/22  

Saturday: Debbie Tidwell preaching 

Sunday: Pentecost Concert, Text: John 7:37-39 

 

May 28/29 – Memorial Day weekend, Pastor Markus preaching (last time before 3 month renewal leave!) 

Text: Mark 6:30-32 

Theme: Earthly and Eternal Rest 

 

  

 
 
     

Preaching Plan
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Lectio Divina 

 

Hi friends,  
 

I want to share one of the spiritual practices about how we meditate on the word of God. It is called 

Lectio Divina. It is a practice used for Scripture reading and prayer with hundreds of years-long 

tradition in monastery. In recent days, it has been gaining popularity among Protestant Christians. 

While the Catholic Church had gone through corruptions of the middle ages and reformation, a 

monastic tradition kept precious spiritual practices. Lectio Divina is one of them.  
 

The term roughly translates to "divine reading." Lectio Divina is not meant as an academic study of 

the Bible but as a communion with God. I wish you apply this method for your devotion time with 

the scripture. The practice consists of four parts:  
 

Lectio: First, you read a passage of scripture. This reading is meant to be 

intentional and slow. Most people will read the focus passage several 

times.  

Meditatio: Next, meditates on the scripture. It means that you ponder over the 

passage, seeking to hear from the Holy Spirit. You do not analyze the 

scripture but do attempt to view it from various perspectives. 

Oratio: This step consists of prayer. After reading and meditating on the 

passage, you bring it to God in prayer.  

Contemplatio: The Lectio Divina process concludes with contemplation. It is a 

listening or restful prayer. You seek to sit in God's presence with His Word 

still fresh on the mind.  
 

If our hearts are not set on God entirely, there is a possibility that we hear what you want to hear. 

We might have that confusing phase while engaging the word of God. Still, it is a beneficial 

discipline that we slow down the reading of the word of God to spend time with God. Open your 

heart, invite the Holy Spirit, and trust that the Holy Spirit will lead the reading. Psalm 46:10 says, 

"Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth!"  
 

When we genuinely contemplate God's word and seek to be in His presence, He speaks to us. Only 

through God's Word and the Holy Spirit do we know the truth, and we are therefore set free.  
 

Grace and wisdom 

 

 
Pastor Hae-Jeong 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

   

Make sure to check out all of our Adult Christian Education Classes on page 12! 
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              MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

 

The Mission Ministry Team has chosen the Teen Parent Program with Family Services of Northeast Wisconsin as the 

Mission of the Month for May. Family Services offers programs that support people during the challenges and 

transitions in their lives. The Teen Parent Program is designed to meet the unique needs of parents ages 13-21. They 

offer encouragement, strength, and support to young parents through specialized parents as teachers, home visitations, 

mentoring, monthly support, and play groups. Each service is focused on providing family education and promoting 

positive parenting techniques in efforts to prevent child abuse, promote school preparedness, enhance family stability, 

and improve children’s health. 
 

Their summer wish list include: Crafts or activities for parents to do with their children up to age three, pajamas 

newborn to 3T (up to 5T), swim suits newborn to 3T (up to 5T), sunscreen for babies, tampons for moms, adult 

hygiene products, baby and toddler hygiene products. 
 

Items that are in HIGH demand include: baby bottles & nipples, baby wipes, baby wash, sippy cups, swaddle blankets, 

pack-n-plays, high chairs, bus passes, gas gift cards, grocery store gift cards, etc. Please see full list on the Mission of 

the Month board near the Asbury Lounge. 
 

They are always in need of safety products: baby gates, bath mats, outlet covers, bath temperature toys, smoke detectors, 

fire extinguishers, etc. Please see full list on the Mission of the Month board near the Asbury Lounge. 
 

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please send check to the church office and indicate “May M.O.M.” in the 

memo line. Monetary donations will be used to purchase requested items. All donations can be placed in the M.O.M. 

wooden box in the hallway by the Wesley Room. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Are you looking for ways to live out your faith by serving those in need in our local 

community? Does your employer offer time-off to participate in volunteer activities?  

Each month First Church will provide opportunities for anyone to participate in 

hands-on volunteering opportunities throughout our local community.   
 

On April 5 we had a couple of volunteers from First Church helping at Ruby’s Pantry food distribution at First English 

Lutheran Church.  First Church volunteers offered up prayers to those in need in our community.  
 

On April 22, at least 13 volunteers from First Church sorted donated items at Jake’s Network of Hope.  These donated 

items are available to local non-profits (including First Church!) for a small sharing fee to support Jake’s mission.  A triple 

benefit: less material in landfills, savings for non-profits, and dollars to support Jake’s mission. 
 

Upcoming opportunities include Pillars Adult Shelter as well as the continuing opportunity with Ruby’s Pantry. 
 

Pillars Adult Shelter provides overnight shelter to adults experiencing homelessness in our community.  On an average 

night about 55 adults are provided a hearty meal and a warm, dry place to sleep.  On Thursday, May 26 at 2pm we will 

prepare a meal at the First Church kitchen and deliver it to the Pillars Adult Shelter.  We’ll need about 6 people to prepare 

and deliver the meal.  We need 4 people to prepare a dessert at home and drop it off at church.  We’ll also need about 6 

people (sometimes the meal preparers) to be at the Pillars shelter at 5:15 to serve the meal.  Click [here] or go to our 

church website appfumc.org to sign-up to volunteer on May 26.  Sign-up deadline is May 19. 
 

Opportunities to volunteer for Ruby’s Pantry will be the first Tuesday of each month at First English Lutheran Church.  

Ruby’s Pantry provides food items for a very low price to several hundred people at the FEL site.  The next Pantry date is 

Tuesday, April 5.  All volunteers for Ruby’s Pantry need to register at https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer. Be 

sure to enter Appleton, WI as your primary location, and indicate that you are part of the First United Methodist Church 

group, with Donna Frick as Contact Person.  The volunteer coordinator from First English will be in contact to confirm 

your participation 
 

If you have any questions about these, or other Hands-On Ministry opportunities, please contact Richard Dodge at 

(920) 216-6842, randpdodge@gmail.com or  

Donna Frick at (920) 470-8584, dfrick47@new.rr.com  

https://www.appfumc.org/pillars_adult_shelter
https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer
mailto:randpdodge@gmail.com
mailto:dfrick47@new.rr.com
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May is a time of celebration! We celebrate Mothers and Mother figures, confirmands, graduates, new Acolytes, children in 

Pioneer Club and our national Memorial Day. Much of our celebration will center on family and friends. Love is what binds 

us together. In John 15:5, Jesus told his disciples, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you 

will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” This reminds us that our lives are intertwined with His and that it is 

His grace that flows through our lives, helping us grow. It is the same with our relationships. We are connected to each other 

in mutual relationships of love and support. It is my prayer that during this month of celebration, we remember to continue 

nourishing our relationships with one another- especially our families! 

To parents, teachers and volunteers, I would like to thank you for your faithful commitment to the children at First Church. 

Parents, thank you for bringing your children to Sunday School and Pioneer Club! Teachers and volunteers, thank you for 

your dedication and hard work! God’s Word went out and our ministry to the children continued. It is our responsibility to 

build tomorrow’s church. May God help us to raise children that know Him and His Word well! 

May will be very busy with numerous activities planned in Children’s Ministry. VBS is just around the corner as well! We 

have so many blessings to be grateful for and I look forward to seeing many of you soon! 
 

God Bless! 
 

 Miss Debbie 
 

 

 

 GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH YOUR BIBLE CLASS 
 

All 3rd and 4th graders are invited to attend our special 

Bible class that will held during regular Sunday School 

time, May 1, May 8, May 15 and May 22. Bibles will be 

presented to all 3rd graders on May 1 during the Worship 

Service. 4th graders should have received their Bibles last 

year. If not, please contact the church office or Miss 

Debbie. One parent is encouraged to attend the class with 

your child. This has been an annual tradition at First 

Church and we are so excited that we can resume it 

again! Contact Miss Debbie if you have any questions. 

 

IT’S ALMOST HERE!!! 

ARE YOU REGISTERED? 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 6- 10   9A- NOON 

REGISTER ON OUR CHURCH 

WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG 

   
 
 

    

 

 

-SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS - 
 

May 1- Paul is Changed 

May 8- Paul Escapes with Help 

May 15- Paul and Timothy 

May 22- Last day of Sunday School! Paul and Silas in Prison 

 

CHILDREN & FAMILY 

MINISTRIES 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS GRADES K-5 
 

 

May 4-  6:30-7:30 p.m. 

May 11- 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

May 18- 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

May 25- Dinner and Award Ceremony 

 6:00-7:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

ACOLYTE INSTALLATION 
 

All new Acolytes will be installed on  

May 15 during the Worship Service.  

A special celebration will follow for all 

Acolytes following Sunday School the same 

day! Contact Miss Debbie or Miss Shelley if 

you have any questions. 

 

MOTHER’S CHAT GROUP 
 

Mom’s, let’s chat! Wednesday, May 18, Room 224 will be 

reserved for us at the church. Bring a plate of dinner from 

the Fellowship Hall or bring your own dinner. Children are 

welcome to eat with us. The room opens at 5:00. We’re all 

invited to worship at 6:00 and back to the room for child- 

free conversations when they go to Pioneer Club. Hope to 

see you!  ~Pastor Carrie 

Mother is a verb. It’s something you do. 

Not just who you are. 
– Cheryl Lacey Donavan 

As a Mother, my job is to take care of the possible 
and trust God with the impossible. - Ruth Bell 

Graham 

 

https://appfumc.org/vbs_2022
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2022 BUDGET UPDATE AS OF MARCH 31, 2022 
 

The general donations for the month of March were $3595 below budget.  This puts overall income for the year about 

$10,000 below budget.  Fortunately expenses for March were under budget by $4,000.  As staffing is back to full expense, 

this is mostly due to limited spending by committees and groups.   Overall we have spent $20,000 less than we have taken 

in through March.   Thank you for your continued support! 
 

 

Total Income      March $81,745        Year to Date  $242,570 

Budgeted Income     March $83,673        Year to Date $252,440 

Total Expenses  $76,698       Year to Date  $222,637 
 

 

New VANCO 
Mobile Giving 

App! 

The Give+ mobile giving app has been updated with the new Vanco Mobile!  

The new app makes it easy to give right from your phone!  Simply download 

the Vanco Mobile app for free from the App Store or Google Play.  Search for 

our church name, or enter this code: 6ML4PX and from there you can make a 

one-time donation or set up recurring giving!   Contact the church office with 

any questions! 
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Please consider signing up to sponsor flowers 

on the altar.  Flowers brighten our worship 

experience and are a beautiful way for you to 

celebrate moments in your lives, honor loved 

ones, or simply to honor how much God 

loves us.  The chart is located on the board 

just outside of the kitchen door.  Flowers are 

$30 and you can take them after the 9:00am 

service to enjoy at home.  All we ask is that 

you return the clean vase to church when the 

flowers fade.  Sign up today!   

 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP AND YOU 
 

Can you believe that May is here already?  It will soon be summer and many of you 

are already planning on opening your cabins soon, and planning those summer get-

a-ways.  We at First Church understand. Having a cabin and getting away is 

exciting and a fun way to enjoy the summer.  But we want you to know that we 

miss seeing you during the summer. Would it be possible for you to join us in 

person maybe once a month? It would be fun to be able to find out what you have 

been doing and you can find out firsthand what we have been doing here at Church. 

Of course we will still be having our services on our YouTube Channel. The best 

part of that is even if you have spotty Wi-Fi, YouTube is easily seen on your phone.  

But as I said, we miss you being here in person. We miss you smiles and laughter 

when we don’t see you all summer.  

Think about this a bit and don’t forget about our Wednesday evening services the 

third Wednesday of the month during the summer. 

Mary Ann Wepfer 

Lay Leader 

 

SOAR Fox Cities was once again delighted to be the 

recipient of our congregation's love.  As our March Mission 

of the Month you lovingly gave:  82 games, toys and fidgets; 

26 foil baking dishes and 3 expensive kitchen items from 

their wish list.  These were purchased with the monetary 

gifts along with 18 books and 800 condiment cups and 4 

specific more expensive games they were hoping for. Also 

donated were many reams of copy paper, 8 balls, and lots of 

duct tape!  FUMC Appleton gives in so many ways, being 

the loving hands and feet of Jesus.  Keep up the good works! 

         ~ Your Mission Ministry Team. 

 

SUMMER WALK IN CHOIR   
 

This summer, we will have three walk-in choirs, one in June, one in 

July, and one is August. Will you join us? On June 15, we will gather 

following the Wednesday night service in the chapel to rehearse and 

again in the sanctuary at 8:15 on Sunday, June 19 to rehearse. Then 

we will sing for the 9:00 service. You only need to make one of the 

rehearsals, although you are welcome at both. As the newsletter goes 

to print, the song is yet undetermined, but you’ll want to join the 

group. It's such a joy to share music with others! Call or email 

Matthew at the church, if you can, so we can have enough music. 
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Creating a space where youth in Grades 6-12 will be excited to           

engage in conversations about Faith.         

 

  

Middle School: Sisseton  

May 11 @ 6:30 pm 

In the Youth Lounge 
 

High School: Nashville  

May 18 @ 6:30 pm 

In the Youth Lounge 

First Church will celebrate ALL of our 

Graduates during Worship on May 15!  

 

Graduates are asked to please                       

record a 10 second video clip in landscape 

mode with the following:  

Name, school, and future plans and send to 

Brian Stahl (920-840-5075) by May 10. 

FINAL Wednesday Night Youth 
Group of the School Year is May 4! 

Finding God in Pixar Movies! 
6:30-7:30 pm 

  

  

  

  

  
The Rite of Confirmation Celebrated on April 24 

Please welcome the newest members of First Church 

Jack Anzelmo, Jack Bartel, Olivia Bartel,                        

Nevaeh Higgins, Brady Janssen, Greta Melzl,                 

Kaitlin Nagy, Raeff Reynebeau, and Carol Tegge.  
  

YOUTH MISSION TRIP MEETINGS 

FOR PARTICIPANTS & PARENTS 
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  These pictures are from March’s Hands On Ministry 

volunteer team at Feeding America. They packaged 

over 600 pounds of cereal (fruit loops), and were a 

little loopy when done! Teehee!  

 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse 

Sale 

Held the weekend of 

Art in the Park, Saturday/Sunday, July 23rd/24th, 2022 
 

The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) Team will again hold their annual Jewelry, Scarf 

and Purse Sale during Art in the Park. This is a good time to set aside and donate any 

gently used jewelry, scarves and purses as you do your spring cleaning. Money 

raised from this fund raiser will help support our mission endeavors. We will begin 

collecting jewelry, scarves and purses the beginning of May and will have marked 

containers by the church office for you to drop off items. Contact the church office if 

you need items picked up. Thanks for your continued support!!! 

Drop off your gently 

used purses, scarves 

and jewelry in the 

bins near the church 

office! 
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Phoebe Circle will be holding its annual Potluck Salad Luncheon on Saturday, May 7th, gathering at 11:30 in 

Fellowship Hall, lunch noonish. You may bring a salad (meat, vegetable, fruit) OR a dessert.  All women of the 

church are invited to attend and we encourage you to invite a friend.  If you would like, dress in your fanciest 

clothes/hats/gloves to celebrate luncheons of the past.  Please call Ellen Roe (734-7302) or Bonnie LeClair (739-6944) 

to let us know you are coming so we have enough tables set.  There will be entertainment following!  We look forward 

to seeing you there. 

~Ellen Roe and Bonnie LeClair    

 

 

VIM PLANT SALE! 
Plant drop off: May 20 noon-5 

            Plant Sale: May 21 9am -7pm 
                                May 22 9am - noon 

 

The Volunteers In Mission (VIM)  will be having our annual Plant Sale once again this year in the church 

gym.   There are two ways to support our sale: You can donate plants or you can come to the sale to 

beautify your own garden. You pay what you feel is correct. If you have any questions about the sale, 

please contact the church office. We would love to know ahead of time if you will be donating plants. We 

are happy to provide assistance to anyone not able to dig themselves. 

~Thank you from the VIM Team 

 

Sunday, May 8th 
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Sign up through the You Can Count On Me weekly bulletin insert, on the church website (appfumc.org)  

or through the office 920-734-2677 or office@appfumc.org.  
 

PRAYER MEETINGS WITH PASTOR HAE-JEONG 

Mondays at 6pm via Zoom. What a privilege that we can pray to God! When two or three gather together,  

God said I will be with you. If you can pray as God wants us, you will own what God owns. Let’s find joy in prayer  

and see the miracles that God works in our lives. Please note that the 2nd Monday of the month- the prayer meeting will  

be at 7pm.  
 

TUESDAY BEATITUDES BOOK STUDY 

Tuesdays through May 31 1:00-2:30pm via Zoom 

“Let The Beatitudes Be My Attitude In You- Begin the Quest” By Marlin J. Harris. Join Lynn Herge as we learn about 

The Beatitudes, a supremely challenging journey, requiring significant sacrifice of earthly nature and great emptying of 

self. The grand reward is total saturation in God’s spirit and living life as Jesus did upon this earth. Experience the 

Beatitudes in all their richness. Book is available on Amazon new or used and other sites- please purchase on your own. 
 

BASICS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH by David Jeremiah (Turning Point Ministries) 

Tuesday evenings starting May 31st for 12 weeks (6pm-7pm).  Study guide is available – please register by May 20th 

You are invited to spend an evening learning more about the foundational truths of God’s Word.  If you are new to the 

faith, questioning your faith, or looking to renew your understanding of the Christian faith, we will spend the summer 

exploring different topics and what the Bible says about them.  Basics of the Christian Faith is for the seasoned believer 

and new convert alike - whoever wishes to learn the central truths that comprise faith. Learn about salvation, eternal 

security, baptism, prayer, and more through this study guide that is based upon Scripture. Through studying these basics, 

our faith will be revitalized. This series will have useful information for discipleship and for encouraging new believers. 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY  

Wednesdays through May 11 - 11:15am-12:30pm in Asbury Lounge 

Join facilitators Kathi West and Cynthia Whitely as we study “Upper Room” Experiences. We will get together to listen 

for God’s encouragement and guidance, using the scripture, meditation, and prayer from the Upper Room Devotional to 

inform our conversation. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to nurture our individual faith together with others. BYOB 

(Bring Your Own Bible - or use one available in the lounge). The Upper Room devotional materials for each meeting will 

be provided.  
 

INDELIBLE PARENTING: KEYS TO A LASTING IMPRESSION, Bob Bunn 

Wednesday evenings starting May 11th for 4 weeks -6:30pm-7:30pm Study guide is available. 

You are invited to join fellow parents for a 4-session Bible study that leads parents through the biblical principles of 

spiritual leadership found in Deuteronomy 6 - a key passage for identifying and understanding that truth.  Includes 

devotions and “Family Time” plans to help parents put ideas into action at home using concepts that are considered as a 

family together each week. Each session includes an introduction, an application emphasis, three devotions for reflection, 

articles, and a “what’s coming next” preview of the next session. 
 

LECTIO DIVINA (Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon) Wednesdays at 6:00pm in the church library 

Lectio Divina will helps us to slow down with the scripture and to be still before the Lord. It will be a very practical 

method when you engage with the word in your daily devotion. When we truly contemplate God's word and seek to be in 

His presence, He speaks to us. It is only through God's Word and the Holy Spirit that we know the truth and are therefore 

set free. (May 4, 11, and 18- class will run from 6:30p-7:30p) 
 

THURSDAY MEN’S NOON STUDY 

Thursdays through May 19 Noon-1p in Asbury Lounge 

Bible study on the Resurrection. Join Pastor Markus as we study what Christ wants us to know about the resurrection. 
  

“SHORT STORIES BY JESUS, THE ENIGMATIC PARABLES OF A CONTROVERSIAL RABBI” (Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon) 

 Thursdays, May 12th - June 23th at 6pm, in Asbury Lounge 

Jesus was a skilled storyteller and perceptive teacher who used parables from everyday life to effectively convey his 

message and meaning. Life in first-century Palestine was very different from our world today. In this wise, entertaining, 

and educational book, Amy-Jill Levine offers a fresh, timely reinterpretation of Jesus’ narratives. She interprets these 

moving stories for the contemporary reader, showing how the parables are not just about Jesus, but are also about us— 

and when read rightly, still challenge and provoke us two thousand years later. 

 

http://www.appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
mailto:office@appfumc.org
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WNL Plus! 

May 4, 11, & 18 
 

5:00pm Dinner 
----- 

6:00pm Devotion 
---- 

6:30pm Classes/Rehearsals 

 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE PLUS ON MAY 4th, 11TH, 18th
 - CLASSES 

 

GENTLE FLOW YOGA (4pm-5pm) (May 4th- no class, but will have add’l class on May 25th)  

Experience a gently paced yoga with focus on breath, strength, alignment, flexibility, and balance. Suitable for 

beginners and those with some experience.  Use of a chair is available to aid in proper alignment of the yoga 

poses.  Mat required. Instructor is Barb Welsh, certified through the Himalayan Institute, has 15 years of 

teaching yoga experience. 
 

WHAT ABOUT THAT RESURRECTION? (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

A three week Bible study on the legendary chapter 15 in 1 Corinthians where the Apostle Paul goes into the ins 

and outs of the Christian belief in a resurrection from the dead. Join Pastor Markus in the Sanctuary. 
 

UPPER ROOM Bible Study (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

Join us to experience the “Upper Room” daily devotional. We will receive encouragement from God and each 

other as we dive into the shared experiences of the writers and the references to Scripture. We will pray together, 

and share and reflect on what we have learned. You will receive your own copy of The Upper Room to take 

home and continue your time with God. Please bring your Bible and an eager heart to hear from God. You may 

pick up a copy of The Upper Room in one of the racks by the office or near the Welcome Desk, if you wish to. 
 

VBS PREPARATION Group (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

Have you ever visited the Southwest and loved seeing the desert and mesas? Come and join us as we prepare 

decorations such as cactus, tumbleweeds and so much more! Come and enjoy fellowship as we prepare for 

another spectacular VBS! You don't have to be an artist to help, just be willing to have fun! 
 

GARDENING Tips and Tricks…Dig in and Flourish! (6:30pm-7:30pm) 
Alert… all gardeners or “wanna be gardeners”! Take advantage of three wonderful WNL Plus opportunities to 

learn from very experienced Outagamie County Master Gardeners.  Enjoy lecture style presentations to inspire 

you this gardening season.  
 

May 4:  Create a Beautiful Flower Container-Thrillers, Fillers, & Spillers 

Learn tips from Master Gardener Holly Boettcher on selecting the perfect plants at the garden center so you 

can design a beautiful flower container for the entrance of your home or any place special. Holly has been a 

Master Gardener since 2009 when her yard was featured in the Fox Cities Garden Walk.  Along with her 

husband, Tom, Holly founded and built Whistler's Knoll - A Vineyard with Character in the Hortonville area.   
 

May 11th:  Secrets of Successful Fruit and Vegetable Gardening 

Learn tips from beginning to final product to help achieve the garden you want from Lucy Valitchka, a 

Master Gardener since 2005.  Lucy is the Volunteer Coordinator for the Friends of the Scheig Center 

Gardens at Appleton’s Memorial Park plus is involved with many gardening related groups both locally and 

statewide.  
 

May 18th:  All About Composting-Garden Waste is not Waste but a Resource 

Learn tips shared by Tom Wentzel, a Master Gardener since 2007. He will share how to take advantage of a 

natural process – plant decay.  It is easy to do and doesn’t take much time or effort.  The product of 

composting is “black gold” which improves soil but, contrary to popular belief, is not a fertilizer.  Tom says, 

“My composting efforts were never successful until I learned a few basics.  Now, nothing from my garden 

goes to the garbage.”  
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Feb 17, 2022 (Appleton, WI) Mark Richey, age 16, of Neenah, Wisconsin, has earned the  

Boy Scouts of America Eagle Scout Award.  A junior at Xavier High School, Mark Richey  

is the son of Jon and Martha Richey. 

A member of Troop 2 sponsored by First United Methodist Church and led by Scoutmaster Ron Litsheim, Mark Richey 

is one of about 3 percent of all Boy Scouts who attain the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Each Eagle Scout must earn at least 21 merit badges, show leadership and successfully plan and supervise an Eagle 

Service Project.  This service project demonstrates a Scout’s capacity and willingness to exert his leadership ability in 

activities that are constructive and worthwhile in his community.  In spring/summer 2021, to aid local fire and rescue 

teams as they work to locate hikers in need of assistance, Mark Richey chose to raise funds to purchase distance marker 

signs and to organize and lead the installation of those distance marker signs on the Lime Kiln hiking trail at High Cliff 

State Park. 

In addition to Scouts, Mark Richey has been actively engaged in tennis, horse riding,  

and concert and marching band as a student at Xavier High School. 

Troop 6002, the girls BSA Troop at FUMC, needs a 

location to store the troop trailer. Anything within 

five miles of the church would work.  It does not 

need to be a covered location. 

If you have or know of a space to store the troop 

trailer, please contact Jason Fetting at 920-915-6055. 

 

 

FIRST CHURCH MEN’S SOFTBALL TEAM 
 

All men are invited to join our softball team. We play Wednesday nights at 

Appleton Memorial Park starting May 11th. If you would like to join the team, 

contact Paul LeClair (920) 427-6285 or Mike Stormer (920) 915-5029. 

TROOP 2 NEWS 
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We need your help! The box is filled almost daily and certainly is appreciated by our homeless/less fortunate persons 

in the neighborhood. Donations of canned goods- should all be flip top, please. The items that clear out the fastest are: 
 

Cans of spaghetti/meatballs; macaroni & meat  Tuna pouches 

Small cans of beans/wieners    Boxes w/crackers and chicken/tuna/ham 

Microwaveable single-serving soups   Single serving cereal boxes 

Individual sausage sticks     Individual jerky 

Vienna sausages      Fruit and applesauce containers 

Sardines       Puddings 

Snacks (protein bars, crackers/cheese, candy, etc.) Juices 

Wash cloths/soap in zip lock baggies 

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation please drop it off in the offering basket or  

church office- clearly marked for Blessing Box. Thank you. 
 

Besides the food items needed for the Blessing Box, please consider:  small personal hygiene products 

BLESSING BOX 

Please place donations in the collection 

closet by Wesley Room 

 
 

A GriefShare grief recovery series and support group meets 

here at First Church on Tuesdays from 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

through June 21st.  GriefShare features nationally 

recognized experts on grief recovery topics. Seminar 

sessions include “Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of 

Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” and “Guilt 

and Anger.” 

Due to Covid, our class will be limited in size to maintain 

CDC recommendations and pre-registration is 

REQUIRED.  Call now to reserve your place in the class. 

Please feel free to contact Phyllis Freeman at (920)574-

2859 if you have any questions or would like more 

information. There is no cost for our GriefShare program. 

 

 

THINK SPRING WITH SCRIP! 

 

Are you starting to think about those Spring projects?  Scrip carries in-stock cards for places like Fleet Farm, Menard’s, 

Home Depot, and Lowe’s!  Looking for gifts for confirmation, graduation, Mother’s day, or Father’s Day?    We have you 

covered with cards to Culver’s, Target, Starbucks and even Amazon!  Of course we always have cards for your everyday 

gas, groceries and dining.  Maybe you don’t write checks and prefer to do it all online?  You can purchase ecards, order 

physical cards and reload gift cards through the mobile app RaiseRight.  Just go to your app store, download the RaiseRight 

app, and sign up using the Enrollment Code BD4E7AC639651.  Then begin shopping!   Stop by the Scrip table on 

Saturday night in the Conference room before worship or on Sunday after worship service in the Fellowship Hall to 

purchase or ask any questions.  Remember your purchases support the church without costing you anything!  Hope to see 

you soon! 

 

TAI CHI  

with José Concepción 

Wednesdays in May 6:30-7:30pm 
 

Join José, who is certified by the Tai Chi for Health 

Institute. Tai Chi is a moving mediation practiced 

mostly for stress reduction, strength and balance. Tai 

Chi strengthens the natural connections between the 

body and mind’s muscular connections, and helps 

breathing and circulation.  

Sign up on the church website appfumc.org 

https://appfumc.org/wednesday_tai_chi
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HEALTH WEEKEND 
 
 

First Church provides a free blood pressure check and glucose 

screening by trained professionals the fourth weekend of each 

month.  On Saturdays we can be found in the Conference Room at 

6:15 p.m. and on Sundays are found in the Wesley Room after 

service. Just stop in, no appointment is needed. See you May 28/29! 

 

MEMORIALS MINISTRY TEAM 
 

The Memorials Ministry Team would appreciate your feedback on a proposed church project.  If you are not familiar 

with the Memorials Ministry Team, it is made up of church members who seek to discern the best uses for funds that are 

donated to FUMC by friends and family of a deceased member.  Often, the family will designate a proposed use for the 

gifts, but for those gifts that are undesignated, the Memorials Team is charged with approving a use, taking the family’s 

wishes into consideration.  On-going programs include mission trip scholarships, college scholarships, landscaping, 

library needs, technology aids, gifts to enhance the building, and many others.  A proposal has been made to build a 

“Memorial Wall” onto which plaques could be attached to honor loved ones. The tentative plan would be to extend the 

present patio in the courtyard toward the north wall, building a brick or cement wall in front of the air conditioning units.  

Plaques could be purchased to mount on the wall to honor loved ones. Before proceeding any further with planning, the 

Trustees and the Memorials Team would like to learn how many church members are in favor of the idea.  Please note 

whether you have an interest by checking the appropriate box on the “You Can Count on Me” sheet during the month of 

May.  By indicating you are interested, you are not obligating yourself to take part.  If enough people express an interest, 

planning will continue and details will be shared as the project progresses.   If you have questions, please contact Margit 

Williams, the Memorials Team Chair, at 715-966-1058 or almargwilliams@gmail.com .  Thank you for your feedback. 

First Church thanks you for your donations to 

Ukraine- UMCOR!  To date we have collected 

$5, 630 towards the Ukraine- UMCOR. 

 

We also are holding a monthly prayer vigil for 

Ukraine. See page 18 for more information. 

DON’T FORGET TO JOIN THE NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN UP ON 

MAY 1st AT 10:15AM! 

mailto:almargwilliams@gmail.com
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A glimpse of Easter at First Church 

Women’s 

Retreat 2022 

at Pine Lake 
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OUR BEFRIENDER MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As Befrienders we believe that caring is an essential part of the church ministry.  Reaching out to those who are 

experiencing hardships, tragedy, death, illness, or isolation creates meaningful relationships. Our role is to be a friend – 

someone who listens, reassures, and attends to others when they are in need.  We recognize that sometimes when we reach 

out to others, we might face situations that seem beyond our understanding.  At those times, if we treat the person we are 

helping with dignity, use the knowledge we have gained from personal stories and practical tips, and trust in the healing 

power of Jesus Christ, we will generate a spirit of goodwill and hospitality.  We are an extension of the church community.  

We believe in the power of Jesus Christ and the power of prayer in times of distress.   
 

Our Befriender team is very excited to announce the commissioning on May 7 and 8 of the following new members to our 

ministry: 

Terry Anderson           Deb Cross         Pam Dodge         Margaret Idlas 
 

As Befrienders we offer prayers during communion and after some church services, provide communion to members, 

assist with hospital visitation and visit one-on-one with those needing a friend.  We want to share your joys and concerns. 

We practice strict confidentiality.  Please contact the church office or Bruce Brooks if you would like to meet with a  

Befriender.   

 
 

Jackie Booher, Befriender 

 

 

 

The Befriender Ministry is available for anyone 

who may need extra support and spiritual care.  

One way to reach out to the Befrienders is to 

contact bcbrooks55@gmail.com  
Bruce Brooks 

Befriender Visitation/Referral Coordinator. 

 

MONTHLY PRAYER VIGIL FOR UKRAINE 

 

Thank you, friends! Thank you for participating the prayer vigil 

on the 4th of April. Many friends participated in the prayer; almost 

all of the time slots were filled by faithful friends. It was very 

special that we were able to connect together as a church, as well 

as with the brothers and sisters in Ukraine in spirit and heart, and 

also in the Holy Spirit. The war is continuing; I believe that we 

need to continue the prayer vigil once a month. Please join the 

prayer vigil for Ukraine. The next prayer vigil date is May 9th. 

Please register on the church website. And see the power of prayer 

that changes the world; it will also transform our spirit. 
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THOUGHTS (RAMBLINGS) FROM THE MUSIC OFFICE: 

 

THANK YOU FOR THE HOLY WEEK MUSIC 
 

Thank you to all the musicians for their outstanding musical presentations during our Holy Week Services this year. From 

Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday, the many positive comments received all focused on how your musical activities 

ministered to the soul and aided in creating a Celebration of Christ’s resurrection.  The hard work and energy which went 

into the preparation and presentation of your musical gifts are greatly appreciated by all who were able to hear and 

experience it. 

 

PENTECOST CONCERT DURING WORSHIP ON MAY 22 
 

We are excited to share music from all of the First United Methodist Church member ensembles on Sunday, May 22, as 

part of the worship service. My hope is that you will then join us following the service to cake and a recognition 

celebration in the Fellowship Hall following the worship service and musical selections. 
 

You will be able to hear A1 Brass, Bass Clef, Gabriel’s Brass, Grace, the Sanctuary Choir, the Sonshine Singers, and the 

Wesley Handbell Choir each share at least one selection with you during the service, as well as an excellent sermon from 

Pastor Markus. We will also have a guest violinist and cellist who have begun teaching lessons here at the church. Our 

ensembles are so excited to be able to share their musical gifts with each of you.   
 

~ Matthew 

 

 

 

 

   

 

NEWEST INTERNS 

 

You have probably seen two new faces in the Grace and the Sanctuary choir since January and wondered who they 

are. Lexie Henkel and Sarah Ruiz, both students at Lawrence, agreed to be part of our choral intern program here at 

First United Methodist Church and have become very dedicated to our music program. Here is a bio and photo of 

each:  

 

Lexie Henkel is a freshman vocal performance and physics major at Lawrence University.  She is 

currently a part of the Cantala women’s choir at Lawrence and will be interning with the choirs here at 

FUMC.  She has been involved with music services at her home church, including directing the church 

choir, accompanying, and singing.  At her home church, she also volunteered as a Jr. Core Member for 

the middle school religious education program, serving as a leader and role model for younger 

students.  Lexie is very excited to be a part of the choir at FUMC!   

 

 

Sarah Ruiz is a freshman Vocal Performance and Environmental Science major studying at Lawrence 

University, and will be interning with the choirs. She has sung for her home church before, and 

recorded hymns for distribution. Additionally, Sarah has toured Italy and Australia with two choirs, as 

well as received multiple Gold Awards at the annual national choral competition in New Zealand, The 

Big Sing. She is very excited to be serving and making music at FUMC.  
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 325 E Franklin St. 

Appleton, WI 54911 

  

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com      
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Jim Van Horn  jimwinnebago@gmail.com 
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org   
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 

 Rev. Dr. Hae-Jeong Yoon HJyoon@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com     
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children & Family Ministries: 
 Debbie Tidwell Dtidwell@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music and Worship Ministries: 

 Dr. Matthew Harden MHarden@appfumc.org  
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net    
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com     
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   
  

Office Manager: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
  

Office Assistant: 

 Pam Chitek PamC@appfumc.org  
 

Nursery Coordinator:   
  Holly Doughty  Holly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens and Doug Herge 
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 COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. 

SATURDAYS AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

LIVE-STREAMED SERVICES CAN BE WATCHED ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL (APPLETON FUMC) 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

ON  

VIMEO FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG   

AND ON 

 FACEBOOK 

 

 OFFICE PHONE 920-734-2677      FAX NUMBER 920-882-1461    

WEBSITE  WWW.APPFUMC.ORG  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL?   

E-MAIL OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG  WITH THAT REQUEST. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK –  

APPLETON: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCAPPLETON 
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