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PASTOR PONDERINGS MAY 2021 

 

PREPARING FOR TWO WONDERFUL NEW MEMBERS OF  

OUR FIRST CHURCH STAFF 
 

 

Friends, I can’t describe how much excitement there is in my heart about the 

arrival of two new members of our church and staff family. Matthew Harden, our 

new Music and Worship Director, will begin his ministry very soon in the 

beginning of May. And then, later in June, Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon will move to 

Appleton, ready to begin her ministry in July. It’s been a long time of waiting for 

us as a church to fill the positions of Pastor of Discipleship and Worship 

Director. Please join me in praying for Matthew and Hae-Jeong as they transition 

into life here in Appleton. 

 

I also want to give thanks for the ministries of PJ Uhazie and Jack Murphy. They 

were an absolute godsend as they helped our music and worship ministry 

navigate through the challenging times of this pandemic after Bob Butler’s 

retirement of June in 2021. We will use May as a transition month for them to 

work with Matthew in our music and worship ministry. On May 23, when we 

commemorate Pentecost through music, we will have an opportunity to celebrate 

Jack and PJ’s ministry with us in person at the 9:00am service. 
 

 

Blessings, 

 

 
 

Pastor Markus 

 

 

                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYJ7owzGP6uYKhiYfXDzvEw
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We’ve had a spectacular April in terms of worship ministry here at First Church, but I have to 

say: I’m looking at the plans for May and they just as exciting! There will be baptisms, there 

will be 3rd grade Bible presentations and Mother’s Day, there will be a hello to our new Music 

and Worship Director and heartfelt good bye to our interim music directors, and… there will be 

a musical Pentecost!  

This month we will also transition to livestreaming our Sunday services which means that 

everyone will be part of the same service now. 

 

 

May 2 – Communion 

Theme: Beginnings and Ends 

Text: Revelation 1:4-8 

 

May 9 – Mother’s Day 

Theme: Heavenly Worship 

Text: Revelation 5: 11-14 

 

May 16 – Third Grade Bibles presentation 

Theme: God’s future – it’s gonna be great! 

Text: Revelation 21:1-6 

 

May 23 – Musical Pentecost, good bye PJ and Jack 

Theme: To be a child of God 

Text: Romans 8:14-17 

 

May 30 – Denise Anderson preaching 

Theme: Nicodemus and being born again 

Text: John 3:1-17 

 
 
    

Preaching Plan

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND WORSHIP! 

 

On behalf of the SPRC, we are pleased to announce that Matthew Harden has accepted the position of Director of 

Music and Worship. Matthew has a deep background of Choral and Orchestral education. He received his Ph.D. In 

Choral/Music Education emphasis from the University of Missouri. He has conducted all around the United States 

as well as abroad. 
  
Matthew and his wife Shellie currently live in Colorado Springs. They have 3 adult children, two sons and a 

daughter. He is the son of a Methodist minister and has three brothers Mark, Luke and John and a 

sister…...Bridget! 
  
Matthew is planning to start on May 1, 2021. Please help us welcome Matthew Harden! 
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  A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW PASTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Appleton UMC, 
 

Greetings! 
 

A couple of days ago, Pastor Markus asked me to introduce myself a little to the first UMC family by writing my “call 

story”. So now, I imagine you and your church with my tender heart. Very soon, I will be one of you, and Appleton UMC 

will be my church, too. It is a truly amazing thing that we, Christians, meet, love, learn and grow together into the purity 

of the heart of Christ. And we will walk awhile in our wilderness journey together, holding hands. We will, together, 

contemplate how to bring our God's amazing Kingdom into my life, and into our lives, into our place, and into the heart of 

others who desperately need our wonderful Daddy.  
 

We confess God's sovereign power in our lives. Yes, it was true. I always dreamt a dream of a becoming a professor. 

When I closed my eyes as a child, I always saw a vision of books piled next to me and that I would be devouring those 

books, hungrily. However, God led me to the path of a becoming pastor, which I had never dreamt of as being my life’s 

journey. Here is the first story that I want to share about how I met the church and church community as a child.  
 

I grew up in a non-Christian family. When I was thirteen years old, I heard a church bell sound from a church on the hill. 

It touched my heart deeply; it sounded like, "Come! Come!" So, I went to the church and knocked on the big church door. 

The door opened, and a pastor asked me why I came there. I wasn't prepared to answer. The words just came out of my 

mouth. "Do you need a musician? I can play the piano. If you need any extra musicians, I want to be a volunteer for the 

church." The pastor smiled big and said, "Oh! God sent you to us. We do not have any musicians for our worship service. 

Please help us. We were looking for a person who can play the piano!"  
 

And the next week, I became the worship musician. Immediately, I dedicated myself to God by promising to participate in 

the early morning prayer meeting that started at 5 am, for one month long. (All Korean churches have a morning prayer 

meeting at 5 am. It is a tradition.) I had to get up at 4:20 am, prepared myself, walked about 20 minutes long through the 

dark woods to get to the church. There were only two people that early - the pastor and me. I promised to dedicate myself 

to God every day. How my father and mother responded to the girl who slipped away every early morning before dawn in 

the wintertime, and how I responded to my parents was another story. 
 

At that time, I did not know why I vowed before God. I could not see myself becoming a pastor at all. At that time, there 

were no women pastors in Korea. I knew one thing - that I loved God tremendously, which I couldn't explain at all, either. 

When I look back at the first calling, I could understand a little more about what has happened at that time through a 

theological reflection.   
 

According to the word of John Wesley, the founder of our United Methodist Church, it was the prevenient Grace. Have 

your heard of the important words Grace of God? And Prevenient Grace? The definition is the Grace of God that visits 

and invites people to the love of God before people know God. I thought at first that it was 'my' mysteriously hidden 

passion. No. It was not mine; it was God's passion for me! Oh… how God loved me! And you!  
 

I forgot my vow and dedication towards God while going through the challenging, competitive education system in 

Korean Culture. My parents wanted me to be a pianist, which was quite a common thing in Asian culture. I had a passion 

in my heart, but I didn't know the direction of it. My soul was always restless. To find a place of rest, I pursued my 

academic career in Germany. I finished my studies with a Ph.D. in Musicology. The year I finished my degree, I once 

again received the calling of the Lord. I saw God in a vision and heard God say, "Serve me with all your being."  
 

I remember at that moment how my restless heart rested for the first time and the burden that pressed on my shoulders my 

whole life long just fell away. I knew my intended path in my soul very clearly. That was the way. There was no other 

way. I followed the calling through challenges and hardships because I could not live my life in any other way.  
 

Now, I am preparing for my time of transition from California to Wisconsin. My heart is filled with calm joy and 

anticipation for what God has prepared for us in the Appleton church. I can feel that my heart is getting ready for this 

destined transition.  
 

 Grace and peace,  
 

 Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 
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The Mission Ministry Team has chosen the Teen Parent Program with Family Services of Northeast Wisconsin as the 

Mission of the Month for May.  

 

Family Services offers programs that support people during the challenges and transitions in their lives. The Teen Parent 

Program is designed to meet the unique needs of parents ages 13-21. They offer encouragement, strength, and support to 

young parents through specialized parents as teachers, home visitations, mentoring, monthly support, and play groups. Each 

service is focused on providing family education and promoting positive parenting techniques in efforts to prevent child 

abuse, promote school preparedness, enhance family stability, and improve children’s health. 

 

Their summer wish list include: Crafts or activities for parents to do with their children up to age three, pajamas newborn to 

3T (up to 5T), swim suits newborn to 3T (up to 5T), sunscreen for babies, tampons for moms, adult hygiene products, baby 

and toddler hygiene products. 

 

Items that are in HIGH demand include: baby bottles & nipples, baby wipes, baby wash, sippy cups, swaddle blankets, 

pack-n-plays, high chairs, bus passes, gas gift cards, grocery store gift cards, etc. Please see full list on the Mission of the 

Month board near the Asbury Lounge. 

 

They are always in need of safety products: baby gates, bath mats, outlet covers, bath temperature toys, etc. Please see full 

list on the Mission of the Month board near the Asbury Lounge. 

 

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please send check to the church office and indicate “May M.O.M.” in the memo 

line. Monetary donations will be used to purchase requested items. 

 

All donations can be placed in the M.O.M. wooden box in the hallway by the Wesley Room. Thank you for your continued 

support to the many organizations right here in our community. 

From Janelle 

LaViolette: 

 

Thank you for the 

outpouring of 

prayers, get well 

wishes and cards I 

received following my 

right hip replacement 

on February 3rd.   

Much appreciated, 

Janelle 

The Mission Ministry Team would like to thank all who donated to the 

Mission of the Month in March.  SOAR Fox Cities was the grateful 

recipient of 2256 donated items.  They were blessed to receive such an 

abundance and variety of things; from disposable food service items to 

art supplies and small toys to be used as prizes, socks, pencils, 

disinfectant wipes, band aids, tissues and many other items.  SOAR Fox 

Cities was so excited to receive these gifts of love. The congregation of 

FUMC Appleton continues to bless the community we live in through 

generous giving.   

Thank you! 

Thank You!! 

THANK YOU!!! 
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Sunday School  
 

Join us for in-person Sunday School and Kidz Konnection classes! All children 3 years old – 5th grade are 
invited to join us Sunday mornings at 9:00 in room 314 for an in-person class. Please make sure your 
parents sign you up when the register for church.  
Kidz Konnection is for children in Kindergarten – 5th grade. We will meet Wednesday evenings from 6-
6:30 in room 314. Come join us for some fun fellowship, engaging Bible history, and to fine tune your 
bible skillz!  
We will still be offering our online classes for those families that aren’t ready yet to meet 
in-person. Either way you join we are excited to have you! 
 

Hi Boys and Girls! 
It is May! I love this month. The weather will definitely become warmer and the days longer! 
We will be heading into summer shortly. How are you spending you last days of spring? Our 
last day of Sunday School will be May 23.  Summer Sunday School begins June 6 in-person 
only. Kidz Konnection will run until Wednesday May 19.  If you are able, we would love for 
you to join us for some amazing and fun bible lessons with your friends!  
God’s blessings,  
Ms. Christine 

 

VBS KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE 
 

Save the date for VBS Knights of North Castle 2021! We are so 
excited to be looking ahead and planning this annual event! 
Although we are prepared to change if needed, we pray that 
our event can take place as it normally has.  

VBS will take place July 26-30 from 9am-noon. Registration 
and volunteer signups are online at www.appfumc.org  on 

our Children’s Ministry page! 

Third Grade Bible Presentation 

 
Join us at 9:00 May 16 for our Third-Grade Bible Presentation! If your 
child would like their bible and you are not comfortable returning to 
church, please contact Christine Ladewig to schedule a time to have 
your child’s bible delivered to your home.  Please note that we will 
not offer Getting to Know Your Bible classes until the fall. 

http://www.appfumc.org/
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GRIEFSHARE SEMINAR AND SUPPORT GROUP 

 

A new GriefShare series will be starting on TUESDAY, MAY 18th, from 1:00-3:00 pm for thirteen weeks.  

GriefShare is a program specifically for those grieving the death of a family member or friend.  There is a different 

topic and video presentation each week.  All classes observe the requirements of the CDC safety protocol  

pertaining to the Covid-19 pandemic, so masks are required and we will maintain social distancing.  There is no 

cost for GriefShare.   

If you are interested in more information or have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Phyllis Freeman 

at 574-2859.   

 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale 
END OF JULy 

 

 

The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) Team will again hold their 

annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale during Art in the Park. This 

is a good time to set aside and donate any gently used jewelry, 

scarves and purses as you do your spring cleaning. Money raised 

from this fund raiser will help support our mission endeavors. We 

will begin collecting jewelry, scarves and purses the beginning of 

May and will have marked containers by the church office for you 

to drop off items. Contact the church office if you need items 

picked up. Thanks for your continued support!!! 

 
 

The Capital Campaign started with a feasibility in 2016, and we are proud to say that it is coming 

to a close.   Now it is time to celebrate our projects and the wonderful generosity of our Church 

that allowed us to reach this milestone of completing every project on our original wish list. 

 

On May 16th, after the 9:00 service, we will be having a Celebration with self-guided tours.  

There will be members of the Board of Trustees as well as members of the Capital Campaign 

Committee ready to answer questions and point out the renovations and improvements to our 

Church.  

 

Please take a few minutes and walk through our Church; talk to the youth about how they like 

their new space, check out the new colors and new floor in the gym, and check out the  

new bright colors in the Sunday School wing.   There is much more to see so plan on  

spending awhile touring our building.  

 

Remember May 16th 10:00 a.m. we reveal our newly decorated and renovated Church  

building to everyone.   

 

Hope to see you there! 

Mary Ann Wepfer, Capital Campaign Chair and Jim Urbaniak, Trustees Chair 
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A huge THANK YOU to all who have donated food items to the Blessing Box!  The box is filled almost daily 

and certainly is appreciated by our homeless/less fortunate persons in the neighborhood as it is emptied almost 

daily!  We need your continued support.  The items that clear out the fastest are: 

 

Cans of spaghetti/meatballs; macaroni & meat  Tuna pouches 

Small cans of beans/wieners    Boxes w/crackers and chicken/tuna/ham 

Microwaveable single-serving soups   Single serving cereal boxes 

Individual sausage sticks    Individual jerky 

Vienna sausages     Fruit and applesauce containers 

Sardines      Puddings 

Snacks (protein bars, crackers/cheese, candy, etc.) Juices 

Wash cloths/soap in zip lock baggies 

 

Reminder:  All cans need to have pull tab tops.  Also, we don’t have space as a food pantry; therefore, food 

       items should be of the grab-and-go variety. 

BLESSING BOX 

 

 
 
It’s not that we have never live-streamed a church service before. Our mid-week Lenten services were all live-streamed, so 

was Easter, and so were our Wednesday Night Live Plus devotions in April. Many of you know all too well that we had quite 

a few glitches to overcome. We are so sorry that some of the broadcasts just didn’t work out well. Originally we were hoping 

that following Easter we can broadcast all of our services live – but we weren’t quite ready yet. So May 2nd it is! Here is what 

this means in a nutshell: 

 

- We will no longer have pre-recorded services. 

- All services will be broadcast live on Sunday at 9:00am on our church YouTube channel 

- Immediately following the live broadcast, a recording of that service will also be available for all who cannot watch live. 

 It will be available on the same YouTube channel. 

 

FAQs: 

HOW DO I FIND THE CHURCH’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL? 

- There are two ways:  

1) Go to our church website appfumc.org and click on “worship services,” then select “YouTube Channel.” 

2) Go directly to YouTube.com and type “Appleton FUMC” in the search bar. Then click on the image of our church 

 building. 

 

WILL I CONTINUE TO FIND SERVICES ON VIMEO? 

- Yes, but each new service will not be uploaded until the following Monday. 

 

WHAT IF I NORMALLY GO TO THE SATURDAY SERVICE? 

- We are so sorry, currently we do not have a Saturday service viewing option. We will add a Saturday service again as 

 soon as enough people are able to return to church. 

 

MORE QUESTIONS? Please reach out to your friendly friends in the church office! 

https://appfumc.org/
https://appfumc.org/httpsvimeocomappfumcvideos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYJ7owzGP6uYKhiYfXDzvEw
https://www.youtube.com/


9 | P a g e  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATING A SPACE WHERE YOUTH WILL BE EXCITED TO ENGAGE IN CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH.         

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION CELEBRATED! 

 
Please welcome the newest members of First Church 

 

Jaysen Alberts, Alex Anzelmo, Erin Breister, Megan Conway, Evan Elrod,  

Alex Fahrenkrug, Trenton Feucht, Payton Flanders, Nolan Henckel,  

Cloe Janousek, Jared Janssen, Paul Ladewig, Robert Ladewig, 

 Mackenzie Moderson, Alexia Nagy, Chase Parker, Lydia Pitsch, 

Allison Ruege, Grant Schmidt, Raegen Schwarz, Ryleigh Seghers,  

Anna Slocum, Ben Stahl,  

Lian Ulrey, and Matthew Wepfer 

  
  
  
  
  
  

2021 YOUTH MISSION TRIP MEETINGS 
  

Sisseton: May 5 @ 6:30 pm 
Arecibo: May 12 @ 6:30 pm 
Denver: May 19 @ 6:30 pm 

  

Being NEIGHBORS isn’t just about where we live but about how we love the people around us. 

First Church will celebrate our Graduates during 

Worship on May16!  Graduates are asked to please 

record a 10-15 second video clip in landscape mode 

with the following: Name, school, and future plans to 

Brian 920-840-5075 by May 10. 
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The Grace of Les Misérables 
 

Wednesdays 11:15-12:30 via ZOOM. (April 14-May 19).  

Author Rev. Matt Rawle explores six themes of grace, justice, 

poverty, revolution, love, and hope found in the characters in 

Victor Hugo’s novel.  Rawle draws parallels between the story 

and musical and our Christian calling, inspiring us to 

understand our faith and live it out in the world.   

Cynthia Whitely, facilitator. 

  
  

How to register? Go to our church website under the Adult Groups and Small 

Classes page or by calling the church office (920-734-2677). 

 

 

Women of the Word 

“Jonah” 
 

Mondays 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

(May 3-June 21, skipping Memorial Day) 

Facilitated by Sue Stehula, via ZOOM 

Women of the Word will study Jonah by Priscilla Shirer.  

Jonah’s life was interrupted, just like how our lives get 

interrupted.  However, when we see God’s action as divine 

intervention rather than life interruption, we begin to 

experience the significant life God has for us.  . 

“Learning to Walk 

in the Dark” 
 

Tuesdays 1:00-2:30 via ZOOM.  

(April 20-May 11) 

Author Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor 

challenges readers to consider how we can 

learn from the darkness, even though there is 

a tendency to associate all that is good with 

lightness and all that is evil and dangerous 

with darkness.   

Through darkness we can find  

courage, understand the world  

in new ways, feel God’s  

presence around us and grow.  

Various facilitators. 

Men’s and Women’s Thursday Noon Study 

“Be Strong…” 

Study on the Book of Joshua 
Thursday Noon Studies - Men’s (Noon- 12:45) and Women’s (12:45 p.m. – 1:30 

p.m.)  

The Biblical book of Joshua teaches how to be strong in many senses of the word. 

Men will be continuing their study of Joshua while Women begin the study.   

Both groups will be led by Pastor Markus. Via Zoom 

 

 

Sunday Bible Study  

“Read Through the Bible in a Year” 

This easy to follow study allows for 

connections between the Old and New 

Testament while enjoying reading the Bible 

with a group! Sunday, 10:15am via ZOOM 

THINKING AHEAD... 

ADULT CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION 

DISCIPLESHIP! 
 

Love to have your ideas of 

what could be planned for 

summer or next fall! 

Engaging book studies, 

enriching Bible studies, 

stimulating special activities 

or events?  What are your 

interests? 

Please share your ideas and 

if you can help with the 

planning or leadership of the 

activity or study. Let’s keep 

our mind, soul, heart and 

strength strong as we look 

forward to warm summer 

months and beyond!  Look 

forward to hearing from 

you...drop off your ideas at 

the church office, or email 

office@appfumc.org  

https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
mailto:office@appfumc.org
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  WNL Plus 

Tailgating fun! 
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Books in the Library of First Church 
 

In an earlier Connections we mentioned that Befrienders have donated several books 

to FUMC’s adult library.  You may wish to check one out to help you through a 

rough time, give you more information about a particular topic, or as a way of better 

understanding what a loved one is facing.  The following is a list of the donated 

books.  They will be in a special “Befrienders Books” section soon, but for now the 

most recently donated can be found with the “New Books” on the wall behind the 

desk, and the others on the shelves beneath the DVDs on that same wall. 

 

1. 100 Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by Heart, by Robert J. Morgan  220.52 MOR BEF 

2. Being Mortal:  Medicine and What Matters in the End, by Atul Gawande  362.17 GAW BEF 

3. Blessed Are the Crazy:  Breaking the Silence About Mental Illness, Family and Church   

 (The Young Clergy Women Project), by Sarah Griffith Lund  616.89 LUN BEF 

4. Cancer Now What?  Taking Action, Finding Hope, and Navigating the Journey Ahead,   

 by Kenneth C Haugk  616.9 HAU BEF 

5. Christian Caregiving:  A Way of Life, by Kenneth C. Haugk  248.5 HAU BEF 

6. Christian Caregiving:  A Way of Life:  Leader’s Guide, by Kenneth C. Haugk  253 HAU BEF 

7. Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart:  How to Relate to Those Who Are Suffering,   

 by Kenneth C. Haugk  248.86 HAU BEF 

8. On Living, by Kerry Egan  170.44 EGA BEF 

9. Talking to Depression:  Simple Ways to Connect When Someone in Your Life Is Depressed,  

 by Claudia J. Strauss  616.85 STR BEF 

10. Thoughtful Dementia Care:  Understanding the Dementia Experience,     

 by Jennifer Ghent-Fuller  616.83 GHE BEF 

11. Unwelcome Inheritance:  Break Your Family’s Cycle of Addictive Behaviors,    

 by Lisa Sue Woititz     613.8 WOI BEF 

12. Waiting With Gabriel:  Story of Cherishing a Baby’s Brief Life, by Amy Kuebelbeck  155.9 KUE BEF 

13. Wild Edge of Sorrow (The):  Rituals of Renewal and the Sacred Work of Grief,    

 by Francis Weller and Michael Lerner  155.9 WEL BEF 

 

We hope these and future donations will help address issues being faced by our friends in the church.    

Of course, we welcome your feedback, as well as suggestions for materials you feel might be useful. 

 

 

 

        Margit Williams, Befriender 

 

 

 

 
 

The Befriender Ministry is available for anyone who may 

need extra support and spiritual care.  One way to reach 

out to the Befrienders is to contact pschitek@gmail.com 

Pam Chitek,  Befriender Visitation/Referral Coordinator. 

mailto:pschitek@gmail.com
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VIM PLANT SALE 

 

Plant drop off: May 21 noon-5 

Sale: May 22 9-7 

May 23 9-noon 

 

Spring has been very kind to our gardens and it is so exciting to be bringing back our 

Annual Plant Sale. The sale will look just a bit different this year as we observe Covid 

safety standards. Please watch for signage as you come to the sale. 

There are 2 ways to support our sale this year: You can donate plants or you can come to 

the sale to beautify your own garden. You pay what you feel is correct. If you have any 

questions about the sale, please contact the church office. We would love to know ahead 

of time if you will be donating plants. We can provide assistance to anyone not able to 

dig themselves. 

Thank you from the VIM Team. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

First United Methodist’s very own Troop 6002 has their first Eagle Scout.  FUMC Chartered Troop 6002 when Scouts 

BSA allowed females to join in February 2019.  Troop 6002’s first Eagle Scout is Kaylee Kosik.  Kaylee completed her 

Eagle Board of Review on October 15, 2020 and will have her court of honor on April 10th.  Kaylee is a member of the 

inaugural class of female Eagle Scouts.  Kaylee earned 21 merit badges which include First Aid, Personal Management, 

Citizenship as some of the required merit badges to earn the rank of Eagle Scout. Kaylee also had to demonstrate 

leadership by leading a required service project.  Kaylee led a group of volunteers to make “non sew” feminine   hygiene 

bags that were donated to a homeless shelter.   

Kaylee is currently a sophomore at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh majoring in Recreational Management.  Kaylee 

has been active in scouting since the age of 14 when she was able to join Venture Crew 9221.  She attended the National 

Jamboree in 2017.  Kaylee also had the opportunity to attend Sea Base in the Bahamas and Philmont Scout Ranch while 

attending National Youth Leadership Experience. Once Kaylee heard that Boy Scouts of America was allowing females 

to join and could earn the rank of Eagle Scout she jumped at the opportunity.  Kaylee remains with Troop 6002 as an 

assistant scout master.  Kaylee also remains active with Venture Crew 9221 as the VP of Programs. She also serves as 

the VP of Programs for Central Region Area 1 Venturing Officers Association. 
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Are you looking for ways to live out your faith by serving those in need in our local community?  

Does your employer offer time-off to participate in volunteer activities?  Each month, First 

Church will provide opportunities for anyone to participate in hands-on volunteering 

opportunities throughout our local community.   

On March 25, twelve volunteers from First Church spent time sorting and repackaging 

approximately 2500 diapers!!  These are being distributed to diaper banks locally and across the 

country to reach families in need.  Great job everyone!! 

Upcoming opportunities include ST. JOSEPH’S FOOD PROGRAM and PILLARS ADULT SHELTER. 
 

St. Joseph Food Program provides food to about five hundred local families in need each week. 

Many more families are assisted through help St. Joe’s offers to other organizations.  On Monday, 

May 10 from 4-6 pm we will be Fighting Hunger and Sustaining Hope by sorting and packaging 

food for later distribution at St. Joe’s location at 1465 Opportunity Way in Menasha.  We’ll be 

able to have a group of up to 10 people.  Volunteers must be at least 12 years old.  Click [here] to 

sign-up to volunteer on May 10.  Sign-up deadline is May 1. 

 

Pillars Adult Shelter provides overnight shelter to adults experiencing homelessness in our 

community.  On an average night about 55 adults are provided a hearty meal and a warm, dry 

place to sleep.  On Saturday, June 26 at noon we will prepare a meal at the First Church kitchen. 

We will serve the evening meal from 5-7 pm to the residents at the Pillars Adult Shelter located at 

1928 W. College Ave.  We’ll need about 6 people to prepare and serve the meal.  We also need 4 

people to prepare a dessert at home and drop it off at church.  Click [here] to sign-up to volunteer 

on June 26 being sure to indicate how you want to serve.  Sign-up deadline is June 16. 

 

If you have any questions about these, or other Hands-On Ministry opportunities,  

please contact Richard Dodge at (920) 216-6842, randpdodge@gmail.com or  

Donna Frick at (920) 470-8584, dfrick47@new.rr.com 

CHURCH RECORDS 
 

Baptism: 
 

 4/11/2021 Everett Timothy Hoffman, son of  

   Timothy and Morgan Hoffman 

   

 

 

First Church is looking for Prayer Partners for  

Youth serving this summer on Mission Trips.   

If you would like to be part of this essential ministry, 

please contact Brian Stahl at bstahl@appfumc.org  or                 

920-840-5075 for more information. 

https://www.appfumc.org/handson_ministry_st_joseph_food_program
https://appfumc.org/handson_ministry_pillars_adult_shelter
mailto:PANDLDODGE@gmail.com
mailto:dfrick47@new.rr.com
mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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BUDGET UPDATE AS OF MARCH 31, 2021 

 

March was another good month at First Church with income $13,000 over budget.  Expenses continue to be low due to 

staff openings but fortunately that will be changing soon!   So overall First Church is financially in good shape.  It is hard 

to believe that it has been a full year now since we first had to make so many changes to the way we worship; but 

THANK YOU for the continued support that you have shown to the church!   Your support throughout these difficult 

times has been truly amazing! 

 
Total Income              March $95,862                 Year to Date  $255,535 

Budgeted Income       March $82,822                 Year to Date  $247,157 

Total Expenses           March $58,283                 Budgeted Expenses  $76,909 

 
 

 

 

HAPPY DINING WITH SCRIP 

 

The Scrip team is excited to tell you that we are back to in-person gift card distribution!   You will find Scrip in the 

Fellowship Hall at every worship service.  Also, we are excited to tell you of a new ‘Happy Dining’ gift card!   This 

$25 gift card is valid at Buffalo Wild Wings, Cheesecake Factory, Cracker Barrel, PF Chang’s, and Red Lobster!   

What an awesome gift - that will really make for some Happy Dining!  These cards are in-stock now and you can pick 

one up today!  Starting those Spring projects?   Scrip carries in-stock cards for places like Fleet Farm, Menard’s, 

Home Depot, Lowe’s and Amazon!  Of course we always have cards for your everyday gas, groceries and dining.  

Stop by the Fellowship Hall or continue to call the church office with your orders.  Remember your gift card purchases 

support the Church without any extra money out of your pocket!  
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COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. 

(PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE TO ATTEND) 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

ON  

VIMEO FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG  AND ON 

FACEBOOK 

 

LIVE-STREAMED SERVICES CAN BE WATCHED ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL (APPLETON FUMC) 

 

 OFFICE PHONE 920-734-2677      FAX NUMBER 920-882-1461    

WEBSITE  WWW.APPFUMC.ORG  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL?   

E-MAIL OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG WITH THAT REQUEST. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK –  

APPLETON: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCAPPLETON 

 

 

 

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com      
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com    
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org   
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com     
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org   
 

Director of Music and Worship: 

 Matthew Harden MHarden@appfumc.org  

Interim Directors of Music Ministries: 

 PJ Uhazie PJUhazie@appfumc.org    

 Jack Murphy JMurphy@appfumc.org    
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net    
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com     
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Kelci Page Kelci.m.page@Lawrence.edu  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org     

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org    
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens and Doug Herge 

https://appfumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYJ7owzGP6uYKhiYfXDzvEw
http://www.appfumc.org/
mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton
mailto:dwepfer@new.rr.com
mailto:stevespangenberg142@gmail.com
mailto:Mwegenast@appfumc.org
mailto:DLFarina71@hotmail.com
mailto:Bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:Cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:MHarden@appfumc.org
mailto:PJUhazie@appfumc.org
mailto:JMurphy@appfumc.org
mailto:Lkorth8285@att.net
mailto:nja9553@gmail.com
mailto:danny.schierl@gmail.com
mailto:Kelci.m.page@Lawrence.edu
mailto:Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
mailto:LHalley@appfumc.org
mailto:Amy@appfumc.org

