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“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet 
my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of 
peace be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you. 

                                       Isaiah 54:10  
 

 

DRIVE THRU PRAYER AND COMMUNION AT CHURCH 

Saturday, May 2nd 5:30pm - 6:15pm 

& 

Sunday, May 3rd 10:00am - 11:30am 

Meet Pastor Markus and Pastor Liz at the church portico. Bring your own bread 

and juice if you’d like to celebrate communion or just come to say ‘hi’ and have 

a prayer with a pastor. 

Pastors will wear masks and keep at 6ft distance from your car. Please do not 

leave your car. If you’re concerned about non-essential traffic, please connect 

your trip to church with another essential errand. 

 

Whether you have a computer, smart phone or  

just an old fashioned telephone:  

You can worship with us on Wednesday nights! 
 

You are invited to join us mid-week for our 15-ish minutes Wednesday Night Live 

Devotion via ZOOM where we can actually see each other. If you do not have a computer 

or camera option, please know that you can also call and listen to these devotions with a 

regular telephone. If you do not receive the weekly email with the access information, 

please contact the church office to receive the dial in instructions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All services and events are 

subject to cancel/change as 

we receive news on the 

Coronavirus. 

 

 

If you do not have access to 

the internet, would you 

please let us know?  

We would like to find other 

avenues for us to be in touch 

with you and share 

communication. 

 

 

If you are receiving this 

newsletter by USPS mail, but 

have an email, please let us 

know so we can get your 

email on file and  

send communication 

electronically. 

To create some extra fun and make sure you read this newsletter thoroughly  - we are 

asking you to find the following things in this issue of Connections: 1-shakey mountains, 

2- laughing rocks, 3- a jiggly salad, 4- ZOOMs (count how many), and 5- fluffy Grace.  

Please contact the church office when you have found all of them!  The first five people 

who have the correct answers will receive a special treat, are you game?!  Good luck!  

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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It is hard to make plans in these fast 

changing times, but it is fair to expect that 

each weekend you will find a freshly taped 

worship service on our web site by Saturday 

afternoon.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 

2020 

Pulpit  

Preview 
 

May 2020 Preaching Plan 
 

May 3rd, Markus 

Text: Luke 6:32-38a 

Theme: Judgementalism in Corona-times 
 

May 10th, Pastor Liz 

Text: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

Theme: Unexpected Cornerstones 
 

May 17th, Markus 

Text: Matthew 16:17-19 

Theme: Laughing stock and rocks 
 

May 24th, Markus 

Text: Jonah 1:1-3:3a(!) 

Theme: How God’s got this 
 

May 31st, Markus 

Text: Deuteronomy 16:10&17; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5&8f 

Theme: Time to give up 
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May 2020 Pastor Ponderings 
 

 

 

Too Much or Too Little Communication? 
 

Have you noticed that ever since the stay-home orders went into place you’ve been receiving a 

lot more emails? Paper mail on the other hand seems to have gone down. For me personally, 

going through email has become a much more time-intense activity and I find myself deleting 

lengthy mass emails much quicker than before. At the same time I rejoice every time I have the 

opportunity to communicate with individuals via email or phone, since it is the only person to 

person communication left.  
 

Our church’s communication has become more brief and to the point: Our weekend church 

services run typically for half an hour; our Wednesday night live devotion at 6pm is a sweet 15 

minutes; our Wednesday Night Life Plus classes are reduced to 30 minutes (vs. 1.5 hours 

before!). It’s not that we don’t have more to say (ha!), it’s out of consciousness that many of us 

spend a lot of time looking at screens already, and that paying attention is harder when you’re 

not personally present… 
 

I’m wondering: How have your communication patterns changed since these last couple of 

weeks? I want to encourage you to keep individual conversations going. Use the medium that 

fits you well (letters, phone calls, texts, emails …). And when you post on social media: cloth 

yourself with love! In times of much change and anxiety it is so easy to lose one’s cool and say 

things we later regret. I find myself doing that! And so I want to share the seasoned advice 

from the Apostle Paul, when he sent a letter to his church in Ephesus: 
 

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as 

fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. - Ephesians 4:29  
 

Truly yours and looking forward to hearing or reading from you, 

 

  
Pastor Markus 
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I have to admit, I saw the continuation of the Safer 

at Home order extension coming. As with many 

others, it led me to many sad feelings: the loss of 

not being able to celebrate my commissioning in 

June, losing an exciting vacation, more days spent 

alone in my house. I wonder how many of you are 

feeling those same sad feelings. It’s ok for us to 

acknowledge these feelings and to not brush them 

aside. We have to be careful though that they don’t 

overtake what joy we can find around us. 

Pastor Markus, the staff, and I are working very 

hard at creating many ways for us as a 

congregation, friends, and community to engage 

with one another, to feel each other’s presence, and 

to continue to be the faith community that is 

necessary right now. So, I want to remind you of 

how you can be engaged in the discipleship 

opportunities at First Church. 

Many of our volunteers have been working to make 

sure we have adult education opportunities and you 

will find those opportunities in this newsletter. We 

have created a Wednesday Night Live experience 

unlike anything we have ever done with an online 

devotional before breaking up into 30-minute 

groups. We post a weekend service for your 

watching every week to keep us all uplifted and 

looking to God at this time. We have equipped 

volunteers to call members, to share with the 

community how we are involved, and to be the 

light that God has created us to be. So, if you are 

feeling not as involved as you would like to be or 

exhausted from how much you have had to take on, 

I invite you to pray. Pray and ask God for direction, 

for support, for the contentment that you are not 

alone and that your church community is here with 

you. And, as always, let us know how you want to 

be involved, even if that means we pray for you. 
 

With God’s love, 

 

 

Pastor Liz  
     
 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Live Plus 
Wednesday Night Live Plus is had an excellent first half! The 

fun isn’t over though! We invite you, even if you haven’t joined 

us before, to join us for the last two weeks! Pastor Markus will 

be sharing another excellent German recipe and Pastor Liz will 

be talking about several of the United Methodist’s Social and 

Political Social Principles. Each week classes follow our 6:00 

p.m. Wednesday Night Live Devotion and will be over by 7:00 

p.m. You don’t even have to choose! Attend one class one week 

and the other the following week. Call the Church office (920-

734-2677) to receive the ZOOM link. 

 

Other Adult Education Opportunities 
While a few of our classes are mid-study, we do want to let you 

know of ZOOM classes that you can join at any time! Sign up for 

any of these by calling the church office at 920-734-2677. 

 

Study Group      

Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m., Led by: Various Facilitators 

To help alleviate the stresses of all that is going on, join the 

Tuesday Study Group as we listen to different podcasts and 

discuss them.  

  

Study Group      

Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Led by: Various 

Facilitators 

Join the Wednesday Study Group for time together in 

community with a focus on discussion of devotionals.   

  

Women’s “Noon” Study     

Thursdays, 1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m., Led by: Pastor Liz 

Join our women as they continue their study of the Gospel of 

John – “The Light in Our Lives: Seeing God in the Gospel of 

John.” We have only just begun learning about who Jesus really 

is!  

 

Men’s Noon Study 

Thursdays, Noon-1:00 p.m., Led by: Pastor Markus 

Join our men, via ZOOM, as they look at scripture and how it 

speaks to us. Conversation is always riveting and a great way to 

grow in your faith. 
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Shop Scrip from Home 
 

If you are sitting at home on your computer or phone all day, 

maybe now is the perfect time to sign up to purchase Scrip 

electronically! 

Just type www.MyScripWallet.com into the browser and you 

can log in using your ShopWithScrip account username and 

password.  If you haven’t set up an account yet, simply click on 

‘Create An Account’ and follow the set-up steps.  

The enrollment codes is   BD4E7AC639651.    

Purchase gift cards and load them right into your phone or 

computer - then use it to pay for your online shopping!   

Your purchases help support all the programs in Church with 

$10,000 a year - every purchase counts! 
 

 

 

It is sad to announce that the annual Salad 

Luncheon scheduled for May 9th has been canceled 

due to this Covid-19 pandemic.  It would be fun, 

however, if you pulled out your favorite salad 

recipe from Salad Luncheons of the past, make it, 

and take a picture!  Then forward the picture to 

Amy in the office and she will publish them at a 

later date.  We are looking forward to the Salad 

Luncheon in 2021! 

 

 

 

 

Scrapbooking Weekend 

How can we serve to serve? 

What better way than to have a 

Scrapbooking Weekend this 

fall at First Church?! Currently 

we are looking for those 

interested in being a part of a 

Leadership Team to set up this 

great event. The purpose of this 

event is to provide a space for 

people to scrapbook while 

donating proceeds to one of our 

great community organizations! 

Call the church office at  

920-734-2677 today! 

 

VIM Plant Sale 
 

Saturday, May 29th and Sunday, May 30th 
 

 

You can now put the Plant Sale on your calendar.  We will be holding it the weekend of May 29th.  We are still 

working out the details but it will definitely have a much different look this year.  First of all...it will be outside.   

Please keep us in mind as you are out in your gardens.  We ask that you pot your plants and stayed tuned as to 

when and where you can drop them off.  It will be great to see everyone, while practicing social distancing 

measures. 
 

 

VIM Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale Update 
 

Hello First Church! I hope this finds you doing well and staying safe. This 

is the time of year our Volunteer in Mission team asks you to donate any 

gently used jewelry, scarves and purses for our annual sale that takes place 

during Art in the Park the end of July. As you are doing your spring 

cleaning, continue to collect these items for the sale and set them aside. I 

have been monitoring the status of Art in the Park and so far it has not been 

rescheduled or cancelled. Thanks for your continued support of this fund 

raiser and I will keep you posted. Donna Frick, VIM Team Leader. 

 

http://www.myscripwallet.com/
mailto:amy@appfumc.org
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A Note from the Music Director…♫ 
 

I’m sure by now, it will come as no surprise to you that we have cancelled our Pentecost  

celebration with Dan Forrest’s Lux, which was to have been presented on May 17—my last  

official concert at First Church.  I was holding out hope that we would be able to find some way 

 to follow through and see this come to fruition, but the circumstances are truly beyond our control.  With the current 

safer-at-home order, there is no way for the choir to be able to gather for rehearsals or for the congregation to gather for 

the concert. I have no idea what the Lord’s plan is in relation to this event, but I do know that He is in control, and as we 

have said so many times in recent days, “God’s got this!” 

Once again, I am reminded of the words of King David in Psalm 27, words, which I have shared previously, but I would 

like to share again, “Teach me how to live, O Lord.  Lead me along the right path…I am confident I will see the Lord’s 

goodness while I am here in the land of the living.  Wait patiently for the Lord.  Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait 

patiently for the Lord.”  So, we wait for the Lord to teach us and show us what he has in store for us!  While we may not 

know what the future holds, we do know the One who holds the future, and that gives the comfort we need to get 

through these challenging days. 

In the meantime, if you have been missing the chance to make beautiful music together, then you might want to consider 

joining us on Tuesday evenings throughout May at 7:00 as PJ leads us in a virtual Hymn Sing via ZOOM. We had our 

first one this week.  It was great fun and enjoyed by all.  Please email the church office to have the ZOOM link sent to 

you.  And remember the words of the writer of I Thessalonians, “…give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 

will for you in Christ Jesus,” and along with the Psalmist, we proclaim “…let everything that has breath, praise the 

Lord.” 
 

Prayerfully, 
 

Bob Butler, Director of Music Ministries 

 

Hey Awesome Youth, 

 
 

 In times like these, it's easy to fall into a pit of anxiety and allow worry to rule over your  

thoughts. So what can we do?  I rely on Scripture. It is constant, invariable, and always there  

in time of need.  As we move forward together in these uncertain times, I lean on my faith.   

I truly believe that better days are ahead. Here these words from Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is confidence in 

what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”  

I have enjoyed seeing you virtually through our weekly ZOOM meetings.  If you have yet to join and would like 

to, please email me at bstahl@appfumc.org for an invite.  6th & 7th Grades meet Fridays at 4 pm, 8th Grade 

meets Wednesdays at 5:00 pm, 9th Grade meets Thursdays at 7 pm, and Jesus League meets on Wednesdays at 

7 pm.  I will ask a trivia question each week about the upcoming weekend’s online worship service. The first one 

to text me at 920-840-5075 with the correct answer will win lunch from the restaurant of your choice 

delivered to your home.  

First Church will celebrate our Graduates during Worship the weekend of May 16-17.  If you have a family 

member who is graduating from high school or any higher education institution please text a 10 second video 

clip in Landscape Mode by May 10 with the following information: Name, school, and future plans to me at  

920-840-5075. 

Finally, I am excited to share that First Church is offering a Youth Mission Trip to Denver, Colorado for Youth 

in grades 6-12.  The trip will be August 1-8 and the cost is $475 per person.  The outpouring of interest has 

been overwhelming.  We have currently filled all 30 spaces and a wait list has been started.   

Anyone interested in being added to the wait list should contact me. 

 #YouAreLoved #YouAreEnough 
 

Brian Stahl 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org


6 | P a g e  

 
 

 

 

 

7 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ZOOM with Kidz Konnection, Wednesday Evenings at 6:20 p.m. 
Join your friends for an hour of songs, Bible stories, sharing, and fun on Wednesday evenings for ZOOM 
with Kidz Konnection!  
Parents will receive the link on Wednesdays in an email. If you would like to join our class and don’t have 
a link please contact Ms. Christine to get it!  

Hello FUMC Kidz and families! 
 

How I miss our time together on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. I miss our chats, our 
games, making crafts and learning our lessons. I miss sharing snack with some of you, and 
hearing your stories, and I miss all of your artwork on our whiteboards! I pray every day that we 
can meet soon, and we can learn all about Jesus – together.  
So how are you being the hands and feet of Jesus? Now, more than ever, people need a reason 
to be hopeful and to smile! I would love to hear how you are putting a smile on someone’s face, 
how you are helping someone in need, or just showing kindness to someone!  
I want to invite you all to join our ZOOM class on Wednesday night. It is the one time a week that 
we can all be together to talk, catch up, and have a little fun!  Oh, and don’t forget that Sunday 
school is still going on, only the class is on Facebook. Details can be found below! 
God’s blessings to you all! 
 

Ms. Christine 

 

 

Sunday School 
On Facebook 

Join us every Sunday from the 
comfort of your home for a 
Bible story, video and activity!  
Our Facebook page can be 
found at FUMC Kidz/ Kidz 
Konnection. This is a public 
page and you do not need a 
Facebook account to view our 
page.  

 

Flat Jesus and Gracie 

Flat Jesus 
Did you receive your Flat 
Jesus yet? If not let Ms. 
Christine know and she 
will send one to you! Flat 
Jesus is a reminder that 
Jesus is always with us no 
matter what we are 
doing! How are you 
spending time with 
Jesus? We would love to 
see. Post your picture on 
our FUMC Kidz/ Kidz 
Konnection page or email 
to Ms. Christine!  

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCKidzKonnection/
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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The generosity of First Church never ceases to amaze!  This year for Easter services, despite not even 

being inside the building, First Church members and friends have already given $11,336; that is $3,000 

over budget and might even be a record! Thank you so much for your generous support during this unusual 

time.  Remember that 10% of the Easter offering will go to help those in need through the Appleton Area 

Schools.  Although things may be different, we are so blessed to be able to continue to worship together.   

 

 

Prayer is one of the greatest gifts one can give to another, but it also 

provides comfort and strength to those in need. This meaningful ministry 

is in its third year and we ask you for your continued support. Each day in 

2020 we want a member of our congregation praying for our pastors, staff, 

ministries, and members. We invite children, youth, and adults to sign up 

under Gift of Prayer for Our Church at www.appfumc.org 

If you have any questions or concerns, need suggestions on what to pray 

for, or would like to sign up for the Prayer Chain, please contact Allison 

Schottmuller at aschottmuller@new.rr.com or (920) 450-4387. 

 

God blessed us with a beautiful Sunday to work on the church grounds! As Mister Roger’s would 

say, “It was a beautiful day in the neighborhood!” Our crew was able to clean up all of the areas 

around the church and we filled almost 10 yard waste bags!!  

It was also great to connect 6 feet apart. A big thank you to my crew of Jeff and Shelby Knezel, 

Dave and Pam Chitek, Bill Schwandt, Cynthia Whitely, Barb Weller and Bonnie LeClair. We 

rocked it!  ~Donna Frick 
 

Pictured below from left-right: Pam Chitek, Bonnie LeClair, Bill Schwandt, Dave Chitek, Shelby 

Knezel, Jeff Knezel, and Donna Frick. (photo taken by Cynthia Whitely) 

 

 

http://www.appfumc.org/
mailto:aschottmuller@new.rr.com
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Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Kelci Page Kelci.m.page@Lawrence.edu 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com     
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   swessley37@gmail.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
For the duration of the Corona Virus Emergency 

Weekend Worship is streamed on Vimeo found on our website appfumc.org on Facebook 

Every Wednesday evening, 6:00 pm short reflection and prayers livestream via Zoom 

When Governor Evers and state health officials give clearance to resume normal gatherings,  

we will revert to our standard worship schedule, and look forward to seeing you all! 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Blessing Box 
 

First Church now has a Blessing Box. “What is a blessing box?” 

you might ask.  A Blessing Box is a small, often homemade 

structure where people leave donated goods for others to pick up 

anonymously. Located in a common area, people are filling 

them with items that will help those in need—everything from 

non-perishable food to toiletries. Our Blessing Box is located by 

the portico doors. We are using one of our big wooden 

collection boxes.  If you are wondering about what items you 

might put in our Blessing Box here are some suggestions: 

canned food with ring-pulls, socks, mittens, hand warmers, 

crackers, toilet paper, non-perishable foods, bottled water, small 

snacks, toiletries, including hand soap, toothbrushes and 

toothpaste, and baby wipes. We will also be putting masks in.  

We ask that when donating please don’t over fill the box. We do 

have someone managing the items so if you would like to 

donate, please contact Amy in the church office and we will 

arrange for you to bring items in.   
 

Take what you need. Leave what you can.  

Above all be blessed. 

mailto:zookeeper5us@yahoo.com
mailto:stevespangenberg142@gmail.com
mailto:Mwegenast@appfumc.org
mailto:LWhitford@appfumc.org
mailto:DLFarina71@hotmail.com
mailto:Bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:Bbutler@appfumc.org
mailto:Lkorth8285@att.net
mailto:nja9553@gmail.com
mailto:pjuhaz@gmail.com
mailto:danny.schierl@gmail.com
mailto:Kelci.m.page@Lawrence.edu
mailto:Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
mailto:swessley37@gmail.com
mailto:TomW@appfumc.org
mailto:LHalley@appfumc.org
mailto:Amy@appfumc.org
https://appfumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton
http://www.appfumc.org/
mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton
mailto:amy@appfumc.org

