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 …the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,  
23 gentleness, and self-control.         Galatians 5:22b 
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May 2019 Preaching Plan 

“How can I quit making bad choices?” 

 

 

May 4/5 – Pastor Markus preaching 

Theme: Do no harm 

Text: Galatians 5: 16-26, Focus: vv. 16-21 & 24 

 

May 11/12 – Mother’s Day, Pastor Markus preaching 

Theme: Do all the good you can 

Text: Galatians 5: 16-26, Focus: vv. 22-24 

 

May 18 

Theme: Stay in love with God 

Text: Galatians 5: 16-26, Focus: v. 25 

 

May 19 – Combined service @ 10:00 a.m., Pentecost Concert on Sunday 

 

May 25/26 – Pastor Liz preaching 

Theme: New Freedom 

Text: Isaiah 51:12-16 
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Pastor Ponderings May 2019 
 

Wisconsin Warmth and Easter Hope 

Does the weather have an effect on how you feel? I like the seasons. I like that I live in a state 

where we get to experience the range of full blown (quite literally) winters and hot like a 

charcoal grill summers. But I can’t deny one thing: I’m amazed to see how my own mood 

somehow changes a tad for the better once I see Appleton front yards turn from a murky 

brown to a full and true green. Spring is a powerful time of the year and it is not a coincidence 

that Easter ALWAYS is in spring. Even when Easter falls early, we are at least approaching 

the season of new life in creation around us. Or, like this year, Easter fell pretty much in line 

with the waking up of Wisconsin’s flora. 

If the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead that we celebrate on Easter is God’s great gift 

of hope to the world, then I want to gladly accept nature around me as a physical reminder. 

I’m fully aware that it’s not possible to always be overflowingly filled with God’s hope. I’m 

aware that whether one is deeply spiritual or deeply struggling in one’s faith, we always carry 

with us the potential to lose our hope. The empty cross and the empty tomb stand in the midst 

of earth shattering hopelessness – not to accuse us of a lack of hope, but to invite us to a 

waiting for hope. God won’t quit on us, even the darkest aspects of human living can’t quench 

God’s desire to work toward bringing out goodness in and for this world. 

May our beginning Wisconsin Warmth be not only a reminder but also an encourager toward 

claiming that gift that can’t be taken away from us: Easter Hope. 

 

 

-continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

                                          

 

 
 
 
  

Do you sometimes find yourself struggling to do 

the right thing? Do you know someone close to 

you who has a hard time making good choices? 
 

Our theme for the month of May will be:  
 

“How can I quit making bad choices?” 
 

Please invite a friend as we come together in 

May as a congregation and acknowledge that we 

aren’t perfect; but also that God invites us to 

make good choices. 
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Starting in May, we will have our third round of 

Wednesday Night Live Plus.  We began this 

exciting new ministry in September where we focus 

on bringing the whole family together for a meal 

and fun adult activities that focus on heart, soul, 

strength, or mind, while the kids are at Kidz 

Konnection or Youth Group.  It provides a time 

where everyone can have their cup refilled literally 

and figuratively.  We hope that you will join us for 

our three-week Wednesday Night Live Plus starting 

May 1st!  You can choose whether you would like 

to be active in Yoga or Prayer Walks or if you 

would like to focus on conversation through classes 

that Pastor Markus and I are leading.  Each of these 

opportunities gives light to our relationships with 

God.  Take a look at our Adult Christian Education 

page to learn more about our groups, and sign up 

through the You Can Count On Me or call the office 

(920) 734-2677. 
 

With God’s love, 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Liz 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Church Records 
 

Deaths: 

03/27/19 

 Scott Braun 

Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 – 

 

Hope of the world, O Christ of great compassion: 

       speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent; 

save us, your people, from consuming passion, 

       who by our own false hopes and aims are spent. 
 

Hope of the world, God's gift from highest heaven, 

       bringing to hungry souls the bread of life: 

still let your Spirit unto us be given 

       to heal earth's wounds and end her bitter strife. 
 

Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways, 

       showing to wandering souls the path of light: 

walk now beside us, lest the tempting byways 

       lure us away from you to endless night. 
 

Hope of the world, who by your cross did save us 

       from death and dark despair, from sin and guilt: 

we render back the love your mercy gave us; 

       take now our lives and use them as you will. 
 

Hope of the world, O Christ, o'er death victorious, 

       who by this sign did conquer grief and pain: 

we would be faithful to your gospel glorious; 

       you are our Lord, and you forever reign! 
c) 1989 United Methodist Hymnbook 178  

 

Peace be with you,  

 

Pastor Markus. 
 

 
 
 

 

Thank you to all who led 

and participated in our 

Lenten Study, Forgiveness.   

 

We gave out 130 free books 

and had 88 people 

participate in 9 different 

studies.   

We have heard many heart-

warming realizations and 

are excited to see how God 

continues to work in each of 

us through forgiveness. 
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First Church members took time out of their busy schedules March 27-March 31st to serve those who stay at Pillar Adult 

Shelter – formerly known as the Warming Shelter.  This shelter serves those homeless adults in need of a warm evening 

meal and a place to sleep at night.  This is such a heartwarming ministry as the people there, including the staff, are so 

very appreciative of the efforts made by those who serve.  Thank you to the following groups for serving:  Befrienders, 

Wednesday study group, VIM, Church Choirs and First Church staff members.  These groups prepared and served a warm 

evening meal.  A big thanks also to those individuals who provided hospitality in the form of helping with laundry, 

preparing sack lunches and serving breakfast.   
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The Volunteers in Mission (VIM) team will be holding their annual plant sale 

again this year. 

There are two ways to support VIM in this mission: 

1- Donate plants for the sale 

2- Visit the sale in the church gym to choose plants you would  

      like in your own garden. 
 

All sales are on a donation basis – you pay what you feel is reasonable. 
 

Please fill out the You Can Count on Me weekly bulletin insert to let us know 

if you have plants to donate or call Pam Chitek at 560-4479 with any 

questions.  Thanks so much for your support. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

What is VIM? 
 

What is VIM?  Glad you asked, because 

it’s not a secret, and it may be just the 

thing for you.  VIM stands for 

Volunteers in Mission.  This is a group 

of adults who plan for and go on a 

mission trip, in either September or 

October each year.   

Alabama, Kentucky, New Jersey, 

Arkansas, New Mexico are just some of 

the states to which this group has 

traveled.   

And what do they do??  They dig, they 

build, they clean, paint, pound, serve 

food, sort clothes.  And that’s just the 

beginning.  Often the work is related to 

disaster relief, new construction, or 

community development.   

VIMers are planning for this year’s trip 

right now, and welcome new 

participants.  Call with questions: Donna 

Frick at 730-8584, and/or come to the 

next VIM meeting April 24th at 4 p.m. in 

Asbury Lounge. 

 

 

Thank You 206 Times for your support of our April Mission of the Month! 
 

206 is the number of items you donated to SOAR to support their work with special needs children and adults in the Fox 

Cities.  The staff at SOAR was amazed at the generosity and support from members of First Church.  Items donated included 

notebooks and cards, napkins, boxes of healthy snacks, packages of forks, toys, crayons and colored pencils, coloring books, 

pencils and pens, little pouches, boxes of tissue, stuffed animals, reams of paper, tape, band-aids, and dental supplies, as well 

as a few other miscellaneous items.  Thank you to all who donated and reached out to support this important organization, 

which just happens to be our neighbor down the block from First United Methodist on Franklin.  
 

About the movie The Case for Christ:   

A hard-driving journalist, Lee Strobel was exactly where he expected to be at work: on top. His award-winning 

 investigative reporting recently earned him a promotion to legal editor at the Chicago Tribune. But things weren’t 

 going nearly as well at home where his wife Leslie’s newfound faith in Christ went against everything Lee believed—

 or didn’t believe—as an avowed atheist. Utilizing his journalistic and legal training, Lee begins a quest to debunk the 

 claims of Christianity in order to save his crumbling marriage. Chasing down the biggest story of his career, Lee 

 comes face-to-face with unexpected results that could change everything he knows to be true.  

 

JOIN US for MOVIE NIGHT 
,  

May 15th  
at 6:00 pm 

In the CHAPEL  
 

SATURDAY, MAY 18th 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY, MAY 19th, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

SUPPORT ADULT MISSION TRIP 
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Need Prayer? 

 
Did you know that there are prayer cards located in the pews?   They are there and ready to     

be filled out by you if you would like someone to pray for you or another.  The prayer cards  

are confidential and only those you choose to receive your request will see the card.  You can  

choose to have your card given to only the Pastors, only Befrienders or given to both.  You can 

also choose to have your prayer included in the prayer request email, which is very confidential.    

Once you have filled out your request you can either drop it in the collection plate or place it in  

either of the Prayer boxes.  There is one located in the library and the other is near the Welcome desk. 

We believe in the power of prayer and encourage you to reach out whenever you feel the need for support.   

Do you have a reason to rejoice…..we will rejoice with you, too.  Simply reach out for prayer. 

   ~Pam Chitek, Befriender 

 

 

Phoebe Circle will be holding its Pot Luck Salad Luncheon on Tuesday, May 14th at 11:30 a.m.  

in Fellowship Hall.  The theme for this year is Gardening so you may come dressed in your best 

Garden Party attire, or your best Gardening clothes.  All women of the church are invited to attend 

and we welcome men if they would like to join us. We encourage you to invite your friends and 

neighbors.  Please call the church office if you plan to attend or call Ellen Roe at 734-7302 by 

Friday, May 10th so we know how many people to set up for. 

~Ellen Roe and Bonnie LeClair 

 

 

 

2019 Budget Update as of March 31st   
 

With five Sunday’s in March, we were able to catch up on giving!   

Hopefully Spring has arrived and the expenses of winter are behind us!    

Thank you for your faithful giving to support the many programs here at First Church. 

 

Total Income           March $79,643               Year to Date  $247,336 

Budgeted Income    March $78,324                Year to Date  $245,274 

Total Expenses        March $72,530                Budgeted for March $79,495 
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Aria Minasian, Mezzo-Soprano, is a candidate for a Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance 

and a minor in Vocal Pedagogy, Class of 2019.  She is from Bainbridge Island, WA. 

Previous Performances include: Olga in Eugene Onegin by Tchaikovsky (Russian Opera 

Workshop ‘18), Dorabella in Cosi fan tutte by Mozart (LU Spring Opera Scenes ‘18), Mercedes 

in Carmen by Bizet (Vienna, IES ‘17), Olga in The Merry Widow by Lehar (UVAA ‘17),  

The Celebrant in Mass by Bernstein (LU Opera ‘19), She will be singing Alto in Ainadamar by 

Golijiv (Spring Opera Scenes ‘19). Fun facts: grandparents taught her piano, she can speak 

German, Italian, and Spanish, and loves dogs (she has 2 at home!) 

 

 

Jack Murphy is a sophomore Choral/General Music Education major from Neenah, WI. 

He frequently performs both on the Lawrence campus and throughout the Fox Cities as a 

vocalist and multi-instrumentalist. Recently at LU, Jack was a chorus member in Mass, 

and played the roles of Lewis in Pippin and Ernst in select scenes from Spring 

Awakening for Fall Opera Scenes 2018. In early January 2019, he and Nysio Poulakos 

traveled to Salt Lake City, UT for the National Opera Association convention and received 

2nd place in the musical theatre division for their scene in Spring Awakening. Apart from 

music, Jack enjoys the outdoors, dogs, and Jelly Bellies. 

 

 

 

 

Nysio Poulakos is a sophomore Vocal Performance Major. He is from Iowa City, Iowa 

and thrives on stage. This summer he will be traveling to Italy (along with Emily, Victor, 

and Charlotte) to perform a role in an opera! He is so fortunate to be a part of this church 

choir. 

 

 

 

Nick Fahrenkrug is a junior at Lawrence University pursuing a degree in Vocal 

Performance. He was previously featured in Lawrence’s productions of Le Comte Ory, 

and Mass, and will be playing the role of Silvio from Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci in their 

upcoming scenes program. Nick will be at home in Iowa this summer planting and 

tending to an enormous organic vegetable garden that he constructed with his dad.  

 

Introducing our Choir Interns 

from Lawrence University 
 

 

(Part 2 of 2) 
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Check out the newly remodeled  

Youth Lounge! 

Thanks to the Capital Campaign  

the youth have a great place to 

learn, minister, and just hang out! 

Take me out to 

the ball game… 
 

FUMC at the  

ball park! 

Game day: May 21st 

Game time: 6:35 p.m. 

 
We have 39 tickets available for the All You Can Eat seats featuring 

bar top seating with a field level view and food buffet close by! 

Tickets are $29/person (includes the buffet!). 

 

Game day: June 23rd 

Game time: 1:05 p.m. 

We have 45 reserved seat tickets available.   

Come out on Sunday and enjoy an afternoon at the ball park  

and get your Adam Jones & Danny Jansen Bobblehead! 

Please contact Pastor Liz or call the church office to reserve your ticket(s) today! 
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Adult Christian Education Classes 

Please fill out the 

 You Can Count On Me bulletin 

insert if you would like to attend 

one (or more!) of the classes 

listed, or you can call the  

church office 734-2677. 

 

 
Weekly Classes 

 

Theology on Mondays 

In life, our faith is questioned.  Join 

our Theology on Mondays group as 

we look at books that symbolize 

different aspects of what faith can 

look like. We meet the 1st/3rd/5th 

Mondays of the month from 

10 a.m.-noon in the Wesley Room. 

 

Women of the Word 

Women of the Word continues to 

study.  Join Sue Stehula and women 

of First Church as we enjoy the book 

“Twirl: A Fresh Spin on Life” by 

Patsy Clairmont.  Twirls are fun, but, 

there is a twirl where busy schedules 

and urgency create a different and 

unwanted variety of dizzy into our 

lives.  Though hurry-up is part of the 

human dilemma and certain seasons 

bring more of it than others, if it 

becomes a lifestyle you might find 

yourself on the slippery slopes of 

bitterness, sadness, and depression. 

Patsy’s hope is to help her readers 

maintain a dynamic view on life—

with activities and choices that lead to 

renewal and peace.  We gather 

Mondays after choir (around 7:00pm) 

started April 29th in the Wesley Room. 

 

Wednesday Noon Study 

• May 1st:  Pastor Shadrach, pastor 

of the Congolese United Methodist 

Church meeting at our church. He 

will share information about the 

Congolese culture, where  the 

Congolese  live and work in the 

Valley,  what brought them to our 

community, the role the church 

played in their home country, how is 

life for them now in the U.S., and 

what are some specific concerns they 

may have  adjusting to life in the Fox 

Cities. 

• May 8th:  Diane Mandler, co-chair 

of the BRAIN-Fox Valley. Diane 

will present “Traumatic Brain Injury: 

The Hidden Epidemic”.  Included in 

the presentation is information on 

what is a TBI, types of brain injuries, 

symptoms of the injuries, long term 

consequences, and what is BRAIN 

Fox Valley and what is it trying to 

accomplish. 

 

All sessions held in Asbury Lounge.  

Gather at 11:15 with the program 

from 11:30-12:30. 

Thursday Women’s Noon Study 

We are promised new life through 

Jesus, but what does that look like?  

What do these chapters tell us about 

God and what we have to look 

forward to at the end of days?  Join the 

Women’s Noon Study to study 

chapters 21 and 22 of Revelations 

began April 25th at noon.  No book is 

needed. 

 

Thursday Men’s Noon Study  

Join the Men’s Study to continue: 

“Your Life and the Gospel: 

discovering how the Gospel of Mark 

speaks into a Modern Man’s Life.”  

Men meet in the Wesley Room from 

noon-1:00 p.m. on Thursdays.  No 

book needed.  Class started April 25th. 

 

All Classes are from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

May 1-May 15  

No Cost 

 

Heart  
 

Being a Member of First Church 

Led by: Pastor Liz 

Wesley Room 

Curious about becoming a member 

OR wanting to revisit what it means to 

be a member of First Church?  Join 

Pastor Liz for 3 weeks in the Wesley 

Room as we look at how we are called 

to be a faith community by our 

prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service, and our witness. 

 

Soul 
 

Music Ministries  

Join one of choirs on Wednesday 

night and experience a soulful 

experience in praising God through 

music.  Sanctuary Choir meets in 

room 301 and sings in worship 3 

Sundays of the month.  Wesley Hand 

Bells meets in room 302 and plays in 

worship the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

There is no auditions, and all are 

welcome!  Both are free to join. 

 

Prayer Walking 

Led by: Deborah Becher & Guest 

Leader. Gather at the Welcome Desk 

Prayer is a great foundation to have in 

faith.  Why not add another 

foundational thing, walking?  Gather 

at the Welcome Desk to go on a 

prayer-filled walk led by Deb Becher 

and a guest leader. 

Strength 
 

Yoga  

Led by: Jill Gault 

Need some calmness in the middle of 

the week?  Join Jill Gault for Yoga in 

the Gym downstairs.  Improve your 

strength, flexibility and mood while 

spending time in fellowship with 

others from First Church.  The class is 

free, but please bring your own yoga 

mat. 

 

Mind 
 

Homosexuality, the Bible, and the 

Church 

Led by: Pastor Markus in Asbury 

Lounge 

Many of us have passionate opinions 

when it comes to discussing gay rights 

issues. This class is designed to help 

people gain a better understanding of 

the actual texts in the Bible that deal 

with same sex relations and how the 

church has been dealing with them.  

 

Monthly Classes 
 

Theology on Tap 

Want to talk about topics relating to 

God, but want to do it in a relaxed 

setting?  Come to Theology on Tap!  

We meet once a month during the 

week after work at one of 

establishments in the Fox Valley.  

Participants can drink alcoholic or 

nonalcoholic drinks and choose 

whether or not they want to eat food 

as well.  Join us May 23rd from 6:00 

p.m.-8:00 p.m. at Good Company. 

 

Recipe Exchange 

Enjoy time sharing recipes?  Join 

Mary Larkin and the ladies connected 

with First Church as we enjoy each 

other’s recipes and even some treats as 

well.  This great group starts May 13th 

and is every second Monday from 

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm. in the Youth 

Lounge.  For May 13th our focus is 

recipes containing lemon or orange 

ingredients.  Sign up on the You Can 

Count on Me today. 
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Our outreach mission throughout the Lenten season this year was NAMI – 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness.  NAMI Fox Valley supports and 

promotes mental health and recovery with the vision to live in a stigma-free 

community. 

Beginning with Ash Wednesday, members and groups of First Church have 

worked together to raise funds to support this important cause.   Thank you 

for your generosity in giving to this mission.  Together we raised: 

 Youth Pancake Breakfast $361.60 

 Children’s Sunday School Snack Sales $259.68 

 Donations in lieu of Easter Flowers $378.00 

 Wednesday Lent and Holy Thursday services $1805.11 

 Easter donation tithe $800.00 

Together, we will support NAMI Fox Valley with a donation of $3604.39! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Summer Fellowship Groups 

Starting in June 
 

It’s that time again!  It’s time to 

gear up for our Summer 

Groups!  This is an amazing 

opportunity to enjoy God’s 

creation in fellowship facets: 

Biking, Board Games, Kayaking, 

and Recipe Sharing, and Running. 

We will focus on community with 

one another and include a 

devotional.  Let us stay connected 

this summer not only through 

worship but through groups.  You 

will be contacted by your Group 

leader(s) for days and times.   
 

• Biking  

 Led by: Jim and Lisa Urbaniak 

• Kayaking  

 Led by: Pastor Liz 

• Running  

 Led by: Kendra Schmidt 

• Board Gaming  

 Led by: Molly Endter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that features 

some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts on grief 

and recovery topics.  The video seminars are combined 

with group discussion of the materials presented during 

the video, as well as participants sharing how they 

themselves are dealing with the death of their loved one.  

Each week is a different topic. People can join at any 

point in the 13-week cycle.  Classes are offered every 

Tuesday 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room. 
 

Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator  

574-2859 or pfreeman1@new.rr.com 

 

 

 

Did you know…? 
 

 

Our Chancel Committee now uses SCRIP 

to buy your Altar flowers.  We purchase 

Roundy's cards and shop the flower 

market at local Pick N Save stores. The 

SCRIP program is a huge blessing to our 

church!  The Easter flowers were also 

purchased with SCRIP.  

 

 

Phoebe Circle is still in need of the following 

items for the Personal Dignity Kits to be taken 

to Annual Conference this year. We have 45 

completed kits, but we need the following items 

to finish the other 60 kits assembled.  We are in 

great need of nail/toenail clippers, Shampoo 

3-4 oz. size (travel size), and deodorant 2-3 

oz. size. Thanks to everyone who has already 

donated.  

Purchased items may be left in the church office 

or given to Ellen Roe or Bonnie LeClair.   
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Don’t have checks or cash?  Download GivePlus+ to your smartphone and give to the church with ease.  

GivePlus+ can be found in any app store and is no cost to you or the church. Giving can be designated towards 

general operating, building funds, Easter Offering, July Tithe, Christmas Offering, Capital Campaign or Others.  

Contact the Church Office with any questions. 
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We’d like to introduce you to Carol Christenson.  Carol was born in 

Iowa City, Iowa and raised in Waterloo, Iowa.  She graduated from 

Waterloo High School, and received a Bachelor of Science degree 

from Iowa State College majoring in radio/TV 

production/marketing.  She did graduate work at USC and UCLA 

(and says she doesn’t know either of their fight songs). 

Her husband, Bob, was born in Des Moines, Iowa. Bob loved 

spending his Wednesday mornings being a handyman around the 

church, including the boiler room.  He passed away on March 6, 

2017. 

From the cornfields of Iowa, she went on the freeways of 

California where she worked for the NBC, CBS and ABC TV 

networks. Later she taught third grade.  They moved to Memphis, 

TN and she managed WQOX-FM.  After moving to Appleton, she 

worked for AAL (now Thrivent) as a Corporate Officer-

Communications.  After retiring from AAL, she was a food stylist 

at Image Studio.  

She has a son, Bill (wife Anne) who lives in Darien, IL, their 

children:  Megan, Rob and Kaitlyn.  Two daughters:  Caren 

(husband Ken Cohee) who lives in Indianola, Iowa and their 

children:  Evan, Tanner and Alex; and Amy (husband Rich 

Bothmann) who lives in Round Lake, IL and their children:  

Jackson a/k/a Buzzie, and Hanna.  

At Christmas, Carol likes to spread joy as Mrs. Claus wearing her 

big red dress.  In the summer she likes to wear golf shoes as much 

as possible.  At First Church, she has been on numerous VIM trips, 

the first one to Mexico in 1984.  She said, “What a wonderful 

group of traveling companions!”  She was a member of the 

Trustees, the Wednesday Book Study group, prayer shawl ministry 

(started with JoAnn DuVall), and the Busy Bee cleaning group.  

She enjoys pastel painting and some of her art work (murals) still 

covers the walls of a few of our Sunday school rooms (nursery).  

She also represents FUMC at the Community Clothes Closet. 

She has been on over 20 trips around the world and, of course, the 

Norway trips are her favorites because she has cousins living there.  

Carol wrote, “Joined FUMC in 1977 as neighbors said that it was 

the best church in town and they were right.”  Goes without saying! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to introduce you to Lori 

Willyoung.  (She is one of Carol’s neighbors.)  

Lori was born and raised in Dixon, Ashton and 

Rockford, Illinois and has a brother Ray and a 

sister Carol.  She graduated from West Rockford 

High School and worked primarily as a secretary 

for Harnishfiger, various law firms, Ripon 

Cookie Factory and Perry Printing. 

She was married to her first husband for 34 years 

and later divorced.  She married her husband 

Richard in 1995 and he worked for Exxon Mobil.  

Richard passed away in 2010.  Lori has lived in 

seven states and 16 cities! 

She has a daughter Kim Martin who lives in 

Manitowoc, and her son, Kevin Sistler who lives 

in DePere.  Her grandchildren include Brady, 

Keegan, and Tierney Snow; Trevor and Eli 

Sistler; and identical twin great-granddaughters, 

Harlow and Finley, who are 18 months old. 

Lori enjoys oil painting, scrapbooking, playing 

cards (very good at Hand & Foot), traveling, card 

making, puzzles, Sudoko and reading.  Her 

favorite trip was an African safari! 

While living in Tennessee, she co-led an 

Alzheimer Caregivers Support Group for 12 

years, and was a Stephen Minister.  She also co-

led a Divorce Recovery class.  She is a member 

of the P.E.O., as well as a book club, and the Red 

Hats.  She traveled extensively in her earlier 

years.   

She formerly lived in Appleton in 1968-70 and 

was a member here at that time.  She says it was 

like coming back home again and rejoined 

FUMC in 2014.  She currently is involved in 

FUMC’s Befriender Ministry, Wednesday Study 

Group, and also attended the Women’s Retreats.   

Lori moved to Appleton to be closer to her family 

after her husband died.  Aren’t we glad she did? 
 

Lori 

Willyoung 

 

 

Carol 

Christenson 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    

 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Sally Alvarado sallye.alvarado@gmail.com 
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   swessley37@gmail.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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What’s for dinner? 
 

 

   May 1  - Baked ham and roadside potatoes 

   May 8 -     BBQ sandwiches and baked beans 

   May 15 -   Our last dinner in May (meal TBD) 

   See you June 19th, July 17th, August 21st, 

and every Wednesday starting September 11th! 
 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 
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