CONNECTIONS
“Making Christian Disciples”
Published monthly by First United Methodist Church - Appleton, Wisconsin
May 2016 Volume 55, Number 5

Inside
2 Pastor’s Posts
2 Pulpit Preview
3 Pastor Jayneann’s Page
4 Adult Opportunities
5 Youth Ministries
6 Confirmands
7 Confirmands con’t
7 Scholarships
8 Habitat Interfaith IV
8 Rowe/Kuehnl Letter
8 Jewelry Sale
9 Library News
9 Befrienders
10 Memorial Committee
10 Scrip
10 Capital Campaign
11 Kidz Konnection
12 VBS Registration
th
12 5 Grade News
12 Acolyte Meeting
13 Mission of the Month
13 Wepfer Thank You
13 WNL
14 Grief Support Group
14 Plant Sale

Newsletter
submissions
deadline
May 19th
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

We Believe…
…In God, the Father;
Jesus, the Son; and the Holy Spirit

A Musical Celebration of
Pentecost
Sunday, May 15, 2016
9:00 a.m.
Presented by Bass Clef, Grace, Sanctuary Choir, and The Wesley
Handbell Choir with Brass Quintet, and timpani
(Please note: 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. services will meet together at 9:00 a.m. in the
Sanctuary for this Sunday only.)

May Memory Verse:
Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and
hear.
Acts 2:33
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Is First Church Crazy?
-by Pastor Markus
It is not a secret: worship
attendance during the summer
months is typically lower than in
the fall, winter and spring in most
churches. This is certainly true for
us here at First Church. The
decision to continue on this year
with all three of our weekend
services (see April Connections)
seems to be pretty ‘out there.’
Won’t we diminish the number of
people at our summer 9 a.m.
service if we continue our 10:30
a.m. service? This is a legitimate
question? We have prayed about
this decision and we have done our
homework: Based on national
church research it is always hard to
re-build a service when you go on
a ‘summer break.’ This has been
the case at our church as well: each
fall it took a lot of time and effort
to rebuild the 10:30 a.m. service.
So this year we want to keep it!
Yes, it’s a risky endeavor but we
feel it is not only worth it but
necessary for the vitality and
future of our church.
I want to thank all of you
who have helped with your prayers
and presence to support our 10:30
a.m. service this winter and spring.
Our average attendance has
doubled and tripled at this service
compared to 2015; I look forward
to offering this service throughout
the summer. We will not have a
kids Sunday school during this
service but our nursery will be
available for children thru age 4.
I am confident that we will still
have an energetic crowd for our

9 a.m. summer services, but to
those of you who may enjoy the air
conditioned 10:30 a.m. alternative
in our chapel, I want to extend a
heartfelt invitation.

May 21/22:
“Don’t build your house on the
sandy land.” The familiar parable
of Jesus about building one’s
house on rock instead of sand
(Matthew 7:24-27) will be the
theme of this church service.
We will also have a recognition of
all graduating seniors.

May 28/29:

Pulpit Preview May 2016
This They Believed – Can I?
A seven week message series on
the Apostles’ Creed
Starting Saturday, April 2 –
Concluding Pentecost Sunday,
May 15, 2016
April 30/ May 1
“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic (universal) church,
the communion of saints,”
Ephesians 2:18-22
(Genesis 2:4-7)
Communion
May 7/8
“the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body and the
life everlasting.”
John 5:24-30
Mother’s Day
May 14/15
“Amen”
Combined service at 9 a.m.
Pentecost Concert
No Sunday School

The scripture passages of this
weekend are Isaiah 55:12; John
2:1-2a,12. Our 9 a.m. service will
be a family worship day with a
recognition of all children
completing the God and Family
program in our church.
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“There’s a season for
everything…”
The writer of Ecclesiastes shares
some truly wise words. Sometimes
when I’m all fired up about
ministries that we can do as a
church or about ways to grow in
our faith practice, I forget that
there is “a time for every matter.”
My friends remind me though.
There are seasons we devote to
family – to babies or elders, to
chauffeuring youngsters or
mending relationships. We need to
do this. These may not allow time
for Bible study or spiritual reading.
There are also seasons when we
don’t have any (or many) such
commitments. These can be times
to take (or teach) Sunday school,
serve at Loaves & Fishes, or send
letters to leaders about their charge
to care for the voiceless.
Sometimes when that season
comes, when we can work on our
discipleship, we don’t notice. We
sit on the porch or in front of the
TV just glad for some peace and
rest. This’s good at first, but if it
goes on indefinitely, it’s less good.
As Pastor of Discipleship, I’m
charged with looking after your
spiritual growth, your discipleship.
(Did you know you’re called to be
a disciple?) Growing only happens
when we’re willing to do
something different. I’ll never
throw a football well because I’ve
never worked on it. We only
become disciples when we
practice.
The season for taking studies at
church is winding down, with only
a few during the summer, but there
are still opportunities.
Notice the Wednesday Walk
and the Theology on Tap later in
this Connections. You can sign up

to pray for the youth going on
mission trips this summer. You can
come to Thursday noon The Wired
Word study starting on May 26.
And there are all sorts of ways to
be Christ’s hands and feet in our
communities.
This summer I encourage you to
think about what has kept you
from joining in a study of some
kind, or from whatever other
things God as Spirit has been
suggesting that you do. Until we
stop breathing, God always has
something for us to do.

Fierce Joy & Hope
Have you ever wished for a new
devotional reading? (Or that you
could know Pastor Jayneann
better? She only preaches once a
month… what if you miss that
week?!) Do you have internet?
If so, go to the church webpage.
Click “Links” in the top ribbon.
Scroll down. Under “First United
Methodist” is “Fierce Joy &
Hope.” Click it. There you’ll find
mini-sermons, yes, but mostly,
stories as one person thinks about
what happens in life and try to
notice God’s touch in it – for
herself and for you.

for God to guide their decisions,
for Christ to lead us into the future.
Personalize your prayers by lifting
up our Wisconsin delegates by
name – Lisa King, Dan Dick,
Barbara Dick, Sam Royappa, Gail
Burgess, and Steve Zekoff. Maybe
send them an email.
GC2016.UMC.org is the source
for everything GC. Whenever
conference is in session, that site
will have live stream so you can
see all that happens on the floor.
There is also an app for mobile
devices. Follow GC on Facebook,
@UMCGC on Twitter, and umcgc
on Instragram. Use the official
hashtag, #UMCGC.
The United Methodist Church is a
connectional church. This means
that we are not only part of our
local congregation, but part of a
global community of people of
faith. We have sisters and brothers
in Appleton and Azerbaijan,
Wrightstown and West Zimbabwe.
When we gather for General
Conference, we celebrate this
connection. While we all can’t be
in Portland this month, we can all
participate in the work of our
church.
Edited by Pastor Jayneann from
an article by Joe Iovino at umc.org

evensong
THE GLOBAL
CHURCH GATHERS
Not every United Methodist will
be at General Conference (GC),
but that does not mean you can’t
participate in all that is happening
May 10-20, in Portland, Oregon.
GC is the global gathering of The
United Methodist Church, and
there are ways for all of us to be
involved. Pray for delegates and
all those who lead and attend. Pray

A Service of Evening Prayers
Have you tried our Evensong
service? If you have you know it’s
worth your while – that 30-minutes
on a Wednesday evening between
supper and whatever comes next.
If you haven’t, maybe May is the
month. Come to the Asbury
Lounge in time for our start at 5:45
on May 4th. We’ll share a psalm,
pray, reflect on a bit of scripture
and finish up by 6:15.
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Adult Opportunities for Growth, Learning, Discipleship & Fun
Contact the church office, to express interest, sign-up or to tell Amy a joke.
Theology on Mondays:
The Spiritual Brain
What Are/Is NOMADS?
NOMADS is a United Methodist
Missions opportunity for
individuals and couples with RVs
wishing to be involved in Christian
service. NOMADS provide labor
while demonstrating God’s love
through their work and by listening
to the people with whom they
work. NOMADS do new
construction, remodeling, and
repairs for churches, children’s
homes, camps, colleges, outreach
missions and disaster rebuilding.
Team members do maintenance,
cleaning, painting, electrical,
drywall, sewing, flooring. With
God’s help, NOMADS pretty
much do it all.
Pastor Jayneann

The Wired Word Sunday Study
Sundays, 10:30 in the Asbury
Lounge
May 1st is the last session for this
season. Join us in the fall. There is
no cost for this class. No
preparation needed, just show up.

Adult Sunday School
using The Story
Sundays, 10:30 – 11:30 in the
Conference room thru May 15
For anyone who wants to learn
more about the bible, who wants to
grow in faith and understanding, or
who finds bible reading
intimidating. This class will meet
through May 15. There is no cost
for this class.

A Wednesday Walk
May 25th 6 p.m. Meet at church.
Join friends from First Church
for an evening stroll.

1st & 3rd Mondays, 10:00 a.m. in
the Wesley Room
For anyone who is interested in
the topic. In The Spiritual Brain:
Science and Religious Experience,
author Dr. Andrew Newberg has
done extensive research into the
relationship between the brain,
religion, and health. The study’s
format: 2 lectures are viewed
during each session with
discussion following.

Monday Evening Study:
The Book of Daniel
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in the
Asbury Lounge
Starting in June. Watch for
details. Facilitator: Donna Leicht
920.915.7715

Tuesday Study Group
1:30 in the Conference Room
Watch the weekend bulletins to
find out what new adventures this
group is planning. Newcomers
welcome!

Wednesday Book Study
Gather at 11:15 in Asbury Lounge.
Study begins, 11:30
This group is wrapping up their
spring session. Look for more
information in late summer about
their upcoming fall plans.

Women’s Noon Study &
Men’s Noon Study
Thursdays, 12:00 – 1:00
For anyone interested in lively
discussion on topics related to
God, the bible, and/or what it
means to be a follower of Christ
today.
Join us May 5, 12 or 19.
After that we’ll break until fall.

Bible Study Fellowship
Women's Evening Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7 - 8:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall
The BSF Women's Evening
Study invites women of First
Church to join us as we study the
book of Revelation. Just bring your
Bible and an eager heart to learn
and grow in God.
BSF is an in-depth, international
Bible study that helps people know
God and equips them to effectively
serve the Church throughout the
world. BSF's four-step approach
brings clarity to your study of the
Bible, producing life change as
you apply God's truth.
1. Answer daily lesson questions
from the Scripture.
2. Discuss your insights in a
conversation with members of
your discussion group.
3. Listen to teaching that explains
what you studied and shared.
Gain additional insight by reading
lesson notes that further elaborate
on the Scripture.

How would you like
some relaxed talk about
“Living God’s Way” this
summer? Theology on
Tap disappeared 2 years
ago, but Pastor Jayneann
is game to try it, if there
is interest. Contact the
church office to put your
vote in.
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Congratulations to Our 2016 Confirmands

Abigail Eva Alberts – Parents:
Brian & DoBea Alberts. School:
9th Grade at Kimberly HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: The
family-like structure. Hobbies &
Interests: Sports and hanging out
with family and friends. Favorite
Scripture: 1 John 5:15.
Justin Noah Alberts – Parents:
Jim & Jennifer Alberts. School: 9th
Grade at Kimberly HS. Favorite
thing about FUMC: The nice
people. Hobbies & Interests:
Drawing, bowling, playing video
games, and watching movies.
Favorite Scripture: John 6:35.
Emily Claire Breister – Parents:
Jim & Kaye Breister. School: 9th
Grade at Appleton East HS.

Favorite thing about FUMC:
Everyone is so welcoming and
friendly. Hobbies & Interests:
Waterskiing, playing guitar,
singing, and playing tennis.
Favorite Scripture: Philippians
4:13.
Kelly Elizabeth Cline – Parents:
Rick Cline & Chris Schubbe &
Kirsten Cline-Schubbe. School: 9th
Grade at Appleton North HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: The
accepting atmosphere. Hobbies &
Interests: Acting, singing, and
playing guitar and piano. Favorite
Scripture: 1 Peter 4:8.
Sarah Nicole Dangler – Parents:
Dan & Mary Dangler. School: 9th
Grade at Appleton North HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: The
welcoming community. Hobbies &

Interests: Tennis, karate, baking,
and volunteering. Favorite
Scripture: Romans 12:12.
Zachary James Felton – Parents:
Randey & Mary Felton. School: 9th
Grade at Appleton North HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: The
nice people. Hobbies & Interests:
Golf, playing video games, and
computer editing. Favorite
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11.
Erin Jane “Sharkpants”
Gretzinger – Parents: Dan & Jane
Gretzinger. School: 9th Grade at
Appleton East HS. Favorite thing
about FUMC: The amazing people
who have strengthened my faith,
helped me through my lows, and
shaped me into who I am today. I
can’t thank the people here
enough. I love FUMC because
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everyone here and God makes it
home. Hobbies & Interests: Youth
Government – Editor-in-Chief of
the Press Corps Branch, Playing
soccer, reading, writing, playing
music, and spending time with
family and friends. Favorite
Scripture: Matthew 5:38-39.
Evan Lance Johnson – Parents:
Lance & Sharon Johnson. School:
9th Grade at Kaukauna HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: How
close our class is and how
everyone at church knows
everyone. Hobbies & Interests:
Playing football, basketball, and
baseball. Favorite Scripture:
Philippians 4:13.
Hannah Kihl – Parents: Steve &
Caryn Kihl. School: 9th Grade at
Kaukauna HS. Favorite thing
about FUMC: The opportunities it
offers. Hobbies & Interests:
Cheerleading at Green Bay Elite
and playing golf. Favorite
Scripture: Philippians 4:13.
Thomas James Olson – Parents:
Kirk & Shelly Olson. School: 9th
Grade at Appleton East HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: The
people. Hobbies & Interests:
Skateboarding. Favorite Scripture:
1 Corinthians 16:13.

Writing and becoming a Novelist.
Favorite Scripture: 1 Corinthians
13:13.
Maria Serna – Parents: Pablo
Serna & Amy McAloon. School:
9th Grade at Appleton East HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: I love
learning new things from the
sermons and from other people in
the church. Hobbies & Interests:
Playing Violin and Curling.
Favorite Scripture: Romans 2:1.
Juliana Elaine Tegge – Parents:
Richard and Katie Tegge. School:
9th Grade at Valley New School.
Favorite thing about FUMC:
Everyone is pretty friendly, the
Youth program is good, and the
church is the perfect size. Hobbies
& Interests: Drawing, playing
video games, fishing, Marine
biology, paleo biology, and video
game design. Favorite Scripture:
John 7:24.

looks after each other. Hobbies &
Interests: Playing basketball,
soccer, running cross country,
traveling, and camping. Favorite
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11.
Ashley Wessley – Parents: Cory &
Shelby Wessley. School: 9th Grade
at Appleton East HS. Favorite
thing about FUMC: The kindhearted people. Hobbies &
Interests: Skiing, cooking, and
hanging out with my friends.
Favorite Scripture: Philippians
4:13.

Nicole Uecker – Parents: Jim &
Doris Uecker. School: 9th Grade at
Xavier HS. Favorite thing about
FUMC: How nice and open
everyone is and the the friendships
I have made. Hobbies & Interests:
Dancing, running, and singing.
Favorite Scripture: Romans 8:31.

Andrew Paul Ray – Parents:
Michael & Sarah Ray. School: 9th
Grade at Appleton North HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: The
church is friendly, accepting, and a
close-knit community. Hobbies &
Interests: Playing video games,
playing percussion, cross country,
engineering and technology.
Favorite Scripture: John 15:13.

Melanie Van Oss – Parents:
Dennis & Mary Van Oss. School:
9th Grade at Stockbridge HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: The
church is very open and
understanding to everyone.
Hobbies & Interests: Reading,
drawing, playing video games,
creating characters, and the
supernatural. Favorite Scripture:
1 Timothy 4:12.

Hope Elizabeth Reiter – Parents:
Michael & Christine Reiter.
School: 9th Grade at Menasha HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC:
Learning the stories of Jesus and
Worship. Hobbies & Interests:

Madeline Vantassel – Parents:
Steve & Diane Vantassel. School:
9th Grade at Appleton West HS.
Favorite thing about FUMC: I love
how it is a close-knit community;
where everyone cares for and

Congratulations to the following
2016 recipients of the
Mildred Ohline-Elizabeth Tobler
scholarships:
Megan Larson
Bridgette Nobbe
Steven Anderson
Gabriella Hermes
Abigail Reiter
Isaac Burchby
They each are receiving $333.
Congratulations and keep up the
good work!
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Habitat Interfaith IV
This summer, the Greater Fox
Cities Area Habitat for Humanity
is hosting its biggest Interfaith
build ever, and First Church is a
part of it!
There will be opportunities for
praying, food prep and serving,
construction, and financial support.
Look for the poster and the 2x6 in
the Fellowship Hall on Sunday
morning (and maybe Wednesday
evening). You can see what it’s all
about, offer a donation toward the
houses, and even sign the 2x6 that
will later be used in the
construction of one of the two
homes we’re building.

What

…

The earth is the LORD’s
and all that is in it,
the world, and
those who live in it;
What if we lived each day as if
God cares about all the earth
(and not just the human part)?

Hello Church Members,
Kathy Rowe and Bonnie Kuehnl would like to thank you
very much for your financial gifts and donations. It helped us to
get 34 suitcases full of school supplies, personal products, and
sports equipment down to the Dominican Republic. We helped out
between 650 and 700 families this year and fitted over 55 baseball
players with equipment to play baseball on the field that we got to
go to and distribute it. Two weeks ago the San Francisco Giants
signed a player from that field. As I told you in my first letter, the
need is so great and you can feel very good about this project and
your involvement in making all of this happen.
We have decided afer a very bad encounter at the
Dominican airport that we will no longer be doing this mission.
As you know, we have really enjoyed helping out the workers and
baseball players with all the items that we took, but after we
encountered a very nasty man from the airport who detained us
for over 2 ½ hours going through our luggage and were stripped
of 4 suitcases full of brand new and used items meant for the
children, we are no longer going to put ourselves through this
again. The world is becoming very unsafe to travel in, much less
with that amount of luggage. We both want to thank you all for
everything you have done to help us and the Domincan people
out. They all said to say “thank you” to you all from them. There
are some monies left and if it’s okay with you, I will use it to buy
school supplies to give to the Appleton inner city schools and a
Native American school in the Shawano area. If you would like a
portion of it back, please let me know, and I will try to figure out
what it may be. If I don’t hear back from you, I will proceed to
buy the supplies for the kids here in our country. Some of what I
have will also go with us on our VIM trip this year. My
information is Bonnie Kuehnl, 516 S. Matthias St., Appleton, WI
54915, 920-734-0943 or bjkaranch@aol.com. Thank you all
again for everything you have helped us accomplish.
Bonnie Kuehnl and Kathy Rowe

Annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale
Art in the Park, Sunday,
July 31, 2016
The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) Team will again hold their annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale during Art in
the Park on Sunday, July 31st. This is a good time to set aside and donate any gently used jewelry, scarves and
purses as you do your spring cleaning. We will begin collecting these items the beginning of June and will have
marked containers by the church office for you to drop off items. If you have any questions and/or would like to
help with this sale, contact Donna Frick (H: 730-8584 or C: 470-8584)) or Anne Bremer (C: 915-6406). Look for
further details in the June Connections and bulletins.
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FDEK A.D. 30: A Novel by Ted
Dekker (historical fiction)
201.7ARM Fields of Blood:
Religion and the History of
Violence by Karen Armstrong

221.4MYS Mysteries of the Dead
Sea Scrolls: Secrets of God
Revealed
225.92STJ St. John in Exile
226.09JUD Judas: Close To Jesus

-

by Joy Johnson

The library will have a used book
sale on September 17th and 18th.
We will begin collecting books,
records, DVDs, CDs, and VHS
tapes August 1, 2016. Help will
also be needed with sorting, set up,
and the sale. Please watch for
additional information.
New additions to the library, both
books and DVDs can be found on
the Circuit Rider, the book cart in
the Adult Library.
New Books:
229.99EHR Lost Christianities:
Christian Scriptures and the
Battles Over Authentication by
Bart D. Ehrman, Ph.D
232.96 ORE Killing Jesus: A
History by Bill O’Reilly & Martin
Dugard
232.9HAM The Way: Walking in
the Footsteps of Jesus by Adam
Hamilton
242HAM Dancing in the Dark:
Lessons in Facing Life’s
Challenges with Courage and
Creativity by Randy Hammer
297.2GAB Islam and Terrorism:
The Truth About ISIS, the Middle
East, and Islamic Jihad by Mark A
Gabriel, Ph.D.
373.2LEM Planet Middle School:
Helping Your Child Through the
Peer Pressure, Awkward Moments
& Emotional Drama by Dr. Kevin
Leman

226.5HAM John: The Gospel of
Light and Life by Adam Hamilton
248.8CLA The Mission of
Motherhood: Touching Your
Child’s Heart for Eternity by Sally
Clarkson
287SAL The Beauty of
Christianity: First United
Methodist Church Appleton by
David F. Salzwedel, editor
306.8FUL What a Son Needs from
His Mom by Cheri Fuller
956.9 GRIYA Blessed Are the
Peacemakers by Patirica R. Grigg
& Elias chacour
306.8MEE Strong Fathers, Strong
Daughters: 10 Secrets Every
Father Should Know by Meg
Meeker, M.D.
Fiction books:
by Beverly Lewis
 The Photograph
 The Englisher
(Annie’s People #2)
 The Thorn
(The Rose Trilogy #1)
 The Judgement
(The Rose Trilogy #2)
By Judith Miller
 More Than Words
(Daughters of Amana #2)
 A Bond Never Broken
(Daughters of Amana #3)
New DVDs:
220.09STO The Story of the
English Bible

228APO The Apocalypse
394.2SAI Saint Nicholas: The Real
Story
791.4CRO The Cross and the
Switchblade, Run Baby Run
FMIS Mister Scrooge To See You!
A Christmas Carol – the Next
Chapter
FSTO The Story of Christmas

Befrienders Ministry
Prayer Sunday
Corporate prayer is an important
part of any service, but at times of
special need many may welcome
the opportunity to pray with
another individually. For that
reason the Befrienders' Ministry
will be available immediately
following the 9:00 service on the
third Sunday of each month, now
known as Prayer Sunday. Whether
the concern or joy is for yourself
or another, we will be honored to
lift it up to God together.
Befriender Ministry is new to First
Church, but already at work
visiting and providing communion
to our homebound members,
assisting with hospital visitation,
serving as prayer partners during
communion, and meeting one-onone who those on a difficult
journey.
If you are, or know of someone, in
need of a Befriender, please
contact one of our pastors.
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Memorial Committee
This article is to help you
understand the function and
purpose of the Memorial
Committee. While most
committees have a tenure policy
where members are rotated every
three years, the Memorial
Committee remains rather static;
consequently members have been
around for quite some time and are
older members of the church.
There is a good reason for this.
Older members are more likely to
know the deceased and
consequently are familiar with
their likes and desires. We are
better able to match requests with a
donor(s). This is a very important
part of our ministry.
Selection of members to the
committee is also done differently.
People have approached us to be
on the committee or members will
recommend possible replacements
for those no longer able to attend
meetings. The chair is selected
from the group for continuity. We
hope you can understand the
reasons. We are responsible for
people’s money and need to see
that it is used in ways that will
memorialize former members of
the church and enhance the
ministries of the church.
Annually, memorial gifts are
usually under $2500. It is often in
smaller amounts when it comes
directly to the church. Larger
amounts are often designated for a
particular area – youth, music, etc.
Smaller amounts are placed in an
undesignated fund. As requests
come in from the pastors or staff
members, or a suggestion of a need
from a member of the
congregation, they are considered
by the committee and donor names
are selected. A phone call is made
to the family to get their
permission. Requests for furniture
must go before the Trustees.

If you have questions concerning
this ministry, please contact one of
the members. You are also invited
to attend a meeting to get a better
idea how the committee functions.
Audrey Brandt, chair;
Barbara Best; Marge Conkey;
JoAnn DuVall; Ruel and Doris
Gatewood; Martha Kulhavy;
Bonnie LeClair; Edna Luckow;
Lynda McLaughlin; Sue Tabbert;
Tom Weinfurter; Lynn Halley and
Pastor Jayneann

Scrip
Is There a Special Event Coming
Up in Your Life?
Spring is here, and as we head into
summer, there are plenty of events
and special people in your life to
celebrate! Scrip (gift) Cards make
great gifts - and they are so easy to
buy and use!
Remember the important people
in your life:
 The end of the school year
and graduation gifts
 Thank-you gifts for
favorite teachers, etc.
 Nurses Day (May 6th)
 Mother’s Day (May 8th)
 Father’s day (June 19th)
Plan early and stock up on gift
cards for kids, friends and those
special people who provide service
all year long.
Stop by the Scrip tables before
Saturday service (in the conference
room), or between services on
Sundays (in Fellowship Hall), and
see how easy Scrip cards are to
get, and give!
Thanks for your support,
The Scrip Team

A Capital Campaign at First
Church?
Not Without A Prayerbath
– by Pastor Markus
As we continue to do our
homework on the need and the
process of doing an all church
capital campaign in the near future.
We do not have a beginning date
in mind yet. As I shared with you
earlier, doing a capital campaign
typically requires an all church
vote. This vote could take place
this year yet or may not happen
until 2017. The importance is that
we have enough information
gathered about the project itself to
share with you as a church so we
can make an educated decision.
But here is what we need to do in
the meantime:
While appropriate committees and
sub-groups continue to do their
homework we need to “bathe this
project in prayer!” I’m whole
heartedly asking ALL of you:
Please pray for our discernment
regarding a major capital
campaign. Pray specifically for
guidance regarding…
… the size of the project
(What needs urgent attention and
what can wait?)
… the help needed for this
project (Which company
would be best suited in
helping our church with a
mandatory feasibility
study and guidance
throughout the campaign?)
… the dimensions of the
project (What hopes and
expectations does God
have for us in terms of
using some of the funds
raised to reach out to our
community?)
I have absolutely no doubt that if
we bathe this project in prayer, the
right thing is going to happen.
How is that for a naïve (better:
‘child-like’) trust in God? Will you
share it?
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Web: http://www.appfumc.org/page/fumc_kidz
Email: cladewig@appfumc.org
Mission Statement: Making Christian Disciples by teaching children to honestly, faithfully,
and openly walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ

Upcoming Events
April 24
May 8th
May 15
May 22

May 29
June 5
July 25-29

VBS Registration Event
5th graders join youth for
Sunday School
Pentecost Celebration
5th graders join the youth for
Sunday School
Last day of Sunday School
Memorial Day Weekend
First day of Summer Sunday
School
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

10:00 Fellowship Hall
Youth Lounge
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Youth Lounge

Family Worship Day – No Classes
Children ages 3 years – 1st grade
Surf Shack 9 a.m. -noon

Dates and activities are subject to change. Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry
board and updated newsletters.

Don’t forget …
Please drop your preK-1st grade children off in
the chapel after Children’s Time!
We will begin our class with a 15 minute
music time. Teachers will bring the children to
their classrooms.
You will still pick up your children in their
classroom at 10:15.
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Mission of the Month
.

Wisconsin Conference Ingathering 2016

This year the Mission of the Month collection for May is focused on delivering Health Kits to the Annual Conference of
the Wisconsin Methodist Church to be held in June. The In-gathering is a joint effort by all the Churches in the
Conference. The Kits will be taken to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center for delivery to victims of disasters. This
MOM collection is a separate collection from Phoebe Circle’s school bag collection which will also be taken to the Annual
Conference.
Below are the items requested to be included in the Health Kits.
All items should be new and unused. Place them in a new, one-gallon plastic zip bag. Also include $1 for toothpaste.
• 1 hand towel (no kitchen, cleaning or microfiber towels)
• 1 washcloth
• 1 comb
• 1 metal nail file or fingernail clipper (no emery boards or toenail clippers)
• 1 bar of soap (3 oz. or larger)
• 1 adult-sized toothbrush in original wrapper
• 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages (3/4-1” size, wrapped in rubber band)
The plastic zip-lock bags can be placed in the labeled collection box next to the Wesley Room.
Thank you for your donations for this project.

Partnering Efforts for God’s Restoration

Mary Ann Wepfer wishes to thank all those who sent cards and prayers to
her brother and her family.
“It is a blessing to know that we are part of such a loving and caring
Church.”

Wednesday Night Dinner
Serving from
5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$5 per person or
$11 max per family
Thank you to Lynda McLaughlin and the entire
Wednesday Night Live Crew for another successful ‘year’
of dinners. You all do a fabulous job at making sure we
are fed great tasting meals and always with smiles
abound!

What’s for dinner?
May 4th – Chicken Tenders and
Macaroni & Cheese
May 11th – BBQ & Baked Beans
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Come worship with us!
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 734-2677
Kitchen Phone 731-1377
Fax number 882-1461
http://www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton
Pastor Jayneann’s blog: fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible
Ministers:
All members and friends
Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
Staff Parish Relations Chairperson
Betsy Hovde hovdefam@new.rr.com
Lead Pastor:
Markus Wegenast
Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Jayneann McIntosh Gagner
Jgagner@appfumc.org
Visitation Pastor
Dave Farina
DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig
Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir & Bass
information.
Clef:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Organist:
Kathy Orth (Lead) Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Wesley Handbells:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Sonshine Singers:
Gabriella Makuc
gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu
Genesis Choir:
Clara Imon-Pedtke
clara.y.imonpedtke@lawrence.edu
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Property Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Jill Tetzlaff Jill@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Francois Russell Francois@appfumc.org
and Tom Martens
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325 E Franklin St
Appleton, WI 54911
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Grief Support Group
Wednesday Sessions: May 18th - August 10th
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Meeting in the Wesley Room
(use canopy entrance)
You can start the group at any time
Contact: Phyllis Freeman
Pfreeman1@new.rr.com 920-574-2859

________________________________
Volunteers in Mission team will once
again be offering a bountiful plant sale
the weekend of May 7 – 8th in the
church gymnasium. In spite of the lateMarch snow storm, established perennials
in our gardens will be up and thriving by
that time. We enjoy sharing them!
This year the plants will go on sale
Saturday afternoon, May 7, at 1:00 p.m.
and continue to be available Sunday
morning from 8:00 until noon, May 8.
This way we hope to be more inviting for
church neighbors as well as our own
members.

