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Sermon 05-2/3-2020 

Corona Judgment – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 6:32-38a 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good 

to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom 

you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your 

enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.[e] Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 

High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 37 “Do not judge, and 

you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it 

will be given to you. 

 

“If you love those who love you, what credit it that to you? … love your enemies… do not judge, and you will not be 

judged” 

 

How do you hear these words? I wonder how you’re challenged by them –because I can’t imagine that you wouldn’t be.  

 

Do you remember a time in your life when you indeed showed honest love for an enemy of yours? I wonder what that was 

like. 

 

I think one of the hardest things for us is to deal with regarding this Bible passage, is that we have a hard time admitting 

that we have enemies.  

I believe Jesus’ words become powerful and essential to each of our lives, once we start realizing that an enemy is 

not just a foreign terrorist group or thief that comes to your house at night. Once we see an enemy in those who think and 

act differently than us – the words of Jesus unfold their true power. 

 

When you can admit to yourself: I dislike the way how this person posts on social media or how this person acts in their 

front yard, I hate it – that’s when you hear Jesus all anew when he says: “Hey, that person whose actions you hate, it is 

your neighbor and I’d really like you to love your neighbor.” 

 

Friends, we once again live in times when it is so likely that we dislike a lot of what we see in other people. Would you 

agree with that? 

 

The current coronavirus pandemic brings out the best and the worst in us – and when it brings out the worst in us we need 

to hear Jesus’ words and we can’t run away from them. 

 

For a time it seemed that the Coronavirus had brought to a halt all those nitty gritty things we get upset about. I can’t tell 

you how refreshing it’s been for me the last couple of weeks to communicate with clergy colleagues who normally spend 

a lot of time fighting with me about theological issues. Not anymore! Now we’re talking about how we continue being the 

church in challenging times – as it should be. 

I’m sure you have similar stories from your life. 

 

But I’m also sure by now you have noticed that the peace the novel Coronavirus initially brought is not lasting – no, not at 

all.  

Our old enemy, the one Jesus doesn’t want us to love, has come back in new and full force.  

We are again retreating in our polarized camps as we argue about the ways how this pandemic ought to be 

handled. 

 

I’m not saying arguing is a bad thing – that’s how we figure stuff out. But retreating into camps of like-mindedness where 

we regard those from the other camp with suspicion and dislike – well, that’s just the epitome of what Jesus doesn’t want 

us to do: 

 

If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.  

 

We ought to be recognized by our willingness to love those who are of a suspiciously different camp – even when that 

other camp wants to go about the Coronavirus puzzle in a completely different way. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25174e
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When it comes to the gospel of Luke it is good to be reminded that the expression “sinner” is not used necessarily as a 

qualitative judgment on people, but rather as a statement of fact: All are sinners, the good people and the bad people – all 

fall short of the glory of God (to use the Apostle Paul’s language) – all stand in need of redemption which God offers in 

Christ. 

 

When it comes to going about which way is the finest to fight the Coronavirus spread – it is good to keep in mind that we 

are all “sinners” in the sense in that none of us truly knows how to handle this situation. 

 

Yes, I know. There are super great scientists, virologists, CDC members, government officials, pandemic experts out 

there. But haven’t we seen the last 4 months that not even all of them combined together had the absolute clue on what we 

need to do in order to keep over 200,000 people from dying. 

 

It’s not helpful to hear the media or scientists say “we told you so!” 

 

There is so much back and forth going on in what is right and what is wrong (…) – we have to quit judging each 

other and trolling each other online for not knowing what the best thing to do is. 

 

Did you come across this story in the news this week? 

A mom took her child grocery shopping and put a sign on the child’s back that read: “Before you judge me for 

bringing my kid to the store, ask me why I don’t have a choice.” 

 

Have you found yourself getting judgmental when you see people behave different from your current standards? I have 

found myself that way. We need to hear Jesus, we need to be able to say: “Before I judge I need to try to understand – and 

in the process I’ll probably give up on my judgment.” 

 

I was deeply amazed when a couple of weeks ago I went to a workshop with Pastor Liz – back then we still could do that 

in person. The presenter there told us something that I found profound. She said:  

“I never ever unfriend people on Facebook when I don’t like what they are posting – I always try to 

understand…” 

 

That hit me – I’m not on FB but the principle in this statement applies anywhere.  

 

If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.  

 

Friends, there is so much condemning judgment these days, the Coronavirus pandemic is bringing out the worst in us and 

it brings back an old unfortunate tendency: We are creating camps… again!  

One camp is the people who say: “Stop going into public, stay home – don’t spread the virus!” And we have the 

opposite camp of people that says: “Stop over-panicking. Not everyone has the luxury of working from home.”  

Each side has good intentions: “We want to save lives.” – “We want to save livelihood.” We shouldn’t be 

surprised that we are in such a situation – it’s what humans too. We have different takes on what is right and what is 

wrong. This tendency will never go away. Even when the new coronavirus has become old and overcome – we people 

will still need redemption. 

 

Jesus offers redemption and he shows us the way on how to live with our tendency to create opposing camps: “Don’t just 

love those that are on the same page with you, love those that are on the opposite page also. And in everything, just don’t 

condemn each other!” 

 

I want to heed your words Jesus – please Jesus, save me from myself and help me to love you and to love all my 

neighbors. Amen. 

 

Gathering prayer (from Liz) 

Lord, we come to you today in praise of who you are and all you created us to be. In this time of uncertainty, 

you bring us to a place of relying on you. Remind us how to love ourselves, to give ourselves grace. Remind us 

how to love each other, to give compassion to all. Remind us that you call us to love and not to judge, for it is in 

your name that we receive forgiveness. And it is in your name, the ultimate love-giver, we pray. Amen. 


