
Sermon 05-14f-2022 

“Just don’t give up” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Galatians 6:9f 
9 So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So 

then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all and especially for those of the family of 

faith. 

 
1) (Refer to previous children’s message: a seed was planted in a pot of soil and appropriately watered…) 

Hm, there is still nothing happening here, no plant growing, nope… nothing. Even after watering it and waiting all that 

time – nothing, what a disappointment… what a let-down. All that work, for nothing! 

 

Have you ever grown weary? Have you had situations in your life when you feel like you work so hard, you put so much 

effort into something, and nothing seems to happen? Are you in a situation like that maybe right now? 

 

Over the years I have heard from so many parents and grandparents how hard it is to raise kids and how frustrating it is 

when it seems that all the good that you try to give on to them seems to have no effect. 

The good thing is that most people are not likely to easily give up on kids. There are probably many areas in life where we 

are tempted to just throw in the towel because we feel all our efforts don’t make a difference… 

 

I’m not standing before you today pretending that I have mastered the hard life lesson of patience and perseverance. I 

have my own stories of let-downs and disappointments and sometimes I even give up. But the illustration from today’s 

children’s message is a welcome reminder that God encourages us not to give up as long as what we’re doing is right.  

 

It’s true, when it comes to planting seeds there are elements that are out of your control – you can’t make a seed sprout 

and grow, you just can’t. But you can be committed to the process and do what you can control: You are in charge of 

putting it in the right place where sunlight can hit it, you’re in charge of watering it. 

 

It’s a simple gardening illustration and you don’t have to have a green thumb to get it:  

When it comes to doing the right thing, we need to have a certain level of commitment and perseverance and do 

what we can do. 
 

Contrary to gardening, you life is a lot more complicated – you don’t always know how long it takes for something to bear 

fruit.  

A seed, if it doesn’t sprout after a month, there is no point in keep watering it. But when it comes to doing the right thing 

in life and in the lives of others, we can’t just quit and be hopeless. We can’t do that! 

That’s where the Apostle Paul’s words from Galatians hit us in full force: 

 

So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time…Galatians 6:9 

 

You can’t mess with the simplicity and with the truth of this, can you? 

 

2) Today we celebrated our graduates. They had to live by this principle in order to make it to graduation. I wonder how 

many times they grew weary of keeping on with their homework, assignments, and studying – but in the end they reaped.  

 

My kids are far from graduating from school, but it is a wonderfully rewarding experience when it comes to Monday 

morning in our house. Our son Hans is dyslexic and has difficulty reading and spelling. On Mondays he always has a 

spelling test in school. When we weren’t diligent over the weekend practicing his spelling words, Monday mornings can 

be very stressful and tearful. 

O how many times Hans would grow frustrated and say: “There is no way, I can’t get these hard words to stick in my 

brain.” And as a parent all you can do is be patient and encourage and hope that he’ll come around and spend 5 more 

minutes studying the words. 

It’s the flowerpot illustration all over, there is only so much control that I have – if Hans gets too frustrated there is 

nothing I can do – it’s not in my control, but I can do what I can and be a soft encouraging voice. And sometime, the 

reaping reward is when he does stick with it and comes home the next day with 9 out of 10. It’s a miniature example for 

not giving up. 

 



 

 

 

 

What can we do to persevere and keep doing the right thing even when it’s hard? 

 

A pastor once said that he starts all of his classes with the following statement: 

 

“Most people don’t see things as they are, because they see things as they are.” 

 

Does that make sense to you? For many things in life, we have to take a deeper look in order to persevere. I want to 

illustrate this with an example from the world of cooking: 

 

Have you ever pan-seared a piece of salmon? Now, you do that typically skin down because you like the skin to be nice 

and crispy. You cook the majority of the fish skin down, and just toward the end, for the last 1 or 2 mintages you flip it 

around and finish it off. 

How do you know when to flip it around? Sure, you can look it up in a cookbook, but there are so many variables: 

Thickness of the filet, heat of the pan, kind of oil you use, etc. 

 

The trick is to not see things as they are. You have to shift the way you see the salmon. If you only look at it from top, you 

won’t know when the time is to flip. 

But if you change your perspective and you look at the fish from the side, you’ll see how the fish slowly changes color 

from bottom to top. All you have to do is wait until the fish is about 2/3 maybe 3/4 cooked and then you flip it. If you just 

stare at the top, however, you’ll miss it completely. 

 

So, the question for us to preserver in life is: How can you have a side-view – how can we see things the way they really 

are? 

 

Today’s scripture passage gave us a side-view:  

 

“whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all…” - Galatians 6:10 

 

When you have the opportunity to do good, do it and don’t regard it as a waste of time. It always pays off, not always in 

your time, but doing good always pays off.  

Do you believe that? Do you believe that this is one of the big secrets of a good life, that magical side-view approach to 

seeing things? 

You need faith for that – faith in Jesus Christ who conquered death and gives you the victory and the power if you believe 

in him and obey him. 

 

3) Today I’ve used many practical illustrations: gardening, graduation, spelling tests, cooking salmon – it all seems like 

it’s so easy. Yes, the message may be easy, doing it is hard. 

 

And so, all I want to do is encourage you to believe in God through Jesus Christ. Don’t give up doing what is right.  

 

There are so many things today that want to discourage you from believing, the press, the culture, social media – so many 

forces are attacking people of faith, blaming us for the misery of country and society – that’s ok, let others blame us – just 

don’t grow weary in doing what is right – do not give up trusting the Lord Jesus.  

It may sound naïve and so stereotypical, but for this we are here – for this the Lord calls us to come and worship together, 

that we find encouragement and that we do not give up. For nothing is in vain that we do with the Lord, nothing is in vain 

we do for our Lord and savior and all his people. Amen. 


