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2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 3 if 

you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 
4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight 

of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6 For this is contained in Scripture: 

 

“Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, 

And he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.” 
 

7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, 
 

“The stone which the builders rejected, 

This became the very corner stone,” 
 

8 and, 
 

“A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; 
 

for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word,  

and to this doom they were also appointed. 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you 

may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you 

once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 

- 1 Peter 2:2:-10 (NASB) 

 

Ah, this beautiful text that is so visual, a personification of our God. A visual representation where God’s word 

is both the milk that we drink and the foundation on which we stand. God being in and around us…such a 

comforting feeling. 

 

We hear about this idea of God’s Word being milk that will nurture us. As babies we had milk whether breast 

milk or formula which provided nutrients for us to grow. This milk of God’s Word allows us to grow not only 

as beginners in our Christian journey, but through our whole lives.  

 

It may even remind some of us of all that God has promised. In Exodus, the Israelites were promised milk and 

honey when they arrived in the promised land. After having so many years of being in the desert, nothing would 

have been more appetizing than the sweetness of milk and honey. For the Israelites, there was a promise of a 

better life far away from slavery if they were to obey their God. For us, we are given a sneak peak into our 

eternal life with God by looking at what we have been promised through God’s abundant love and grace. 

 

You know, this reminds me of the mother figures that have been in my life. How about you? Growing up my 

mom spent a lot of time with my brother and I. We were fortunate enough to have a daycare mom in our early 

years, a preschool teacher in our early school days, and a pastor when we got into middle school and high 

school. Mom always set aside time to support us in all shapes and sizes, whether it meant staying home with us 

when we were sick, going out in the cold early spring to watch my brother run in track and field, or coming to a 

middle school basketball game where she would know I would sit on the bench the whole time, just to name a 

few.  

 

 



I recognize that we have not all had mothers that have been there for us, but what about those mother figures. 

An aunt you could always turn to. A family friend who supported you. A church member who you always had a 

close connection with. It doesn’t necessarily have to be a woman. There is the possibility of having mother-like 

people in our lives who made a difference, who helped build a foundation for us as we grew into the people we 

are now. Who was that person for you that helped you have a strong foundation? 

 

We go a step further in this scripture, past the idea of a foundation and into the specifics of cornerstone. In the 

world of architecture, the cornerstone may, in fact, be the most important part of the build. It is the stone from 

which the foundation is built. Without it, everything would be unstable, not able to stand. Today’s scripture 

talks volumes about the idea of Jesus being the cornerstone of our foundation. As we have built our homes on 

the foundation, we are reminded that it would be nothing without the foundation of Jesus as our cornerstone. 

 

Last Easter, the choir sang “Cornerstone” written by Shawn Kirchner. Today we have it on recording for you, 

so that you may remember the empowerment that we are given through our cornerstone. (Recording from last 

Easter) 

 

What joy it brings our hearts to hear the confidence through song of God’s faithfulness to us. In that 

faithfulness, God inspired 1 Peter to be written which was meant to be a letter of encouragement.  The readers 

are reminded of the good news they have heard. Then they are called to live responsibly in the light of that good 

news. It becomes about the idea of “Then and Now”. 

 

One thing that makes this passage so amazing is the Old Testament quotes that prove relevant before Jesus’ 

birth and after Jesus in the modern reader. You can find them by the quotation marks in the scripture. We see 

passages from Psalm 118:22, Isaiah 8:14, and Isaiah 28:16. Each of these quotes helps illustrate to us the 

relationship that we truly have with God. In Psalm 118, we are introduced that we will have a cornerstone and 

will not be disappointed. In Isaiah 8:14, we see that there will be those who reject our cornerstone. In Isaiah 

28:16, we are told that those who reject that cornerstone will then stumble because of it. 

 

There is one reference to the Old Testament that is hidden though. In our final verse, we are told that we have 

become God’s people through an act of mercy that we did not originally have. This statement is in reference in 

Hosea 2:23. Our cornerstone of our foundation, of our lives is not present because humanity has always 

deserved it, but rather we have this warm and living cornerstone, this foundation because of God’s abundant 

love for us. Our cornerstone is Jesus. He is the cornerstone because the whole building rests on him. He is the 

cornerstone because the building takes its design from him. We are in that image.  

 

 

No matter where we look for our foundation, our cornerstone is never different. It may not be what we 

expected. After all, no one knew that Jesus would end up being their cornerstone, not even his disciples, not 

even his mother. We don’t understand it until we get older. In fact, there are times in our lives where we do not 

feel that we have that cornerstone. Our house begins to get wobbly, swaying back and forth. 

 

Puerto Rico was hit by another earthquake last Saturday, a 5.4 on the Richter scale. Not only are our brothers 

and sisters experiencing the virus, but they experienced another significant power outage. When Puerto Rico 

was hit on January 7th with a large earthquake, my friend from Puerto Rico, Esteban (from our mission trip) 

asked me if I had every experienced an earthquake. This was after I had told him I couldn’t imagine what they 

were going through. It got me thinking…what would it look like, feel like to have your safe space shake, 

crumble with nothing in the view that wasn’t shaking. 

 

I recognize that there is a difference between physical reality and emotional drainage, but I want us to think 

about the idea of earthquake to what one feels like when they believe their cornerstone is gone. The good news 

is that we don’t have to worry about that cornerstone ever actually being gone. We have the blessing of having 

Jesus as our cornerstone, one who will never leave us, especially when we are clinging to him. 



For some of us, it may seem like the house is shaking, our lives are shaking, our idea of what it means to be 

alive is shaking. For some of us, it may be hard for us to understand someone else is feeling that. When we look 

to our foundation, when we look at our cornerstone in these uncertain times, is it Jesus that we find, or do we 

find another unexpected cornerstone? 

 

We can acknowledge the words of Shawn Kirchner in “Cornerstone”: 

  

A grain of wheat may be knocked to the ground 

And suffer through the winter’s cold 

Only to rise right up again 

And bear its seed a thousand-fold. 

 

The love that rolls the stone away 

Gives us life that we may sing 

“Grave, where is thy victory? 

Death, o death, where is thy sting?” 

 

The stone that the builders rejected  

became the cornerstone of a whole new world. 

 

Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer May 9f 2020 

 

Greetings friends on this Mother’s Day weekend, 

 

Last weekend I mentioned to you how I feel so encouraged by all the positive feedback we are receiving from 

you.  

This past week Pastor Liz and I have been in for a super surprise as many of you drove past our homes in a car 

parade. Thank you so much for doing this. That was awesome. 

Thank you for all your support – all your prayers, all your volunteerism, and all your gifts. Some of us are not 

able to keep up their giving due to changed job situations and others have been able to step up. I want to make 

sure I thank all of you for that level of support that you are able to make. 

 

Would you join me in praying to our God who is with us always? 

 

Dear God, 

Today we thank you for all the good that you do in this world. God we know that this world is not the way you 

desire it to be; we know that this world aches for a redemption that one day you will bring. 

 

But in the meantime we praise you for your presence in this world as it is and in our lives as they are. 

Thank you for our mothers who nurtured us and gave us an understanding of your care. We lift up all the people 

who did not get to know their mothers or who live in estranged relationships from their mothers. 

 

We lift up all people who feel estranged from you and ask your for new avenues to break into their lives. 

 

God break into our lives and help us to be good to the people around us – those near and especially those far 

away in the online world. 

 

Hear us God, as we pray the prayer your son taught us…   

 


