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“Unreasonable Faith” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

John 3:14-21 
 

14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not 

believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the 

judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were 

evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those 

who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

 

1) A couple of years ago a group of people got lost in the desert. It was pretty dramatic, they had a lots of kids with them – 

a huge group. They had pretty decent faith but somehow they felt that God abandoned them. I mean, they were completely 

lost in the desert, who would not start doubting? The doubting grew into complains and soon they would be in a 

downright revolt against their tour guide. But then something dramatic happened… 

All of the sudden poisonous snakes started to crawl around everywhere. There were 100s of them, they looked strange, 

almost as if they were on fire, and they started to bite some of the travelers. It was a real bad situation and some people 

actually started dying. 

Out of desperation they started praying and wouldn’t you know – it worked. God answered their prayers and actually 

spoke to their tour guide: “Ok, I see, now you’re coming back, alright, I’ll help you. Here is what you do. Make a fake 

snake, put it on a stick and lift it up. Everyone who looks at it will no longer die from the snake bites.”!!! 

Said, done – the tour guide quickly worked on putting fabricating a fake snake, put it on a stick, lifted it up and everyone 

survived even after they got bitten… 

What, you don’t believe that story? It was in the paper – a pretty reputable one. Seriously, you can even google it. 

Actually, you’ve got a copy of that paper in your pew, it’s right there, in that red book called the Bible, Israel’s prime 

newspaper. You can find the story in Numbers, chapter 21. 

 
Moses lifts up the bronze serpent, Numbers 21 

 

What a strange story – how unreasonable. Why is a story like that in the Bible? What could possibly be the purpose of 

reporting such a story from Israel’s time in the wilderness?... 

 

2) Several hundred year after the story was written down and over a thousand years after the story happened, Jesus used 

this unreasonable story to help a man find faith in him. It’s the encounter between Jesus and Nicodemus… 

 
Jesus and Nicodemus, John 3 

 

Nicodemus was a top educated religious scholar in Jerusalem. He heard about Jesus, he saw what he did, and he tried to 

make sense of it. See, Nicodemus was a rational man, greatly educated and for him things needed to make sense before he 

could believe them. 

Are you like Nicodemus? Do things need to be reasonable and make sense for you so you can believe them? Maybe reason 

is not that important to you, maybe for you feeling the truth is more important – but not for Nicodemus. He was reasonable. 



I find it one of the most ironic things that Jesus uses the completely unreasonable story about the snakes in the dessert to 

get through to Nicodemus’ heart. All the miracles Jesus did, all the good deeds he did, all the love that he showed – it was 

appealing to Nicodemus, but it did not create faith in him. Because he was a reasonable man with principles and therefore 

faith could only be triggered in him if things lined up with the newspaper of his faith: the Old Testament.  

I like Nicodemus! He has principles, he has a strong faith in God and that faith is built on a rock-solid foundation: God’s 

Word in the OT. If the things he saw and experienced could not get confirmed through scripture, they would not touch his 

heart. I admire Nicodemus for that. 

But I admire Jesus more! Because Jesus takes Nicodemus as he is and helps him to believe. Nicodemus reasonableness is 

not an obstacle for Jesus – he works with it and he does so in the most unique way: 

Jesus tells Nicodemus this super, super unreasonable story about the Israelites and the snakes. Nicodemus knows the story 

of course, but now Jesus uses it to compare the lifting up of the fake snake on the stick with himself, the living son of 

God:   “Nicodemus, just as the snake was lifted up by Moses, so I will have to be lifted up.”  

 

 
Jesus: “Just as the serpent was lifted up, so I will have to be.” 

 

Just a few years later Jesus would be literally lifted up to the cross, and three days later from the grave, and 40 days later 

into heaven. 

It’s like Jesus saying: “Look Nicodemus, you are a reasonable man. You know and believe the fantastic story of Moses 

lifting up the snake in the dessert. My story is just as fantastic. If you can believe the super strange bronze snake story, 

you can also believe my story. But my story will save even more people than that of the dessert snake.” 

Do you see what Jesus is doing? He uses Nicodemus’ own value set to draw him close. It’s fantastic! 

Nicodemus did probably not become a believer in Jesus that night. But as the story continues, we find out that eventually 

he did find that faith in Jesus. Jesus’ strategy worked. He helped a super rational man whose faith was solidly build upon 

the OT, to find faith in the NT way of God bringing salvation to all people without price because Jesus will pay that price. 

 

3) So what about you?  

In your life, has Jesus convinced you to believe in him? 
Are you struggling believing in the uplifting of Jesus, the death and resurrection? You are here today for a reason – you 

came to church or watch online, not by accident. But that doesn’t mean you are free of doubts and struggles to believe in 

Jesus. (I feel it’s getting tougher to believe…) 

I hope the story of Jesus trying to help Nicodemus shows you that Jesus wants to help you too. If you need help in your 

faith in Christ’s death and uplifting, I want to encourage you to do it like Nicodemus – even if you are not like him.  

Copy him in the one simple thing that he did: He went to Jesus… 

Copy Nicodemus: He went to Jesus 

He went to Jesus by night, because he didn’t want to be seen publicly, that’s ok, you can go to Jesus secretly too.  

Nicodemus didn’t even come to Jesus with a question – he just went and started talking and the rest happened on Jesus’ 

terms.  

Do you think that’s something you can do?  The Christian faith has many questions. Our Bible text from today goes into 

many hard aspects of salvation but also of damnation and condemnation – something many Christians struggle with, 

maybe you too. It’s ok to struggle, just go somewhere with your struggle. Go to Jesus… 

Go to him directly in prayer, just like Nicodemus, start talking to him and stick with it for a while – give him a chance to 

answer even if it takes a while. 

Go to him by talking to someone else about Jesus and your faith. Jesus does wonderful things when you honestly talk 

about him with someone else. 

Go to him through his Word, read that Bible that you have and see how Jesus may actually talk back to you – maybe 

through an experience, maybe through a friend, maybe even through a vision. 

Just don’t be inactive or complain about all these struggles in your faith. Do something about it – go to Jesus who was 

lifted up for you so you can be healed from anything you need healing from.  

That to me is one of the most reasonable things you can do, and I wish you god’s blessing for it.  Amen. 


