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Sermon 04-07/08-2018 

“Power Breakfast with Jesus” - Rev. Markus Wegenast 

John 21:1-14 

 
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed 

himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,[a] Nathanael 

of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I 

am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that 

night they caught nothing. 

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus 

said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, 

“Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not 

able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is 

the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 

jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were 

not far from the land, only about a hundred yards[b] off. 

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to 

them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the 

net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was 

not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, 

“Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to 

them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples 

after he was raised from the dead. 

 

The last 24 hours of Jesus’ life were the most traumatic experience of his life and 

the lives of his friends. Imagine you would have followed a person you love and 

admire for three years, anticipating a glorious finale but then have to see that 

person crushed in front of your eyes…oh, but then, by the way, it turns out that 

person isn’t dead anymore but comes back from the dead and has new instructions 

for you. 

 

How do you move on from that? 

 

You may feel that such a situation has nothing to do with your life - but when you 

look closely you may find yourself in the story of the disciples of Jesus…  

 

The Bible is so very honest in showing us how the disciples of Jesus were at a loss. 

Even though they all meet Jesus face to face - it doesn’t help them to become brave 

new missionaries to the world. Instead, they hike to Galilee. Jesus told them to do 

so - we don’t know why. And there, they just hang out, waiting for instructions. 

 

Our story today seems to indicate they had a hard time waiting and Peter suggested 

going back to their old jobs: being fishers. There are seven of them: Peter, Thomas, 

Nathanael, the brothers James and John, and two others. I have no idea where the 

other four are (the fifth one, replacing Judas, will not be added until later). 

 

So we have those seven and they fish together.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26890a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26896b
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You know, it’s so interesting that Peter suggests they go all back to their old jobs 

and fish because this is how his whole involvement with Jesus started: 

 

Paraphrase Luke 5:1-11 
Once while Jesus[a] was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing 

in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the 

fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, 

the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he 

sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, 

“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let 

down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 

beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help 

them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon 

Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 

man!” 9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had 

taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 

him. 

 

From the get go Jesus wanted Peter and his friends to be fishers of men, but days 

after the glorious resurrection of Jesus, all they know to do is going back to being 

fishers of fish!  

I find some comfort in that - that the disciples continue not to be the super 

apostles that they’d eventually become.  

 

It seems like Jesus knew they needed some more time before they could be 

missionaries to the world. And so he gives them that time. Even now, three years 

after their initial recruitment, he gives them more time. He meets them again - at 

the same lake as three years ago - and again gives them instructions on how to fish 

successfully. He tells them to cast their nets on the right side of the boat and they 

catch a ton of fish. Then he prepares breakfast for them… 

 

I kind of find that intriguing. Of all the breakfast choices [as the risen son of God] 

he chooses to make some grilled fish sandwiches – for breakfast, hm! But the truly 

intriguing part is not the fish, it’s what happens during breakfast: 

Nothing! 

Nobody dares to ask Jesus who he was for they all knew. Jesus doesn’t say 

anything either. No instructions are given, no profound theological explanation of 

his death on the cross – just breakfast with Jesus. 

 

Maybe that’s a hint for you and me: Maybe sometimes all we should do when we 

don’t know how to move on is hang out with Jesus and share some time with him!  

Most people struggle with being patient – but it was God’s gift to the 

disciples to give them a 50 day waiting period before they would “go into all the 

world …” after Pentecost. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+5&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25101a
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How is that for you? Waiting for instructions, just hanging out with Jesus in 

prayer, devotion, with friends from church,… there is power in that. Power for you 

as a person, and power for us as a whole congregation. 

 

I’m a very task oriented person and I typically want to have a clear plan laid out for 

us as a church to go. But I know that it doesn’t always work like that with God. 

Sometimes we have to be willing to be in the ‘in between’ and just hang out with 

our savior and have some breakfast. We know that God has purpose and plans for 

us as a church but we can’t always expect to have that plan all spelled out and 

readily available. Sometimes we have to show God that we are ready to receive 

instructions!  

 

Do you think we do this as a church? Do you feel we are a church that is listening 

for instructions on how to be fishers of men, women and children?  

--- 

Friends, I can’t tell you how excited I am that we as a church were willing to wait 

for God when we were in the early stages of planning our capital campaign. We 

may not have been perfect at it but we did practice some listening to God and 

didn’t rush the process. The result was that we decided we don’t just do this 

campaign to fix our building, we also want to fix a little bit of our community. 

 

We designated 5% of our campaign proceeds toward building a house with Habitat 

for humanity. Sure, we can be self-critical, we can, and maybe should ask, why not 

give 10% and build two homes, why not 20%, why not give the money to Africa 

where a much greater difference could be made? We can always second guess and 

criticize ourselves for not doing enough. We are always going to be confronted 

with needs that are far greater than the resources and strength we have available.  

 

But we can’t get stuck in negative second-guessing because ministry would always 

be frustrating. We have to celebrate the little yet mighty differences that we get to 

make. We have to be willing to just spend time with Jesus and follow his lead. 

 

Friends, I have no doubt that God has more plans for us after we are done building 

a home for the Vang family. I’m convinced that God has a lot of purpose lined up 

for First Church in the future.  

I’m positive in my expectation that major events like our upcoming great 

Pentecost Concert on May 20 will not be an end in itself but a means to help us 

cast our nets to the right side of the boat and give us power, motivation and 

strength for our projects this summer and beyond. 

 

I don’t think God wants us to be a church that seeks rest and ways to serf ourselves 

better. We have a purpose. We are here to make our community better by being 

here. Do you believe that?  
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We will always be challenged. Challenges come from almost every corner. One particular 

challenge that we have as a congregation is that we are actually an extremely diverse 

congregation.  

It’s not unusual that churches with more than 1,000 members show a very wide 

spectrum of different mindsets - but it is a challenge.  

People have asked me: ‘Pastor Markus, wouldn’t it be better to have more uniformity 

in our different perspectives as a church?’ Sure, there is something very comforting in 

knowing that everyone around you thinks the same way, especially on controversial issues.  

I know some churches our size that identify as outspoken liberal bulwarks or as 

explicitly conservative fortifications. Try putting such a label on First Church Appleton. We 

are not that – we have people that are very liberal, we have people that are very conservative 

and we have people that are very in between. And you know what: I think that is very ok! 

Because it shows/forces us how to rely on Christ.  

He taught us how to follow him even when people have different ideas. He showed us 

that it is not a neat theory that people of different and opposing walks of life can flock 

together around him.  

 

I mentioned earlier that there were only 7 disciples when Jesus prepared breakfast for his 

friends on the lakeshore. Maybe those seven hung out with each other because they were 

likeminded and separated from the other 4 but I don’t think so. And it doesn’t even matter 

because in the end Jesus commissions all 11/12 to go into the world. Even long after 

Pentecost they still weren’t all on the same page and yet God led them. He can lead us too – 

if we listen. 

 

There is a tremendous power & opportunity in being a diverse congregation. Think about it: 

As a congregation we mirror our nation and our society. Since Christ teaches how to be 

united even when divided in trains of thought we can be a model for our community on how 

to stick with each other and do good even when we think differently.  

Just because the person sitting next to you votes differently and thinks differently 

doesn’t mean you can’t build a house together with her. This is how politics is supposed to 

work also but I haven’t seen much of that lately. But you and I we have an opportunity to let 

Christ rule and lead us into purpose that overcomes division. Yes? 

 

7 very different disciples managed to pull 153 large fish on land when they listened to the 

instructions of their friend Jesus. Later, 12 apostles went into the world 50 days after a 

traumatic experience and brought good news to people. 

 

I know we can do the same. Yes, we all can and will be tempted to give up on each other. 

Don’t give up, hold on to faith, hold on to love, hold on to hope. Christ wants to do things 

through you and he can’t do that when you focus on the differences that you have with 

others. Christ leads you when you focus on him! God always brings people together – he has 

brought the 12 together, he has brought us together and I can’t wait to see how many more 

opportunities he has for us to throw out our nets on the right side and be fishers of life 

transforming goodness. Amen. 


