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Sermon 04-04-2020 

“When you don’t understand the world anymore…” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

John 12:12-19 

 

12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord — the King of Israel!” 

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 

15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him. 17 So the 

crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the 

dead continued to testify.[d] 18 It was also because they heard that he had performed this sign 

that the crowd went to meet him. 19 The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see, you can 

do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!” 

 

 

Have you recently felt that you don’t understand the world anymore? That’s a silly 

question, I know. How can anyone still understand the world these days?  

A remote area in a faraway land develops a new disease. And 3.5 months 

later almost the entire world is affected by it with the majority of the population 

being impacted by it one way or another. 

 

Yes, yes – we’ve known for a long time that a major pandemic would come as it 

has in the past. Yes, yes, we’ve known that our interconnectedness through travel 

would spread a disease much quicker this time.  

But still: How can you understand the world these days? 

 

If you haven’t been reading the Bible recently, I want to wholeheartedly invite you 

to pick it up now. Seriously. Because I bet you’ll make a curious discovery. I think 

you’ll find that you read the Bible differently. I think that now that you don’t 

understand the world anymore God’s word will talk to you in a new way. 

 

Look at today’s scripture. We just heard an old, familiar story of Jesus entering 

Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday. This year, something stood out to me that 

I never paid much attention to before. It’s in verse 16:  
His disciples did not understand these things [that were happening]… 

 

This statement stand out to me because this is how I feel these days: I don’t 

understand these things that are going on in the world. 

 

I don’t understand the world anymore because people are dying of a new disease. 

Yes, it’s not a lot of people compared to all the other causes of premature death 

there are in the world – but still: this is additional premature deaths and they affect 

me. They affect me because of the restrictions society is under because of them. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26587d
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Flashback to Jesus. [Ready for this?]  

His time period may not have had a major pandemic to deal with, but people in his 

time too died prematurely. Jesus himself would very soon die a premature – and 

his disciples did not understand their world anymore over it. 

 

Jesus tried to explain it to them several times that he would have to die once he’d 

go into Jerusalem. Now the day has come, he finally rides into Jerusalem where he 

is supposed to die, but instead the people of Jerusalem welcome him like a king. 

They put down palm branches as sign of reverence, adoration and expectation. 

 

Can we blame his disciples for not understanding the world anymore? 

 

Earlier in this service we sang a Palm Sunday hymn together with April. There was 

a line that said: 

“the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best” – in reference to Jesus entry. 

 

Do you think the kids WOULD have welcomed Jesus had they known he ended up 

on a cross? 

 

Do you think you would have welcomed Jesus had they known he ended up on a 

cross? 

 

Jesus tried to explain it all but people had to live through it until they could 

understand. I think the same is true for you and I. We have to make our own 

experience with Jesus in order to understand his death. 

 

---- 

 

I actually wonder how Jesus felt riding into Jerusalem on the back of that young 

donkey. Did he enjoy it? Did he dread it? Did he look forward to all that was going 

to happen because he knew it was for the best and would have a happy ending? Or 

was he scared? 

 

I can’t help but seeing these questions in light of our situation here right now.  

 

Do you remember celebrating the New Year 3 months ago? When we started 2020 

the coronavirus was still an issue in a faraway province of Asia. We went into 

2020 with prayers. We put the whole year and our lives in God’s hands. I 

remember saying a prayer here at church in which I expected challenges and trials 

to come our way in 2020 - because every year has trials and tribulations. 

 

Of course, I had no idea what kind of tribulation we would find ourselves in. But 

you know what? God did! 

When God was ushering in the year 2020 he knew what it was going to entail. 
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As we let our fireworks rise into the sky and exchanged New Year kisses and 

greetings, and saw the ball drop, God knew what was going to happen. 

 

As we cheered and waved cocktails to welcome the New Year like people waved 

palm branches in Jerusalem, God knew about the trouble that was ahead – just as 

he knew about the trouble that was ahead of Jesus when he rode into Jerusalem. 

 

I don’t think that Jesus abhorred his welcome in Jerusalem – the only reason he 

went into Jerusalem was because he loved the people of Jerusalem – in the same 

way as he loved the people of all of Israel, of all of the Roman Empire, of all of the 

ancient world.  

Jesus also loves all of the modern world. And us people who live in this modern 

world right now need to find comfort and hope in the story of Jesus’ death. We 

need to find hope these days that premature death is not the end – but that in Christ 

premature death brought new life for you as trust in him. 

 

Friends, in this time we may not understand the world anymore – but God does and 

God loves us. Praise be to him, hosanna loud hosanna. 

 

In these next days as we go through holy week – please wave your palm branch of 

adoration. Whether you actually got a real palm or just an internal attitude, waive 

to God who knows everything and who loves everyone.  

Welcome this God into your life – welcome him like the kids in Jerusalem’s 

streets welcomed Jesus. Welcome God even though you don’t know what he is up 

to – only that he loves you. 

 

In this time of not understanding the world anymore – we need a friend who’s got 

the whole world in his hands.  

 

With God on my side, I don’t have to lose myself in worries and fears. With him, I 

can do the impossible and stop just worrying about myself and instead ask what I 

can do for others. 

 

It’s not something that anyone can do out of our own motivation or self-discipline. 

We need a God for that, a God who modeled something big to us. When he rode 

into Jerusalem and his friends didn’t understand the commotion, he fully knew that 

things were going to get extremely troublesome - but in this trouble something 

good for the whole wide world would happen. 

 

Praise be to him, hosanna loud hosanna. Amen. 


