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Sermon 04-28/29-2018 

“Who do you say that I am?” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Matthew 16:13-17 

 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 

Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 

say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,[c] the Son of the living 

God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 

has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 

 

This is a special sermon addressing the 2018 confirmands, please identify with them and 

make it your own… 

 

1) Faith Challenged 
Just a few days ago I returned from a two week trip to see my family in Germany. 

It’s always good to be home. I really appreciate my German heritage. 

 But there are also challenges when I think about life in Germany. 

Secularization is progressing there on a much faster pace than here. Even 30 years 

ago, when secularization wasn’t as developed and most kids still got confirmed, I 

remember that I was one of only a handful of students that actually went to church 

from my middle school class.  

 

I wonder what it’s like for our confirmands here in the US, 30 years later. You 

have been very faithful in making church a part of your life for the last 2 or three 

years. Did you belong to a minority in your class or do most of your classmates 

also go to church? 

 

I’m proud of you that you stuck with the program. I imagine there were times 

when you didn’t care for coming to church, turning in worship reports or doing 

assignments. But I trust that in the long run you will appreciate all of this and say: 

“You know, that time at church was really an important part of figuring out who I 

am and who God is to me.”  

 

Today you are invited to declare publicly that you want to live out the faith that 

you have.  

 

2) Faith Questioned  
In a way this reminds me of what Jesus did with his friends after their three year 

confirmation program with him. They didn’t really call it a confirmation program 

and it was a lot more intense because Jesus’ friends gave up everything and 

followed him for three years straight. Can you imagine a three year confirmation 

program, spending every single minute of it in church?! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23689c


Page 2 of 3 
 

Anyway, the friends of Jesus learned and experienced quite a bit about God during 

this time and at one point toward the end of the three years Jesus confronts them 

with a little test: 

 

“Who do people say that I am?” he asks. The disciples of Jesus have no trouble 

answering the question. They rattle off answers: “People say you are JB, Elijah, 

Jeremiah, one of the prophets…” 

Awesome, they aced that test! 

 

But it turns out, Jesus isn’t really interested in that answer – not at all actually. 

What he really wants to know is: “Who do you say that I am?” 

That’s a much tougher question to answer. Why do you think is it tougher?... 

Because it is personal. I can only imagine the awkward silence after Jesus asked 

the question: some crickets chirping, some tumble weed action, you hear a disciple 

swallowing loud… but then, finally, Peter, the leader, takes heart and gives an 

emotional answer: “You’re the Christ, the son of the living God.” 

 

And you know what? Jesus is pretty pleased with the answer because it was 

original. Peter didn’t just repeat what he learned or heard others say about Jesus – 

it was his personal view of Jesus that he shared. 

 

Has there been a time in your life when someone asked you “who is Jesus?” and all 

you could think of were to repeat things that you heard others say and you gave a 

conventional answer?  

 

Guys, don’t get me wrong. It’s a good thing to know what others say about Jesus. 

That’s what it means to learn something about Jesus. During your confirmation 

journey you have learned a lot about what others say about Jesus.  

You’ve learned what Brian, Elizabeth, Lynn, Katie, Shelley, or your pastors 

said about Jesus. In a wider sense you have learned what the church says about 

Jesus. That’s all good information – Jesus is not someone that has to be reinvented 

all the time, tradition has to teach us something about Jesus. 

 

But at the end of the day, Jesus wants you to take him personally. He wants you to 

use all that you have learned, all that tradition taught you about him, all that you 

continue to learn about him, and express it in your own personal way.  

Jesus was excited to hear it from Peter. Jesus is excited to hear it from you. 

And all of you! 

 

What you say about Jesus today will change over time. The way you see Jesus 

today will not be the same way you will see him 2 years from now. That always 

happens when you’re living in an active relationship with someone. 
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Friends, I want to encourage you and all of us: Embrace the tradition that has been 

delivered to us through the last 2 millennia. But also never stop coming up with 

new ways of expressing who Jesus is to you, what it means to you that he was “the 

messiah, the son of the living God.”  

 

 

3) Jesus’ Faith 
The cool thing is that Jesus answered the question too. Did you know that? Maybe 

you’ve even asked him in prayer some time: “Jesus, who do you say that I am?” 

 

The entire Bible is a book that answers this question and it can be summarized very 

briefly. If you ask Jesus today: “Hey Jesus, who do you say that I am?” You can 

hear him say? 

 

Kaitlyn, Jadyn, Lainey… you are worth dying for 

Madison, Cade, Will… you are worth being raised for 

Annika, Haley, Hannah … you are worth being offered new life in me. 

Trevor, Ethan, Wilson… you are worth coming into this world and showing you 

the love of God. 

 

In a way we can say that Jesus answered this question a long time ago before we 

all were even born: 

“Jesus, who am I to you?” And without any awkward silence he tells you: “You’re 

everything to me.” Amen.  


