
Page 1 of 3 
 

Sermon 04-25f-2020 

“Lost and Found” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Luke 15:3-7 
3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has 

found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 

and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell 
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who need no repentance. 

 

Normally, I would start this sermon in front of a packed church today. 21 young 

people would be sitting in the first rows of the church, many of them wearing very 

nice outfits, getting ready to be confirmed. Their families would sit right behind 

them, full of joy and pride. Normally even our 5:30 Saturday service and our 10:30 

Sunday service would have included a youth element in honor of confirmation. 

But things are not normal these days. Confirmation on April 26 is a lost case.  

 

Many things are lost these days. It’s not that we’ve lost our confirmands, they are 

very much around and will be found in a confirmation service in October.  

I’m looking forward to that. But we’re not there yet. We are right here, right in 

this point in time in which we all feel a little bit lost at times. Don’t we? Don’t you? 

 

How do you feel lost these days? 

And what helps you feel found these days?   

 

We’ve asked this question of a couple of people from our church and here are their 

answers. We asked two questions: What do you miss the most since the safe-at-home 

order went into effect? And how do you cope? 

Let’s hear their answers… 

 
 Play video clip of people from the congregation… (1.5 minutes) 

 

I really want to thank Delaney, Darcey, Bryce, Jake, Ella and Russel for their 

participating in this mini survey. As I listen to their great statements I feel such a 

strong connection with our scripture passage from today. 

 

Jesus shared a parable about a lost sheep. The shepherd goes off to look for it. The 

shepherd doesn’t care that he leaves the rest of his flock behind, all that matters is for 

him to find what is lost. And when he finds it, utmost joy breaks out. 

 

We too live in times in which a lot is lost: Freedom, hanging out with each other, 

jobs, communal worship, a sense of safety. How can we be found in all of this?  

 

How do you find yourself in a time in which you experience so much loss? 

 

“How do you find yourself?” -------------------- 

You know, if you think of today’s parable, it’s actually not the right question!  
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In the parable from Jesus about the lost sheep we can’t find any information that this 

lost sheep did anything to be found again. All the action was on the shepherd. The 

shepherd went out to seek, the shepherd applied the controversial strategy of leaving 

his 99 found sheep behind, the shepherd did not rest until he found that lost sheep. 

The sheep didn’t do anything! 

 

So why am I asking you: “How do you find yourself in this time in which you 

experience so much loss?” 

 

Here is why: 

When Jesus starts applying this parable to real life, all of the sudden there is a dramatic 

shift. Jesus places a large amount of responsibility on the PERSON that is lost: 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 

than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 

When it comes to persons, it seems, being found is not something that happens 

without our involvement! Being found and saved has an action on our part: to repent 

of our sin! 

 

Why do you think is there such a big disconnect? There is this super comforting story 

that Jesus shares about a lost sheep, a sheep that doesn’t have to do anything to be 

found. But in his real-life application all of the sudden there is the demand for a 

person to do something to be found? 

 

I tell you why. Because life is complicated! Duh! Didn’t you miss these deeply 

profound insights from me?!! 

 

Life is complicated. What an answer! But isn’t life complicated?  

We went into 2020 thinking about all the challenges we anticipated for this year. 

Only to find out that three month into this year a new challenge has swallowed up 

almost everything we dealt with before. 

 

Friends, let’s hear the point Jesus is making: God cares for all human beings that are 

lost – that have fallen away from the way of life in the flock of God’s kingdom 

people. God cares for you if you are there – God does not care how you got there – 

there is no sense of judgment whatsoever on that sheep that got lost. It seems it’s just 

something that sheep do – they get lost. In the same way as us people get lost. 

 

But when it comes to us people, Jesus puts a bit more expectation on us: “I’m not 

going to force you on the way back to God – I won’t force you to be found. You have 

to agree.” And according to Jesus we agree by saying we’re sorry for getting lost, no 

matter how “innocently” it was that we slipped away. 

 

Repentance is vital – repentance is something that belongs into human life – it may 

not belong in the life of a sheep, but it does belong to us.  
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And I think that also applies to our state of feeling lost in these Coronavirus times. 

 

The other day I was listening to a radio program in which a preacher with a rather 

serious voice said: “God goes where God is wanted.” 

 

It had some judgmental overtones to me but for some reason it stuck with me.  

When I feel lost, no matter what kind of dimension my lost-ness has, I can count on 

God going to look for me. That’s who he is. But God also asks me to respond to his 

gracious looking. God desires to be wanted. God longs for our response. 

 

Do you respond?  

Do you respond, today, as God comes after you to find you in your lost-ness?  

Do you take his hand and let him carry you back and throw a party for you? 

Is God wanted in your life right now? 

 

I’m going to get personal…. Here is something that happened to me recently:  

When this whole Corona-safe-at-home life restriction started, I was confronted 

with an abnormally big work load. All of the sudden we had to reinvent how church 

works. These initial two weeks took a real toll on my life. 

 

Along with that came a struggle for me to find closeness with God. I was so busy - I 

couldn’t find closeness to my heavenly parent who can give me everything I need! 

It’s pretty embarrassing for me to admit this to you – but it’s just what happened. 

 

One morning, I sat in a chair in our living room. I just got done giving Hans and 

Owen breakfast and setting them up for their schoolwork. Again I was too tired to 

pray! But then my eyes caught something.  

 

It was the week before Easter and out of nowhere I see a bunny rabbit hopping 

through my neighbor’s back yard. It was quite a ways, way more than social 

distancing, at least 400 feet so I was surprised that I even saw it. 

 

But there he was, the Easter bunny greeted me! And he reminded me of Easter. And 

then one thing just lead to the next and I found myself praying – praying an Easter 

prayer of thankfulness to the God who is in the business of finding lost people. 

See, I didn’t do anything to deserve for God to go and find me. I just sat there, 

lost on my living room chair. God sent me that bunny invitation hopping along and I 

joyfully responded to it. 

 

May you too engage in the kindness that God is showing you. May you too respond 

with good coping actions that give your life the meaning God wants it to have. 

Thank you God for your unfailing grace. 

Thank you God, that you got this and that you got our lives in your hands. Help us to 

respond with a heartfelt: you are wanted here. Amen. 
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Pastor Liz’s Pastoral Prayer 

 

Gracious and Loving God, you encapsulate all that there is in this life. You are the soul that is this 

universe and we are so thankful that you provide all that there is for us. As we think about how our 

lives have seemed to changed so much, as if we have put a bookmark in the book of life and closed 

it up for a while, we ask that you just be with us; that you bring us hope; that you bring us peace. 

Whether or not we are feeling comfortable in this time, whether or not we are feeling safe in this 

time, whether or not we are feeling comfort at this time, God, we know that you are here. And we 

ask that you lift us up, that you give us hope, that you help us to remain grounded in your love, that 

all that we may do, may bring glory to you; that your light might shine through this world because 

of how we are your children. We ask this through your son, who taught us to pray saying, 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 


