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April Memory Verse: 
 

Since we have been united with him in his death,   

    we will also be raised to life as he was.     ~Romans 6:5 
 

 

DEADLINE 

FOR  
MAY 

NEWSLETTER 
ALL ARTICLES ARE 

DUE 
 BY APRIL 18TH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, April 10th – 9:00 a.m. 

Welcome Jesus with palm waving and music by  

Wesley Handbell Choir  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 14th - 6:00 p.m. 

 Communion served 
 

Good Friday, April 15th - 12:00 p.m. 

Ecumenical Service  
 

Easter Eve, Saturday, April 16th - 5:30 p.m. 

Celebrate the Resurrection in the Chapel  

Special music by A1Brass 
 

Easter Sunday, April 17th - 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Celebrate the Resurrection with a puppet show by C.I.A.  

and special music by Brass and String Quintets plus timpani. 
 



2 | P a g e  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

PASTOR PONDERINGS APRIL 2022 

 

Atonement, UMCOR, and Ukraine 

 

On Ash Wednesday we started our six and a half week Lenten series on the different ways 

how the Bible explains Christ’s atonement. Atonement means the reconciliation of God and 

humankind through Jesus Christ. It is probably the most central aspect of Christian theology.  

As we are witnessing the heartbreaking bloodshed in the Russian war against Ukraine and its 

people, I feel once again reminded about humanity’s need of reconciliation. There was a 

time, not too long ago in history, when many thought the human race was on the brink of 

accomplishing world peace. The European era of enlightenment had so many hopeful 

expectations about what an enlightened race can accomplish, only to find out that this very 

race was headed for the most horrific wars and destruction of human life yet to come in two 

world wars.  

I want to be optimistic about the inherent goodness and kindness in us people, but I can’t un-

see the many injustices our world is plagued with – I’m sure you can’t either. So how does 

Christ’s atonement apply? What difference do the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

make?  

No matter which of the six historical atonement theories we apply, they all point out that the 

human race is in need of redemption. We can’t finger point to just one oppressor, one people-

group that causes trouble, or one worldview that brings evil – in the language of the Bible: 

We all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. And yet, it is this glory of God that 

does indeed dwell in each single human being for we are made in God’s good and beautiful 

image. Christ’s atonement is about repairing, freeing, and restoring this goodness within us. 

In the midst of wars and injustice, we can do good as God frees us to do so. I know, it’s easy 

to be stuck, to cave in to our (anti-) natural desire and respond to war and injustice with more 

war and injustice. But Christ sets us free. One way to live out that freedom is to respond to 

the needs around us: 

 

Thank you for your participation in our Lenten and Easter offering that is supporting the 

work of the sexual assault crisis center here in Appleton. And thank you for your 

participation in supporting the work of the United Methodist Committee On Relief 

(UMCOR) that is helping people in Ukraine. At the time of my writing the number one need 

is still monetary in nature – I assume this will still be true in April when you get this 

newsletter. You can give directly to First Church and mark your donation with “Ukraine.” 

 

May God bless you for your effort to claim Christ’s atonement and to live the life that God 

intends for each of his children. 

 

Truly yours,  

 
 

 

Pastor Markus 

 

            
 
 
 

Pastor Markus Wegenast 
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This month we will be wrapping up our Lenten theme about our “Savior – What the Bible says about the cross.” 

Join us for Holy Week and please note that this year we do not offer an evening Good Friday service. We will be 

the host church of this year’s noon ecumenical service. If you are not able to attend during the noon-hour, please 

know that the recording of the service will be found on our church’s YouTube channel. 
 

For Easter we are following our tradition of offering a 5:30pm Easter Saturday service and we will have two 

services on Easter Sunday at 9am and 10:30am. 
 

On the following Sunday we will celebrate our confirmands as they affirm their faith. 

 

 

 

 

April 2022 Preaching Plan 

Continuation of the Lenten Theme: 

“Savior – What the Bible says about the cross” 

 
 

April 2/3 – Communion, 5th in Lent, Pastor Markus preaching, women’s retreat 

Text: 2 Corinthians 2: 14-16 

Theme: Cleansing: Jesus makes you clean 

  

Wednesday, April 6th – 6pm, Dr. Matthew Harden preaching 

 

April 9/10 – Palm Sunday, Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: (Mark 11:1-10 &) 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 

Theme: Christus Victor: Jesus gives you the victory 

 

Holy Thursday, 6pm, Communion, Pastor Hae-Jeong preaching 

 

Good Friday, noon, ecumenical services hosted by First Church  

 

April 16/17 – Easter, Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: (Matthew 28:1-8 &) 1 Corinthians 15:1 – 5; 12-20 

Theme: The resurrection of the dead 

 

April 23/24 – Confirmation weekend – Pastor Markus preaching 

Text: Galatians 6:9-10 

Theme: Perseverance 

 

 
 
     

Preaching Plan
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Welcoming Prayer 

 

This month, I want to introduce Welcoming Prayer that will help you transform your mind and 

spirit. It is a method of consenting to God’s presence and action in our physical and emotional 

reactions to events and situations in daily life. The purpose of the Welcoming Prayer is to deepen 

our relationship with God through consenting in the ordinary activities of our day. The Welcoming 

Prayer helps to dismantle the emotional programs of the false-self system and to heal the wounds of 

a lifetime by addressing them where they are stored — in the body. 

 

Here is the Method: 

 

1. Feel and sink into what you are experiencing this moment in your body 

  

 

 

2. Welcome what you are experiencing this moment in your body as an opportunity to consent to 

 the Divine Indwelling.  

 

  

 

 

3. Let go by saying “I let go of my desire for security, affection, and control and embrace this 

 moment as it is.”  

 

 

 

 
Grace and Peace, 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Hae-Jeong 

 

                                          

 

 

 

CHURCH RECORDS 
 
 

Deaths:  
 

 02/28/2022 Earl Younk 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission Ministry Team has chosen the Pillars Adult and Family Shelter as our April Mission of the Month. This 

facility, located on Division Street by the Post Office, serves up to 78 single adults and adults with children each day. 

Warm meals, shared rooms, and basic needs are provided, along with case management. Case management connects the 

clients with needed resources and guides them in securing affordable housing and a living-wage income. In 2021, 483 

adults and 151 children were served at this shelter.  
 

The present Wish List for the Adult and Family Shelter includes Body Wash, Deodorant, Shaving Cream, Coffee, Plastic 

reusable Water Bottles, Toilet Paper, Laundry Detergent, Dryer Sheets, and Garbage Bags (55 Gallon).  
 

Please consider adding some of these to your next shopping list! Donations may be placed in the marked bin outside the 

Wesley Room. If you prefer to make a monetary distribution so we can shop on your behalf, please give your check or 

cash to the church office clearly marked with April M.O.M. – Pillars on the memo line. 
 

Thanks in advance for your continuing support of our Mission of the Month program. Your contributions do make a 

difference in our community! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Are you looking for ways to live out your faith by serving those in need in our local 

community? Does your employer offer time-off to participate in volunteer activities?  

Each month First Church will provide opportunities for anyone to participate in 

hands-on volunteering opportunities throughout our local community.   
 

On March 1 we had several volunteers from First Church helping at Ruby’s Pantry food distribution at First English 

Lutheran Church.  First Church volunteers passed out food in the food line and offered up prayers to those in need in our 

community. 
 

On March 18, 14 volunteers from First Church repackaged food items at Feeding America.  These food items will be 

distributed to some of the more than 400 food pantries that Feeding America supports throughout Eastern Wisconsin to 

serve those in need. 
 

Upcoming opportunities include Jake’s Network of Hope as well as the continuing opportunity with Ruby’s Pantry. 
 

Jake’s Network of Hope (formerly Jake’s Diapers) distributes personal care products as well as product donations from 

their corporate partners to various non-profit organizations throughout NE Wisconsin.  We will have a team of volunteers 

sorting and organizing donations at Jake’s Network of Hope on Friday, April 22 from 12-2 pm.  Click [here] or go to 

our church website appfumc.org to sign-up to volunteer on April 22.  Sign-up deadline is April 15. 
 

Opportunities to volunteer for Ruby’s Pantry will be the first Tuesday of each month at First English Lutheran Church.  

Ruby’s Pantry provides food items for a very low price to several hundred people at the FEL site.  The next Pantry date is 

Tuesday, April 5.  All volunteers for Ruby’s Pantry need to register at https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer. Be 

sure to enter Appleton, WI as your primary location, and indicate that you are part of the First United Methodist Church 

group, with Donna Frick as Contact Person.  The volunteer coordinator from First English will be in contact to confirm 

your participation 
 

If you have any questions about these, or other Hands-On Ministry opportunities, please contact Richard Dodge at 

(920) 216-6842, randpdodge@gmail.com or  

Donna Frick at (920) 470-8584, dfrick47@new.rr.com  

https://appfumc.org/jakes_network_of_hope
https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer
mailto:randpdodge@gmail.com
mailto:dfrick47@new.rr.com
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Spring is around the corner and we are looking forward to Holy Week and the celebration of The Resurrection of Christ on 

Easter Sunday! We have so many events planned in April! 

In Sunday School, we will continue to learn more of the ministry of Jesus, his death and resurrection. The Youth will be 

hosting a Pancake Breakfast on Palm Sunday from 8:00-11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and we will have a fun Easter 

Photo Booth for children and families available! Be sure to join us on Easter Sunday at the 9:00 Worship Service as we 

celebrate Christ’s resurrection. The Puppet Ministry will be performing an Easter presentation during the worship service 

and we will be having a special Sunday School lesson, as well as an indoor Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday School! 

We have so many things to be grateful for during this Easter Season, but the most important is our gratefulness for the 

resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

“I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  

And whosever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” (John 11: 25-26) 

Thanks be to God for the Atonement of Jesus Christ and for His gift of resurrection! 
 

Peace be with you and Happy Easter! 
 

(God Bless You!) 

  Miss Debbie 
 

 

 

 

 

The Easter season is a joyous one and we have several 

events planned for the children! On Palm Sunday, we 

will have a fun Easter Photo booth available in the 

Fellowship Hall during the Youth sponsored Pancake 

Breakfast. The children will also be participating in the 

Palm Sunday procession during the Worship Service, so 

the children should be gathered in the Fellowship Hall at 

8:50 a.m. before the worship service.  

On Easter Sunday, we will have The Puppet Ministry 

performing a special presentation during the worship 

service and the children will have a special Easter lesson 

and indoor Easter Egg Hunt during their regular Sunday 

School time. Please come and join us this month as we 

celebrate Christ’s glorious resurrection! 

 

 

JOIN US FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2022! 

JUNE 6- 10   9A- NOON 

Register on our church website appfumc.org 

 

Go off-road for a 

Monumental 

   
 
 
    

- SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS - 
 

 

April   3- Peter’s Denial 

April 10- Palm Sunday 

April 17- Easter – Easter Egg Hunt  

April 24- Breakfast on the Beach 

 

CHILDREN & FAMILY 

MINISTRIES 

 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

GRADES K-5 
 

Pioneer Club is going strong and we are continuing to have 

so much fun! Just a reminder to parents…… On April 6, 

Pioneer Club will meet from 6:30-7:30 p.m. following the 

last Lenten Worship Service. On April 13, 20, and 27, we 

will go back to our normal schedule of 6:00-7:00 p.m. Come 

and join us! 

 

 

 

Join us on 

Easter Sunday 

9:00am  

For  

Sunday School 

and an 

Easter Egg Hunt! 

Help Needed 

See page 11 for 

details! 

https://appfumc.org/vbs_2022
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2022 BUDGET UPDATE AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2022 
 

For the month of February overall income was about $5,000 below budget - and for the year giving is $7,600 below budget.  

Fortunately expenses presently are also below budget leaving us in a positive financial situation.  We expect expenses to 

pick up as we return to more and more of our usual activities so we appreciate your faithful stewardship to First Church! 
 

 

Total Income      February $53,923       Year to Date  $161,161 

Budgeted Income  February $59,325     Year to Date $168,767 

Total Expenses  $77,401     Year to Date  $146,590 
 

 

 

THINK SPRING WITH SCRIP! 

 

Are you starting to think about those Spring projects?  Scrip carries in-stock cards for places like Fleet Farm, Menard’s, 

Home Depot, and Lowe’s!  Looking for an Easter gift for the grandkids?   We have you covered with cards to Culver’s, 

Target, Starbucks and even Amazon!  Of course we always have cards for your everyday gas, groceries and dining.  Maybe 

you don’t write checks and prefer to do it all online?  You can purchase ecards, order physical cards and reload gift cards 

through the mobile app RaiseRight.  Just go to your app store, download the RaiseRight app, and sign up using the 

Enrollment Code BD4E7AC639651.  Then begin shopping!   Stop by the Scrip table on Saturday night in the Conference 

room before worship or on Sunday after worship service in the Fellowship Hall to purchase or ask any questions.  

Remember your purchases support the church without costing you anything!  Hope to see you soon! 
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FREE Youth Mental Health First Aid Training for Faith Communities 
 

 Facilitators: Cindy Czarnik-Neimeyer, M.S. CPS, Catalpa Health Therapist & Prevention Specialist 

          Rev. Jake Czarnik-Neimeyer, M.Div., retired pastor and community volunteer 

Details: 

 Date: Saturday, April 2, 2022, 8:30-4:30 pm 

 Location: Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 2330 E. Calumet St., Appleton, WI 

 Registration is limited to 30 participants.   

 Covid safety protocols will be followed and masks will be required  

 For Questions and to Register, contact:  jake@czarnik.net  

 Read more at  https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org 
 

Youth Mental Health First Aid 

Youth Mental Health First Aid is a FREE evidence-based training course designed to give members of the public 

key skills to help a young person who is developing a mental health problem or experiencing a mental health crisis. 

Read more at https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/ 

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
Please consider signing up to sponsor flowers 

on the altar.  Flowers brighten our worship 

experience and are a beautiful way for you to 

celebrate moments in your lives, honor loved 

ones, or simply to honor how much God 

loves us.  The chart is located on the board 

just outside of the kitchen door.  Flowers are 

$30 and you can take them after the 9:00am 

service to enjoy at home.  All we ask is that 

you return the clean vase to church when the 

flowers fade.  Sign up today!   

 

 

FAMILIES, WE NEED YOUR FEEDBACK AND HELP 
 

The Coronavirus Pandemic has been hard on everyone; quite a few in our church family have  

had Covid 19, many of us didn’t have it or had only very mild symptoms, and some of us even  

lost precious loved ones. 
 

As we are moving into the season of Spring and witness a general move toward easing up pandemic restrictions, 

we want to be especially mindful of the needs of our families with children. These last two years have been very 

hard on our families and disrupted routines that are so important for family life. We’d like to hear your feedback 

on how we as a church family can best be in ministry together with you. All families with children younger than 

19 years of age will be receiving an invitation to participate in a discipleship survey. We ask you to respond to 12 

questions that will help us better discern what’s most needed for our families.  
 

Please be on the lookout for further communication about this survey. We will have both electronic and paper 

copies available for you. 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

THANK YOU to all of you that returned your pledge 

card for our 2022 Stewardship Campaign;  

Together we are the body of Christ: sharing our 

Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service and Witness. 

At this time over 250 of you have returned those 

cards. Throughout 2022, First Church intends to 

remain vital and active with the very best ministry 

intentions and your pledges allow us to plan for 

that!  Together we plan to make a difference to our 

members, our community, and throughout our 

world!  If you have not already done so, please 

prayerfully consider your discipleship and financial 

intentions and return your pledge card by dropping it 

off in worship, mailing to the church office, or 

emailing to Lhalley@appfumc.org.  Thank you for 

your continual support of First Church.   

 

mailto:jake@czarnik.net
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
mailto:Lhalley@appfumc.org
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Creating a space where youth in Grades 6-12 will be excited to           

engage in conversations about Faith.         

 

Wednesday Night Youth Group 
Finding God in Pixar Movies!  

Wednesdays 6:00-7:30 pm 
April 20: The Good Dinosaur 

April 27: Onward 
May 3: Luca 

  

  

  

  

  

Volunteer shifts:           

7:30-9:00 am and 

10:00-11:30 am.      

  

We will not serve  

during Worship.  

Wednesday Night Youth Group     
will meet in the Youth Lounge            

April 13 at 6:00-7:30 pm 
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The main decision making body of the UMC is General Conference which is made up of about 1000 elected members 

from all Conferences across the world. It meets every four years. Because of the Coronavirus Pandemic the 2020 General 

Conference was postponed to September of this year but has recently been further postponed due to the difficulties of our 

international delegates to obtain visas. We’d like to share with you an excerpt of a March 10th letter from our Wisconsin 

bishop, Rev. Dr. Hee-Soo Jung (for up to date information please visit wiconsinumc.org or umc.org): 
 

Grace and peace to you! The apostle Paul began his letters by offering all who read them this gift of grace and 

peace. Grace and peace are the powers from which we proceed, our mission, and the ways we live in the world. 

Thank you for being people of grace and peace. I write with an update related to issues of our missional identity and 

next steps for our conference.  
 

The United Methodist Commission on the General Conference has announced that the 2020 General Conference is 

further postponed until May of 2024. The Commission on the General Conference provided the reasons for its 

decision to postpone the conference in its press release statement… 
 

As your bishop, I believe Jesus calls us to a kin-dom of mutuality and interdependent good. We will continue the 

hard work of dismantling unjust systems in the church and in the world. We will continue to be a big tent church 

whose focus continues to be radical inclusion and racial justice. 
 

The Council of Bishops met yesterday, and we addressed the implications of the postponement. We have identified 

and clarified some pathways forward; however, additional work needs to be done. We’re looking at provisions that 

already exist in The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 related to jurisdictions, assignment 

of bishops, disaffiliation, and separation. We are working together to provide leadership to help sustain the 

worldwide witness and mission of The United Methodist Church. 
 

Let me reassure you that: 

 There are no decisions or actions that need to be made or taken now--not for clergy, congregations, or 

caucuses. 

 I will be working with my Cabinet, the Disaffiliation Task Force, and our Chancellor to prepare fair 

processes for those who wish to pursue disaffiliation or discontinuance. 

 We will continue to be rigorous stewards of the Trust Clause so that gifts from God can be used for mission 

and the Spirit’s work can be our focus. 

 Let me be clear: No one is being asked to leave The United Methodist Church. We need everyone at the 

table to be able to make Christ known. 

 We will work to have updates available, including progress on these matters for the annual conference, June 

10-13, 2022. 
 

My deepest prayer is that we would be people of grace and peace. Thank you for your good stewardship of our 

mission. 
 

Grace and peace to you. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, PhD, Wisconsin Conference 
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Phoebe Circle will be meeting on April 12 at Ellen Roe’s home at 10:00 a.m.  The address is 2018 S. Gladys 

Ave., Appleton, WI. We will be assembling the Personal Dignity Kits to take to Annual Conference.  We are 

still collecting the following items to fill those bags: 
 

bath hand towels  bath washcloths  Band-Aids (3/4 inch x 3 inch)  

nail/toenail clippers  razor with guard  shampoo (15-18 oz)   

deodorant (2-3 oz)  adult toothbrush  toothpaste (2.5 oz or larger) 

      

NOTE:  The annual all-church Salad Luncheon is returning! It will be held on Saturday, May 7th. Mark your calendar!    

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Saturday, May 21st and Sunday, May 22nd 

 

The Volunteers in Mission (VIM) team will be holding their annual plant sale again this year. 

There are two ways to support VIM in this mission:   

1- Donate plants for the sale 

2- Attend the plant sale on either day and choose plants for your own garden. 

All sales are donation based.  You pay what you feel is reasonable. 
 

If you have plants to donate or if you have any questions, 

please call or email Pam Chitek.  920-560-4470 or pschitek@gmail.com    

Thanks so much for your support. 

 

Save the Date 
Phoebe’s All Church  

Salad Luncheon 
Saturday, May 7th 

 

mailto:pschitek@gmail.com
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Sign up through the You Can Count On Me weekly bulletin insert, on the church website (appfumc.org)  

or through the office 920-734-2677 or office@appfumc.org.  
 

 
 

PRAYER MEETINGS WITH PASTOR HAE-JEONG 

Mondays at 6pm in Asbury Lounge. What a privilege that we can pray to God! When two or three gather together,  

God said I will be with you. If you can pray as God wants us, you will own what God owns. Let’s find joy in prayer and 

see the miracles that God works in our lives. Please note that the 2nd Monday of the month- the prayer meeting will be at 

7pm. No Prayer meeting on Monday, April 25th. 

 

THE NATURE OF FREEDOM (Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon)   

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30, Asbury Lounge 

This session is about spiritual Journey together toward the heart of God. This book is a powerful devotional tool that will 

enable people to understand a wide variety of truths about the nature of freedom. It will help you to break the old nature, 

and to live powerfully and freely in the presence of God. 
 

TAI CHI WITH JOSÉ CONCEPCIÓN 

Join José, who is certified by the Tai chi for Health Institute, in the Wednesday evening class at 6:30pm in room 310. 

Tai Chi is a moving mediation practiced mostly for stress reduction, strength and balance. Tai Chi strengthens the natural 

connections between the body and mind’s muscular connections, and helps breathing and circulation.  

 
LENTEN STUDY 

We will continue the Lenten study on the book Savior: What the Bible Says About the Cross by Magrey DeVega 

The cross is the central symbol of the Christian faith. But what exactly did Jesus do to save us from our sins? Why was 

the cross necessary, and what does it mean for us today? In Savior: What the Bible Says About the Cross, Magrey 

DeVega faithfully describes the need for reconciliation between humankind and a holy God through Jesus ’death on the 

cross. The Bible uses many images to understand the meaning of Jesus' death and resurrection, and DeVega guides us 

through these images to achieve a richer understanding of the Christian faith. By exploring the mystery of salvation 

through the cross, we can deepen our love for God and others and strengthen our commitment to follow Jesus.  We have 

many classes available.  
 

Please register on the You Can Count On Me bulletin insert, or sign up online by going to our church website appfumc.org.  
 

 

WNL Plus in May! 

May 4, 11, & 18 
 

5:00pm 

Dinner 
----- 

6:00pm 

Devotion 
---- 

6:30pm 

Classes/Rehearsals 

 
More information on classes on page 13 

http://www.appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
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  WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE PLUS ON MAY 4th, 11TH, 18th
 - CLASSES 

 

GENTLE FLOW YOGA (4pm-5pm)  

Experience a gently paced yoga with focus on breath, strength, alignment, flexibility, and balance. Suitable for 

beginners and those with some experience.  Use of a chair is available to aid in proper alignment of the yoga 

poses.  Mat required. Instructor is Barb Welsh, certified through the Himalayan Institute, has 15 years of 

teaching yoga experience. 

 

UPPER ROOM Bible Study (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

Join us to experience the “Upper Room” daily devotional. We will receive encouragement from God and each 

other as we dive into the shared experiences of the writers and the references to Scripture. We will pray together, 

and share and reflect on what we have learned. You will receive your own copy of The Upper Room to take 

home and continue your time with God. Please bring your Bible and an eager heart to hear from God. You may 

pick up a copy of The Upper Room in one of the racks by the office or near the Welcome Desk, if you wish to. 

 

VBS PREPRATION Group (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

Have you ever visited the Southwest and loved seeing the desert and mesas? Come and join us as we prepare 

decorations such as cactus, tumbleweeds and so much more! Come and enjoy fellowship as we prepare for 

another spectacular VBS! You don't have to be an artist to help, just be willing to have fun! 

 

GARDENING Tips and Tricks…Dig in and Flourish! (6:30pm-7:30pm) 
Alert… all gardeners or “wanna be gardeners”!  

Take advantage of three wonderful WNL Plus opportunities to learn from very experienced Outagamie County 

Master Gardeners.  Enjoy lecture style presentations to inspire you this gardening season.  
 

May 4:  Create a Beautiful Flower Container-Thrillers, Fillers, & Spillers 

Learn tips from Master Gardener Holly Boettcher on selecting the perfect plants at the garden center so you 

can design a beautiful flower container for the entrance of your home or any place special. Holly has been a 

Master Gardener since 2009 when her yard was featured in the Fox Cities Garden Walk.  Along with her 

husband, Tom, Holly founded and built Whistler's Knoll - A Vineyard with Character in the Hortonville area.   

 

May 11th:  Secrets of Successful Fruit and Vegetable Gardening 

Learn tips from beginning to final product to help achieve the garden you want from Lucy Valitchka, a 

Master Gardener since 2005.  Lucy is the Volunteer Coordinator for the Friends of the Scheig Center 

Gardens at Appleton’s Memorial Park plus is involved with many gardening related groups both locally and 

statewide.  

 

May 18th:  All About Composting-Garden Waste is not Waste but a Resource 

Learn tips shared by Tom Wentzel, a Master Gardener since 2007. He will share how to take advantage of a 

natural process – plant decay.  It is easy to do and doesn’t take much time or effort.  The product of 

composting is “black gold” which improves soil but, contrary to popular belief, is not a fertilizer.  Tom says, 

“My composting efforts were never successful until I learned a few basics.  Now, nothing from my garden 

goes to the garbage.”  

WATCH THE WEEKLY BULLETINS AND 

WEBSITE FOR MORE CLASS 

OPPORTUNITIES COMING IN MAY! 
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Wednesday, March 16th 

we had our first Pioneer 

Clubs Award 

Ceremony! 

 

  

HAVE YOU HEARD THE (OTHER) 

GOOD NEWS? 
 

We no longer need to send styrofoam to the 

landfill where it will not break down for 500 

years.  Our Concern and Action Team has placed a 

wooden receptacle in the lower hall inside the 

canopy entrance.  Bring your clean, dry styrofoam, 

and volunteers will see that it gets to the new Foam 

Dome at the county recycling center where it is 

densified and sold for reuse.  Want to be part of 

this project?  Call the church office. 
 

 

A few pictures of the 

first big donation of 

styrofoam collected at 

church 
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We need your help! The box is filled almost daily and certainly is appreciated by our homeless/less fortunate persons 

in the neighborhood. Donations of canned goods- should all be flip top, please. The items that clear out the fastest are: 
 

Cans of spaghetti/meatballs; macaroni & meat  Tuna pouches 

Small cans of beans/wieners    Boxes w/crackers and chicken/tuna/ham 

Microwaveable single-serving soups   Single serving cereal boxes 

Individual sausage sticks     Individual jerky 

Vienna sausages      Fruit and applesauce containers 

Sardines       Puddings 

Snacks (protein bars, crackers/cheese, candy, etc.) Juices 

Wash cloths/soap in zip lock baggies 

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation please drop it off in the offering basket or  

church office- clearly marked for Blessing Box. Thank you. 
 

Besides the food items needed for the Blessing Box, please consider:  small personal hygiene products 

BLESSING BOX 

Please place donations in the collection 

closet by Wesley Room 

 
A GriefShare grief recovery series and support group will be starting here at First Church beginning Tuesday, April 5 

and will be meeting from 1:00 - 3:00 pm each week for twelve weeks.  

GriefShare features nationally recognized experts on grief recovery topics. Seminar sessions include “Is This Normal?” 

“The Challenges of Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” and “Guilt and Anger.” 

Due to Covid, our class will be limited in size to maintain CDC recommendations and pre-registration is REQUIRED.  

Call now to reserve your place in the class.  

Please feel free to contact Phyllis Freeman at (920)574-2859 if you have any questions or would like more information. 

There is no cost for our GriefShare program. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN UP- MAY 1st AT 10:15AM 
 

Would you like to help our church neighborhood? Join the Concern and Action Ministry Team on 

Sunday, May 1st, in the parking lot after church, where each family, group, or individual will receive a 

route to walk and pick up trash on the sidewalk. Garbage bags and plastic gloves will be provided. Lots 

of routes to pick from, short or long!  

A wonderful way to be stewards of this beautiful earth God created for us!  
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PASTOR MARKUS’S RENEWAL LEAVE UPDATE 
 

Two more months and my renewal leave from June 1 – August 31 will start. I am grateful for your prayers for all the 

preparations that have to be made beforehand and I continue to kindly request continued prayers from you. We are in 

good shape. We have established a plan that spells out how some of my key responsibilities will be spread on different 

shoulders. I’m also pleased to let you know that we have lined up some wonderful guest pastors for the time that I’m 

gone. Pastor Hae-Jeong will continue to preach once per month while the other weekends will be covered by familiar 

and new faces; I will share their names with you in the next newsletter. In the middle of July we will welcome my 

father-in-law, Rev. Larry Kreps, to be with us for 6 weeks. His main responsibilities will be to preach and to offer 

pastoral care; he will also be a sounding board to Pastor Hae-Jeong and the church staff and leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

HEALTH WEEKEND 
 

First Church provides a free blood pressure check 

and glucose screening by trained professionals the 

fourth weekend of each month.  On Saturday we 

can be found in the Conference Room at 6:15 

p.m. and on Sundays are found in the Wesley 

Room after service. Just stop in, no appointment 

is needed. See you April 23/24! 

 

 

 

 

May 1st at 10:30am - 2:00pm in Asbury Lounge  
Rev Bill Beaton  

 UMC Elder,   

 a licensed counselor and supervisor for substance abuse, family, and individuals in Sheboygan,  

 Frequent speaker on self-care and recovery issues at the National Rural Institute on Drug and Alcohol Abuse held 

yearly here in Wisconsin for the past 30 plus years 

 Advisor to the Anchor of Hope which is a recovery service focused on God's healing grace. 
 

His idea of recovery means the recovery in the image that is created to be. We need to recover in all life areas: mind, soul, and 

heart. All people have bad habits, stress, and problems such as overeating, not praying enough, loneliness, alcohol, drugs, 

etc. His teaching helps people recover their original selves based upon spiritual and practical way. 

Register by calling/emailing the church office (920-734-2677 or office@appfumc.org ) or on our website appfumc.org. 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
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Summer is around the corner and VBS plans are being 

made! This summer, we will be hosting Monumental: 

Celebrating God’s Greatness June 6-10, 9:00-12:00. 

We are looking for adult volunteers who would like to 

help!  We need helpers during VBS, but there are many 

opportunities to help before as well. Please contact 

Debbie Tidwell if you can donate some of your time. 

This is a great outreach program for the community and 

it’s so much fun! (DTidwell@appfumc.org) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
  

CHRISTIANS IN ACTION - THE CIA PUPPET MINISTRY 

Here is another Individual that should not be missed 

under the radar.  John Franciosi is involved with the 

Puppet Ministry and Vacation Bible School. 

He is our Bob the Builder for the Church.  

He created the two stands that are 

adjustable for our drums and piano so our 

puppets have a place to play.  He built a 

Jeep, a bridge and a boat all super-sized. 

God bless John for all his skill and Thank You for helping! 

mailto:DTidwell@appfumc.org
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MASKS 
 

Masks.  We are all experts in masks these days.  Cloth, surgical, N95, we all have our go to mask.  As part of the 

Befriender training, we learn about a different kind of mask.  This mask is the one we use when presenting ourselves to 

others.  This mask is essential as an adult to fit in and effectively communicate and work in society.  This mask, however, 

can also present a false message that everything is fine within us.  Many times, we are reluctant to expose our loneliness or 

emotional pain because we have had experiences where we were not accepted or taken seriously or we were told to just get 

over it.  Of course, we know that as the mask stays on, healing is less likely and may not happen.  If you would like 

someone to listen to you, there are people in the community who are dedicated to accepting you in a non-judgmental way.  

At First Church, the pastors and the Befrienders are ready to listen. 

 

Bruce Brooks, Befriender  

 

 

The Befriender Ministry is available for anyone 

who may need extra support and spiritual care.  

One way to reach out to the Befrienders is to 

contact bcbrooks55@gmail.com  
Bruce Brooks 

Befriender Visitation/Referral Coordinator. 

Thank you! 

 

The Mission Committee thanks everyone who donated to the February Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive.  Almost 

2000 items were collected, from diapers, toilet tissue, shampoo, deodorants, laundry detergent, toothpaste, to hand 

soap…plus much more! 
  

Because of Covid protocol measures, FUMC’s donated items were picked up by just one crisis agency and therefore not 

taken to a central distribution site as in the past.  The agency which obtained our donation is B.A.B.E.S, Inc, an Appleton 

child abuse prevention and respite care non- profit crisis agency.  B.A.B.E.S. will sort what it can use and then distribute 

to another crisis agency accordingly.  
 

FUMC’s donation is a sign of the heart and love of Christ, reaching out to those in need.  You make a tremendous 

positive difference in the lives of many. Bless You! 
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES: THE MUSIC OF EASTER  

 

What are your memories for the music of Easter? 

 

Following the reflections during Lent on the gift of the Cross. Starting about sixth grade, I developed two traditions for 

every Easter Morning and there were always two hymns I looked forward to singing.  

 

I would get up early, usually 4 AM as there was always a sunrise service to attend, and go the stereo and play the same 

two selections. Probably louder than my family would like, but I did need to wake everyone up. These were J. S. Bach: 

Brandenburg Concerto No. 2, BWV 2017 followed by G. F. Handel: “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah. I found that 

between the trumpet in the Concerto and the Hallelujah Chorus I could renew the experience every year of the 

Resurrection of Christ.  

 

Then when we arrived for the service the two Hymns were “Low in the Grave He Lay” and “Christ the Lord Is Risen 

Today”. We always entered the Sanctuary in darkness while the organ quietly played the first half of “Low in the Grave”, 

then the congregation started singing the hymn and when we got to “Up from the grave he arose” all the lights were 

turning on, we could see the Easter Lilies and the procession started with the acolytes, choir, altar candles, Bible, and 

cross, followed by the pastor. We then have a Call to Worship and sang “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” in four-part 

harmony. For me I knew it was Easter, the ultimate sacrifice was remembered and the hope for the future was given. I 

was ready to hear the scriptures and try hard to stay away for my father’s sermon. 

 

What are your memories of Easter??? 
 

~ Matthew 

 

 

 

 

   

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-OSHKOSH CHAMBER CHOIR TO PERFORM AT 

FUMC APPLETON 

 

Our Church Choirs are sponsoring a Concert featuring the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh Chamber Choir, at 

7:00pm on Tuesday, April 19th. The concert at the church concludes a day long run-out tour to various schools in 

the area and their performance at our church is open to the community. The UWO Chamber Choir is directed by 

Dr. Shannon Gravelle and several of her students sang with our choirs for the 2021 Festival of Carols. They will 

present a variety of choral music by the Chamber Choir, a few selections by their two acapella groups, and a 

handful of solo pieces from some of our upper-class singers. Dr. Gravelle has also asked that one of our choirs 

sings two selections that evening. We hope that you will join us for an evening of vocal music and several vocal 

solos in our Sanctuary and that you will tell all of your friends to come. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 325 E Franklin St. 

Appleton, WI 54911 

  

Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com      
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Jim Van Horn  jimwinnebago@gmail.com 
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org   
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 

 Rev. Dr. Hae-Jeong Yoon HJyoon@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com     
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children & Family Ministries: 
 Debbie Tidwell Dtidwell@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music and Worship Ministries: 

 Dr. Matthew Harden MHarden@appfumc.org  
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net    
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com     
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   
  

Office Manager: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
  

Office Assistant: 

 Pam Chitek PamC@appfumc.org  
 

Nursery Coordinator:   
  Holly Doughty  Holly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens and Doug Herge 
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 COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 A.M. 

SATURDAYS AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

LIVE-STREAMED SERVICES CAN BE WATCHED ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL (APPLETON FUMC) 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

ON  

VIMEO FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE APPFUMC.ORG   

AND ON 

 FACEBOOK 

 

 OFFICE PHONE 920-734-2677      FAX NUMBER 920-882-1461    

WEBSITE  WWW.APPFUMC.ORG  

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL?   

E-MAIL OFFICE@APPFUMC.ORG  WITH THAT REQUEST. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK –  

APPLETON: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FUMCAPPLETON 
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