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April Memory Verse: 
 

For if we have been united with Christ in a death like his, 

  we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.         
    Romans 6:5   

 

 

FOR  

MAY NEWSLETTER 

ALL ARTICLES ARE DUE 

 BY APRIL 15TH  
 

 
 

 
 
 

(Please register in advance online or call the church office. All Easter 

registrations need to be in by Thursday 10:00am. Watch 

Live-Streamed services on our YouTube page Appleton FUMC) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYJ7owzGP6uYKhiYfXDzvEw
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PASTOR PONDERINGS APRIL 2021 

 

DOES THE EMPTY TOMB STILL ROCK? 
 

When Christ rose from the dead it was an ‘event’ of great proportions. Like at his birth, 

nature testified to what was happening. When he was born a star appeared, visible to all, but 

only revealing to a few wise men its significance. When Jesus arose on Easter, nature too 

responds. This time with a great earthquake, a rolling stone, and a shiny angel. It is fair to say 

that his resurrection truly rocked! It shook up, literally, the earth and many people felt the 

tremor. But only a few people understood that it was nature’s testimony of something God 

did for the world. The initial eye witnesses, Roman or Jewish soldiers, responded in great fear 

– but probably fear unlike that of the shepherds in the field at Jesus’ birth as the gospel 

reports to us that they “became like dead men.”   

 

Does Christ’s resurrection still shake you up? I think it should! I think it should shake up 

everyone who has responded in faith to following Jesus. Christ’s resurrection did not happen 

to just vindicate him and reward him for his faithfulness – it happened so he would become 

the first fruits for many others who too, one day, will rise from the dead (1 Corinthians 15: 

20&23).  

 

My wish for you and all of us is that this Easter rocks and that we will be shaken up be the 

mind-blowing deed God did through Jesus Christ. My wish for you and all of us is that we 

live our lives differently, because we are disciples, ready to live to the fullest - in this world 

and in the next. 

 

…suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 

from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards 

shook and became like dead men. – Matthew 28: 2b-4 
 

 

Easter Blessings, 

 

 
 

Pastor Markus 

 

 

                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYJ7owzGP6uYKhiYfXDzvEw
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Join us for a season of new life in worship! Besides the depth of Holy Week and the joy of Easter, 

April will bring acolytes, baptisms, confirmation, camp testimonies, mid-week devotions and so 

much more. We look forward to sharing it with you in person or online! 

 

         

         

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY WEEK 
 April 1 – Holy Thursday, 6:00pm, Communion service 
 

 April 2 – Good Friday, 6:00pm, Text: Luke 23:44-46 

 Theme: “Into your hands” 
 

 April 3 – Easter Saturday service, 5:30pm 

 Text: Matthew 28: 1-10 
 

 April 4 – Easter Sunday services. 9:00am & 10:30am 

 Text: Matthew 28: 1-10 
 

April 11 – Communion, Pastor Dave Farina preaching 

 Theme: Thomas wants to believe 

 Text: John 20: 19-31 
 

Wednesday, April 14 - 6:00pm Wednesday Night LIVE Plus devotion  

    (in sanctuary and livestreamed) 
 

April 18 –  

 Theme: Is Easter over? 

 Text: Luke 24:36b-48 
 

Wednesday, April 21 - 6:00pm Wednesday Night LIVE Plus devotion  

   (in sanctuary and livestreamed) 
 

April 25 – Confirmation 

 Theme: Lost and Found 

 Text: Luke 15: 1-7 
 

Wednesday, April 28 - 6:00pm Wednesday Night LIVE Plus devotion  

   (in sanctuary and livestreamed) 

 
 
    

Preaching Plan

 

I’m Taking a Time Out 

– 

Next Year! 
 

– by Pastor Markus 

 

For the last 4 years I have been 

looking into the possibility of 

taking a formal time of renewal 

leave. Several colleagues, 

family members, and District 

Superintendents I’ve worked 

with have encouraged me to do 

this. In the United Methodist 

Church a pastor can apply for 

renewal leave up to 6 months 

every 6 years. A renewal leave 

of a pastor, regardless of length, 

has to go through a three step 

approval process: The local 

church’s Staff Parish Relations 

Committee has to approve first, 

then the church council and after 

that the bishop and District 

Superintendents have to agree.  

This will be the first time in my 

career that I am taking this kind 

of time-out and I look forward 

for it to be a time that will 

recharge my pastoral batteries.  

I am hoping for it to be a three 

month period from June 2022 – 

August 2022, next year. My 

plan is to spend the majority of 

the time in Germany with my 

boys to help them get to know 

their German heritage and 

family better.  

In due time we will make plans 

for good pastoral coverage here 

at First Church for the time of 

my absence in addition to the 

associate minister that we will 

have by then. 



4 | P a g e  

 

  
 

 
 

LITTLE ANGEL CHILD CARE 

 
Little Angel Child Care is a non-profit organization whose mission is to provide affordable,  

quality child care for low-income and special-needs children in our community.  

Urgent needs include: 

educational toys, art supplies, diapers, and wet ones.  

Also needed are: 

plastic garbage bags and new or gently used clothing sizes 2 – 6 for boys and girls.   

Any of these items can be placed in the marked bin by the Wesley Room.  

 

The director, Cheri Page, mentioned that many parents are now struggling to make child care payments 

during these difficult times, yet the children are not turned away. Therefore the greatest need of all is for 

financial assistance.  

If you prefer to make a monetary contribution, please send a check to the church office and indicate “April 

M.O.M.” in the memo line. All funds will be turned over to help defray child care costs.  

Mrs. Page also indicated that they are seeking qualified individuals to provide child care so they can accept 

more children. If this interests you, please contact Mrs. Cheri Page at 920-419-0808. 

 

Please consider contributing to our collection for Little Angel Child Care as April’s Mission of the Month.  

Thanks in advance for your generosity! 

 

 
 

Are you looking for ways to live out your faith by serving those in need in our local 

community?  Does your employer offer time-off to participate in volunteer activities?   

Each month, First Church will provide opportunities for anyone to participate in hands-on 

volunteering opportunities throughout our local community.  Upcoming opportunities include 

Feeding America and St. Joseph’s Food Program. 

 

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin is the leading hunger relief organization in the state.  

Together with a network of more than 400 member organizations, they provide food to more 

than 400,000 people each year.  On Friday, April 23 from 1:30 – 4 pm we will be sorting 

donated food items at Feeding America’s warehouse at 2911 W. Evergreen Drive in 

Appleton.  We’ll be able to have a group of up to 10 people.  Volunteers must be at least 10 

years old.  Click [here] to sign-up to volunteer on April 23.  Sign-up deadline is April 13. 

 

St. Joseph Food Program provides food to about five hundred local families in need each 

week. Many more families are assisted through help St. Joe’s offers to other organizations.  

On Monday, May 10 from 4-6 pm we will be Fighting Hunger and Sustaining Hope by 

sorting and packaging food for later distribution at St. Joe’s location at 1465 Opportunity 

Way in Menasha.  We’ll be able to have a group of up to 10 people.  Volunteers must be at 

least 12 years old.  Click [here] to sign-up to volunteer on May 10.  Sign-up deadline is 

May 1. 

 

If you have any questions about these, or other Hands-On Ministry opportunities,  

please contact Richard Dodge at (920) 216-6842, randpdodge@gmail.com or  

Donna Frick at (920) 470-8584, dfrick47@new.rr.com 

https://www.appfumc.org/handson_ministry_feeding_america
https://www.appfumc.org/handson_ministry_st_joseph_food_program
mailto:PANDLDODGE@gmail.com
mailto:dfrick47@new.rr.com
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Sunday School  
 

We are now offering in-person Sunday School and Kidz Konnection classes! All children 3 years old – 5th 

grade are invited to join us Sunday mornings at 9:00 in room 314 for an in-person class. Please make 
sure your parents sign you up when the register for church.  
Kidz Konnection is for children in Kindergarten – 5th grade. We will meet Wednesday evenings from 6-
6:30 in room 314. Come join us for some fun fellowship, engaging Bible history, and to fine tune your 
Bible skillz!  
We will still be offering our online classes for those families that aren’t ready yet to meet in-person. 
Either way you join we are excited to have you! 
 

Hi Boys and Girls! 
It has been so wonderful to see some of you back at church and in our Zoom Kidz Konnection class! 
I can’t wait until the day we can all be together again! It is hard to believe that Easter is only a few 
short days away! My prayer is for you and your families to enjoy this special time in our Christian 
faith. Please make sure to talk with your parents to learn all about the amazing miracle that 
happened almost 2000 years ago when Jesus rose out of the tomb! It is the greatest gift we could 
have ever received!   
God’s blessings, Ms. Christine 

 

VBS KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE 
 

Save the date for VBS Knights of North Castle 2021! 
We are so excited to be looking ahead and planning this annual event! 

Although we are prepared to change if needed, we pray that our event can 
take place as it normally has. 

VBS will take place July 26-30 from 9am-noon. Registration and volunteer 
signups are online at www.appfumc.org  on our Children’s Ministry page! 

GYM TIME! 
Are you bored staying in on these cold days? 
Then come join us and get those wiggles out 
in our church gym! Beginning March 13 from 
9-noon you can register for a 45 minute time 
slot to come run around, bounce some balls, 
or play some ping pong in our game room! All 
children must be accompanied by an adult 
and each family can bring one guest.  Signup 
to use the gym can be found on our church 
webpage! This program will run each Saturday 
up until April 17. Three families will be 
allowed each session.  Contact Ms. Christine 
or Brian for more information!   
 

 
WELCOME ACOLYTES! 

We would like to welcome our newly installed acolytes: 
Aurora Hayes 

Samantha Nagy 
Layten Pitsch 

Ivy Snow 
Sophia Tegge 

Hans Wegenast 
Acolyte Coordinators: 

José Concepción and Shelley Parker  

http://www.appfumc.org/


6 | P a g e  

 

 
 

  

 

GRIEFSHARE SEMINAR AND SUPPORT GROUP 

 

No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process.   I understand from personal experience just 

how deeply the loss of a loved one hurts, and I want you to know about a seminar and support group that our 

church is sponsoring.  The GriefShare program is specifically for those grieving the death of a family member or 

friend.   

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that features some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts on grief 

and recovery topics.  The video seminars are combined with group discussion of the materials presented during the 

video, as well as participants sharing how they themselves are dealing with the death of their loved one.   

Each week is a different topic, so I encourage participants to attend the entire 13-week cycle to get the maximum 

benefit.  I realize that there are times when your schedule will not allow you to be in attendance, perhaps even the 

first week or two.  Not to worry, I can help to keep you quickly caught up with the class.   There is no cost for this 

program, and there is no requirement that you talk or share in the group.   Over the weeks, participants will begin 

to gain closure in their loss.   Regardless of how much time has passed, even years later it can be difficult to move 

forward in life when you are still struggling with the grief and emptiness that happens after a loved one dies.   

Brochures highlighting the GriefShare program are available in the downstairs information desk area.  This 

program is open to the community, so please feel free to share this information with someone who could benefit 

from the program.  Please contact me if you have questions or would like more information about GriefShare.   

I would welcome the opportunity to talk with you.     

An afternoon series just recently began and is being offered on Tuesdays from 1:00 - 3:00 pm, and there is still 

room for a few more participants.  If you are interested, please contact Phyllis Freeman at 574-2859.   

Our next evening GriefShare series will begin on Tuesday, April 6th at 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.   All classes will be 

held in Asbury Lounge.  ALL classes observe ALL requirements to comply with Covid-19 safety protocols, and all 

participants must wear a mask.  We will have plenty of space to observe social distancing.  

If you would like to reserve your space in either the afternoon or the evening class, please contact Phyllis Freeman, 

574-2859 or pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

 

Phoebe Circle 

 

Soon you will be receiving the Phantom Salad Luncheon information in the mail.  The 

monies collected each year are distributed to a variety of non-profit agencies in our area.  In 

the past we have been able to support approximately 15 local agencies.  This is a chance for 

all the women in the church to participate in this worthwhile endeavor.  We hope to raise at 

least $3000 to continue in this missional program.  There are so many needs within our own 

community and we would like to continue supporting the organizations that provide services.   

We hope that you can help us meet this goal and we thank you in advance for your 

contributions.   

~ Ellen Roe & Bonnie LeClair 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale 
Art in the Park, July 24th and 25th, 2021 

 

The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) Team will again hold their annual Jewelry, Scarf and 

Purse Sale during Art in the Park. This is a good time to set aside and donate any gently 

used jewelry, scarves and purses as you do your spring cleaning. We will begin 

collecting these items the beginning of May. Look for more details in the May 

Connections. The Volunteer in Mission Team thanks you for your continued support. 

mailto:pfreeman1@new.rr.com
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Join First English Lutheran Church, other Appleton churches, neighborhood partners and local non-

profits for an informational meeting via ZOOM on Tuesday, April 13 at 7 p.m. to learn more about First 

English Lutheran Church becoming a host site for Ruby’s Pantry.  

 

Ruby’s Pantry is a monthly pop-up food pantry and is for ANYONE who eats! There is no income or 

residency requirement. Ruby’s Pantry is for anyone looking to extend their monthly grocery budget. 

Each guest gives a $20 donation and receives an abundance of grocery items with an average value of 

around $200.  

 

At this informational meeting, you’ll hear an overview of Ruby’s Pantry, how a site at First English may 

potentially function, highlights of key volunteer positions as well as program needs. This program can 

only move forward with community collaboration; this is a project that cannot be supported by FELC 

volunteers alone. Please visit https://www.felc.com/rubyspantry to RSVP by Monday, April 12. More 

information about Ruby’s Pantry can be found at www.rubyspantry.org or by contacting Deni Kuchler at 

dkuchler@felc.com or (920)358-0554. 

 

 

 

 

A huge THANK YOU to all who have donated food items to the Blessing Box!  The box is filled almost daily 

and certainly is appreciated by our homeless/less fortunate persons in the neighborhood as it is emptied almost 

daily!  We need your continued support.  The items that clear out the fastest are: 

 

Cans of spaghetti/meatballs; macaroni & meat  Tuna pouches 

Small cans of beans/wieners    Boxes w/crackers and chicken/tuna/ham 

Microwaveable single-serving soups   Single serving cereal boxes 

Individual sausage sticks    Individual jerky 

Vienna sausages     Fruit and applesauce containers 

Sardines      Puddings 

Snacks (protein bars, crackers/cheese, candy, etc.) Juices 

Wash cloths/soap in zip lock baggies 

 

Reminder:  All cans need to have pull tab tops.  Also, we don’t have space as a food pantry; therefore, food 

items should be of the grab-and-go variety. 

Outagamie County Aging Unit Survey Planning With You; Not For You 
 

Outagamie County Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) seeks input from the public on suggestions to improve 

programs and services for County Residents, especially for older adults and their caregivers.  Ideas will help develop a 

Three-Year Aging Plan.  If interested: VISIT THE FOLLOWING TO TAKE THE ONLINE SURVEY:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfk3U_wIUZo924vR0J7UgsRHfkLHKLM6RYDaGYlPrjgEY0dlw/viewform 

 

Contact Kali R. Erickson, Aging and Nutrition Supervisor, Outagamie County Health and Human Services 

kali.erickson@outagamie.org Phone: 920-832-5146 | Fax: 920-832-2113 for more information.  Citizen input is most 

important and desired. 

BLESSING BOX 

https://www.felc.com/rubyspantry
http://www.rubyspantry.org/
mailto:dkuchler@felc.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfk3U_wIUZo924vR0J7UgsRHfkLHKLM6RYDaGYlPrjgEY0dlw/viewform
mailto:kali.erickson@outagamie.org
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Youth Group on Wednesday Nights in April! 

In-Person Youth Group @ 6:00-7:30 pm 

Virtual Youth Group @ 7:30-8:15 pm 

  

  

                                                                                                  

  

Creating a space where youth will be excited to engage in conversations about Faith.         

The Rite of Confirmation Services 

10
th
 Grade: Saturday, April 24 @ 11 am  

9
th 

Grade: Sunday, April 25 @ 10:30 am  

Services will be Live-streamed   

YouTube Channel: Appleton FUMC 

Did you know that each week during Youth Group a 

Trivia Question is asked about  

the upcoming week’s Worship Service?   

The winner wins lunch from the restaurant  

of their choice delivered by Brian Stahl. 

Confirmation on Wednesday Nights in April! 

April 7: Grades 8, 9, and 10 @ 6:00-7:30 pm 

April 14: Grades 9 and 10 @ 6:00-7:30 pm 

April 21: Grades 9 and 10 @ 6:00-7:30 pm 

  

  

                                                                                                  

  

First Church will celebrate our Graduates during 

Worship on a Sunday in May!  If you have a 

family member who graduated in December of 

2020 or is graduating from high school or any 

higher education institution in 2021,  

please record a 10-15 second video clip in 

Landscape Mode with the following:  

Name, school, and future plans  

to Brian at  

920-840-5075 or bstahl@appfumc.org by May 1. 
  

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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The Grace of Les Misérables 
 

Wednesdays 11:15-12:30 via ZOOM. (April 14-May 19).  

Author Rev. Matt Rawle explores six themes of grace, justice, poverty, revolution, 

love, and hope found in the characters in Victor Hugo’s novel.  Rawle draws 

parallels between the story and musical and our Christian calling, inspiring us to 

understand our faith and live it out in the world.   

Cynthia Whitely, facilitator. 

 
  

How to register? 

Go to our church 

website under 

the Adult 

Groups and 

Small Classes 

page or by 

calling the 

church office 

(920-734-2677). 

 

 

Women of the Word 

“The Walk” 
 

Mondays 7:00-8:30p.m. 

(March 22-April 26) 

Facilitated by Sue Stehula,  

via ZOOM 

Author Adam Hamilton focuses 

on five essential spiritual 

practices that are rooted in Jesus’ 

own walk with God and taught 

throughout the New Testament.   

Learn how these practices can become part 

of your own life and also help grow the 

church. 

“Learning to Walk 

in the Dark” 
 

Tuesdays 1:00-2:30 via ZOOM.  

(April 20-May 11) 

Author Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor 

challenges readers to consider how 

we can learn from the darkness, 

even though there is a tendency 

to associate all that is good with 

lightness and all that is evil and 

dangerous with darkness.   

Through darkness we can find 

courage, understand the world  

in new ways, feel God’s  

presence around us and grow.  

Various facilitators. 

Men’s and Women’s Thursday Noon Study 

“Be Strong…” 

Study on the Book of Joshua 
 

Thursday Noon Studies - Men’s (Noon- 12:45) and Women’s (12:45 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.) Continuing April 6th 

The Biblical book of Joshua teaches how to be strong in many senses of the word. Men will be continuing  

their study of Joshua while Women begin the study.  Both groups will be led by Pastor Markus. Via Zoom 

 

 

Sunday Bible Study  

“Read Through the Bible in a Year” 

This easy to follow study allows for 

connections between the Old and New 

Testament while enjoying reading the Bible 

with a group! Sunday, 10:15am via ZOOM 

https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
https://appfumc.org/adult_classes__small_groups
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Mark 12: 30-31: 

Living out the most important commandment found in Mark 12: 30: 

And you shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart, soul, mind and strength.  

 Let’s explore together an evening of enriching our faith. 
 

·ENRICHING OUR SOUL! 

 Three special events:  

1. April 14:  Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart - The words or actions used in attempts to help hurting people 

may unintentionally add to their burdens instead of easing their pain.  Befrienders Marilyn Berg and Birdie 

Schottmuller will share some “do’s and don’ts “when relating to those who are suffering. 

2. April 21: Resiliency: How To Snap Back After Being Stretched Too Thin- At the very least, the COVID 

pandemic has been a test to our personal, family and community resilience, or our ability to tolerate and bounce 

back from difficult life events. While some people are born with higher levels of “mental toughness,” resilience 

is a skill that can be learned and nurtured—especially during high stress times. Cultivating this skill has positive 

impacts on many areas of our lives, both personally and collectively. Ellen Koski, MPH, CPH, is the director of 

the Fox Valley Advance Care Planning Partnership, a community movement to normalize advance care planning 

and conversations. As a community health educator by training, Ellen seeks to identify and grow the knowledge, 

skills, and environments necessary to support healthy communities.  

3.  April 28: Connecting to God Through Meditation and Centering Prayer- Rich Elrod will introduce the practice 

of transcendental meditation as a way to calm and renew our mind, body and spirit. In addition, the idea of 

centering prayer to listen to God connecting with us during quiet moments will be highlighted. 
 

·ENRICHING OUR HEART! 

Have unfinished knitting projects haunting you?  Participate in the KUP event (Knitting Unfinished Projects).   

This activity meets each Wednesday night giving an opportunity for participants to work on any knitting project of 

choice. This is not intended to be a basic knitting instruction class. Resource leaders available for some of the tangled 

knot questions 😊. 

 

·ENRICHING OUR MIND! 
God interrupts lives of ordinary people, calling them to service they never could have imagined. 

The Bible describes several of these people. The same God might be calling you!  Lean in and listen to the stories.  

Pastor Markus will lead the three week discussion, Called, which is in-person, and also will be live-streamed on our 

Church YouTube Appleton FUMC. 

 

·ENRICHING OUR STRENGTH! 

Join Lorrie Formella, owner of Seasons of Life Empowerment LLC, for three weeks to learn easy mind-body 

practices which foster serenity and peace that help to maximize health, resiliency, and wellbeing. Engage in gentle 

qigong and tai chi movements, breathing exercises, meditation, and self-acupressure to strengthen your soul. No 

experience necessary. The practices can be done standing or seated. Wear comfortable clothing and shoes.  Bring a 

mat if wish to lie down during meditation.  Appropriate for both men and women. Class held in the remodeled gym. 

Lorrie is an experienced Spring Forest Qigong and Tai Chi Easy trainer, in addition to being certified in 

Rehabilitative Tai Chi and Qigong. She is a Circle of Life Coach and holds other certifications. 

WNL Plus Programing is Back!  
April 14, 21 & 28th 6:30pm 

(In-Person and Live-Streamed)) 

Join us for our LIVE  

WNL Devotions in the Sanctuary  

at 6:00pm prior to attending a class. 
 

(Register on our website or by calling the church office) 
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Prayer 
 

From the days of the early church, when parishioners prayed “without ceasing” for an 

imprisoned Peter, Christians have known the value of corporate prayer.  For myself, when I 

finally opened up to receive the prayer of others, I began to feel the power, the wonder, and the 

glory of communal prayer.  It has made all the difference.  

 

In 2021, no matter the time of day nor how distant your location, you can make your prayer 

needs known and Befriender Ministers will be honored to receive and offer your concerns or 

joys to God.   

 

Our new online Prayer Request Option on the FUMC website allows access from any location at 

any time.  Touch the prompt and enter any information you would like to share about your 

prayer needs in the text box, adding personal contact information only if you like.  The second 

prompt requesting email address is for your use only if you would like a copy of your request.  

 

Befriender Ministry serves to listen and pray with and for others.  We offer prayer after church 

services, hospital and shut-in visitation, and to walk beside another in a one-on-one relationship 

through difficult times.  Pam Chitek is our Visitation/Referral Coordinator and can be reached at 

pschitek@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Birdie Schottmuller, Befriender 

 

 

 

 
 

The Befriender Ministry is available for anyone who may 

need extra support and spiritual care.  One way to reach 

out to the Befrienders is to contact pschitek@gmail.com 

Pam Chitek,  Befriender Visitation/Referral Coordinator. 

WORKSHOP HOSTED BY COMMON GROUND 

Golden Rule Dialogue Workshop 
 

Are you anxious or tired of the polarization and divisiveness in society? Do you want strategies to engage in dialogue 

with others, online or in person, even about “taboo topics” like politics, race, religion? Common Ground is a 

community organization of church leaders and community leaders. Our church is part of the organization. This 

workshop seeks to equip you with practices that foster dialogue, trust, and positive relationships. In this time of great 

division, our goal is to move the needle of our society — away from polarization and demonization of the Other, and 

toward authentic relationships that celebrate differences while working toward community. Click here to register or 

use link: https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehq7dxkv19a6d585&oseq=&c=&ch=  
 

IMPORTANT: This is an INTERACTIVE workshop. Attendees must have access to a camera and microphone to participate. 

mailto:pschitek@gmail.com
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=ro6jqyuab&oeidk=a07ehq7dxkv19a6d585
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehq7dxkv19a6d585&oseq=&c=&ch
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Save The Date: 

 

Saturday, May 22 and Sunday, May 23 
 

THE PLANT SALE IS BACK FOR 2021 
 

After a break last year due to Covid, the Volunteer in Mission (VIM) Team will be 

holding our annual plant sale again this year.  There will be changes in how we run 

the sale as safety is a top priority. 

There are two ways to support this fund raiser: 

1- Donate plants to be sold 

2- Attend the plant sale on either day and choose plants for your own garden. 

All sales are donation based.  You pay what you feel is reasonable. 

If you have plants to donate or if you have any questions, please call or email Pam 

Chitek.  920-560-4470 or pschitek@gmail.com 

Thank you so much for your support! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

HELP FOR THE HOMELESS HYGIENE DRIVE THANK YOU 

 

Kudos to First Church members for providing so abundantly with the Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive as the 

March Mission of the Month.  Your generosity is appreciated by the crisis organizations in the Valley.  Due to 

COVID-19 restrictions, the donations given this year were picked up by one of the participating crisis agencies which 

then sorted items to help supply its needs and then distributed what they could to other crisis agencies.  The crisis 

agency that picked up the donated items from First Church was B.A.B.E.S Inc., an Appleton based agency that is 

committed to the prevention of child abuse and neglect by providing safe, no-cost respite care, educational support 

services, and counseling to young families.  Our donations represented 1800 items which included over a 1000 diapers 

and baby items which were a real blessing to BABES.  In addition, there were 18 containers of laundry detergent and 

many other cleaning supplies that will be used at B.A.B.E.S.  Personal supplies donated such as deodorants, razors, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, and feminine products will be given out as items for eligible adults who bring a child to 

BABES or given to another crisis agency for use.   

Thank you from the Mission Committee for the bountiful sharing of First Church hearts to help those less fortunate. 

MEALS FOR AN APPLETON POLICE OFFICER 

Hello friends. Recently an Appleton police officer lost his wife in childbirth. He is now left raising their 4-year-old child and 

newborn. Soon he will have to return to work and his parents are helping with babysitting the children when he cannot be 

there. The chaplain with the police department is arranging meals for the officer and his family for several months and we 

have been asked to help in providing those meals for the month of May. Would you be willing to help in providing some of 

those meals? We are looking to provide 10 foil wrapped main meal casserole type dishes sized 9x12. Each meal will need 

to be freezer friendly and labeled with cooking instructions attached. We also need 10 side dishes (veggies, pasta etc.) 

freezer friendly and ready to heat up as easy additions to casseroles or for standalones. We would also like 10 8x8 pans of 

any type of desserts, again freezer friendly and cooking/heating instructions included. Everything will need to be labeled and 

have cooking instructions included. The family likes Chinese, Mexican, homemade pizza, chicken, and pasta dishes. There 

are no food allergy concerns and no special request. Would you be willing to help this officer and his family? Please contact 

Carolyn Bube at c.s.bube@gmail.com or call 920-979-1839 with what you are willing to provide. Your help would be 

greatly appreciated. Meals will need to be delivered on April 30th to be provided to the family for May. 

 

mailto:pschitek@gmail.com
mailto:c.s.bube@gmail.com
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SAD NEWS… 

 

 

We are deeply saddened to inform you that Cha Vang, the woman we built the 

house on Washington Street with, for our Habitat project, died a few months 

ago from cancer. Some of you may have noticed that the house has been vacant 

for a couple of weeks. Her son and aunt who lived in the house with her live 

with other family members now but we do not know where. We ask you all for 

your heartfelt prayers, especially for Cha’s son, Shaun and aunt, Mee. 

 

We did inquire with Habitat about the plans for the house. They are currently 

working with a woman who goes through the process of becoming the new 

tenant of the home by fall of this year. We will keep you informed about this 

status. Cha’s family will always have a big spot in our congregational heart and 

we pray that the house will become a blessed haven for the new family which 

we plan to meet in the fall. 

CHURCH RECORDS 
 

Baptism: 
 

 3/14/2021 Ayla Wren Babbits, daughter of  

   Michael and Allie Babbitts   
   (granddaughter of Donn & Sharon Theuerkauf) 

 

 
First Church is looking for Prayer Partners for  
Youth serving this summer on Mission Trips.   

If you would like to be part of this essential ministry, 
please contact Brian Stahl at bstahl@appfumc.org or                 

920-840-5075 for more information. 
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MEET OUR NEW PASTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP 

REV. DR. HAE-JEONG YOON 

 

  

 
We are extremely excited to introduce to you the new Pastor of Discipleship for our 

church.  

 

Hae-Jeong (phonetically Ha Jung) was ordained in 2018 at the Annual Conference in 

Modesto, California. She currently serves two churches in northern California. She was 

born in On-Yang, South Korea. Pastor Hae-Jeong has an impressive educational 

background that includes a BA from Korea University in Seoul, where she studied 

English Literature. She next studied in Germany at Köln University, where she earned a 

Master's degree in musicology, and at Osnabrück University, where she earned a Ph.D. in 

musicology. After moving to the US, she studied at the University of Dubuque 

Theological Seminary, Iowa before transferring to the Pacific School of Religion in 

California, where she earned a Master of Divinity degree. Pastor Hae-Jeong has worked 

as a Clinical Pastoral Education Resident at California Pacific Medical center and is 

qualified as a professional Chaplin. Her son lives in Madison, Wisconsin. She is a 

passionate preacher, skilled teacher, gifted musician, and a mighty prayer warrior.  

 

Pastor Hae-Jeong was introduced to the Staff Parish Relations Committee of our church 

on March 18th and will start her appointment at First Church in July. We give thanks to 

God for sending us Pastor Hae-Joeng and for all the gifts she will bring to enrich our 

church family and our community. 

Your CHANCEL MINISTRY TEAM is looking for some new people to be a part of the 

decorating of the church.  The Chancel goes beyond just Easter and Christmas, by switching up 

floral arrangements and banners and decor, it keeps the church looking fresh and 

inviting.  There is also the responsibility of altar arrangements each week that can be done a 

rotating basis, as well as some outside pots and planting and watering.  You can pick your area 

of interest and if we have enough hands, it will be light work.  Please call the church office at 

734-2677.  

ALTAR FLOWERS - On average we need between 44 to 50 arrangements a year to decorate our 

altars.  You can sponsor altar flowers for any occasion. Plus you get to take them home after 

the Sunday service to enjoy. Sign up on the sheet near the Welcome Desk, or call the church 

office, and one our Chancel members will contact you.  

If you have any fun vases that you don’t need any more, the chancel team would love to use 

them for our altar flowers. Did you know having flowers on the altar make for a more 

beautiful worship experience, and give us a sense of peace and contentment?   

 

Thank you First Church for your 

participation in the  

Youth and Children’s and Ministries  

Cinnamon Roll Lenten Fundraiser.  

Your generosity raised $392.00 for the 

Freedom Center Food Pantry!  
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BUDGET UPDATE AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2021            
 

For the month of February, giving was below budget by $4,000 putting us $6,000 below budget for the year.   However  

expenses continue to be low mainly due to staff vacancies.  Thank you for your continued support of First Church.   

Need help with one of our giving options?  Contact Lynn in the church office at 920-734-2677 or lhalley@appfumc.org  

 
Total Income             February $50,240                    Year to Date   $158,703 

Budgeted Income      February $54,609                    Year to Date   $164,335 

Total Expenses          February $59,413                    Budgeted Expenses  $ 79,117 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Does the recent stimulus package have some extra cash in your pocket?  Looking to do a project this Spring?  Support 

the Church by purchasing Scrip gift cards!!!   Cards are in-stock at any time for places like Fleet Farm, Menard’s, 

Home Depot, and Lowe’s!   You can even get Amazon gift cards and upload them into your Amazon account!  Of 

course cards are always available for groceries, gas, and restaurants.  You can continue to call the church office with 

your order but breaking news…  SCRIP WILL BE AVAILABLE IN-PERSON AT SUNDAY SERVICES AFTER 

EASTER!   No checkbook or not ready to come back to church?  No problem - get the Raise Right app and make 

purchases on your phone or home computer.  The enrollment code is BD4E7AC639651.  Remember, your gift card 

purchases support the Church without any extra money out of your pocket!    

mailto:lhalley@appfumc.org
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Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com      
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com    
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org   
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com     
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org    
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org   
 

Interim Directors of Music Ministries: 

 PJ Uhazie PJUhazie@appfumc.org    

 Jack Murphy JMurphy@appfumc.org    
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net    
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com     
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com  
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Kelci Page Kelci.m.page@Lawrence.edu  
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com      
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org     

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org    
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens and Doug Herge 
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Come worship with us! 
 

In-person worship on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

(please register in advance to attend) 
 

Weekend Worship will continue to be available online on  

Vimeo found on our website appfumc.org  and on Facebook 

Live-Streamed services can be watched on our 

YouTube channel (APPLETON FUMC) 
 

 Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461    

Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail 

office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook –  

Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton 
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