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“Making Christian Disciples” 

April 18th  

Email articles to 
office@appfumc.org 
 

April Memory Verse: 
 
 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ … 

      1 Peter 1:3 
 

Philippians 2:4 
 

 

 

 
 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday, April 14th  
 Welcome Jesus with palm waving and music by Wesley Hand Bell Choir  
 

Holy Thursday, April 18th - 6:15 p.m. 
 Special Musical Tenebrae Service – The Festival Choir will be presenting a 

 special work designed for Holy Week, entitled “The Seven Last Days,” which 

 follows Christ from Palm Sunday through to his crucifixion.  Communion served 
 

Good Friday, April 19th - 12:00 p.m. 
 Ecumenical Service at United Church of Christ 724 E South River St, Appleton
  

Easter Eve, Saturday, April 20th - 5:30 p.m. 
 Celebrate the Resurrection in the Chapel – special music by Gabriel’s Brass 
 

Easter Sunday, April 21st - 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 Celebrate the Resurrection with a puppet show by C.I.A. and special music by 

 Brass Quintet plus timpani.  

 

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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April 2019 Preaching Plan 
 

April 3 – WEDNESDAY, 6:15PM 

Preacher: Brian Stahl 

Text: Luke 7:36-50 
 

April 6/7 – COMMUNION; Pastor Liz preaching 

Theme: Embracing Freedom 

Text: Matthew 18:23-35 
 

April 10  – WEDNESDAY, 6:15PM 

Preacher: Markus Wegenast 

Text: Colossians 3: 12-17 
 

April 13/14 – PALM SUNDAY, Pastor Markus preaching 

Theme: Reconciliation and Restoration 

Text: Luke 7:36-47 & Palm Sunday story 
 

April 18 – HOLY THURSDAY, 6:15PM 

“The Seven Last Days” – musical worship with communion 
 

April 19 – GOOD FRIDAY, 12:00PM 

Ecumenical Service at United Church of Christ 724 E South River St, Appleton 
 

April 20/21 – EASTER SERVICES, Pastor Markus preaching 
 

April 27/28 – CONFIRMATION WEEKEND, Pastor Markus preaching 

 
 

 

 

P
a
s
t
o
r
 
P
o
n
d
e
r
i
n
g
s
 

 

Pastor Ponderings April 2019 
 

How goes is with your hope? 

 
 

Easter is God’s answer to hopelessness. When that stone of finality of Jesus tomb was set in 

place, no one expected if to be removed hardly three days later. ALL hope was gone by the 

afternoon of Good Friday. And yet, there’s God who moves and shakes in the midst of all 

hopeless. According to some New Testament passages Jesus was quite busy evangelizing in 

the realm of death while his disciples, both male and female, crouched together in their 

hopelessness.  

 

Do we take something away from this for us this Easter season? Are we willing again to give 

ourselves to the great narrative of God defeating death and hopelessness? Are we set to follow 

his lead and live as people of hope no matter what challenges we face? 

 

As a United Methodist Congregation we share in the restlessness our denomination is 

experiencing over its struggle to find common ground when it comes to dealing with matters 

of same gender attraction and love. It is quite ironic that over all matters we could and can be 

conflicted about this is the one it most boiled down to.  

 

I want to encourage you to read the statement that our bishop, Bishop Hee Soo Jung, 

published immediately following the March 2019 General Conference session. I so much 

appreciate his deep honesty and persistence in not letting go of hope despite his own personal 

deep disappointment. 

 

As a United Methodist, wrestling with matters of human sexuality may not be the most 

important issue of your spiritual life. But I want to encourage you to live hope in whatever 

situation you find yourself in which you feel that hope is hard to see. 

 

-continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

                                          

 

 
 
 
  

April 2019 Pulpit Preview – Did you know…? 

As holy week approaches I am wondering: Did 

you know that our church has a longstanding 

unique tradition when it comes to Easter? While 

some Christian traditions hold to doing beautiful 

Easter vigils that often go into midnight on the 

Saturday before Easter, our church celebrates a 

full blown Easter service. To some it may be odd 

to celebrate Easter on a Saturday at 5:30pm, but 

many in our church have gratefully embraced 

this opportunity. And let’s face it: At local 

Jerusalem time Sunday has already started!!  
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How do you want to grow this spring? 

As I write this, it is the first day of Spring.  So 

exciting, when we think about how cold and snowy of 

a winter we have had.  (Nothing like last year.)  It 

seems sometimes as if Spring will never come, yet 

every year it does.  When I think of Spring, I think of 

the tulips that pop out of the ground and remind us 

that there is new life even in the mud.  The only sad 

part is that after they stop blooming, you don’t see 

them again until the following year. 

This month, April, we will celebrate Easter where we 

are reminded of the ultimate life that we receive from 

the mud of death.  But, our growing, our blooming, 

our life does not end just in Easter.  We are invited 

into more ways that we can grow through the Spring 

and Summer.   

I invite you to take a look at the Adult Education Page 

and see where you want to grow.  We have many 

things from Bible Studies to Book Studies, from 

intellectual classes to being in God’s world.  Will you 

chose to be an everlasting tulip that keeps blooming 

always growing or a tulip that only blooms for a short 

period every year?   

I really hope you chose the first. 
 

With God’s love, 
 
 

 

Pastor Liz 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Church Records 
        

     Deaths: 

   02/22/19 

    Dale Edwards 

   03/14/19  

   Vera Lucas  

 

   Baptism:  

  03/03/19  

   Jack Thomas, 

   son of Daniel 

   and Lindsay  

   Kalupa 

New Members: 

03/17/19  

 Caleb Curtis 

 Connie Curtis  

 Amy Flanders  

 John Groetsch 

 Sue Groetsch, 

 Adele Petit 

 Becky Somers 

 Dennis Somers 

 Sue Stehula, 

 Scott Vermullen 

 Christa Vermullen 

   

  

 

Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 – 

 

Stones of hopelessness tend to roll with our God. Our bishop 

seems to understand that and I want to echo his encouragement 

for us. 

Please pray for our bishop and the leaders of our Wisconsin 

Conference in these days. I’m sure they will appreciate every 

act of encouragement from you no matter how you feel and 

think about the challenges they face. 
 

Blessings to you, my beautiful*  people of First Church,  

 

Pastor Markus. 
 

* You may have to read our bishop’s statement or other writings of 

him to catch this one … 

 
 
 

New Member Recognition 
 

On March 17th, we celebrated 11 new members joining First Church.  Please continue to 

introduce yourself to these wonderful people, and let them know glad you are to see them. 

In the main picture you will find: (starting Left) Sue Stehula, Dennis & Becky Somers 

(Stella, Lakin, Frank, Evelyn), Adele Petit, Connie & Caleb Curtis, Scott & Christa 

Vermullen (Carys, Harper, Declan, Ander).  The children are listed from oldest to 

youngest.  In the separate picture we have Amy Flanders. Not pictured John & Sue Groetsch. 
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2019 Budget Update as of February 28, 2019  

 
Thank you for your continued support of First Church!    

February giving was down slightly and expenses were up slightly –  

mostly due to the weather expenses of snow removal and utilities!    

Hopefully Spring has arrived?!? 

 

Total Income           February $52,609            Year to Date  $167,692 

Budgeted Income    February $54,668            Year to Date $166,950 

Total Expenses        February $80,188            Budgeted for February $78,205 
 

Did you know…? 
 

The first sermon was delivered in “Johnston’s Shanty” as our 

First Church was called  

(actually the first church in Appleton!),  

on October 8, 1848 by the Rev. William H. Sampson.  

 

 

                                 
 

On February 15th the new main power panel for the entire church facility became operational.  The new power panel 

replaced the original main power panel dating back to 1924 when the original facility was built.  WE Energies in 

conjunction with our electrical contractor, Eland Electric installed new power lines to the building from the new 

power pole and stepdown transformers. With the new WE Energies service and electrical panel upgrade, the church 

facility now has the capability to provide electrical power for all of the new air-conditioning units. The new air-

conditioning units are located on the second and third floor of the School Wing Classrooms, Fellowship Hall, 

Welcome Desk area and Sanctuary. This completes another major item on the Capital Projects list of upgrades.    

 

The Board of Trustees voted and approved the purchase of furniture for the newly remodeled Youth Lounge.  The 

furniture is commercial grade and will nicely furnish and provide comfort for all that use the Youth Lounge.  Funding 

was provided by donations and funds borrowed from Endowment. New acoustical noise buffering panels have been 

ordered to reduce the echo in the commons room. 

 

As funds become available the other remaining projects to be completed will be undertaken.  The projects remaining 

are, new down spouts and gutters, Fellowship Hall remodel, new flooring and paint the walls.  Remodel of the second 

floor where choir rooms are, (1924 building), new doors, flooring in the hallway and painting of the hallway walls.  

Second and third floor School Wing, new doors, flooring in the hallways and hallways painted.  Upgrade the Gym 

and a new exterior electronic sign. 

 Board of Trustees 

 

 
Capital Campaign 

Projects Status 
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Mission of the Month 

                                                
 

The Mission of the Month for April is Little Angels Child Care.  Little Angels Child 

Care was started over 30 years ago to provide affordable quality childcare for low-

income and special needs children in the Appleton area.  Wisconsin offers childcare 

assistance to low-income families, but it can take to four weeks for aid to begin.  

Little Angels Child Care has helped families while parents are seeking work or 

hospitalized.  Little Angels never says no to parents that need to start work before 

their aid begins.  Nor have they raised fees for many years to ensure rates are 

affordable. 

There are a number of ways to help Little Angels.  Donations: Art supplies, paper 

products, diapers, baby wipes, wet wipes and gently used or new clothing sizes 2-6 

for boys and girls.  Many times these children lack warm clothing needed for 

Wisconsin winters.  Gift Cards:  Wal-Mart, Target, Fleet Farm and/or grocery 

stores.  You can also give the gift of time in toy repair, reading stories and/or help 

clean toys and furniture. 

Little Angels Child Care is a non-profit corporation accepting tax deductible 

donations to offset the budget to provide affordable quality child care for low-

income families.  Please contact Linda Michaelis at 733-4301 with any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

What is VIM? 
 

What is VIM?  Glad you asked, 

because it’s not a secret, and it 

may be just the thing for you.  

VIM stands for Volunteers in 

Mission.  This is a group of adults 

who plan for and go on a mission 

trip, in either September or 

October each year.   

Alabama, Kentucky, New Jersey, 

Arkansas, New Mexico are just 

some of the states to which this 

group has traveled.  And what do 

they do??  They dig, they build, 

they clean, paint, pound, serve 

food, sort clothes.  And that’s just 

the beginning.  Often the work is 

related to disaster relief, new 

construction, or community 

development.   

VIMers are planning for this 

year’s trip right now, and welcome 

new participants.  Call with 

questions: Donna Frick at 730-

8584, and/or come to the next VIM 

meeting April 24th at 4 p.m. in 

Asbury Lounge. 

 

 

Thanks for your support to the Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive 
 

A huge note of thanks for everyone who donated much needed items for the 

community Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive during February.  Over 450 

various items, from toilet paper and towels, to shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, razors, etc.  were donated from FUMC. It is heartwarming to know that 

our contributions, combined with other donations from Valley residents, can make 

such a tremendous impact in the lives of those less fortunate. When people need to 

decide if they should purchase toilet paper or shampoo, receiving one of these items 

from an area support agency makes a great difference.   FUMC has helped to make 

this happen.  Kudos to all from the Mission Committee! 
 

Much appreciated ….  
 

Thanks to Judy Ulrey for 

arranging for the meal train 

and to the ladies who brought 

us delicious meals.  Also, 

thanks, to everyone who 

extended their best wishes to 

me after my knee replacement. 

I am progressing well 

although I expect PT to last 6 

more weeks more. Back in the 

gym. Better to be the tortoise 

than the hare! 
 

~Chris Calhoun and Paul Siket 

 

About the movie Unconditional: The film is based on the actual story of Joe Bradford, who grew up in a rural area of Tennessee. 

When he developed kidney disease, Joe and his wife Denise were forced to move to a low-income area of Nashville. When they 

arrived, they were confronted by the needs of the underprivileged children in their neighborhood. Joe and Denise began to reach out 

to them and also started directing a choir of inner-city children. Many of the fatherless children embraced Joe, who became known 

as "Papa Joe." Together with his wife, he founded Elijah's Heart, a non-profit organization, in 2005 to help children in need. 

 

JOIN US for MOVIE NIGHT 
,  

April 17th 
at 6:55 pm 

In the CHAPEL  
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What does it mean to me to be a Befriender? 
     It means.... 

          *Listening to someone who is having a hard time with something 

          *Giving a hug (whether for joy or sorrow) 

          *Praying with or for someone 

          *Being a small part of God's big plan 

 

All of these things aren't limited to being a Befriender. We've all experienced one or more of these in our everyday lives with 

our family, friends, co-workers or even a stranger. Here's an experience I had a few weeks ago: 

 

I was at the laundromat and a woman and I started talking. She was very forthcoming in telling me she was here from St. 

Louis because her daughter was in the hospital dying. As I listened, I was filled with compassion and empathy for her, her 

daughter and her family. Before she left, she asked if she could give me a hug and of course I said yes. She told me she was 

grateful to me for listening. 

 

Now, I knew I'd probably would never see her again, but I felt good knowing I was able to listen and that she felt better 

having had someone to listen to her and to know I cared. 

 

 If you've experienced something like this, you might have what it takes to be a Befriender. If you would like more 

information please contact a Befriender, a pastor or the church office.    ~Sue Wendt, Befriender 

Missing something? 
 

Are you missing glasses, sweaters, mittens, coats, hats, scarves, soup 

pot, swimming suit, earrings… Please check our ‘Lost and Found’ 

area located above the coat rack on the first floor, across from the 

elevators.   

 

 

Phoebe Circle will be meeting on April 9, 2019 at Ellen Roe’s home at 9:30 a.m.  The address is 

2018 S. Gladys Ave., Appleton, WI. We will be assembling the Personal Dignity Kits to take to 

Annual Conference.  We are still collecting the following items to fill those bags:  Bath hand 

towel, bath wash cloth, toothpaste (2.5 or larger), toothbrush, soap, and razors.  These items can be 

taken to the church office or given to Ellen Roe. We appreciate all the help we get from the 

congregation. 
 

The following meeting will be a potluck salad luncheon on May 14, 2019 at Appleton First Church in Fellowship 

Hall. We will gather at 11:30 a.m. and plan to eat at 12:00.  The theme of the luncheon this year will gardening so 

wear your best gardening apparel and join us for a fun time of socializing.   All women of the church are invited 

and we encourage you to bring a friend.  Mark the date and please join us. 

 

~Ellen Roe and Bonnie LeClair 
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Sally Alvarado is a Choral/General Music Education major and Teaching ELL minor at 

Lawrence University. She completed her music student teaching at Franklin and Ferber 

Elementary Schools and Appleton East High School. She is currently completing her ELL 

student teaching at Appleton West High School. Sally is originally from Skokie, Illinois, 

where she spends the summers as the Music Specialist at World Travelers Camp. Aside from 

music, Sally enjoys going on "listening" walks and crafting.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Victor Montañez Cruz, Tenor, is a junior at Lawrence from the studio of John T. Gates 

pursuing Bachelor of Music degrees in Choral & General Music Education as well as in Vocal 

Performance. Victor was born in Caguas, Puerto Rico where he amateurly sang in the church 

choir growing up. He began his more serious singing career in Ronald Reagan High School in 

Milwaukee, WI with roles such as Nicely Nicely Johnson from Guys and Dolls, Joseph in 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, and Barnaby Tucker in Hello Dolly.  He 

began taking private voice lessons in the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music with instruction 

from Gregory Ruffer and Erica Breitbarth. He then began taking lesson with Wylie Voice 

Studio before moving on to Lawrence.  Victor has been showcased as a soloist with Reagan’s 

rendition of Handel’s Messiah, as well as performed in the chorus with Milwaukee’s Bel 

Canto Chorus directed by Richard Hynson, and the Florentine Opera’s Young Artist Program. 

Moreover, he has also been involved in Lawrence’s production of Micro-Operas, Fall Scenes, Mainstage Opera, and 

Spring Scenes; from operas such as Cosi fan Tutte, Le Comte Ory, The Consul and Bernstein’s Mass. He hopes to 

continue his education by hopefully attending La Musica Lirica in the summer of 2019 in their production of Verdi’s 

Rigoletto. Also, by attending graduate school after completion of his undergrad and student teaching.  

 

 

 

 

Grace Drummond is a junior double degree student at Lawrence University studying vocal 

performance and biology.  She is from Madison, Wisconsin and in her free time likes to bike, 

do art and hang out with her dogs. She was recently  one of the soloists in the production of 

Bernstein's Mass and will fill the role of Nella in Gianni Schicchi. 

 

 

Introducing our Choir Interns 

from Lawrence University 
 

 

(Part 1 of 2- look in next month’s Connections for part 2) 
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Alex Iglinski '19, tenor, is a senior from Muskego, WI pursuing a Bachelor of Music in Vocal 

Performance and a minor in Theatre Arts. Previous production credits at Lawrence include 

Pippin (Leading Player), A Man of No Importance (Robbie), Next to Normal (Henry), along 

with several appearances in the opera program. Outside of Lawrence, Alex recently appeared 

at Bay View Music Festival in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (Joseph). 

Additionally, Alex was awarded 2nd Place for Upper Collegiate Men's Musical Theatre at the 

Wisconsin NATS Auditions this previous fall. Alex enjoys traveling, hiking, biking, and 

bowling when he is not involved in a production. Finally, Alex would like to thank Appleton 

FUMC for welcoming him into the community and granting him such a wonderful 

opportunity. 

 

 

Charlotte Noble is set to graduate in June with degrees in Vocal Performance and History, 

and is currently auditioning for graduate programs in music. Born and raised in Traverse City, 

Michigan, Charlotte has performed in multiple opera productions at Lawrence, including The 

Count Ory. She has also performed and studied with La Musica Lirica in Novafeltria Italy, 

and looks forward to returning this summer to perform the role Barbarina in Le Nozze di 

Figaro. Outside music, Charlotte enjoys spending time with her large family, listening to 

podcasts, water sports, and telling dogs that they are very good boys and girls. She would also 

like to invite you to her senior recital, here in the FUMC Sanctuary on April 20th at 11am! 

 

 

 

 

 

Evangeline Werger is an effervescent, multidisciplinary, and socially active pianist and sound 

artist who focuses on chamber music by living composers, particularly those who are lesser-

known and underrepresented. She has performed on piano, organ, harpsichord, synthesizer, toy 

piano, and melodica throughout North America and Europe and has had the opportunity to 

perform alongside ensembles and artists such as Eighth Blackbird, Yarn/Wire, Fifth House 

Ensemble, and members of the DeCoda, Wet Ink, Alarm Will Sound, and NOW ensembles. 

She was the youngest-ever fellow accepted to the Eighth Blackbird Creative Lab, and recently 

received a travel grant to study with composer-pianist Dr. Nancy Van De Vate in Vienna, 

Austria. Currently completing a double degree in piano performance and German from 

Lawrence University, Evangeline studies with Michael Mizrahi and Katherine Handford. 

Within the last two years alone, she has commissioned and performed the world premieres of 13 solo and chamber pieces, 

and in the next couple of months, will be releasing her first album of solo piano music written composer Isaac Meyhew. In 

her spare time, Evangeline loves teaching herself about electronic music, learning the ukulele, exploring new German 

literature, and improvising with her friends in her melodica band.  Evie serves at First Church as the accompanist for 

Grace and the Sonshine Singers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Maundy Thursday Choir 
This year on Maundy Thursday (April 18), The Festival Choir will be 

presenting a special work designed for Holy Week, entitled “The Seven Last 

Days,” which follows Christ from Palm Sunday through to his crucifixion.   If 

you would like to be a part of this, please join us on Wednesdays as we 

rehearse from 6:45 to 7:15.  This is a very short-term commitment for those of 

you who might want to sing with the choir, but are unable to make a long-term 

endeavor. All are welcome.  Come and bring a friend. 

   …singing in the choir 
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We are pleased to announce the 2019 

 recipients of the Mildred Ohline-Elizabeth

 Tobler  Scholarship.  

The recipients are: 

 

Gabriella Hermes 

Derek Burchby 

Isaac Burchby 

Allie Knuth 

Mackenzie Larsen 

 
This is the last year for the Scholarship Fund. We have been giving 

scholarships for 31 years and there have been 117 recipients over those 

years. We are pleased that my brother, Will Hopper’s, original investment 

could provide help to so many. 

~The Ohline-Tobler Family 

 
Save the date: 

Saturday, May 18 and Sunday, May 19 
 

The Volunteers in Mission (VIM) team will be holding their annual plant sale again this year. 

There are two ways to support VIM in this mission:   

1- Donate plants for the sale 

2- Visit the sale in the church gym to choose plants you would like in your own garden.   

     All sales are on a donation basis - you pay what you feel is reasonable. 
 

Please fill out the You Can Count on Me weekly bulletin insert to let us know if you have plants 

to donate or call Pam Chitek at 560-4479 with any questions.  Thanks so much for your support. 

 

 

Next New 

Member 

Ocean’s Class: 

 

Wednesday, 

April 24th 

 

5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

 
Contact the church 

office to sign up. 
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Molly Endter and Amy Concepción presented First Church 

history at the Church History Fair on March 2nd for the Appleton 

Historical Society.  

 
 

Habitat for Humanity Celebration 
 

 

 

Throughout our Capital Campaign, we have celebrated our success with Habitat for Humanity.  We designated 

monies from our Capital Campaign to build a house, and last summer and fall we worked as a church with 

Habitat to build a home for Cha Vang.  On this 1 year anniversary of when we announced that we were building a 

Habitat home, we would like to share with you that on March 12th, during the Habitat for Humanity Celebration of 

Partnership, First Church received one of six Community Partnership Awards.  Hayley Bold, along with Pastor 

Markus and Pastor Liz accepted the award.  This was a great way for our community to see that we, as First 

Church, care about the city of Appleton, and want to be Jesus’s hands and feet.   
 

               

 
GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that 

features some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts 

on grief and recovery topics.  The video seminars are 

combined with group discussion of the materials 

presented during the video, as well as participants 

sharing how they themselves are dealing with the death 

of their loved one.  Each week is a different topic. 

People can join at any point in the 13-week cycle.  

Classes will be offered every Tuesday, beginning on 

April 2nd from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Wesley 

Room. 

Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator  

574-2859 or pfreeman1@new.rr.com 
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220.09  ARM  The Bible: A Biography  by Karen Armstrong 

222.1  HAM  LP  Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet by Adam Hamilton 

231  KAL  When Did God Become a Christian?: Knowing God Through the Old and New Testaments by David Kalas 

266.02  GRA  Operation Christmas Child: A Story of Simple Gifts by Franklin Graham & Donna Lee Toney 

261  BEL  Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith by Rob Bell 

277.3  BAR  The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement Is Overcoming the Politics of Division and Fear   

 by The Reverend William J. Barber II 

616.9  HAU  BEF  Cancer: Now What?: Taking Action, Finding Hope, and Navigating the Journey Ahead by Kenneth C. Haugk, Ph.D. 

634.7  GRE  Strawberry Wisdom: A Story About Living by Faith on a Strawberry Farm by Deanna Greiling 

220.6 FRE  About the Bible: Short Answers To Big Questions by Terence E. Fretheim 

220.52 MOR  BEF  100 Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by Heart by Robert J. Morgan 

225,9 CRO  Excavating Jesus Beneath the Stones, Behind the Texts by John Dominic Crossan & Jonathan L. Reed 

230 YAN  What Good Is God? In Search of a Faith That Matters by Phillip Yancey 

231.8 JON  Why Do People Suffer? The Scandal of Pain in God's World by James Jones 

232.4 LOS  Making Sense of the Cross by David J. Lose 

232.9 ASL  Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth by Reza Aslan 

232.9 JAM  Jesus Without Religion: What Did He Say? What Did He Do? What's the Point? byRick James 

242 MAR  The Promise of Winter: Quickening the Spirit on Ordinary Days and in Fallow Seasons by Martin Marty & Micah Marty 

242.3 WEY  Journeying through Lent with Mark: Daily Devotions by Greg Weyrauch 

242.9 MCC  Windows on the Gospel Stories and Reflections by Flor McCarthy 

248.4 BON  Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoffer 

248.8 EGG  Love & Respect: The Love She Most Desires, the Respect He Desparately Needs by Dr. Emerson Eggerichs 

261.8 WIN  Jesus and Nonviolence: A Third Way by Walter Wink 

277.3 BAS  Christianity After Religion: The End of the Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening by Diana Butler Bass 

292 EVA YA  Usborne Illustrated Guide To Greek Myths & Legends by Cheryl Evans & Anne Millard 

305.23 PIP Reviving Ophelia: Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls by Mary Pipher, Ph.D. 

646.7 COV  The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Families by Stephen R. Covey 

649.12 WIS  Queen Bees & Wannabes: Helping Your Daughter Survive Cliques, Gossip, Boyfriends, and Other Realities of 
 Adolescence by Rosalind Wiseman 

921 SOT  My Beloved World bySonia Sotomayor 

978 NER  The Wolf at Twilight: An IndianElder's Journey Through a Land of Ghosts and Shadows by Kent Nerburn 

F  EVA  Miles to Go: The Second Journal of the Walk Series by Richard Paul Evans 

F  JAC  Noted!, Volume #1 in the Noted! series by Kathy J. Jacobson 

F  JAC  On Another Note, Volume #2 in the Noted! series by Kathy J. Jacobson 

F  JAC  A New Note, Volume #3 in the Noted! series by Kathy J. Jacobson 

F  JAC  Scratch Pad, Volume #4 in the Noted! series by Kathy J. Jacobson 

F  RIV  A Voice in the Wind, Volume #1 in the Mark of the Lion series by Francine Rivers 

F  RIV  An Echo in the Darkness, Volume #2 in the Mark of the Lion series by Francine Rivers 

F  RIV  As Sure as the Dawn, Volume #3 in the Mark of the Lion series by Francine Rivers 

F  GRA YA  Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame 

F  KAR  Come Tain or Come Shine: A mitford Novel vol. 11 by Jan Karon 

F  KAR  To Be Where You Are by Jan Karon 

F  MER  Breakfast with Buddha by Roland Merullo 

F  RIC  What Matters Most by Luanne Rice 

 

These books will be found on the shelf behind the desk marked new books. 
 

See below for the following designations: 

         F = a fiction book 

        YA = young adult 

 LP = large print 

        BEF = a book provided by the Befrienders - watch for more books to be coming soon! 
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Bishop Jung Statement: Special Session of the General Conference 
Published: 27 February 2019 

My beautiful Wisconsin people, I am greeting you following General Conference. 

What a difficult process we experienced trying to find our way forward as The United Methodist Church!  We knew this 

would not be easy, but it was as hard as anyone might have imagined.  We are a wounded church.  We are a divided 

church.  We are a church in pain, and we are doing harm to each other.  Very messy, and very hard.  We worked hard for 

four days – and I want you to know that your elected delegation represented you well.  Be proud of them and be thankful 

to them.  They worked hard – but there were many difficult situations, and it became clear just how deeply our divisions 

go within our church.  And I would say we are evenly divided.  Many of our votes were close; one even 50%-

50%.  Strong, strong feelings on each side.  This was a short time to try to resolve long and big problems.  God was with 

us; the Holy Spirit was with us, but we are in a very troubled and divided time.  Take heart though – God is not finished 

with us yet! 

It would be too easy to say we failed at General Conference.  That is one way to look at it, and many people will.  But 

perhaps God revealed to us that we are not yet ready to make these big decisions that will forever change our church.  Our 

more conservative members who hold to a very clear and simple reading of scripture felt challenged and misunderstood, 

yet a strong support for this position was evident.  The concerns of our Central Conferences were voiced and challenged, 

yet there was strength in this area as well.  Our LGBTQI+ brothers and sisters felt judged, disrespected, and attacked, yet 

parts of the community rallied around them with incredible love and compassion.  What became painfully clear is that we 

are a broken church, but with large segments of agreement within our disagreements. 

Where we met an impasse is over the issue of who should stay and who should go, who will be The United Methodist 

Church and who should have to leave.  This is where we are stuck, and I believe our General Conference showed clearly 

we are not in the right place to make this our only decision.  With the exception of a small handful who only want to 

leave, the vast majority of people are still proud to be United Methodist and they are not ready to destroy the faithful and 

sacramental covenant that we share.  While we may disagree over issues of human sexuality, we are still proud and 

protective of being United Methodist, and we will not take action that will force anyone to give that up. 

I cannot tell you I am happy with what happened at General Conference.  I cannot tell you I think we did a good job.  I 

cannot tell you that I think we engaged in abject humility and obedience to God’s Holy Spirit.  But what I can tell you is 

that people of faith – laity and clergy, male and female, old and young, local and global, straight and gay – did the best job 

they could to serve the church and the God they love.  It shows again why we still need a Savior, why we all stand in the 

need of prayer and God’s perfecting love and grace.  There is great work to do ahead of us.  I believe that we will move 

forward together in Wisconsin as well as any group of Christians within our connectional church.  I know this because I 

know you are a people of love, with a heart for ministry and a passion for mission.  I know we will work out our future 

together in faith because I know we are good, beautiful people of mercy, compassion and justice.  And I know we will 

create a wonderful future together because the God who has not given up on us will not allow us to give up on one 

another.  Thanks be to God.  

Here is my prayer for all of us: 

Gracious God, 

Forgive our inability to see new possibilities. 

We seek to be faithful, and we seek to be a light in the world. 

We are not perfect, and we are not able to fully be the people you need us to be. 

But you continue to work in us, through us, for us, and between us. 

Help us to serve you first. 

Come Holy Spirit, transform us. 

Come Holy Spirit, redeem us. 

Come Holy Spirit, fill us. 

Come Holy Spirit, forgive us. 

Teach us to honor and glorify you in all that we do, 

And heal our woundedness that we might be a strong and mighty witness to your love and grace in the world. 

Amen. 
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Adult Christian Education Classes 

Please fill out the 

 You Can Count On Me bulletin 

insert if you would like to attend 

one (or more!) of the classes 

listed, or you can call the  

church office 734-2677. 

Weekly Classes 
 

Theology on Mondays 

1st/3rd/5th Mondays of the month 

10 a.m.-noon in the Wesley Room. 

Led by: Various Facilitators.  

Cost: TBD 

 

Women of the Word 

Twirl: A Fresh Spin at Life 

Mondays at 7:00 p.m., starting 

April 29th in the Wesley Room.  

Led by: Sue Stehula Cost: $10 

 

Wednesday Noon Study Study 

Join the Wednesday Noon Study 

Group as they have “three community 

conversations.” Each conversation 

will highlight important issues which 

affect us. Beginning April 24th from 

11:15 – 12:30 in the Asbury Lounge. 

No Cost 

• April 24th:  Karen Nelson, 

Diversity and Inclusion Coordinator 

for city of Appleton. Karen will share 

information about her role and the 

city’s activities to support diversity 

and inclusion issues. 

• May 1st:  Pastor Shadrach, pastor 

of the Congolese United Methodist 

Church meeting at our church. He 

will share information about the 

Congolese culture, where  the 

Congolese  live and work in the 

Valley,  what brought them to our 

community, the role the church 

played in their home country, how is 

life for them now in the U.S., and 

what are some specific concerns they 

may have  adjusting to life in the Fox 

Cities. 

• May 8th:  Diane Mandler, co-chair 

of the BRAIN-Fox Valley. Diane 

will present “Traumatic Brain Injury: 

The Hidden Epidemic”.  Included in 

the presentation is information on 

what is a TBI, types of brain injuries, 

symptoms of the injuries, long term 

consequences, and what is BRAIN 

Fox Valley and what is it trying to 

accomplish. 

 

Thursday Women’s Noon Study 

The New Earth and The River of Life: 

A Study on the Last Two Chapters of 

Revelations. April 25th-May16th from 

Noon-1:00 p.m. in the Conference 

Room. Led by: Pastor Liz, No Cost 

We are promised new life through 

Jesus, but what does that look like?  

What do these chapters tell us about 

God and what we have to look 

forward to at the end of days?  

Join the Women’s Noon Study to 

study chapters 21 and 22 of 

Revelations starting April 25th at noon.  

No book is needed. 

 

Thursday Men’s Noon Study  

“Your Life and the Gospel: 

discovering how the Gospel of Mark 

speaks into a Modern Man’s Life.” 

April 25th - May16th from Noon-1:00 

p.m. in the Wesley Room. Led by: 

Pastor Markus. No Cost 

Join the Men’s Study to continue: 

“Your Life and the Gospel: 

discovering how the Gospel of Mark 

speaks into a Modern Man’s Life.”  

Men meet in the Wesley Room from 

noon-1:00 p.m. on Thursdays.  No 

book needed. 

 

Monthly or  

One-time offered Classes 
 

Theology on Tap 

May 23rd from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Good 

Company 

 

Recipe Exchange 

2nd Monday of Each Month 

Starting May 13th from Noon-1:00 

p.m. in the Youth Lounge. Led by: 

Mary Larkin. No Cost 

 

Alphabet Soup: The Basics of 

Informed LGBTIA+ Allyship 

May 5th at 10:30 a.m. in the Asbury 

Lounge. Misty Gedlinsky, Board 

President of the Fond du Lac Pride 

Alliance, will be giving a talk on May 

5th at 10:30. The talk will give basic 

information about the LGBTIA+ 

community. Common questions will 

be answered and allyship will be 

addressed. We will also provide plenty 

of time for discussion in a safe and 

open environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Live+ 
All Classes are from  

6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

May 1-May 15  

No Cost 

 

Heart  
 

Being a Member of First Church 

Led by: Pastor Liz 

Wesley Room 

 

Soul 
 

Music Ministries  

Join one of our choirs on Wednesday 

night and experience a soulful 

experience in praising God through 

music.  Sanctuary Choir meets in 

room 301 and sings in worship three 

Sundays of the month.  Wesley Hand 

Bells meets in room 302 and plays in 

worship the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

There is no auditions, and all are 

welcome!  Both are free to join. 

 

Prayer Walking 

Led by: Deborah Becher & Guest 

Leader. Gather at the Welcome Desk 

 

Strength 
 

Yoga  

Led by: Jill Gault 

 

Mind 
 

Homosexuality, the Bible, and the 

Church 

Led by: Pastor Markus in Asbury 

Lounge 

 

 

 

 

Summer Fellowship Groups 
Starting in June 

 

• Biking  

 Led by: Jim and Lisa Urbaniak 

• Kayaking  

 Led by: Pastor Liz 

• Running  

 Led by: Kendra Schmidt 

• Board Gaming  

 Led by: Molly Endter 

AND MORE!!! 
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Don’t have checks or cash?  Download GivePlus+ to your smartphone and give to the church with ease.  

GivePlus+ can be found in any app store and is no cost to you or the church. Giving can be designated towards 

general operating, building funds, Easter Offering, July Tithe, Christmas Offering, Capital Campaign or Others.  

Contact the Church Office with any questions. 
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We’d like to introduce you to Matthew, Melanie and David 

Clarke.  Matthew was born and raised in Appleton, graduated 

from Appleton East, and majored in Business Finance at 

Hillsdale College, MI.  He is the Data Operations Manager 

for Toys for Trucks. Melanie was also born and raised in 

Appleton, graduated from Appleton East, and graduated with 

a major in Mathematics Education from UW-Eau Claire.  She 

is currently a mathematics teacher at West DePere High 

School.  She recently earned a Master’s Degree in 

Mathematics Education from UW-Oshkosh. Melanie’s 

mother grew up at FUMC and Melanie started attending with 

her family when she was in 2nd grade.  Matthew joined First 

Church soon after he proposed to Melanie in August 2016. 

They were married at First Church on August 12, 2017 and 

their son, David, was born on September 22, 2018 (his due 

date).  Matthew likes spending time with family and friends, 

reading, traveling, playing basketball, and sports in general.  

Go Badgers, Bucks, Brewers and Packers! Melanie enjoys 

spending time with her family and friends, working out, 

going for walks, traveling, drinking coffee, and trying new 

restaurants.  She has volunteered every summer for Vacation 

Bible School as preschool craft leader and Imagination 

Station leader.  This lent she is co-leading a bible study with 

Sloan Sullivan.  The couple has also taught pre-school on 

Sundays. The couple has run the five mile Festival Foods 

Turkey Trot for four years in a row.  They participated in a 

competitive bags league. They are proud to say they have 

won the loser’s bracket and moved up to the winner’s bracket 

the next season. They recently took a family trip to Atlanta, 

and are taking a trip to Rhode Island this summer. Melanie 

writes:  “We like the church because we feel a connection to 

the pastors and members.  Markus and Liz know who we are 

and take the time before church to catch up with us.  Christine 

Ladewig has gone out of her way to help us learn ways to 

bless David in the Christian faith and make our three 

nephews, Apolo, Abiatar, and Allan, feel welcome when they 

visit.  We appreciate the depth and content of the weekly 

sermons and how the pastors follow a message series from 

week to week.”  We appreciate that as well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We’d like to introduce you to Gregg, Shelley, Kamil and 

Viktor Parker.  Gregg was born and raised in Beloit, 

graduated from Beloit Memorial HS and graduated from 

Campbell University, NC, majoring in Psychology. He also 

graduated from the University of Phoenix with a master’s 

degree in Global Business Management. He is a Senior 

Program Manager at Oshkosh Defense. Shelley was also 

raised in Beloit, graduated from Marian College in Fond du 

Lac majoring in Criminal Justice. She is currently employed 

as mother/wife/homemaker.  Gregg served in the US Marines 

for 21 years and traveled the world.  In 1991he was in the 

Middle East. During that time Shelley wrote letters to all the 

people from Beloit who were serving in Desert Shield/Desert 

Storm. Even though they went to the same high school and 

had some of the same friends, they didn’t know each other.  

Through the letters, Shelley and Gregg wrote to each other, 

developed a friendship, and started dating when he returned 

to the states. They married a few years later on October 2, 

1993 in New Glarus, WI.  They lived in Okinawa, Japan for 

three years.  Gregg spent about six years living there off and 

on while in the Marines. Gregg enjoys woodworking, 
reading, fishing, kayaking, and spending time with the 

family.  Shelley likes watching great movies, planning 

vacations, cooking family dinners, traveling, and cheering on 

Viktor and Kamil at all of their sporting events.  She is the 

acolyte ministry coordinator. Kamil is 15 years old and is in 

the 9th grade at Appleton East HS.  He enjoys soccer, 

woodworking, drawing, helping in the garage and learning 

how things work. Kamil has been an activity/games helper 

for VBS for several years and will be confirmed next month. 

Viktor is in 4th grade at Janet Berry Elementary. He also 

enjoys soccer, woodworking, building things, likes playing 

outside in nature and reading.  Viktor serves as an acolyte 

and enjoys the puppet ministry (CIA). The family has two 

dogs, Diesel and Tyson. They rescued them from a shelter in 

Kentucky and are referred to as “two Kentucky boys just 

hanging out!” When asked when and why they joined First 

Church, Shelley replied, “We joined First Church in the fall 

of 2014.  We were searching for a church that was big 

enough to have wonderful children and youth programs, but 

small enough for the pastors to know us.  We are happy to 

say that we found exactly that!  A wonderful church home 

that welcomes us and encourages and provides opportunities 

for our spiritual growth.”  We couldn’t agree more! 

 

The 

Parker 

Family 

 

 

The Clarke 

Family 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    

 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Sally Alvarado sallye.alvarado@gmail.com 
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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What’s for dinner? 
 

 

   April 3 - Swiss Steak & Mashed Potatoes 

   April 10 -   Spring Picnic- Brats & Hot Dogs 

   April 17 -   Chicken Tetrazzini 

   April 24 -   Pork Chops & Mashed Potatoes 

 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 
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