
April  2018 Volume 57, Number 4 

   
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside 

 
 

2   Pastorôs Ponderings 

2 Pulpit Preview 

2 Preaching Plan 

3   Message from Pastor Liz 

3 Church Records 

4   Capital Campaign Update 

4  e-News Opportunity 

4 WNL 

5 Mission of the Month 

5 Lona Heublein  

6 Adult Christian Education 

7 Adult Christian Education 

8  Voices of Hope 

8 Building Home 

9   Youth Ministries 

10 Special Church Conference 

11 FUMC Kidz News 

12 Biblical Village 

13 GriefShare 

13 Scholarship Recipients 

13  VIM Plant Sale 

14 Advance Care Directives 

14 Phoebeôs Salad Luncheon 

15 Our Church Family 

16 Jubilate Deo- save the date! 

16 VBS- save the date! 

 

CONNECTIONS  
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ñMaking Christian Disciplesò 
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Email articles to  
office@appfumc.org 
 

 

                                                               

Easter Services 
Saturday, March 31st at 5:30pm in the Chapel 

 

Sunday April 1st at 9am* & 10:30am* in the Sanctuary 
 

*Staffed Nursery (infants-age 4) 

 

 

 

     

April Memory Verse:  
 

 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
 mind and with all your strength andé Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 
 commandment greater than these. ð Mark 12:30f  
 

 

Please note that Communion 

will be served the weekend of 

April 7/8,  

not on Easter weekend. 
 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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Holy Week and April 2018 Preaching Plan 
 

March 29th @ 6:15 pm, Holy Thursday (chapel, communion) 

Text: Mark 14:32-42 

 

March 30th @ 6:15pm, Good Friday (chapel, Pastor Liz preaching) 

Text: Luke 23:26-43    "Meditations on the Last Words of Christ" 

 

March 31st/April 1st, Easter (both Sunday services in Sanctuary, no 

communion!)  

Text: Mark 16:1-8 

 

April 7/8, Camp and Scout Sunday (communion) 

Text: John 21:1-14 

Theme: Hanging out with Jesus after his 24 hours that changed the 

world 

 

April 14/15, Befrienders Awareness weekend (Pastor Liz preaching) 

Theme: Loving in a Different Way 

Text: John 15:9-13 

 

continued on p. 3- Preaching Plan 
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Pastorôs Ponderings April 2018 
 

Do you know the feeling of lost-ness after you come back home from a vacation 

or a retreat? As a youth I joined my home church for many weekend and week-

long retreats. Coming home was always a bit of a hardship because itôs so 

different not to be surrounded by dozens of people anymore. Some of my friends 

had an especially hard time with the emptiness of their home after a retreat, they 

called it the big after-retreat depression that set in once you entered your own 

four walls after an exciting trip. 

 

I have to tell you, I feel a bit like that when I just start thinking about the time 

after Easter. How do you leave the theme of Jesusô final 24 hours behind and 

move on? For seven weeks we have followed Jesus on his final 24 hours before 

he would be crucified. We have ï of course ï celebrated his resurrection three 

days later on Easter weekend but I still have to wonder about an appropriate 

follow up to the profound study we did.  

 

The answer for me is: You canôt just ñmove on.ò That would be completely 

contradictory to everything God has done in and through Jesusô Passion.  

I understand that the season of Easter is typically one of upbeat and joy but  

I donôt think it is that wrong to be mindful of the pressing emptiness that the 

empty tomb represents. I can only (and really ñonlyò) imagine what it was like 

for the many Jesus-followers that saw their friend die and get buried. Even when 

they eventually wrapped their hearts and minds around Jesusô miraculous  

 

continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

 

After the celebration of Easter April will hold 

various special focus areas in our time of 

worship. Scouts, camps, Befrienders, Earth 

Day, confirmation ï itôs a mix of greatest 

variety in the context of our worship of the 

risen Christ. Iôm excited for Pastor Liz to have 

the opportunity to preach on two weekends this 

month.  
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Ponderings continued from p. 2 ï 
 

resurrection, they still had to learn how to deal with the emptiness of 

having the physical Jesus no longer with them. They had to learn ï both 

practically and intellectually ï what it meant to be with Jesus through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. And we have to learn that too ï every single day 

of our lives as followers and believers in him. We do not have their 

experience of hanging out with Jesus in the flesh and I donôt know if that 

makes it harder or easier. Some of us, though, have the experience of what 

itôs like to live before and after you have personally met the Lord. Itôs an 

experience I personally do not have for I do not have a memory of my life 

prior to trusting Jesus. If you are like me I want to invite you to go and find 

someone who does. Find out from them what it was like for them to 

experience Jesus. If you are a person who has a time before you ómet Jesusô 

I want to invite you: share about it! Tell people what the before and after 

is/was like in your life ï I believe it will be a great encouragement for 

others. 
 

Truly yours,  

 
                                                    

Pastor Markus 
 

I want to share with you, this month, 

something that our Adult Christian 

Education is presenting to the church, 

which is of utmost importance.  We 

know that as Christians our eternal 

life is not here but with God.  That 

means that death, here on earth, is 

inevitable.  While our dying process 

causes those whom we leave much 

grief, it doesnôt have to cause our 

families added stresses from having to 

make hard decisions.  On April 15th, 

we will be celebrating our Befrienders 

and their ministry in worship.  With 

that, we will have a focus on Advance 

Care Directive Planning.  I urge us as 

a congregation to care for one another 

in many ways, through walking 

through lifeôs journey together like 

the Befrienders, and through helping 

each other understand how we, adults 

of all ages, can know that there will 

be less stress when we are soon going 

to meet Jesus. 

 

With Godôs Love,      

 

 

Preaching Plan continued from p. 2 - 
 

April 21/22, Festival of Godôs Creation (Pastor Liz preaching) 

Theme: God said that it was Good 

Text: Genesis 1:20-25 

 

April 28/29, 9am Confirmation 

Theme: Who do you say that I am? 

Text: Matthew 16:13-16 

 
 

Church Records  
 

Baptism: 

3/11/18 

 Brady William, son of  

 William and Andrea Springer 

 

New Members: 

2/25/18 9 (see picture below) 

 Richard Bleck 

 Jonathan Meulemans   

 Kayla Zillmer 

 Alysa Ninnemann 

 Corey Sullivan 

 Dylan & Kaylin Seubert 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPD ATE 
 

 

Board of Trustees met on March 13th.  At the meeting the Trustees 

discussed and approved the bid submitted by Omni Glass to be the 

vendor that will supply and replace the windows in the 1964 addition of 

the building. The windows to be replaced will be the following:  

Fellowship Hall, Asbury Lounge, Kitchen, Wesley Room, Men's 

Restroom and all windows in the School Wing Classrooms.   

All of the Windows will have a slight tint which will enhance energy 

savings.  Asbestos abatement will be performed during removal of 

existing windows due to asbestos in the existing caulking surrounding 

the window framing.   

The Trustees also discussed and approved the remodel of the two 

restrooms below the Narthex that are currently closed.  The new 

restrooms will be non-gender specific and handicap accessible.  These 

two projects will proceed as soon as the required contractors are 

available to begin demolition and construction.   

A special Trustees meeting will be held to discuss air-conditioning and 

heat controls with one of the vendors preparing a bid proposal.  The 

proposal will include replacement of the current pneumatic steam heat 

controls.  A quote is also being obtained for air conditioning of the 

following areas: Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, Wesley Room, School 

Wing Classrooms and replacement of the existing air conditioning units 

in the Asbury Lounge.  

Grating over the 1924 building window wells was discussed. 

Further investigation as relates to costs and design are in process with 

several vendors.   

It is exciting for the Board of Trustees of First United Methodist Church 

to share the progress being made.  The Capital Campaign projects is 

moving along nicely, with the majority of the projects coming in below 

budget. 

Thank you to all who pledged and are contributing to these projects. 

  

 The Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 
 

Whatôs for dinner? 
 

 

 April 4   -  Stuffed Pork Chops 

 April 11 -  Chicken Cordon Bleu 

 April 18 -  Chop Suey & Rice 

 April 25 -  Lasagna 

Would you like to receive   

           weekly e-News? 
 

 

 

Our church office offers for you to receive a 

weekly e-News email. It conveys special 

reminders and shares timely announcements 

that deserve attention before they are in 

print for the weekend bulletins. It also 

contains our regular bulletin 

announcements in case you missed the 

weekend in church and want to stay up to 

date. 

We want to be conscientious regarding the 

amount of emails you receive and not send 

this to you automatically. If you would like 

to receive the e-News please contact the 

church office or sign up for it on the You 

Can Count On Me sheet in the weekly 

bulletins. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
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April 8, Join us for 9:00  a.m.  

Worship  as we celebrat e 

Mission of the Month 

 
April M.O.M. is Riverview Gardens. Located at 1101 S Oneida St, 

Riverview opened in 1898 as a country club and golf course.  In 2011, 

Riverview Country Club closed and Riverview Gardens began to develop 

the 72 acres into an urban farm, park and community center.  Multiple 

programs address needs of homeless, unemployed and poverty stricken. 

Service Works provides job training and skills to become a productive 

community member.  Earn-A-Bike allows clients to earn a bike (often their 

only transportation) through working at the Gardens.  Hoop houses allow 

fruit and vegetables to be grown year round.  These can be purchased at 

local farm markets, grocers and CSA (Community Supported Agriculture).  

Local restaurants also benefit from this program. 

Current needs are: 

 Yard sticks 

 Food/culinary scissors 

 Plastic Clipboards  

 Food safe disposable gloves 

 Canning jars/lids 

 Reusable cups/water bottles 

 Bike lights/locks 

 Scotch tape 

 Paper clips 

 Valley Transit 10 ride bus passes 

 Gifts cards (Hardware/ Walmart/Target/Staples/Office Max 

 

Contact Linda Michaelis 920-733-4301 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting  

Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive 
 

Many kudos to First Church from the Mission 

Committee for your wonderful support to the Help for 

the Homeless Hygiene Drive which concluded on 

March 11. Over 877 items were collected, consisting of 

personal hygiene items, dental care, cleaning supplies, 

baby care, first aid products, laundry care and much 

more!  We can be assured the donated items will be 

appreciated and used by those in great need living in 

the Valley, neighbors of ours.  Thank you, thank you, 

and thank you! 

 

 

 
 

 

Lona Heublein is turning 100! 
 

Please join friends and family on 

Saturday, April 14th, at the Ridgeview 

Highland Apartments, 640 W. 

Ridgeview Drive, Appleton, in the 

Community Room in building #1 

from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. to wish Lona 

Heublein a happy 100th birthday.  

Your good wishes are gift enough. 

RSVP to: 

Nancy at 1-262-490-0599 
 

 
 

   

 And  
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Wednesday Noon Study Group 

All are welcomed to view the 

three-part series, season two of 

National Geographicôs The Story 

of God, hosted by Morgan 

Freeman. Freeman searches for 

answers to some of humanityôs 

biggest questions.  On this 

journey, he takes viewers around 

the world on a quest for interfaith 

understanding through the lens of 

religion, anthropology and 

archaeology.  Starts on 

Wednesday, April 11th and meets 

through May 9th, 11:15am-

12:30pm in the Asbury Lounge. 

 

Grounded Book Study 

Diana Butler Bass, as she reflects 

on her own spiritual growth, feels 

that the future of our spiritual 

development rests upon a simple 

insight:  God is the ground, the 

grounding, that which grounds us.  

The book Grounded looks at how 

several elements impact our 

spiritual life.  If you wish to order 

a book, please contact the office 

($12.25) or order on your own 

(new or used). 

Starts on Tuesday, April 3rd and 

meets through May 22nd, 1:30-

3:00pm in the Conference Room. 

 

The Wolf at Twilight 

Join the Theology on Mondays 

group as we continue looking at 

the teachings of Native Americans 

through novels written by Kent 

Nerburn.  In this fictionalized 

account of actual events, Nerburn 

brings the land of the northern 

High Plains alive and reveals the 

Native American way of teaching 

and learning with a depth that few 

outsiders have ever captured.  

Meets 1st/3rd/5th Mondays of the 

Month starting April 2nd from 

10:00am-noon in the Wesley 

Room.  

 

Advance Care Planning:  

A 3-Part Series 

Who would speak for you if you 

couldnôt speak for yourself? 

Advance care planning is relevant 

for adults of ALL AGES, those 

providing care for a loved one, 

and anyone wanting peace of 

mind in such matters. Join us as 

we learn together about advance 

care planning in the month of 

April. Remember, itôs always too 

soon until itôs too late.  Come and 

learn about advance care planning 

and why it is important to you and 

your family. Please join us at 

10:30 on April 15th, 22nd, and 29th 

in the Asbury Lounge as we learn 

and grow together. (Part 1, 

screening the film, Consider the 

Conversation is also scheduled for 

4:00 pm on Saturday April 21 in 

Asbury).  Complimentary lunch 

on April 22. 

 

Sermon Discussions 

Ever have questions about a 

sermon preached at First Church 

and want to discuss it?  Join 

Pastor Markus or Pastor Liz and 

dive deeper into how we can live 

out scripture in our lives.  Meets 

the 2nd/4th Mondays of the Month, 

10:00-11:00am in the Wesley 

Room. 

 

Theology on Tap 

Join Pastor Liz once a month to 

discuss todayôs events and how 

we react and act as Godôs people 

in our world.  Conversation is 

always relaxed, and all opinions 

are welcome.  Join us April 12th & 

May 3rd, 6:00pm at Waverly 

Beach. 

 

The Vine 

For singles in their 20s and 30s, 

come and enjoy an hour each 

week with refreshments, laughs, 

and great conversation.  Meets 

Sundays 5:00-6:00pm in the 

Asbury Lounge.  

 

 

Womenôs Thursday Noon Study 

Join Pastor Liz as we finish our 

deep study in 1 Corinthians: Unity 

in the Midst of Chaos.  Meets 

Thursdays at noon, starting April 

5th in the Conference Room. 

 

Menôs Thursday Noon Study  

Join Pastor Markus as we take a 

closer look at Jude in: Standing 

Tall and Falling Hard ï Lifeôs ups 

and downs in the Light of the 

New Testament Book of Jude.  

Meets Thursdays at noon, starting 

April 5th in the Wesley Room. 

 

Living with Hearing Loss 

Join Julie Olson as we learn more 

about hearing loss, and the effects 

that it has on ourselves and those 

we love.  Meets April 12th from 

9:30-11am in the Asbury Lounge.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in the Chapel on 

Wednesday, April 18th   

at 6:30 p.m. 

for the viewing of the movie 

óGodôs Not Deadô  

and enjoy some  

fresh popped popcorn! 

 




