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April 19th
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

Easter Services
Saturday, March 31st at 5:30pm in the Chapel
Sunday April 1st at 9am* & 10:30am* in the Sanctuary
*Staffed Nursery (infants-age 4)

Please note that Communion
will be served the weekend of
April 7/8,
not on Easter weekend.

April Memory Verse:
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength and… Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these. – Mark 12:30f
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Pastor’s Ponderings April 2018

Pastor Ponderings

Do you know the feeling of lost-ness after you come back home from a vacation
or a retreat? As a youth I joined my home church for many weekend and weeklong retreats. Coming home was always a bit of a hardship because it’s so
different not to be surrounded by dozens of people anymore. Some of my friends
had an especially hard time with the emptiness of their home after a retreat, they
called it the big after-retreat depression that set in once you entered your own
four walls after an exciting trip.
I have to tell you, I feel a bit like that when I just start thinking about the time
after Easter. How do you leave the theme of Jesus’ final 24 hours behind and
move on? For seven weeks we have followed Jesus on his final 24 hours before
he would be crucified. We have – of course – celebrated his resurrection three
days later on Easter weekend but I still have to wonder about an appropriate
follow up to the profound study we did.
The answer for me is: You can’t just “move on.” That would be completely
contradictory to everything God has done in and through Jesus’ Passion.
I understand that the season of Easter is typically one of upbeat and joy but
I don’t think it is that wrong to be mindful of the pressing emptiness that the
empty tomb represents. I can only (and really “only”) imagine what it was like
for the many Jesus-followers that saw their friend die and get buried. Even when
they eventually wrapped their hearts and minds around Jesus’ miraculous
continued on p. 3- Ponderings

Holy Week and April 2018 Preaching Plan
March 29th @ 6:15 pm, Holy Thursday (chapel, communion)
Text: Mark 14:32-42
March 30th @ 6:15pm, Good Friday (chapel, Pastor Liz preaching)
Text: Luke 23:26-43 "Meditations on the Last Words of Christ"
March 31st/April 1st, Easter (both Sunday services in Sanctuary, no
communion!)
Text: Mark 16:1-8

After the celebration of Easter April will hold
various special focus areas in our time of
worship. Scouts, camps, Befrienders, Earth
Day, confirmation – it’s a mix of greatest
variety in the context of our worship of the
risen Christ. I’m excited for Pastor Liz to have
the opportunity to preach on two weekends this
month.

April 7/8, Camp and Scout Sunday (communion)
Text: John 21:1-14
Theme: Hanging out with Jesus after his 24 hours that changed the
world
April 14/15, Befrienders Awareness weekend (Pastor Liz preaching)
Theme: Loving in a Different Way
Text: John 15:9-13
continued on p. 3- Preaching Plan

3|Page
Ponderings continued from p. 2 –

I want to share with you, this month,
something that our Adult Christian
Education is presenting to the church,
which is of utmost importance. We
know that as Christians our eternal
life is not here but with God. That
means that death, here on earth, is
inevitable. While our dying process
causes those whom we leave much
grief, it doesn’t have to cause our
families added stresses from having to
make hard decisions. On April 15th,
we will be celebrating our Befrienders
and their ministry in worship. With
that, we will have a focus on Advance
Care Directive Planning. I urge us as
a congregation to care for one another
in many ways, through walking
through life’s journey together like
the Befrienders, and through helping
each other understand how we, adults
of all ages, can know that there will
be less stress when we are soon going
to meet Jesus.
With God’s Love,

resurrection, they still had to learn how to deal with the emptiness of
having the physical Jesus no longer with them. They had to learn – both
practically and intellectually – what it meant to be with Jesus through the
power of the Holy Spirit. And we have to learn that too – every single day
of our lives as followers and believers in him. We do not have their
experience of hanging out with Jesus in the flesh and I don’t know if that
makes it harder or easier. Some of us, though, have the experience of what
it’s like to live before and after you have personally met the Lord. It’s an
experience I personally do not have for I do not have a memory of my life
prior to trusting Jesus. If you are like me I want to invite you to go and find
someone who does. Find out from them what it was like for them to
experience Jesus. If you are a person who has a time before you ‘met Jesus’
I want to invite you: share about it! Tell people what the before and after
is/was like in your life – I believe it will be a great encouragement for
others.
Truly yours,

Pastor Markus

Preaching Plan continued from p. 2 April 21/22, Festival of God’s Creation (Pastor Liz preaching)
Theme: God said that it was Good
Text: Genesis 1:20-25
April 28/29, 9am Confirmation
Theme: Who do you say that I am?
Text: Matthew 16:13-16

Church Records
Baptism:
3/11/18
Brady William, son of
William and Andrea Springer

New Members:
2/25/18 9 (see picture below)
Richard Bleck
Jonathan Meulemans
Kayla Zillmer
Alysa Ninnemann
Corey Sullivan
Dylan & Kaylin Seubert
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Would you like to receive
weekly e-News?

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Board of Trustees met on March 13th. At the meeting the Trustees
discussed and approved the bid submitted by Omni Glass to be the
vendor that will supply and replace the windows in the 1964 addition of
the building. The windows to be replaced will be the following:
Fellowship Hall, Asbury Lounge, Kitchen, Wesley Room, Men's
Restroom and all windows in the School Wing Classrooms.
All of the Windows will have a slight tint which will enhance energy
savings. Asbestos abatement will be performed during removal of
existing windows due to asbestos in the existing caulking surrounding
the window framing.
The Trustees also discussed and approved the remodel of the two
restrooms below the Narthex that are currently closed. The new
restrooms will be non-gender specific and handicap accessible. These
two projects will proceed as soon as the required contractors are
available to begin demolition and construction.
A special Trustees meeting will be held to discuss air-conditioning and
heat controls with one of the vendors preparing a bid proposal. The
proposal will include replacement of the current pneumatic steam heat
controls. A quote is also being obtained for air conditioning of the
following areas: Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, Wesley Room, School
Wing Classrooms and replacement of the existing air conditioning units
in the Asbury Lounge.
Grating over the 1924 building window wells was discussed.
Further investigation as relates to costs and design are in process with
several vendors.
It is exciting for the Board of Trustees of First United Methodist Church
to share the progress being made. The Capital Campaign projects is
moving along nicely, with the majority of the projects coming in below
budget.
Thank you to all who pledged and are contributing to these projects.
The Board of Trustees

Our church office offers for you to receive a
weekly e-News email. It conveys special
reminders and shares timely announcements
that deserve attention before they are in
print for the weekend bulletins. It also
contains our regular bulletin
announcements in case you missed the
weekend in church and want to stay up to
date.
We want to be conscientious regarding the
amount of emails you receive and not send
this to you automatically. If you would like
to receive the e-News please contact the
church office or sign up for it on the You
Can Count On Me sheet in the weekly
bulletins. You can unsubscribe at any time.

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$6 per person or $12 max per family
What’s for dinner?
April 4 April 11 April 18 April 25 -

Stuffed Pork Chops
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Chop Suey & Rice
Lasagna
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Mission of the Month

April M.O.M. is Riverview Gardens. Located at 1101 S Oneida St,
Riverview opened in 1898 as a country club and golf course. In 2011,
Riverview Country Club closed and Riverview Gardens began to develop
the 72 acres into an urban farm, park and community center. Multiple
programs address needs of homeless, unemployed and poverty stricken.
Service Works provides job training and skills to become a productive
community member. Earn-A-Bike allows clients to earn a bike (often their
only transportation) through working at the Gardens. Hoop houses allow
fruit and vegetables to be grown year round. These can be purchased at
local farm markets, grocers and CSA (Community Supported Agriculture).
Local restaurants also benefit from this program.
Current needs are:
Yard sticks
Food/culinary scissors
Plastic Clipboards
Food safe disposable gloves
Canning jars/lids
Reusable cups/water bottles
Bike lights/locks
Scotch tape
Paper clips
Valley Transit 10 ride bus passes
Gifts cards (Hardware/ Walmart/Target/Staples/Office Max

Lona Heublein is turning 100!
Please join friends and family on
Saturday, April 14th, at the Ridgeview
Highland Apartments, 640 W.
Ridgeview Drive, Appleton, in the
Community Room in building #1
from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. to wish Lona
Heublein a happy 100th birthday.
Your good wishes are gift enough.
RSVP to:
Nancy at 1-262-490-0599

Contact Linda Michaelis 920-733-4301 for more information.

April 8, Join us for 9:00 a.m.
Worship as we celebrate

Thank you for supporting
Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive

And

Many kudos to First Church from the Mission
Committee for your wonderful support to the Help for
the Homeless Hygiene Drive which concluded on
March 11. Over 877 items were collected, consisting of
personal hygiene items, dental care, cleaning supplies,
baby care, first aid products, laundry care and much
more! We can be assured the donated items will be
appreciated and used by those in great need living in
the Valley, neighbors of ours. Thank you, thank you,
and thank you!
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Wednesday Noon Study Group
All are welcomed to view the
three-part series, season two of
National Geographic’s The Story
of God, hosted by Morgan
Freeman. Freeman searches for
answers to some of humanity’s
biggest questions. On this
journey, he takes viewers around
the world on a quest for interfaith
understanding through the lens of
religion, anthropology and
archaeology. Starts on
Wednesday, April 11th and meets
through May 9th, 11:15am12:30pm in the Asbury Lounge.
Grounded Book Study
Diana Butler Bass, as she reflects
on her own spiritual growth, feels
that the future of our spiritual
development rests upon a simple
insight: God is the ground, the
grounding, that which grounds us.
The book Grounded looks at how
several elements impact our
spiritual life. If you wish to order
a book, please contact the office
($12.25) or order on your own
(new or used).
Starts on Tuesday, April 3rd and
meets through May 22nd, 1:303:00pm in the Conference Room.
The Wolf at Twilight
Join the Theology on Mondays
group as we continue looking at
the teachings of Native Americans
through novels written by Kent
Nerburn. In this fictionalized
account of actual events, Nerburn
brings the land of the northern
High Plains alive and reveals the
Native American way of teaching
and learning with a depth that few
outsiders have ever captured.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Mondays of the
Month starting April 2nd from
10:00am-noon in the Wesley
Room.

Advance Care Planning:
A 3-Part Series
Who would speak for you if you
couldn’t speak for yourself?
Advance care planning is relevant
for adults of ALL AGES, those
providing care for a loved one,
and anyone wanting peace of
mind in such matters. Join us as
we learn together about advance
care planning in the month of
April. Remember, it’s always too
soon until it’s too late. Come and
learn about advance care planning
and why it is important to you and
your family. Please join us at
10:30 on April 15th, 22nd, and 29th
in the Asbury Lounge as we learn
and grow together. (Part 1,
screening the film, Consider the
Conversation is also scheduled for
4:00 pm on Saturday April 21 in
Asbury). Complimentary lunch
on April 22.

Women’s Thursday Noon Study
Join Pastor Liz as we finish our
deep study in 1 Corinthians: Unity
in the Midst of Chaos. Meets
Thursdays at noon, starting April
5th in the Conference Room.
Men’s Thursday Noon Study
Join Pastor Markus as we take a
closer look at Jude in: Standing
Tall and Falling Hard – Life’s ups
and downs in the Light of the
New Testament Book of Jude.
Meets Thursdays at noon, starting
April 5th in the Wesley Room.
Living with Hearing Loss
Join Julie Olson as we learn more
about hearing loss, and the effects
that it has on ourselves and those
we love. Meets April 12th from
9:30-11am in the Asbury Lounge.

Sermon Discussions
Ever have questions about a
sermon preached at First Church
and want to discuss it? Join
Pastor Markus or Pastor Liz and
dive deeper into how we can live
out scripture in our lives. Meets
the 2nd/4th Mondays of the Month,
10:00-11:00am in the Wesley
Room.
Theology on Tap
Join Pastor Liz once a month to
discuss today’s events and how
we react and act as God’s people
in our world. Conversation is
always relaxed, and all opinions
are welcome. Join us April 12th &
May 3rd, 6:00pm at Waverly
Beach.
The Vine
For singles in their 20s and 30s,
come and enjoy an hour each
week with refreshments, laughs,
and great conversation. Meets
Sundays 5:00-6:00pm in the
Asbury Lounge.

Join us in the Chapel on
Wednesday, April 18th
at 6:30 p.m.
for the viewing of the movie
‘God’s Not Dead’
and enjoy some
fresh popped popcorn!
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Voices of Hope Presentation

The Concern and Action Ministry Team sponsored a Voices of Hope presentation on Feb 25th with a group of over 60
people listening to the stories, music and poetry of immigrants to the Fox Cities area. We thank all the persons who were
involved in bringing the presentation to us, those that helped out with the presentation, and all those who came to
participate, listen and engage!

First Church Is Building a Home
Early on in our process of engaging in a church wide capital campaign we made the decision to pledge an amount of up
to $75,000 of the money we generously receive toward a mission project in our community. Our rational was that we
want to share our joy of building a future with hope for our church by creating a future with hope for someone else.
Habitat for Humanity has been chosen by our church council as the organization we want to work with and we have since
worked together with them. Earlier in February we were contacted by them as they had identified a family for us to work
with:
Cha Vang came to the United States with her family in the 1980s and has been a lifelong resident of Appleton
since. She has a seven year old son Shaun and an 80 year old aunt Mee who will be living with them in the new
home that will be built.
God’s Spirit moved strongly amongst the members of our church council when we met on February 27th – we
unanimously decided that we did not “just” be the organization that finances the house for Cha’s family, we also want to
help build it! It takes 150 volunteer positions to build the home and we felt that as a church we are equipped to provide
them.
The house will be built on Washington Street, not far from our church. Work begins in late July and is scheduled to be
concluded in October. We are confident that with God’s help we will be able to fill all volunteer spots and engage in
creating a future with new hope for the Vang family. Will we see each other on the construction site?
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oaves & Fishes of the Fox Valley.

Middle School: Grades 6-8
High School: Grades 9-12
The Rite of
Confirmation will
happen on Sunday,
April 29 at 9:00 am
Worship.
This year’s class of 12
Youth would
appreciate prayers as
they finish up their
instruction and
prepare for Faith
Interviews with
the Pastors.

April Youth Group Message Series
The School Year Youth Group will conclude
on April 25. This year’s final Message Series
is entitled: “What’s Next?” Youth Group
meets Wednesdays from 6:00-6:45 pm.
Classes for Grades 6th &7th, 8th, 9th, and
10th – 12th meet until 7:45 pm.

On March 11 our Youth
Ministries held their annual
Pancake Breakfast in the
Fellowship Hall. This year’s
event raised $435.00. All
proceeds went to Loaves &
Fishes of the Fox Valley.
Thank you to everyone who
served and those who enjoyed
breakfast.

2018 Youth & Young Adult
Ministries Mission Trip Fundraiser
Trips to Toronto, Houston, and
Davenport!
On Sundays, April 15 and 22, Mission
trip participants will be handing out
soda cans. On each can are
instructions, drink it, rinse it, fill it with
change, cash, or a check, made out to
FUMCY, and return it by April 29.
The goal is $3000.00. Thank you in
advance for your support.
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Special Charge Conference
On Wednesday, March 7th we had a specially authorized Charge Conference to vote as a congregation for François
Russell’s continued path into ministry as a pastor in the United Methodist Church. He receive 103 votes and we are
excited for him and his family to continue to explore a new chapter in their lives and service to the Lord.
Every person desiring to enter into pastoral ministry in the United Methodist Church has to follow a set of rigorous
and frequent examinations. With our church’s affirmative vote François is now set to meet with the District
Committee of Ordained Ministry from where he will receive further guidance on his path into ministry.
We ended the charge conference with a laying on of hands as we prayed for François and his family…

Here is a message from our District Superintendent, Rev. Sue D’Alessio,
who authorized the special charge conference:
Thank you, Markus and congregation for nurturing, supporting and guiding François
on this stage of his journey into ministry. How special and meaningful to end with the
blessing of prayer and laying on of hands.
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News
Children’s Ministries is looking for help!
As we begin the new year we will be putting into place our new Safe Church policies. These policies will help to make
our areas safer and more secure. That also means we need more help from our church family to follow the new
guidelines put into place. The following are current and immediate needs in our ministry:


Adults to help one time a month in the nursery Sunday mornings during the 9 and 10:30 service and Wednesday
evenings from 5:45-8 p.m.
 Adults to help in our classrooms Sunday mornings at 9:00
 Adults to lead a class Sunday mornings at 9:00
 Adults to help or co-lead Wednesday evenings from 6-7:30 in Kidz Konnection
 Hall monitors to watch halls or help if needed Sunday mornings at 9:00.
Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org as soon as possible if you can help out with these needs.
Thank you.

is on break until October! It’s hard to believe that our school year is over! We had so much
fun studying the Bible, working on scarves for the mitten tree, learning social skills, and playing games!
Our new school year will begin October 3! If you are in 1st – 5th grade we hope you will come and see what
is all about. See you in the fall.

Puppet Ministry Rehearsal
Our new puppet ministry C.I.A. (Christians in Action) is in need of puppeteers
for upcoming performances! Rehearsals are held on Sunday mornings at 10:30
in room 315. Please feel free to drop in! If you would like to be part of this
team please contact Norman Ladewig at norman.ladewig@gmail.com. Thank
you!

Lenten Update
As of this writing we have raised over $388 for Loaves and Fishes of the Fox Valley! Thank you so much to
everyone that donated to our snack sales!
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yes

Biblical Village
Thank you to everyone that attended our Biblical Village on Sunday, March 18th! Families had a great time watching a
puppet show, building wooden stools, weaving baskets, playing in the school yard, making scrolls, and putting together
bracelets and clay oil lamps. Of course we can’t forget the market place where they were able to sample Bible-time
foods! We raised $133 dollars towards our Lenten fundraiser, Loaves & Fishes of the Fox Valley, Inc.! A big thank you
to everyone that came Saturday to help set up and decorate, to everyone that worked in the village, and to everyone who
helped take down and clean up. Also, thank you to Thrivent Financial for their generous contribution for supplies!
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GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that
features some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts
on grief and recovery topics. The video seminars are
combined with group discussion of the materials
presented during the video, as well as participants
sharing how they themselves are dealing with the death
of their loved one. Each week is a different topic.
People can join at any point in the 13-week cycle.
Classes will be offered at two different times each and
every Tuesday: 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m., OR 6:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. All classes will be held in the Wesley
Room.
Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator

We are pleased to announce the 2018-2019
recipients of the Mildred Ohline-Elizabeth
Tobler Scholarship.
The recipients are:
Derek Burchby
Isaac Burchby
Gabriella Hermes
Mackenzie Larsen

574-2859 or pfreeman1@new.rr.com

BEFRIENDER SUNDAY
SAVE THE DATE AND
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
THE VIM PLANT SALE IS BACK THIS YEAR!

Join us in worship on April 15th
as we celebrate the many ways we
can love one another.

The Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Team is holding its plant sale on
the weekend of May 19/20. It’s a bit later than usual to hopefully
allow us to grab some of those later arriving plants. The sale was
expanded to include all day Saturday. The team is looking for plants
to be donated for the sale. Please contact Pam Chitek (560-4479) if
you have plants to donate. There are people available who can come
and assist you with your digging if you are unable.
The proceeds from the sale are used to support the VIM mission trip
in the fall.
Here is the schedule for the Plant Sale:
Friday, May 18th:

Reminder
Holy Communion
will be served the 2nd
weekend of April
(April 7/8)

Plants can be dropped off at church
between 9am-6pm in the gym
Saturday, May 19th: Sale begins and runs from 9am-6pm
Sunday, May 20th: Sale will begin at 11am, following the Pentecost
Worship. Sale will end at 1pm
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Advance Care Directive Planning....Are You on Board?
Did you know only 1 in 4 Americans have put their medical care wishes in writing? Common reasons why people have
not completed these important documents include: belief that these forms can only be completed by an attorney, thinking
they are not at “that” age, and not wanting to think about illness and dying. Advance care planning is relevant for adults
of ALL AGES, those providing care for a loved one, and anyone wanting peace of mind in such matters. Join us as we
learn together about advance care planning in the month of April. Remember, it’s always too soon until it’s too late.

Advance Care Planning: A 3-Part Series
Who would speak for you if you couldn’t speak for yourself?
Come and learn about advance care planning and why it is important to you and your family.
Please join us at 10:30am on April 15, 22, and 29 in Asbury Lounge as we learn and grow together.
NOTE: Part 1 (screening the film Consider the Conversation)
is also scheduled for 4:00pm on Saturday April 21 in Asbury.
Date/Time/Location
Sun, 4/15 – 10:30am & Sat, 4/21 –
4:00pm (Choose one)
Location: Asbury Lounge
Sun, 4/22 – 10:30am - light Lunch
will be provided free of charge
Location: Asbury Lounge
Sun, 4/29 – 10:30am
Location: Asbury Lounge

Activity
Screening of Consider the
Conversation (an award winning,
Wisconsin-produced film)
Unraveling the confusion around
Advance Directives & Advance Care
Planning
Make it Legal! Complete your Power
of Attorney for Health Care and
Advance Directive documents

To register, contact the church office or sign up on the You Can Count on Me weekly bulletin insert.

This important workshop has been organized by FUMC members Dr. Jack Swanson, Arden Thomas Cynthia Whitely
and Pastor Liz Whitford with support from the Fox Valley Advance Care Planning Partnership.
Dr. Swanson, who specializes in palliative care, is a key resource and presenter for these workshops.

Phoebe Circle Potluck Salad Luncheon
On May 8th Phoebe Circle will be having a pot luck salad luncheon here at First
Church. We would like to invite all women of the church to join us for food and
fellowship. We will meet at 11:00 a.m. on May 8th in Fellowship Hall. We will be
serving some of the recipes from the salad luncheons of past years. Reservations would
be appreciated so we know how many places to set. Please call the church office or
Ellen Roe (734-7302) by May 4th to let us know you would like to join us. If you would
like, dress in your fanciest clothes (dress?), hat and/or apron to celebrate luncheons of
the past. We look forward to seeing you there.
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The Stephens
Family

Carol
Schilling
You will recognize Carol
Schilling as she is a member of
the Sanctuary Choir. Carol was
born in Oshkosh and graduated
from UW-Stevens Point with a
BS in Elementary Education, and graduated from
UW-Milwaukee with a BFA in Vocal Performance
(after her children started school).
Carol taught 2nd grade in Stevens Point, then moved
to Washington, DC after marriage to Paul. She
taught 1st grade in Arlington, VA while he worked
on Capitol Hill during the day and attended
Georgetown University Law School at night. After
graduation they moved back to Madison, where he
worked in the AG’s office. She was a stay-at-home
mom. They later moved to Glendale when he was
offered a partnership in a Milwaukee law firm. After
Paul became ill and died in 1999, she worked in the
City of Glendale Municipal offices for 15 years until
retiring in 2012, she then moved to the Fox Valley.
She has two children, Andrew lives south of
Madison and has two children, Sydney and Bodie.
Her daughter Erin Loritz lives in Darboy and has
three children, Drew, Julia, and Nick. They often
attend our Christmas Eve services where they get to
hold a candle and see (and hear) Grandma sing with
the choir! Carol has sung with the Milwaukee
Symphony Orchestra Chorus for 26 years. She
enjoyed the opportunities to sing under conductors
such as Lukas Foss, Zdenek Macal, Andreas Delfs
and Edo de Waart along with many guest
conductors. A favorite choral work is the Mahler
2nd, the Resurrection Symphony. She also loves any
of the Beethoven choral works and Handel’s
Messiah which she performed many times each
December at various Milwaukee cathedrals.
She has traveled to Europe, Scandinavia, Russia,
Japan and Malaysia as well as many parts of the U.S.
She enjoys listening to classical music, reading,
working with a personal trainer, and attending
anything related to her grandkids’ activities. Friends
at her home church in Whitefish Bay recommended
First Church because of its outstanding music
program. She is involved in the Sanctuary and
Festival Choir, A-1 Diners and has attended several
of the small group classes. She continues to find this
church to be one of the most welcoming places she
has ever experienced.

Following is the short version of the
lives of Cliff, Tanya and Tiffany
Stephens! Cliff is the son of a World
War II veteran and ACSW Social
Worker father, and a high school math
teacher mother. He was born in
Washington, DC approximately four blocks from the White House at
George Washington University Hospital. He was touched early in life by
violence and attended the funeral procession of John F Kennedy as a child.
He was 11 years old in 1968 when riots occurred after Martin Luther King
Jr’s assassination. He graduated from Gonzaga College High School, an
all-boys school run by Jesuit priests that is three blocks from the U.S.
Capitol. His after-school job was a mail clerk for U.S. Senator John V.
Tunney (CA) during the Nixon impeachment crisis. He has one sister,
Marilyn Stephens Davis, who recently retired her position as Director of
Housing in Alexandria, Virginia.
Cliff received his Bachelors of Arts from Emory University in Atlanta; his
Doctor of Philosophy from the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill for clinical psychology; and completed a Post-Doctoral Fellowship in
Medical Psychology at the Rehabilitation Institute in Chicago. He is
employed as a licensed psychologist by the State of Wisconsin and works
at the Winnebago Mental Health Institute. He works with patients under
forensic and civil commitments, and provides court testimony in probably
cause cases. He also performs neuropsychological, psychological, and
threat and risk assessments. He performs individual and group therapy as
well. He participated in disaster relief after Hurricane Katrina and was
involved with Appleton’s Red Cross mental health team. He has served
on the Church Council and Staff Parish Relations Committee, as well as
an usher. He likes swimming, bicycling, art, dancing, watching movies
and he is currently writing a novel.
Tanya was born and raised in Detroit, graduating from Cass Technical
High School with majors in chemistry and biology. She attended the
University of Michigan, Excelsior College, and is currently taking classes
at Western Governors University. She has a Bachelor of Science degree
and is currently working on a Master of Science in IT Management. In
2017, Tanya passed examination to become an Amazon Web Services
(AWS) “Solutions Architect” and “Developer.” She also is a Certified
Associate in Project Management (CAPM). She has worked in IT for
over 25 years as a Computer Programmer and most recently as a Web
Application Developer. She likes to shop, cook, read and hang out with
family and friends. She is involved with various organizations focused on
girls such as Girl Scouts, African Heritage, and Girls Who Code. She has
participated in Vacation Bible School for many years. She met Cliff online
through match.com and have been married 20 years! They joined First
Church when they were expecting Tiffany and were encouraged to join by
Rev Ingram and a friendly congregation.
Tiffany is a 7th grader at Wilson Middle School. She likes to play
volleyball, basketball, enjoys art, cooking, dancing, music and shopping.
She also plays the cello and alto sax. She also has helped out with VBS.
As a family they like bike rides, going to movies and again shopping!
Their vacations were to Maryland, Wisconsin Dells and places in the
Midwest for activities like dance competitions. They are going in May to
Jackson, Florida for a relative’s graduation.

.
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461 Website www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible

Ministers:

All members and friends

Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
Staff Parish Relations Chairperson:
Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com
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Appleton, WI 54911
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Lead Pastor:
Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org
Visitation Pastor:
Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org

XX

Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &
Bass Clef:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Principal Organist:
Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com

information.

Wesley Handbells:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Sonshine Singers:
Katie Nelson katharyn.e.nelson@lawrence.edu
Genesis Choir:
Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu

Join us for our
Pentecost Celebration
on
Sunday, May 20 at 10:00 a.m.
The Festival Choir and Orchestra of First United Methodist Church
will present Jubilate Deo by Dan Forrest on Sunday, May 20. There
will be one combined service at 10:00 for this special worship
experience as we celebrate the birth of the Church.

Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Building & Technology Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Francois Russell Francois@appfumc.org
Tom Martens

SAVE THE DATE!! VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 23-27 from 9 a.m. – noon
More details to come.

