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Looking Ahead!
On Sunday, May 15, we will observe Pentecost with a musical celebration
presented by the music ministries of First Church. For that morning only, the 9:00
and 10:30 services will be combined and meet in the sanctuary at 9:00. Mark your
calendars now and plan to be in worship for this uplifting event.
Normally the week following the Pentecost service, we begin our summer schedule
with the 10:30 service going on hiatus for the summer, but that will not happen this
year. Instead, the 10:30 service will continue to meet in the chapel throughout the
summer months.
-----------------------------

Our Church’s Thursday Men’s Bible Study
There is something powerful in having a group of men gather to discuss issues of
our lives with the guidance of scripture. Every Thursday at noon we come
together in the Wesley room of our church. We just finished reading the book of
James in the New Testament – a project we started in the fall of 2015 (with
interruption by an Advent study). Now we have 7 weeks left until we go on
summer break and want to invite you to join us. We meet from 12pm-1pm. Our
new theme starting Thursday, March 31st will be the Post-Resurrection Accounts
of Jesus. For Seven weeks we will read all the encounters Jesus had between his
resurrection and his glorious assumption into heaven. And as always we will ask:
“What does this tell me about God and what does it mean for me?” Join us; no
registration necessary. For questions, call Pastor Markus at the church office or
email at MWegenast@appfumc.org.

Newsletter
submissions
deadline
April 21st
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

April Memory Verse:
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.
1 Corinthians 1:10

2|Page

-by
Pastor
Markus
21st Century Faith and an
Ancient Creed
Many of us learned to say the
Apostles’ Creed by heart at one
time in our lives. I had to learn the
Apostles’ in elementary school (in
Germany religion classes are part
of the public school system; nonChristians have the option to take
Ethics classes as an alternative). “I
believe in God the Father
Almighty…” these words and their
continuation in the Creed have
given me comfort and hope for the
most part of my faith life. Sure,
there were plenty of times when I
contested and wrestled with
statements of the Creed and it
didn’t even have to be just easy-tomisunderstand parts of “he
descended into hell” or “I believe
in the holy catholic church!”
Creeds came into being to bring
peace and order into the
complexity of Christian thought.
Today it becomes increasingly
difficult for people to sense peace
and order in ancient words like
those of the Apostles’ Creed. For
one it might be the patriarchal
language for God, for another it
might be the “I believe” because
we all believe differently. In our
post-Easter message series we
want to tackle the lines of our
Apostles’ Creed and take a look at
the potential issues that a 21st
century believer might have; but
we also want to explore if even
today we can find this initial order
and peace that it was intended to
give.
The Apostles’ Creed, even in its
final version, is over 1000 years
old, emerging in the last parts of
the Ancient World and reaching

into the time period of the Dark
Ages of the church’s history. It’s
not a biblical text so what we will
do in worship is that we find
biblical texts that illuminate each
section of the Creed we will look
at.
I pray it will be an enriching time
for each of us, regardless of
whether we struggle with the
concept of an ancient creed or
embrace it.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father
Almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.
I believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our
Lord,
who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius
Pilate,
was crucified, died, and
was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose
again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right
hand of the Father,
and will come again to
judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic
(universal) church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the
body
and the life everlasting.
Amen

April 2016 Pulpit Preview
This They Believed – Can I?
A seven week message series on
the Apostles’ Creed
Starting Saturday, April 2 –
Concluding Pentecost Sunday,
May 15, 2016
We divided the Creed into seven
parts and lined it up with
corresponding passages in the
Bible. It will bring us from the
weekend after Easter all the way to
Pentecost.
Below, you will find the first four
sections for the month of April:
April 2nd & 3rd
“I believe in God, the Father
Almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.”
Psalm 33:6-11
April 9th & 10th
“I believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried;”
John 1:1-18
April 16th & 17th
“He descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, is seated at
the right hand of the Father,”
1 Corinthians 15: 1-19
April 23rd & 24th
“and will come again to judge the
living and the dead.”
1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18
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From Pastor
Jayneann’s
pen

And, because I hope, life is good!

I’ve long thought
of spring as the
season of hope fulfilled. Winter is
the season when we practice hope.
In spring – amidst the Alleluias of
Resurrection Sunday and the
Easter Season, daylight that
extends longer each day, and the
coming alive of all things green –
we celebrate assurance of God’s
grace.
What does hope mean to you?
I thought I’d once read a quote that
those who don’t know what they
believe will believe anything, but
today my searching only reveals
slams about people believing
anything they read online (not you,
surely).
There are many concepts and
terms – like faith, hope, love, joy,
grace, etc. – that we come across
as we read our bibles, but anymore
our understanding of them can be
vague or downright wrong.
What is hope? First off, it’s not a
kind of unsure optimism. It’s not
about desiring or wishing for
something with no real assurance
of getting it. At least not when
we’re talking about God language.
In Scripture, hope is an indication
of certainty. It’s about a strong,
confident expectation. For people
of faith, hope is similar to trust.
Because of all this, hope is futurefacing. It deals with things not yet
received. It’s invisible, yet we
believe. That’s why I said winter is
the season on hope, while spring is
hope fulfilled.
So, what is hope to you? For what
do you wait in confident
expectation?
I hope for my ordination in June
when I am welcomed into Full
Membership of The United
Methodist Church. I hope for
answers to my prayers.

You can read Pastor
Jayneann’s blog by
clicking on Links of
First Church webpage
then Fierce Joy & Hope, or by
going to
fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com

Coffee at The Heritage
April 21st from
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.
Pastor Jayneann
will be at The
Heritage for
coffee and
conversation.

Christ is Risen!
Alleluia!

Are you interested in
occasional relaxed
theological
conversations through
the summer? Contact
the church office if you’d like to
express interest.

Join the
Conference on
Facebook
Have you ‘liked’ the Wisconsin
Conference United Methodist
Church? ‘Like’ the Conference
page to keep up with UMC news
during the week, get updates, and
be the first to know about new
resources available for you and
your church.

United Methodist Wisconsin
Annual Conference
VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION
Work Camp Opportunity
May 15-20 at Pine Lake Camp,
Preparations and repairs for
summer camping
Participants will stay at the Bishop
Sharon Zimmerman Rader Retreat
Center. (It’s nice. Pastor J-) Each
room has a double & a single bed
and a bathroom w/ shower.
Projects include installing piers
and docks, general spring cleaning
and preparation for the camping
season. The camp always plans a
major project for us to complete.
Come for a day or two if you
can’t spend the whole week.
Cost is $150 per person for the
week; $30 per day. Please register
by April 15. A deposit of $25 is
due with registration.
Don Bastian 414.467.5015
donfelice21@gmail.com

A Retreat at Pine Lake
More information, including
registration forms, can be found at
wiumcamps.org/retreats.
PRIME TIMERS RETREAT,
April 4-7
Older adults get a chance to live
Christ’s good news together in
community. Meet new friends,
enjoy a historical re-enactment,
see a show at the Clauson Family
Farm, worship together and relax
at Pine Lake in the wonderful
Rader Retreat Center.
Contact Ralph & Joyce Myers,
rm62jm@wi.rr.com,
262.857.7254.
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The Global Church Gathers
The United Methodist Church’s
top legislative body meets only
once every four years. This is the
year!
General Conference will meet at
the Oregon Convention Center, the
largest convention center in the
Pacific Northwest, on May 10-20.
General Conference can revise
church law, as well as adopt
resolutions on current moral,
social, public policy and economic
issues. It also approves plans and
budgets for church-wide programs.

April 1st is Wisconsin’s
Day of Prayer for
General Conference
In the weeks leading up to General
Conference, The United Methodist
Council of Bishops has invited
each Annual Conference to
participate in a day of prayer
during the weeks leading up to
General Conference – to listen for
God’s work for the current day and
future of The United Methodist
Church.
The Wisconsin Conference’s Day
of Prayer for General Conference
is Friday, April 1, and Bishop Jung
invites all churches to participate
in a 24-hour prayer vigil on that
day.

evensong
A Service of Evening Prayers
Have you tried one of our
evensong services? If you have
you know it’s worth your while –
that 30-minutes on a Wednesday
evening between supper and
whatever comes next. If you
haven’t yet tried it, maybe April is
the month you will.
Come to the Asbury Lounge in
time for our start at 5:45 on April
6th. We’ll share a psalm, pray,
listen and reflect on a bit of
scripture and be finished by 6:15.

Looking for information on
Palestine?
Available in the church library are
materials that will help educate on
the Palestine-Israel conflict as a
result of the formation of Israel in
the 1940’s. The resources are a
book, Blood Brothers by Father
Elias Chacour, a Christian Melkite
Catholic priest who grew up in
Palestine in the 40’s, and a young
adult book telling Father
Chacour’s story. As a result of his
faith and what he witnessed
throughout his life, he is an ardent
supporter of peace between Jews,
Christians and Muslims. He is the
creator of the Mar Elias Schools in
Ibillin, Israel which attracts youth
and teachers of all faith traditions.
In addition to the two books, there
are two CD’s, a 20 minute one
featuring the life of Father
Chacour and a 10 minute one
featuring the Mar Elias schools.
Materials will be ready for check
out by early May 2016.

Habitat Interfaith IV
This is the biggest Interfaith build
for our area with over 40 faith
groups getting involved. New this
year is a Methodist coalition
(Appleton: First, Emmanuel, St.
James, Neenah-Menasha: First,
The Family Church, and
Greenville). This way more of us
can be of service – in a variety of
ways.
We have 50 spots assigned to our
coalition. Dave Chitek has agreed
to serve as First Church’s liaison to
the group. Thank you, Dave!
Watch for more information.

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Opportunities
Join Rev. Joan Deming, United
Methodist elder, in a life-changing
visit to the people working in the
Holy Land for Peace with Justice.
Meet peace-builders in Bethlehem,
Jerusalem, Ramle, Ramallah,
Zababdeh, and Ibillin. Visit
organizations and leaders in the
West Bank and Israel who see a
nonviolent path to a just peace.
You will travel with local guides,
visit holy sites, experience
Palestinian hospitality, speak with
students and leaders at the Mar
Elias Educational Institutions in
Ibillin, meet Archbishop Elias
Chacour, Mar Elias - founder of
Mar Elias schools… and much
more.
There are two opportunities this
year to join Rev Deming on a tour:
May 20-June 2 or October 18-31.
Rev. Deming recently visited First
Church to present the fascinating
story of Father Chacour and the
Mar Elias schools. Father Chacour
is the author of Blood Brothers,
read by the Wednesday Study
group. Email or call Joan Deming
for more information:
joan@pilgrimsofibillin.org , 608241-9281 or visit
pilgrimsofibillin.org/living-stonespilgrimage/

Weed Warriors Needed
The “Weed Warrior” Team is in
need of members.
Please contact Bonnie 739-6944 or
bunnyloulec@aol.com if you
would like to help keep our church
property weed free and looking
gorgeous!
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Monday Evening Study:

Adult Christian Education
The Wired Word Sunday Study
Sundays, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the
Asbury Lounge
Join us as we connect a news
headline with scripture & talk
about how faith applies to
everyday life. This is for anyone
who wants to talk about how God
is active in the life of our 21st
century world. February facilitator:
Eldridge Alexander. There is no
cost for this class. No preparation
required, just show up.

Adult Sunday School
using The Story
Sundays, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the
Conference room
For anyone who wants to learn
more about the Bible, who wants
to grow in faith and understanding,
or who finds Bible reading
intimidating. Join us as we study,
pray, and talk about how to apply
God’s word to our lives today. Get
swept up in the story of God’s love
and God’s plan for your life.
Facilitator: Wendy Anzelmo
There is no cost for this Sunday
School class.

Theology on Mondays:
The Spiritual Brain
1st & 3rd Mondays, 10:00 a.m. in
the Wesley Room
For anyone who is interested in
the topic. In The Spiritual Brain:
Science and Religious Experience,
author Dr. Andrew Newberg has
done extensive research into the
relationship between the brain,
religion, and health. The study’s
format: 2 lectures are viewed
during each session with
discussion following.

The Book of James
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in the
Asbury Lounge
We are studying the Book of
James of the Bible, using the
method taught in Women of the
Word: How to Study the Bible with
Both our Hearts and our Minds. If
you haven’t read it, we'll get you
up to speed. All women are
welcome. Invite your friends.
Facilitator: Donna Leicht
(915.7715)

guide welcomed by anyone
engaged in the service of others.
To be included in the book order,
pay $9.50 to the office by April 1.

Women’s Noon Study
Thursdays, 12:00 – 1:00
For women interested in lively
discussion on topics related to
God, the bible, and/or what it
means to be a follower of Christ
today.
This month we wrap up our study
of Paul’s letter to the Galatians.

An Altar in the World

Men’s Noon Study

1:30 p.m. in the Conference Room
Author Barbara Brown Taylor
writes of ways to discover the
sacred in the small things.
Something as ordinary as washing
dishes becomes an act of
meditation if we are attentive to
the moment, noticing the sights,
smells, and sounds around us. As
we integrate these practices into
our lives, we discover altars
everywhere, in all we do. Join us,
as we focus on simple practices
that lead us toward living with
purpose, pay attention, slow down,
and practice reverence.
Facilitators: Cynthia Whitely &
Linda Dawson.

Thursdays, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
For men interested in lively
discussion on topics related to
God, the Bible, and/or what it
means to be a follower of Christ
today. We will begin studying the
post-resurrection accounts of
Jesus.

Wednesday Book Study:
The Wounded Healer
Gather at 11:15 a.m. in Asbury
Lounge. Study begins, 11:30 a.m.
Beginning April 13, for 3 weeks.
Join us as we read Henri
Nouwen’s hope-filled yet
profoundly simple book that
speaks to those who want to be or
are of service to others. Weaving
cultural analysis with
psychological and religious
insights, Nouwen describes a
balanced and creative theology of
service that begins with the
realization of fundamental
woundedness in human nature.
The book serves as an insightful

Bible Study Fellowship
Women's Evening Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7 - 8:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall
The BSF Women's Evening
Study invites women of First
Church to join us as we study the
book of Revelation. Just bring your
Bible and an eager heart to learn
and grow in God.
BSF is an in-depth, international
Bible study that helps people know
God and equips them to effectively
serve the Church throughout the
world. BSF's four-step approach
brings clarity to your study of the
Bible, producing life change as
you apply God's truth.
1. Answer daily lesson questions
from the Scripture.
2. Discuss your insights in a
conversation with members of
your discussion group.
3. Listen to teaching that explains
what you studied and shared.
4. Gain additional insight by
reading lesson notes that
further elaborate on the
Scripture.
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Church Records
Deaths
3-2-16 George Webster Jr.

Notes from the Board of
Trustees:
During the last meeting of the
Board of Trustees, it was decided
that all pieces of furniture and
equipment donated to the Church
are to be approved by the Trustees.
Although the Church greatly
appreciates receiving furniture and
equipment, it must meet with the
requirements of the area for which
it will be used. Please contact the
church office before bringing any
pieces of furniture or equipment to
the church facility. The office
staff will then work with the
Trustees to assess whether or not
the article is needed, and where it
will be used.
Thank you to everyone for the
thoughtfulness with regard to
donating articles, but monitoring
of what is brought to the church is
required for what is needed as well
as safety reasons.

So just what are

Scrip
Cards anyway?
Scrip cards are simply a type of
gift card you purchase and use just
like cash.
If you buy a $100, $50, $25 card
(or any other amount), for any
store or merchant of your choice,
you have that $100, $50, $25 card
in your wallet to use (just like
cash), at that store the next time
you shop, and you can use them
online too.

Check the rebate for the store you
want.
If the store is giving a 5% rebate,
that means when you buy a $100
card, the church only gets charged
95% of the face value of the card
from the Scrip organization, and
the remaining 5% goes to the
church.
You paid for $100, and you have
$100 to use, but our church gets
that 5% as a donation from the
Scrip organization, and that
amount adds on to your annual
giving statement to the church
and is tax-deductible. Everybody
wins!
Stop by our Scrip tables before the
5:30 p.m. Saturday service (in the
conference room), or between
Sunday services (in Fellowship
Hall), and see how easy it is to
purchase and use Scrip cards.
Thanks for your support!
The Scrip Team

What Is an
Advanced Care Directive?
Why Should I Care?
Did you know that 60% of people
say that making sure their family is
not burdened by tough decisions if
they should become critically ill is
“extremely important” yet 56%
have not communicated their end
of life wishes to their family?
It always seems too early to tell
your family and friends your
wishes until it is too late. Then
they are left wondering what you
would like done in the event you
cannot make your own health care
decision.
What matters most to you can be
shared with family and friends
through having important
conversations about end of life
wishes plus completing an
Advanced Care Directive Power of
Attorney for Healthcare and
choosing a health care agent. This
form is easily obtainable through
our two area medical facilities.

Plus, FUMC members, Carol
Robbins and Cynthia Whitely,
volunteer Faith Ambassadors with
the Fox Valley Coalition for
Advanced Care Planning, can help
you start these conversations and
complete the form.
April16 is National Healthcare
Decisions Day – a great day to
prepare to have the conversation
and complete the form. In addition,
on Wednesday, April 13 at 6:30
p.m., you’re invited to attend a
showing of Being Mortal, at the
Appleton Public Library. The film
explores the relationships doctors
have with patients who are nearing
the end of life.
On Sunday April 24th after the
9:00 service, Carol and Cynthia
will be available in the Wesley
Room (during health screenings) to
answer questions you may have
about Advanced Care Directives
and how they may assist you in
starting the process.

The Collection Closet
The collection closet has
been “tidied up.”
If you are responsible
for a collection, please
remove items on a
timely basis. The closet
will be monitored and
the responsible persons
will be contacted as
needed.
If there are any
questions or concerns,
please contact Linda
Michaelis at 920-7334301.
Thank you to Linda for
making the closet tidy!
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Befrienders Ministry Begins

Ramblings of an old mind
Wednesday “Book Club” started
small
A few ladies and that was all.
As the weeks and months flew by
so fast
The “Book Club” really grew at
last.
Now it’s not only gals but also
guys
Who come to discuss the books we
buy.
From Biblical stories to the latest
news
We read and talk about the books
we choose.
We’ve also learned about poetry
and prose,
Cam made us listen, discuss and
disclose
Things that we may never have
shared
Things that made us realize we
cared.
And as we venture into other
places
You can tell by the look on all our
faces,
We know so little of this world of
ours,
The place, the people, and other
stars.
You can stay alert and learn a lot
If you join in and share the pot
Of people’ knowledge and
expertise
And allow your mind to roam with
ease.
Go, Book Club!
-by Julie Hidde, Feb. 2016

A group of nine individuals have
been meeting for over a year to
discover and train in the
Befriender program. They have
met to discuss how they could
combine their gifts and experience
to make Befrienders a meaningful
ministry for First Church. Meeting
with our pastors, they determined
their path and are ready to embark
on their new journey.
Current members are Bruce
Brooks, Jacki Jensen, Jacki
Booher, Cynthia Whitely, Lori
Willyoung, Marilyn Berg, Sue
Wendt, Pam Chitek, and Birdie
Schottmuller (with pastoral
leadership by Pastor Jayneann).
They will be commissioned during
Saturday and Sunday services,
April 9th and 10th.
Taken from the Befriender Mission
Statement, “our role is to be a
friend – someone who listens,
reassures, and attends to others
when they are in need… we believe
in the power of Jesus Christ and
the power of prayer.”
You will see the presence of
Befrienders as prayer partners
during communion; visiting and
providing communion to members
unable to attend church; offering
prayer with those in need after
services; and assisting with
hospital visitation. Befrienders also
will meet one-on-one with those
who need a friend to walk beside
them as they move through a
difficult time.
That is just the beginning. Watch
for more about this ministry and
how you can become involved. If
you are, or know of someone, in
need of time with a Befriender,
contact our pastors.

SPRING BRINGS ANNUAL PLANT SALE
With some (quite a bit, actually)
help from Mother Nature, the
Volunteers in
Mission team will once again be
offering a bountiful plant sale the
weekend of May 7 – 8th in the
church gymnasium. In spite of the
late-March snow storm,
established perennials in our
gardens will be up and thriving by
that time. We enjoy sharing them!
AN EXPANDED SALE
This year the plants will go on sale
Saturday afternoon, May 7, at 1:00
p.m. and continue to be available
Sunday morning from 8:00 until
noon, May 8. This way we hope to
be more inviting for church
neighbors as well as our own
members.
You may be dividing some of your
own plants, and we would
appreciate your sharing some with
us. You may want to add some
new plants from well established
gardens to a corner of your yard,
and we will have lots of choices.
Watch the You Can Count On Me
bulletin insert for ways you can
help. Proceeds from the plant sale
will help support the VIM team’s
fall trip to work with the
Ozark Mission Project.
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325 E. Franklin St., Appleton, WI 54911
Phone: (920) 734-2677  Web: http://www.appfumc.org/page/fumc_kidz
Email: cladewig@appfumc.org

Mission Statement: Making Christian Disciples by teaching children to honestly, faithfully, and openly walk in the footsteps of
Jesus Christ

Upcoming Events
God and Church
10:30 in room 315 6-8th graders
Pastor Markus gets caked!!
10:30 Location TBD
VBS Registration Event
10:00 outside Fellowship Hall
Pentecost Celebration
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Last day of Sunday School
Memorial Day Weekend
Family Worship Day – No Classes
First day of Summer Sunday
Children ages 3 years – 1st grade
School
July 25-29
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Surf Shack 9 a.m. -noon
Dates and activities are subject to change. Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated
newsletters.
April 3
April 10
April 24
May 15
May 22
May 29
June 5

Don’t forget …

We did it!!

Please drop your preK-1st grade children off in the
chapel after Children’s Time!

We not only raised $1500 for Imagine No Malaria, but
we exceeded our goal! The final numbers aren’t in yet,
but we know for sure that Pastor Markus will get
caked on April 10 during coffee hour!

We will begin our class with a 15 minute music
time. Teachers will bring the children to their
classrooms.
You will still pick up your children in their
classroom at 10:15.

There will also be a drawing for some cd’s and t-shirts
for all the children that participated. Thank you so very
much for supporting your children for this very worthy
cause!

We finished up our school year on March 23 with a pizza party celebration! It has been a fun year filled with activity
and digging deep into our Bibles! We are excited to begin a new year on October 5 at 6:00. If you have a child in 1 st5th grade they are welcome to come and join us for a night of fun, learning, and fellowship!

God and Church
6-8TH GRADE

We will begin the God and Church program on Sunday April 3 at 10:30 in room 315 (third floor Sunday school wing).
This is the third program in the P.R.A.Y. series and is written for children in grades 6-8. If you know of any boy or girl
scouts that would be interested in earning their award please let them know! You do not have to be a scout or a
member of First Church to take part in this class. Books can be purchased at the Bay-Lakes Scout Shop, 2555
Northern Road, Appleton, WI 54914. You will need one student workbook and an adult mentor book if you will be
attending. Contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org for more information. Parents are encouraged to
participate as an adult mentor with their children.

Mission of the Month
The April “Mission of the Month” is Riverview Gardens. Riverview Gardens, 1101 S. Oneida St. Appleton, opened in
1898 as a country club & golf course. It closed in 2011 and Riverview Gardens began to develop the 72 acres into an urban
farm, park and community center. Multiple programs address the needs of homeless, unemployed and poverty stricken
members of our community.
Service Works provides job training and skills needed to become productive community members. Earn-A-Bike allows
individuals to earn a bike (often their only transportation) through volunteering at the Gardens. Basic bike maintenance
and repair is also taught. Hoop houses allow fruits and vegetables to be grown year round. These vegetables are available
for purchase at local farm markets, grocers and CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) shares. Local restaurants also
serve Riverview Gardens produce.
Many volunteer opportunities are available as the Gardens continue to expand programs to further serve the underserved of
our community.
Current needs:
 Gift cards: Menards, Fleet Farm, Office Max, Walmart
 4x6 inch white index cards
 Leather work gloves (we have regular garden gloves)
 Sharpies – permanent markers
 Dry erase white board marker
 Twist-ties and rubber bands
 Non-latex disposable gloves
 Mr. Clean Magic Erasers
 Cleaning wipes for computers and electronics
 Scissors and garden clippers
 Batteries: AA, C, D
 Powdered coffee creamer and basket style d coffee filters

Thank you for helping this M.O.M. continue to grow. Please contact Linda Michaelis at 733-4301, with questions.
Mission of the Month,
A heart-felt “Thank You” to all those in our congregation who contributed
generously to the "Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive" in our community
which ended March 13th. We collected 368 items altogether: 137 Toiletries,
211 Paper items, 14 Cleaning and Laundry items, and 6 hand warmers. All
these items are going to various places in our community serving the
homeless (e.g. COTS, Warming Shelters and many others). Anything we
can do to help the families, women and men who are going through
desperate times in their lives is much appreciated! Nothing is too
insignificant or small! Together with other churches and organizations in
our Community we all can be part of at least alleviating some of the pain
that those who are homeless experience daily!!
Pray, give--keep your hearts and hands open! Experience the Joy of being
involved!
-M.O.M., Barbara Rice

Wednesday Night Dinner
Serving from
5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$5 per person or
$11 max per family

What’s for dinner?
April 6th - Brats and Hot Dogs
April 13th - Chicken Divan
April 20th - Beef Tips & Noodles
April 27th - Meat Ravioli
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A message from our
Missionaries:
Rev. Gagner,
Greetings to you and First
United Methodist in
Appleton.We pray that
2016 will be a blessed
year in Christ.
Bill and I are thankful for
the hospitality during our
itineration. Even though it
was months ago, we
were so happy to speak
to our fellow church
sisters and brothers in
our hometown. The
opportunity to speak to
the youth was a double
pleasure. Bill has
returned to his service in
Dakar and I am visiting
for a few months,
returning to Appleton
soon.
We hope that someone
from First UMC will visit
Senegal, in the near
future, to experience all
that goes on the Mission
Initiative.
Please continue to pray
for the Mission and Bill
as he continues his
service.
Yours In Christ,
former General Board of
Global Ministries,
Gwen Gibson, missionary
Bill Gibson, GBGM
missionary, Senegal
Mission Initiative
Dakar, Senegal

Join us for
The Festival of
God’s Creation
Sunday
April 17th

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous donation of hats, mittens,
and scarves. Your kindness is greatly appreciated! –
Cheryl-Homeless Connections
Hats, mittens and scarves were also given to the
Warming Shelter- Thank you!

If you filled a box that came with
the St. Andrews Lenten
devotional book. Please
remember to turn it in to the
church office.
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Easter 2016
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Come worship with us!
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 734-2677
Kitchen Phone 731-1377
Fax number 882-1461
http://www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton
Pastor Jayneann’s blog: fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible
Ministers:
All members and friends
Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
Staff Parish Relations Chairperson
Betsy Hovde hovdefam@new.rr.com
Lead Pastor:
Markus Wegenast
Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Jayneann McIntosh Gagner
Jgagner@appfumc.org
Visitation Pastor
Dave Farina
DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult
Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig
information.
Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir & Bass
Clef:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Organist:
Kathy Orth (Lead) Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Wesley Handbells:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Sonshine Singers:
Gabriella Makuc
gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu
Genesis Choir:
Clara Imon-Pedtke
clara.y.imonpedtke@lawrence.edu
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Property Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Francois Russell Francois@appfumc.org
and Tom Martens
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT
ORG.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Appleton, WI
Permit 137

XX

A Capital Campaign at
First Church?
– by Pastor Markus
On the second weekend in March, I shared with you in worship to pray
with me for guidance about the question of whether our church should do
a capital campaign in the near future. While we’ve been very blessed to
upkeep and renovate some major parts of our church building within the
last couple of years, there are also areas that have not been kept up for a
long time. I have asked leaders from various ministries in our church last
year to identify areas that are in need of financial resources; our trustees
also have been busy asking for initial quotes for building related projects.
There is quite some homework that has to be done before we can take
active steps toward deciding whether we need a campaign or not. This
decision isn’t made by pastors or church council members. The decision
is made by us as a congregation as a whole. We will need to call in a
special church conference to take a formal vote. We are obviously not
there yet and so I am asking you: please pray about this. We cannot
attempt to make a full-fledged decision about a major capital campaign
without the firm belief that God is giving us “green light” for this. Pray
for us as a church to have wisdom in discerning a Frist-Church future that
gives glory to God and touches the lives of people in our community.
Thank you for praying!

